Eternal Life in the Celestial Kingdom-Riches of Eternity
Introduction

Eternal Life is living in the presence of God in the Celestial Kingdom (D&C 76:62) 
For those who inherit Eternal Life the Lord has promised that ‘All things are theirs’ (D&C 76:59) ‘They are made equal in power might and dominion with God’ (D&C 76:95) ‘All that my Father hath shall be given unto him’ (D&C 84:38)

It is to be a resurrected with an Immortal Celestial body

It is to receive a fulness of joy

It is to enjoy eternal increase

It is “to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent” John 17:3
In the Gospels the phrase ‘Everlasting Life’ is often used for ‘Eternal life’

The Work and Glory of God is “to bring to pass the Immortality and Eternal Life of man.” Moses 1:39
Eternal Life is the greatest of all the gifts of God (D&C 14:7)

The Riches of Eternity are granted to those who endure Faithfully to the End. 
He who has Eternal Life is Rich (D&C 6:7)
Keeping the commandments of God leads to Eternal Life.
Those who serve in righteousness and in truth ‘Great shall be their reward and Eternal shall be their Glory’ (D&C 76:6)

It is a ‘Strait and narrow path which leads to Eternal Life’ (2 Nephi 31:18) “and few there be that find it.” (Matthew 7:14)
Through Revelation President Lorenzo Snow formed the following couplet:

“As man now is, God once was:

“As God now is, man may be.”

See the Teachings of President Snow on Eternal Life at the end of this study

Eternal Life is only made possible through the Atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ
The Riches of Eternity-To have Eternal Life is to be Rich
Doctrine and Covenants 

D&C 6:7: “Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you be made rich. Behold, he that hath Eternal life is rich.” (See D&C 11:7)
D&C 38:39: “And if ye seek the riches which it is the will of the Father to give unto you, ye shall be the richest of all people, for ye shall have the riches of eternity. And it must needs be that the riches of the earth are mine to give; but beware of pride….”
D&C 43:25: “How oft have I called upon you by the mouth of my servants, and by the ministering of Angels, and by mine own voice, and by the voice of thunderings, and by the voice of lightnings…….and by the voice of mercy all the day long, and by the voice of glory and honor and the riches of Eternal Life, and would have saved you with an Everlasting Salvation, but ye would not!”
D&C 67:2: “Behold and lo, mine eyes are upon you, and the heavens and the earth are in mine hands, and the riches of eternity are mine to give.” 
D&C 68:31-32: Now I the Lord am not well pleased with the inhabitants of Zion……they seek not earnestly the riches of eternity, but there eyes are full of greediness. These things ought not to be and must be done away from among them…..”

D&C 78: 17-18, 22: “Verily, verily I say unto you, ye are little children, and ye have not as yet understood how great blessings the Father hath in his own hands and prepared for you…..the Kingdom is yours and the blessings thereof are yours and the riches of eternity are yours…..And he that is a faithful and wise steward shall inherit all things.” 

D&C 132:19-25: “And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife by my word, which is my law, and by the New and Everlasting Covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of Promise, by him who is anointed, unto whom I have appointed this power and the keys of this priesthood; and it shall be said unto them—‘Ye shall come forth in the first resurrection; and if it be after the first resurrection, in the next resurrection; and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers, dominions, all heights and depths’--then shall it be written in the Lamb's Book of Life, that he shall commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, and if ye abide in my covenant, and commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done unto them in all things whatsoever my servant hath put upon them, in time, and through all eternity; and shall be of full force when they are out of the world; and they shall pass by the Angels, and the Gods, which are set there, to their Exaltation and Glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever and ever. 
Then shall they be Gods, because they have no end; therefore, shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be above all, because all things are subject unto them. Then shall they be Gods, because they have all power, and the Angels are subject unto them. Verily, verily, I say unto you, except ye abide my Law ye cannot attain to this glory. 

For strait is the gate, and narrow the way that leadeth unto the Exaltation and Continuation of the Lives, and few there be that find it, because ye receive me not in the world neither do ye know me. But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye know me, and shall receive your Exaltation; that where I am ye shall be also. This is Eternal Lives--to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. I am He. Receive ye, therefore, my Law. Broad is the gate, and wide the way that leadeth to the deaths; and many there are that go in thereat, because they receive me not, neither do they abide in my Law.”
Keeping the Commandments Leads to Eternal Life
Scriptures from the Doctrine and Covenants 
D&C 5:22: “And that you be firm in keeping the commandments wherewith I have commanded you; and if you do this, behold I grant unto you Eternal Life, even if you should be slain.”

