Desires Govern Action-Willing Hearts
Introduction

To desire is to want something earnestly.

What is constantly desired, over time, is what determines what a person becomes and what they will receive in eternity.
God grants unto man according to his righteous desires.
Desires determine what an individual seeks after. For example through their personal desire are they seeking to find out what the purpose of life is and whether there is life after death?

Personal desire is an individual’s very own intelligence. It is who and what they are. 

The desire of individuals generally govern the choices they make.

‘The starting point of all achievement is desire.’
‘The stronger the desire the greater the motivation, the stronger the motivation the greater the achievement.’

‘Where there is no power, there is never any desire to do a thing; and where there is strong desire to do a thing, the power to do it is strong.’ Wallace D. Wattles
Elder Dallin H Oaks stated: 
“I hope each of us will search our hearts to determine what we really desire and how we rank our most important desires. Desires dictate our priorities, priorities shape our choices, and choices determine our actions.”
“Many scriptures speak of what we (should) desire in terms of what we (should) seek. “He that seeketh me early shall find me, and shall not be forsaken” (D&C 88:83). “Seek ye earnestly the best gifts” (D&C 46:8). “He that diligently seeketh shall find” (1 Nephi 10:19). “Draw near unto me and I will draw near unto you; seek me diligently and ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (D&C 88:63). END Talk “Desire” April 2011 Conference
The Lord knows the Thoughts and Intents of the heart and cannot be mocked or deceived.
See also the study Agency, Choice, Attitude, Accountability, Probation
Jesus Subjected His Desires to the Will of His Father

D&C 19:1-2: “I am Alpha and Omega, Christ the Lord; yea, even I am He, the Beginning and the End, the Redeemer of the world. I, having accomplished and finished the will of Him whose I am, even the Father, concerning me--having done this that I might subdue all things unto myself”
D&C 19:24: “I am Jesus Christ; I came by the will of the Father, and I do His will.” 
Matthew 26:39, 42: “And He went a little further, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou [wilt]…..He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.” 
Luke 22:42-43: “Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him.” 
John 4:34: “Jesus saith unto them, my meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work.” 
John 5:30: “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” 
John 6:38-40: “For I came down from Heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is the will of Him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have Everlasting Life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 14:31: “But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.”
Moses 4:2: “But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from the beginning, said unto me--Father, thy will be done, and the Glory be thine forever.”

President John Taylor said: “The Son….came not to earth to do His own will, but the will of His Father. The will of the Father appears to have been that the Son should suffer, for He himself prayed “O my Father if it be possible let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Matt 26:39 Mediation and Atonement page 10
Jesus speaks the Words He is taught of His Father

John 8:25-29: “Then said they unto Him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, ‘Even [the same] that I said unto you from the beginning. I have many things to say and to judge of you: but He that sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of Him. They understood not that He spake to them of the Father. Then said Jesus unto them, ‘When ye have lifted up the Son of Man, then shall ye know that I am [He], and [that] I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And He that sent me is with me: The Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please Him.”
John 12:49-50: “For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, He gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that His commandment is Life Everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. 
See the study ‘Relationship of the Father to His ‘Beloved Son’
The Lord knows the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart

D&C 6:16: “Ye, I tell thee that thou mayest know that there is none else save God that knowest thy thoughts and the intents of thy heart.” 
D&C 10:16: “And then, behold, they say and think in their hearts—We will see if God has given him power to translate; if so, he will also give him power again.”
D&C 15:3: “And I will tell you that which no man knoweth save me and thee alone.” 

D&C 33:1: “Hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God ….and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
D&C 88:109: “And then shall the second angel sound his trump, and reveal the secret acts of men, and the thoughts and intents of their hearts, and the mighty works of God in the second thousand years.”
3 Nephi 28:6: “And He said unto them behold I know your thoughts and ye have desired the thing which John my beloved……desired of me” 

Alma 18:32: “And Ammon said: ‘Yea, and he looketh down upon all the children of men; and he knows all the thoughts and intents of the heart…’” 

John 4:29: “The woman then left her water pot and went her way into the city, and saith unto the men, Come and see a man, which told me all things that ever I did; is not this the Christ” (see John 4:7-30, 39-42) ‘Woman of Samaria
Desire Governs Action
The Lord works with individuals according to their desires.

Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 6:3: “Behold, the field is white already to harvest; therefore, whoso desireth to reap, let him thrust in his sickle with his might, and reap while the day lasts, that he may treasure up for his soul everlasting salvation in the kingdom of God.”

D&C 6:8: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, even as you desire of me so it shall be unto you; and if you desire, you shall be the means of doing much good in this generation.” (See 11:8)
D&C 6:20: “Behold, thou art Oliver, and I have spoken unto thee because of thy desires; therefore treasure up these words in thy heart. Be faithful and diligent……”
D&C 6:25, 27: “And, behold, I grant unto you a gift, if you desire of me, to translate, even as my servant Joseph. And now I command you, that if you have good desires—a desire to lay up treasures for yourself in heaven—then shall you assist in bringing to light, with your gift, those parts of my scriptures which have been hidden because of iniquity.”

D&C 7:1: “And the Lord said unto me: John my beloved what desirest thou? For if you shall ask what you will, it shall be granted unto you.”

D&C 7:3: “….Because thou desirest this thou shalt tarry until I come….” 
D&C 7:5, 8: “I say unto thee, Peter, this was a good desire; but my beloved has desired that he might do more, or a greater work yet among men than what he has before done. Verily I say unto you, ye shall both have according to your desires, for ye both joy in that which ye have desired.”
D&C 11:10: “Behold, thou hast a gift, or thou shalt have a gift if thou wilt desire of me in faith, with an honest heart, believing in the power of Jesus Christ, or in my power which speaketh unto thee.”
D&C 11:14: “And then shall ye know, or by this shall you know, all things whatsoever you desire of me, which are pertaining unto things of righteousness, in faith believing in me that you shall receive.”

D&C 11:17: “And then, behold, according to your desires, yea, even according to your faith shall it be done unto you.”
D&C 11:21: “Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; then, if you desire, you shall have my Spirit and my word, yea, the power of God unto the convincing of men.”

D&C 11:27: “Behold, I speak unto all who have good desires, and have thrust in their sickle to reap.”
D&C 12:6-7:  “Now, as you have asked, behold, I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion. Behold, I speak unto you, and also to all those who have desires to bring forth and establish this work.”
D&C 18:27-28: “...and the Twelve are they who shall desire to take upon them my name with full purpose of heart. And if they desire to take upon them my name with full purpose of heart, they are called to go into all the world ........”
D&C 18:37-38: “And now, behold, I give unto you, Oliver Cowdery, and also unto David Whitmer that you shall search out the Twelve, who shall have the desires of which I have spoken; And by their desires and their works you shall know them.”
D&C 20:37: “And again, by way of commandment to the church concerning the manner of baptism—All those who humble themselves before God, and desire to be baptized, and come forth with broken hearts and contrite spirits, and witness before the church that they have truly repented of all their sins, and are willing to take upon them the name of Jesus Christ…….”
D&C 43:12: “And if ye desire the glories of the Kingdom, appoint ye my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and uphold him before me by the prayer of faith.”

D&C 49:2: “Behold, I say unto you, that they desire to know the truth in part, but not all, for they are not right before me and must needs repent.”
D&C 58:44: “And now, verily, I say concerning the residue of the elders of my church, the time has not yet come, for many years, for them to receive their inheritance in this land, except they desire it through the prayer of faith, only as it shall be appointed unto them of the Lord.”

D&C 62:7: “I, the Lord, am willing, if any among you desire to ride upon horses, or upon mules, or in chariots, he shall receive this blessing, if he receive it from the hand of the Lord, with a thankful heart in all things.”
D&C 63:57: “And again, verily I say unto you, those who desire in their hearts, in meekness, to warn sinners to repentance, let them be ordained unto this power.”