D&C 14:7: “And if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God” 

D&C 20:14: “And those who receive it in faith, and work righteousness, shall receive a crown of Eternal Life” 

D&C 29:26-27: “But, behold, verily I say unto you, before the earth shall pass away, Michael, mine archangel, shall sound his trump, and then shall all the dead awake, for their graves shall be opened, and they shall come forth—yea, even all. And the righteous shall be gathered on my right hand unto Eternal Life; and the wicked on my left hand will I be ashamed to own before the Father.”

D&C 30:8: “Wherefore, give heed unto these things and be diligent in keeping my commandments, and you shall be blessed unto Eternal Life.”

D&C 59:23: “But learn that he who doeth the works of righteousness shall receive his reward, even peace in this world, and Eternal Life in the world to come.”

D&C 96:6: “… It is wisdom and expedient in me, that my servant …. whose offering I have accepted, and whose prayers I have heard, unto whom I give a promise of Eternal Life inasmuch as he keepeth my commandments from henceforth…”

Additional Scriptures from the Doctrine and Covenants on Eternal Live

D&C 6:13: “If thou wilt do good, yea, and hold out faithful to the end thou shalt be saved in the Kingdom of God, which is the greatest of all the gifts of God; for there is no gift greater than the Gift of Salvation” 
D&C 10:50: “And thus they did leave a blessing upon this land in their prayers, that whosoever should believe in this gospel in this land might have Eternal Life.”
D&C 10:55: “Therefore, whosoever belongeth to my church need not fear, for such shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
D&C 29:43: “And thus did I, the Lord God, appoint unto man the days of his probation—that by his natural death he might be raised in Immortality unto Eternal Life, even as many as would believe.”
D&C 45:3-5: “Listen to him who is the advocate with the Father, who is pleading your cause before him—Saying: Father, behold the sufferings and death of him who did no sin, in whom thou wast well pleased; behold the blood of thy Son which was shed, the blood of him whom thou gavest that thyself might be glorified; Wherefore, Father, spare these my brethren that believe on my name, that they may come unto me and have Everlasting Life.”
D&C 45:8: “I came unto mine own, and mine own received me not; but unto as many as received me gave I power to do many miracles, and to become the sons of God; and even unto them that believed on my name gave I power to obtain Eternal Life.” 

D&C 46:13-14: “To some it is given by the Holy Ghost to know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that he was crucified for the sins of the world. To others it is given to believe on their words, that they also might have Eternal Life if they continue faithful.”
D&C 43:29: “For in mine own due time will I come upon the earth in judgment, and my people shall be redeemed and shall reign with me on earth.” 
D&C 50:5 “But blessed are they who are faithful and endure, whether in life or in death, for they shall inherit Eternal Life.”
D&C 52:13: “And behold, he that is faithful shall be made ruler over many things.”
D&C 58:4: “For after much tribulation come the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be crowned with much glory; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand.” 

D&C 59:2: “For those that live shall inherit the earth and those that die shall rest from all their labors, and their works shall follow them; and they shall receive a crown in the mansions of my Father, which I have prepared for them.” 

D&C 66:12: “Continue in these things even unto the end, and you shall have a crown of Eternal Life at the right hand of my Father, who is full of grace and truth.” 
D&C 75:5: “And thus, if ye are faithful ye shall be laden with many sheaves, and crowned with Honor, Glory and Immortality, and Eternal Life.”
D&C 76:5-6: “For thus saith the Lord--I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end. Great shall be their reward and Eternal shall be their Glory.” 
D&C 78:15, 17, 18, 20, 22: “That you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion, who hath established the foundations of Adam-ondi-Ahman; Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye are little children, and ye have not as yet understood how great blessings the Father hath in His own hands and prepared for you; ….and the riches of Eternity are yours.  Wherefore, do the things which I have commanded you, saith your Redeemer, even the Son Ahman, who prepareth all things before He taketh you.  And He that is a faithful and wise steward shall inherit all things”

D&C 81:6: “And if thou art faithful unto the end thou shalt have a Crown of Immortality and Eternal Life in the mansions which I have prepared in the house of My Father.”  

D&C 84: 35-39: “And also all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith the Lord; for he that receiveth my servants receiveth me; And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father; And he that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom; therefore all that my Father hath shall be given unto him. And this is according to the oath and covenant which belongeth to the priesthood.
D&C 84:43: “And I now give unto you a commandment to beware concerning yourselves, to give diligent heed to the words of Eternal Life.”
D&C 88:107: “And then shall the angels be crowned with the glory of His might, and the saints shall be filled with His glory, and receive their inheritance and be made equal with Him.”