D&C 67:1: “Behold and hearken, O ye elders of my church, who have assembled yourselves together, whose prayers I have heard, and whose hearts I know, and whose desires have come up before me.”

D&C 95: 16: “And let the lower part of the inner court be dedicated unto me for your sacrament offering, and for your preaching, and your fasting, and your praying, and the offering up of your most holy desires unto me, saith your Lord.”
D&C 125:4: “And let all those who come from the east, and the west, and the north, and the south, that have desires to dwell therein, take up their inheritance in the same.”

D&C 127: 10: “I will say to all the saints, that I desired, with exceedingly great desire, to have addressed them from the stand on the subject of baptism for the dead, on the following Sabbath. But inasmuch as it is out of my power to do so, I will.”
D&C 132: 61: “And again, as pertaining to the law of the priesthood—if any man espouse a virgin, and desire to espouse another, and the first give her consent....” 
Joseph Smith—History 1:15: “…..having looked around me, and finding myself alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God……” 
Book of Mormon

1 Nephi 2:16: “And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceedingly young, nevertheless being large in stature, and also having great desires to know of the mysteries of God, wherefore, I did cry unto the Lord; and behold he did visit me, and did soften my heart that..”
1 Nephi 11:2-3: “And the Spirit said unto me: Behold, what desirest thou? And I said: I desire to behold the things which my father saw.”
Jacob 2:3: “And ye yourselves know that I have hitherto been diligent in the office of my calling; but I this day am weighed down with much more desire and anxiety for the welfare of your souls than I have hitherto been.”
Enos 1:12-13: “And it came to pass that after I had prayed and labored with all diligence, the Lord said unto me: I will grant unto thee according to thy desires, because of thy faith. And now behold, this was the desire which I desired of him”
Mosiah 16:12: “…Having gone according to their own carnal wills and desires; having never called upon the Lord while the arms of mercy were extended towards them.”
Mosiah 18:10-11: “Now I say unto you, if this be the desire of your hearts, what have you against being baptized in the name of the Lord, as a witness............And now when the people had heard these words, they clapped their hands for joy, and exclaimed: This is the desire of our hearts.” 
Alma 9:20: “Yea, after having been such a highly favored people of the Lord; yea, after having been favored above every other nation, kindred, tongue, or people; after having had all things made known unto them, according to their desires, and their faith, and prayers, of that which has been, and which is, and which is to come.”

Alma 12:31: “Wherefore, he gave commandments unto men, they having first transgressed the first commandments as to things which were temporal, and becoming as gods, knowing good from evil, placing themselves in a state to act, or being placed in a state to act according to their wills and pleasures, whether to do evil or to do good.”
Alma 18:35: “And a portion of that Spirit dwelleth in me, which giveth me knowledge, and also power according to my faith and desires which are in God.”
Alma 29:4-5: “I ought not to harrow up in my desires the firm decree of a just God, for I know that he granteth unto men according to their desire, whether it be unto death or unto life; yea, I know that he allotteth unto men, yea, decreeth unto them decrees which are unalterable, according to their wills, whether they be unto salvation or unto destruction. Yea, and I know that good and evil have come before all men; he that knoweth not good from evil is blameless; but he that knoweth good and evil, to him it is given according to his desires, whether he desireth good or evil, life or death, joy or remorse of conscience.”
Alma 41:3, 5-6: “And it is requisite with the justice of God that men should be judged according to their works; and if their works were good in this life, and the desires of their hearts were good, that they should also, at the last day, be restored unto that which is good. The one raised to happiness according to his desires of happiness, or good according to his desires of good; and the other to evil according to his desires of evil; for as he has desired to do evil all the day long even so shall he have his reward of evil when the night cometh. And so it is on the other hand. If he hath repented of his sins, and desired righteousness until the end of his days, even so he shall be rewarded unto righteousness.”
Helaman 12:6: “Behold, they do not desire that the Lord their God, who hath created them, should rule and reign over them; notwithstanding his great goodness and his mercy towards them, they do set at naught his counsels, and they will not that he should be their guide.”
3 Nephi 17:8: “For I perceive that ye desire that I should show unto you what I have done unto your brethren at Jerusalem, for I see that your faith is sufficient that I should heal you.”