D&C 98:18-20: “Let not your hearts be troubled; for in my Father’s house are many mansions, and I have prepared a place for you; and where my Father and I am, there ye shall be also. Behold, I, the Lord, am not well pleased with many who are in the church at….. For they do not forsake their sins, and their wicked ways, the pride of their hearts, and their covetousness, and all their detestable things, and observe the words of wisdom and Eternal Life which I have given unto them.”
D&C 101:38: “And seek the face of the Lord always, that in patience ye may possess your souls, and ye shall have Eternal Life.”
D&C 101:65: “Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the parable of the wheat and the tares that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess Eternal Life, and be crowned with Celestial Glory, when I shall come in the Kingdom of my Father to reward every man according as His work shall be” 
D&C 121:29: “All thrones and dominions, principalities and powers, shall be revealed and set forth upon all who have endured valiantly for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

D&C 124:55: “And again, verily I say unto you, I command you again to build a house to my name, even in this place, that you may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with honor, Immortality, and Eternal Life.”
D&C 128:23: “…How glorious is the voice we hear from Heaven, proclaiming in our ears, Glory, and Salvation, and Honor, and Immortality, and Eternal Life; Kingdoms, Principalities, and Powers!” 
D&C 133:62: “And unto him that repenteth and sanctifieth himself before the Lord shall be given Eternal :Life.”
D&C 138:51: “These the Lord taught, and gave them power to come forth, after his resurrection from the dead, to enter into his Father’s kingdom, there to be crowned with immortality and Eternal Life…” 
Scriptures from the Pearl of Great Price on Eternal Life
Moses 1:39: “For behold, this is my work and my glory--to bring to pass the Immortality and Eternal Life of man.”

Moses 5:11: “And Eve, his wife, heard all these things and was glad, saying: Were it not for our transgression we never should have had seed, and never should have known good and evil, and the joy of our redemption, and the Eternal Life which God giveth unto all the obedient.”

Moses 6:59: “……even so ye must be born again into the kingdom of heaven, of water, and of the Spirit, and be cleansed by blood, even the blood of mine Only Begotten; that ye might be sanctified from all sin, and enjoy the words of Eternal Life in this world, and Eternal Life in the world to come, even immortal glory.” 

Abraham 2:11: “And in thy seed after thee…. shall all the families of the earth be blessed, even with the blessings of the Gospel, which are the blessings of salvation, even of Life Eternal.”

Abraham 3:26: “…And they who keep their second estate shall have glory added upon their heads forever and ever.” 
Scriptures from the Book of Mormon on Eternal Life

1 Nephi 13:37: “And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost; and if they endure unto the end they shall be lifted up at the last day, and shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the Lamb.”
2 Nephi 2:27-28: “Wherefore, men are free according to the flesh; and all things are given them which are expedient unto man. And they are free to choose liberty and Eternal Life, through the great Mediator of all men, or to choose captivity and death, according to the captivity and power of the devil; for he seeketh that all men might be miserable like unto himself. And now, my sons, I would that ye should look to the great Mediator, and hearken unto his great commandments; and be faithful unto his words, and choose Eternal Life, according to the will of his Holy Spirit.”

2 Nephi 9:18: “But, behold, the righteous, the saints of the Holy One of Israel, they who have believed in the Holy One of Israel, they who have endured the crosses of the world, and despised the shame of it, they shall inherit the Kingdom of God, which was prepared for them from the foundation of the world, and their joy shall be full forever.”
2 Nephi 9:38-39: “And, in fine, wo unto all those who die in their sins; for they shall return to God, and behold his face, and remain in their sins. O, my beloved brethren, remember the awfulness in transgressing against that Holy God, and also the awfulness of yielding to the enticings of that cunning one. Remember, to be carnally-minded is death, and to be spiritually-minded is Life Eternal.” 

2 Nephi 10:23: “Therefore, cheer up your hearts, and remember that ye are free to act for yourselves—to choose the way of everlasting death or the way of Eternal Life.”
2 Nephi 31:18, 20: “And then are ye in this strait and narrow path which leads to Eternal Life; yea, ye have entered in by the gate; ye have done according to the commandments of the Father and the Son; and ye have received the Holy Ghost, which witnesses of the Father and the Son, unto the fulfilling of the promise which he hath made, that if ye entered in by the way ye should receive……..Wherefore, ye must press forward with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God and of all men. Wherefore, if ye shall press forward, feasting upon the word of Christ, and endure to the end, behold, thus saith the Father: Ye shall have Eternal Life.”
2 Nephi 33:4: “And I know that the Lord God will consecrate my prayers for the gain of my people. And the words which I have written in weakness will be made strong unto them; for it persuadeth them to do good; it maketh known unto them of their fathers; and it speaketh of Jesus, and persuadeth them to believe in him, and to endure to the end, which is Life Eternal.” 
Jacob 6:11: “O then, my beloved brethren, repent ye, and enter in at the strait gate, and continue in the way, which is narrow, until ye shall obtain Eternal Life.”
Mosiah 2:41: “And moreover, I would desire that ye should consider on the blessed and happy state of those that keep the commandments of God. For behold, they are blessed in all things, both temporal and spiritual; and if they hold out faithful to the end they are received into heaven, that thereby they may dwell with God in a state of never-ending happiness. O remember, remember that these things are true…”

Mosiah 5: 15: “Therefore, I would that ye should be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in good works, that Christ, the Lord God Omnipotent, may seal you his, that you may be brought to heaven, that ye may have everlasting salvation and Eternal Life, through the wisdom, and power, and justice, and mercy of him who created all things, in heaven and in earth, who is God above all.”

Mosiah 18:9: “Yea, and are willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and comfort those that stand in need of comfort, and to stand as witnesses of God at all times and in all things, and in all places that ye may be in, even until death, that ye may be redeemed of God, and be numbered with those of the first resurrection, that ye may have Eternal Life—“
Mosiah 26:20: “Thou art my servant; and I covenant with thee that thou shalt have Eternal Life; and thou shalt serve me and go forth in my name, and shalt gather together my sheep.”
Mosiah 28:6-7: “And king Mosiah went and inquired of the Lord if he should let his sons go up among the Lamanites to preach the word. And the Lord said unto Mosiah: Let them go up, for many shall believe on their words, and they shall have Eternal Life….”

Alma 7:15-16:  Yea, come and go forth, and show unto your God that ye are willing to repent of your sins and enter into a covenant with him to keep his commandments, and witness it unto him this day by going into the waters of baptism. And whosoever doeth this, and keepeth the commandments of God from thenceforth…. he shall have Eternal Life, according to the testimony of the Holy Spirit, which testifieth in me.
Alma 11:40: “And he shall come into the world to redeem his people; and he shall take upon him the transgressions of those who believe on his name; and these are they that shall have Eternal Life, and salvation cometh to none else.”

Alma 13:29: “Having faith on the Lord; having a hope that ye shall receive Eternal Life; having the love of God always in your hearts, that ye may be lifted up at the last day and enter into his rest.” 
Alma 22:15: “And it came to pass that after Aaron had expounded these things unto him, the king said: What shall I do that I may have this Eternal Life of which thou hast spoken?”

Alma 34:33-34: “For behold, this life is the time for men to prepare to meet God; yea, behold the day of this life is the day for men to perform their labors. And now, as I said unto you before, as ye have had so many witnesses, therefore, I beseech of you that ye do not procrastinate the day of your repentance until the end; for after this day of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, behold, if we do not improve our time while in this life, then cometh the night of darkness wherein there can be no labor performed. Ye cannot say, when ye are brought to that awful crisis that I will repent, that I will return to my God. Nay, ye cannot say this; for that same spirit which doth possess your bodies at the time that ye go out of this life, that same spirit will have power to possess your body in that eternal world.”
3 Nephi 9:14: “Yea, verily I say unto you, if ye will come unto me ye shall have Eternal Life. Behold, mine arm of mercy is extended towards you, and whosoever will come, him will I receive; and blessed are those who come unto me.” 
3 Nephi 15:9: “Behold, I am the law, and the light. Look unto me, and endure to the end, and ye shall live; for unto him that endureth to the end will I give Eternal Life.”

Moroni 7:41: “And what is it that ye shall hope for? Behold I say unto you that ye shall have hope through the atonement of Christ and the power of his resurrection, to be raised unto Life Eternal, and this because of your faith in him according to the promise.”

Moroni 9:25: “My son, be faithful in Christ; and may not the things which I have written grieve thee, to weigh thee down unto death; but may Christ lift thee up, and may his sufferings and death, and the showing his body unto our fathers, and his mercy and long-suffering, and the hope of his glory and of Eternal Life, rest in your mind forever.”

Scriptures from the New Testament on Eternal Life

John 17:3: “And this is Life Eternal that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” 
Matthew 7:13-14: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it.”
Matthew: 25:33-35: “And He shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, ‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in’” 

Luke 10:25-28: “And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit Eternal Life? He said unto him, ‘What is written in the law? how readest thou?’ And he answering said, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.’ And he said unto him, ‘Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.”
John 3:16-17: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have Everlasting Life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved” 

John 3:36: “He that believeth on the Son hath Everlasting Life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

John 4:13-14: “Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into Everlasting Life.”

John 4:36: “And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto Life Eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.”

John 5:24: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath Everlasting Life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.”
John 6:27: “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto Everlasting Life, which the Son of man shall give unto you.” 

John 6:47-48: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. I am that bread of life.”

John 6:54: “Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath Eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”
John 6:68-69: “Lord to whom shall we go ‘thou hast the words of Eternal Life’”
John 10:27-28: “My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me, and I give unto them Eternal Life”
John 14:2-3: “In my Father's house are many mansions: if [it were] not [so], I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, [there] ye may be also.” 

John 17:3: “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

John 19:16-21: “And, behold, one came and said unto him, ‘Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, …..but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.”
1 Corinthians 2:9: “Eye hath not seen nor ear heard…the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him”

1 Corinthians 15:40-44:  “There are also Celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars for one star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.”
Romans 2:7: “Who will render to every man according to his deeds. To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for Glory and Honour and Immortality, Eternal Life.”   
Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] Eternal Life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

1 Timothy 6:12 “Fight the good fight, lay hold on Eternal Life
1 Timothy 7:18-19: “That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on Eternal life.”
1 Peter 5:4: “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 

1 John 5:11, 13: “And this is the record, that God hath given to us Eternal Life, and this life is in his Son. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have Eternal Life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”
Jude 1:21: “Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto Eternal Life.”

 I John 2:24-25: “Ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even Eternal Life.”
Revelations 3:21: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my Throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in His Throne”

Revelations 5:10: “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests and we shall reign on the earth.”
The Experience of Enos

Enos 1:2-9: “And I will tell you of the wrestle which I had before God, before I received a remission of my sins. Behold, I went to hunt beasts in the forests; and the words which I had often heard my father speak concerning Eternal Life, and the joy of the saints, sunk deep into my heart. And my soul hungered; and I kneeled down before my Maker, and I cried unto Him in mighty prayer and supplication for mine own soul; and all the day long did I cry unto Him; yea, and when the night came I did still raise my voice high that it reached the Heavens. And there came a voice unto me, saying: Enos, thy sins are forgiven thee, and thou shalt be blessed. And I, Enos, knew that God could not lie; wherefore, my guilt was swept away. And I said: Lord, how is it done? 
And He said unto me: ‘Because of thy faith in Christ, whom thou hast never before heard nor seen. And many years pass away before He shall manifest Himself in the flesh; wherefore, go to, thy faith hath made thee whole.’ Now, it came to pass that when I had heard these words I began to feel a desire for the welfare of my brethren, the Nephites; wherefore, I did pour out my whole soul unto God for them.” 

Enos 1:27: “And I soon go to the place of my rest, which is with my Redeemer; for I know that in Him I shall rest. And I rejoice in the day when my mortal shall put on immortality, and shall stand before Him; then shall I see His face with pleasure, and He will say unto me: ‘Come unto me, ye blessed, there is a place prepared for you in the mansions of my Father.’” 
The Saints will be Crowned with Glory
D&C 58:4: “For after much tribulation come the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be crowned with much glory; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand.”
D&C 78:15: “That you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many Kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion……”
D&C 104:7: “I the Lord have promised unto you a Crown of Glory at my right hand” 
Moses 7:56: “And he heard a loud voice; and the heavens were veiled; and all the creations of God mourned; and the earth groaned; and the rocks were rent; and the saints arose, and were crowned at the right hand of the Son of Man, with crowns of glory” 

The Glory of the Celestial Kingdom

D&C 76:70:  “These are they whose bodies are Celestial, whose glory is that of the sun, even the glory of God, the highest of all, whose glory the sun of the firmament is written of as being typical.” 
D&C 76:92-96: “And thus we saw the Glory of the Celestial, which excels in all things--where God, even the Father, reigns upon His throne forever and ever; before whose throne all things bow in humble reverence, and give Him Glory forever and ever. They who dwell in His presence are the church of the Firstborn; and they see as they are seen, and know as they are known, having received of His fulness and of His grace; And He makes them equal in power, and in might, and in dominion. And the Glory of the Celestial is one, even as the glory of the sun is one.” 
D&C 77:1: 1 Q. “What is the sea of glass spoken of by John, 4th chapter, and 6th verse of the Revelation? A. It is the earth, in its sanctified, immortal, and eternal state.”
D&C 88:18-20: “Therefore, it must needs be sanctified from all unrighteousness, that it may be prepared for the Celestial Glory; For after it hath filled the measure of its creation, it shall be crowned with Glory, even with the presence of God the Father; That bodies who are of the Celestial Kingdom may possess it forever and ever; for, for this intent was it made and created, and for this intent are they sanctified.” 

D&C 130:6-11: “The angels do not reside on a planet like this earth; but they reside in the presence of God, on a globe like a sea of glass and fire, where all things for their glory are manifest, past, present, and future, and are continually before the Lord. The place where God resides is a great Urim and Thummim. This earth, in its sanctified and immortal state, will be made like unto crystal and will be a Urim and Thummim to the inhabitants who dwell thereon, whereby all things pertaining to an inferior kingdom, or all kingdoms of a lower order, will be manifest to those who dwell on it; and this earth will be Christ's. Then the White Stone mentioned in Revelation 2:17, will become a Urim and Thummim to each individual who receives one, whereby things pertaining to a higher order of Kingdoms will be made known; And a white stone is given to each of those who come into the Celestial Kingdom, whereon is a new name written, which no man knoweth save he that receiveth it. The new name is the key word.” 

D&C 137:1-4: “The Heavens were opened upon us, and I beheld the Celestial Kingdom of God, and the glory thereof, whether in the body or out I cannot tell. I saw the transcendent beauty of the gate through which the heirs of that kingdom will enter, which was like unto circling flames of fire; Also the blazing throne of God, whereon was seated the Father and the Son. I saw the beautiful streets of that Kingdom, which had the appearance of being paved with gold.” 

Revelations 15:2: “And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire; and them that had gotten the victory over the beast……stand on the sea of glass….”
Revelations 21:1, 10-27: “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea……………And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the Glory of God: and her light [was] like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 
And had a wall great and high, [and] had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are [the names] of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred [and] forty [and] four cubits, [according to] the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 

And the building of the wall of it was [of] jasper: and the city [was] pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city [were] garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation [was] jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates [were] twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city [was] pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 

And I saw no Temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the Temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it: for the Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb [is] the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 

And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither [whatsoever] worketh abomination or [maketh] a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.” 

Revelations 22:1-5: “And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, [was there] the Tree of Life, which bare twelve [manner of] fruits, [and] yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree [were] for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they shall see His face; and His name [shall be] in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign forever and ever.” 

Articles on Eternal Life

‘Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith’ pages 345-348 extracts
 “God Himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens…It is the first principle of the gospel to know for a certainty the Character of God, and to know that He may converse with Him as one man converses with another, and that He was once a man like us; yea, that God Himself, the Father of all , dwelt on an earth….

“Here then, is Eternal Life- to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and to be Kings and priests to God, the same as all Gods have done before you, namely by going from one small degree to another, and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting power.” Teachings p 345-347

Although the earthly tabernacle is laid down and dissolved, they shall rise again to dwell in everlasting burnings in immortal glory, not to sorrow, suffer, or die anymore; but they shall be heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. What is it? To inherit the same power, the same glory and the same exaltation until you arrive at the station of a God and ascend the throne of eternal power, the same as those who have gone before. ….What did Jesus do. Why: I do the things I saw my Father do when worlds came rolling into existence…and when I get my Kingdom, I shall present to my Father, so that He may obtain Kingdom upon Kingdom, and it will exalt Him in Glory. He will then take a higher exaltation, and will take His place and thereby become exalted myself….God is thus glorified and exalted in the salvation and exaltation of all of His children.

When you climb up a ladder you must begin at the bottom and ascend step by step, until you arrive at the top; and so it is with the principles of the gospel-you must begin with the first, and go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation. But it will be a great while after you have passed through the veil before you will have learned them. It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it will be a great work to learn our salvation and exaltation even beyond the grave. (Teachings page 348)
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith pages 374-375 extracts
“Jesus answered them, ‘Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye of Him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?’” John 10:34-36

After quoting the above scripture John 10:34-36 the Prophet taught:

“And every man who reigns in Celestial Glory is a God to His dominions……They who obtain a glorious resurrection from the dead are exalted far above principalities, powers, thrones, dominions, and angels, and are expressly declared to be heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, all having Eternal power.” END

The City Eternal-A Vision of President David O’McKay

This vision took place on May 10. 1921 on board a ship approaching Apia Samoa as recorded in the diary of President McKay. (See “Cherished Experiences from the writings of David O McKay complied by Claire Middlemiss page 152). Elder McKay was on a world-wide tour of the missions of the church assigned by President Heber J. Grant which took one year to complete. 

“Towards evening the reflection of the afterglow of a beautiful sunset was most splendid. The sky was tinged with pink, and the clouds lingering around the horizon, were fringed with various hues of crimson and orange, while the heavy cloud farther to the west was sombre, purple and black. The various colours cast varying shadows on the peaceful surface of the water. Those from the cloud were long and dark, those from the crimson-tinged sky, clear but rose-tinted and fading into a faint pink that merged into the clear blue of the ocean. Gradually the shadows became deeper and heavier and then all merged into a beautiful calm twilight that made the sea look like a great mirror upon which fell the faint light of the crescent moon. 

Pondering still upon this beautiful scene, I lay in my berth at ten o’clock that night and thought to myself: charming as it is it doesn’t stir my soul with emotion as do the innocent lives of children and the sublime characters of loved ones and friends. Their beauty and unselfishness and heroism are after all the most glorious!  

“I then fell asleep, and beheld in vision something infinitely sublime. In the distance I beheld a beautiful white city. Though far away, yet I seemed to realize that trees with luscious fruit, shrubbery with gorgeously-tinted leaves, and flowers in perfect bloom abounded everywhere. The clear sky above seemed to reflect these beautiful shades of colour. I then saw a great concourse of people approaching the city. Each one wore a white flowing robe, and a white headdress. Instantly my attention seemed centred upon their leader, and though I could see only the profile of His features and his body, I recognized Him at once as my Saviour! The tint and radiance of His countenance were glorious to behold! There was a peace about Him which seemed sublime- it was Divine. 
The City I understood was His. It was the City Eternal, and the people following Him were to abide there in peace and eternal happiness. But who were they?  As if the Saviour read my thoughts, He answered by pointing to a semi-circle that then appeared above them, and on which were written in gold the words : “These are They Who Have Overcome the World-Who have Truly Been Born Again”. 

When I awoke, it was breaking day over Apia harbour. END

Teachings of Lorenzo Snow Chapter 5: “The Grand Destiny of the Faithful” Teachings of Presidents of the Church.
“It is a wonderful pleasure to speak upon the great things that God proposes to bestow upon His sons and daughters, and that we shall attain to if we are faithful.”

From the Life of Lorenzo Snow

In the spring of 1840, Lorenzo Snow was in Nauvoo, Illinois, preparing to leave for a mission in England. He visited the home of his friend Henry G. Sherwood, and he asked Brother Sherwood to explain a passage of scripture. “While attentively listening to his explanation,” President Snow later recalled, “the Spirit of the Lord rested mightily upon me—the eyes of my understanding were opened, and I saw as clear as the sun at noonday, with wonder and astonishment, the pathway of God and man. I formed the following couplet which expresses the revelation, as it was shown me. …

“As man now is, God once was:

“As God now is, man may be.”

In addition to making this truth a theme for many of his sermons, he adopted it as the theme for his life. His son LeRoi said, “This revealed truth impressed Lorenzo Snow more than perhaps all else; it sank so deeply into his soul that it became the inspiration of his life and gave him his broad vision of his own great future and the mighty mission and work of the Church.” It was his “constant light and guide” and “a bright, illuminating star before him all the time—in his heart, in his soul, and all through him.”

Teachings of Lorenzo Snow (cont.)
 “Through a continual course of progression our Heavenly Father has received exaltation and glory, and he points us out the same path and, inasmuch as he is clothed with power, authority and glory, he says, “walk ye up and come in possession of the same glory and happiness that I possess.”

“The people of God are precious in His sight; His love for them will always endure, and in His might and strength and affection, they will triumph and be brought off more than conqueror. They are His children, made in His image and destined through obedience to His laws to become like unto Him. …
… This is the high destiny of the sons of God, they who overcome, who are obedient to His commandments, who purify themselves even as He is pure. They are to become like Him; they will see Him as He is; they will behold His face and reign with Him in His glory, becoming like unto Him in every particular.” 
“The Lord has placed before us incentives of the grandest character. In the revelations which God has given, we find what a person can reach who will travel this path of knowledge and be guided by the Spirit of God. I had not been in this Church [very long] when it was clearly shown to me what a man could reach through a continued obedience to the Gospel of the Son of God. That knowledge has been as a star continually before me, and has caused me to be particular in trying to do that which was right and acceptable to God. … It seems, after all the education that we had in things pertaining to the celestial worlds, that there are some Latter-day Saints who are so well satisfied with simply knowing that the work is true that when you come to talk to them of our great future they seem surprised, and think it has nothing to do particularly with them. John the Revelator, in the third chapter of his first epistle, says:

“Now are we the sons of God.” [1 John 3:2.]… And he goes on: “And it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as God is pure.” [See 1 John 3:2–3.]

… The Spirit of God has conveyed to us that there are solid and solemn truths in expressions of this kind. Paul, in speaking to the Philippians, suggested that they cultivate an ambition which is quite strange to the people at the present time, though not so to the Latter-day Saints, especially those who are not satisfied to be but babes in the things of God. He says:

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” [Philippians 2:5–6.]
… This [is] what Paul taught, and he understood what he was talking about. He was caught up to the third heaven and heard things, he tells us that were unlawful for man to utter [see 2 Corinthians 12:1–7]. … Would it be wrong for us to ask the people here to cultivate an ambition of this character? There are a number of sayings in the Bible, particularly in the New Testament, that seem strange to people not in possession of the Spirit of the Lord.

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things.” [Revelation 21:7.]
What an expression is that? Who believes it? If a father were to say to his son, “My son, be faithful, and follow my counsels, and when you become of age you shall inherit all that I possess,” it would mean something, would it not? If the father told the truth, that son would have something to encourage him to be faithful. Did Jesus want to deceive us when He made use of this expression? I will assure you that there is no deception in the language. He meant precisely what He said. Again, Jesus said: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne.” [Revelation 3:21.] That is a wonderful saying. Is there any truth in it? It is all true. It is the Lord Almighty that said it. 
We are told in the Scriptures by the Apostle Paul: “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” [2 Corinthians 5:1.] I believe that. And when he says that Jesus “shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body” [Philippians 3:21] I believe that also. Do the Latter-day Saints believe these things that I am talking about? You must, of course, believe them.
 Again: “For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me; “And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father; “And he that receiveth my Father, receiveth my Father’s kingdom; therefore all that my Father hath shall be given unto him.” [D&C 84:36–38.] Could anyone think of anything more that could be given? … Paul comprehended these things very well, for he said he “pressed forward to the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” [See Philippians 3:14.]

In these remarks which I have made we may see something in regard to the nature of this high calling in Christ Jesus. …… I do not know how many there are here that have got a real knowledge of these things in their hearts. If you have, I will tell you what its effects will be. As John said: “Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as God is pure.” [See 1 John 3:3.]
… God has pointed out the results of traveling upon this road of glory and exaltation and the promises are sure. The Lord knew precisely what He could do. He knew what materials He had to operate with, and He knew just what He said. If we do the part that He has assigned unto us, and keep our second estate, we shall be sure to realize these promises in every particular, and more than you and I can possibly comprehend.”

“There is no Latter-day Saint within the sound of my voice but that certainly has this prospect of coming forth in the morning of the first resurrection and being glorified, exalted in the presence of God, having the privilege of talking with our Father as we talk with our earthly father.”
“There could not be placed before men more glorious prospects than are placed before the Saints. No mortal man could wish anything greater or that will ultimately prove more satisfactory. Everything that pertains to perfect peace, happiness, glory and exaltation is before the Latter-day Saints. We should enjoy the spirit of this, and keep it actively before us. We should not let our prospects be darkened in the least by doing that which is not acceptable before the Lord.”13
“My hopes in reference to the future life are supremely grand and glorious, and I try to keep these prospects bright continually; and that is the privilege and the duty of every Latter-day Saint.”14
“We do not all of us fully comprehend the blessings and privileges that are prepared in the gospel for us to receive. We do not fully comprehend, and we do not have before our view the things which await us in the eternal worlds, nor indeed the things which await us in this life and that are calculated to promote our peace and happiness and answer the desires of our hearts. …We frequently, in the multitude of cares around us, get forgetful and these things are not before us, then we do not comprehend that the gospel is designed and calculated in its nature to bestow upon us those things that will bring glory, honor and exaltation, that will bring happiness, peace and glory. We are apt to forget these things in the midst of the cares and vexations of life, and we do not fully understand that it is our privilege, and that the Lord has placed it in our reach to pursue that gospel whereby we may have peace within us continually. …


Where is there cause to mourn? Where is there cause for the Saints to wear long faces? Where is there cause for weeping or repining? There is none; but it is life or death that is set before us; principalities and powers are ours if we continue faithful; sorrow and banishment if we disregard the gospel. What can we wish for more than is comprehended in our religion? If we will stand firm upon the rock and will follow the Spirit that has been placed in our bosoms, we shall act right in the way of our duties, we shall act right to those who are placed over us, we shall act right whether in the light or in the dark.

Where is the man that will turn aside and throw away those prospects that are embraced in the gospel which we have received? In it there is satisfaction, there is a joy, there is stability, there is something upon which to rest our feet, there is a sure foundation to build upon and upon which to yield that which is required of us.” 
“Let us never allow our prospects to become dimmed; let them be fresh before us by day and by night, and I will assure you that if we will do this our growth from day to day and from year to year will be marvelous.” 
“We are all aiming for celestial glory, and the grandeur of the prospects before us cannot be expressed in human language. If you will continue faithful to the work in which you are engaged, you will attain unto this glory, and rejoice evermore in the presence of God and the Lamb. This is worth striving for; it is worth sacrificing for, and blessed is the man or the woman who is faithful unto the obtaining of it.” END
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