3 Nephi 19:9: “And they did pray for that which they most desired; and they desired that the Holy Ghost should be given unto them.”
3 Nephi 28:1-2: “And it came to pass when Jesus had said these words, he spake unto his disciples, one by one, saying unto them: What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the Father? And they all spake, save it were three, saying: We desire that......” 
Ether 3:2: “O Lord, thou hast given us a commandment that we must call upon thee, that from thee we may receive according to our desires.”

Bible

Psalm 37:4 “Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.”
Matthew 6:21: “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Romans 10:1-2: “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.”
Willing Hearts

Exodus 35:4-5: “And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the Lord commanded, saying, Take ye from among you an offering unto the Lord: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the Lord; gold, and silver, and brass.”
Exodus 35:21-22: “And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord’s offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments. And they came, both men and women, as many as were willing hearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that offered offered an offering of gold unto the Lord.”

Exodus 35:29: “The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the Lord, every man and woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of work, which the Lord had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses.”
Exodus 36:2: “And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the Lord had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it.”

1 Chronicles 28:9: “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.”
1 Chronicles 29:8-9: “And they with whom precious stones were found gave them to the treasure of the house of the Lord, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord: and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.”

Isaiah 1:19-20: “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” (See D&C 64: 34-35)
1 Peter 5:2: “Feed the flock of God, which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind.”

2 Corinthians 8:12: “For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.”
1 Corinthians 9:17: “For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.”

Mosiah 3:19: “For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.”

Mosiah 26:18: “Yea, blessed is this people who are willing to bear my name; for in my name shall they be called; and they are mine.”
Helaman 3:35: “Nevertheless they did fast and pray oft, and did wax stronger and stronger in their humility, and firmer and firmer in the faith of Christ, unto the filling their souls with joy and consolation, yea, even to the purifying and the sanctification of their hearts, which sanctification cometh because of their yielding their hearts unto God.”
3 Nephi 18:10: “And when the disciples had done this, Jesus said unto them: ‘Blessed are ye for this thing which ye have done, for this is fulfilling my commandments, and this doth witness unto the Father that ye are willing to do that which I have commanded you.”
D&C 64:34-35: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last days. And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall not inherit the land.”

D&C 97:8: “Verily I say unto you, all among them who know their hearts are honest, and are broken, and their spirits contrite, and are willing to observe their covenants by sacrifice—yea, every sacrifice which I, the Lord, shall command—they are accepted of me.”

D&C 101:63-64: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation—That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled.”

D&C 101:75: “There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.”
“According to the Desire of Our Hearts” Neil A Maxwell Oct 1996 G C
“Whether in their conception or expression, our desires profoundly affect the use of our moral agency”

“Desire denotes a real longing or craving. Hence righteous desires are much more than passive preferences or fleeting feelings. Of course our genes, circumstances, and environments matter very much, and they shape us significantly. Yet there remains an inner zone in which we are sovereign, unless we abdicate. In this zone lies the essence of our individuality and our personal accountability. Therefore, what we insistently desire, over time, is what we will eventually become and what we will receive in eternity. “For I [said the Lord] will judge all men according to their works, according to the desire of their hearts” (D&C 137:9; see also Jer. 17:10). Alma said, “I know that [God] granteth unto men according to their desire, …I know that he allotteth unto men … according to their wills” (Alma 29:4).”

“Whenever spiritually significant things are under way, righteous desires are present. Meek desire characterized those awaiting baptism at the waters of Mormon. With their baptismal commitments spelled out specifically, “they … exclaimed: This is the desire of our hearts” (Mosiah 18:11). The Nephite multitude, enraptured by the presence of the resurrected Jesus, knelt in humble and intensive prayer, yet “they did not multiply many words, for it was given unto them what they should pray, and they were filled with desire” (3 Ne. 19:24). It is up to us. God will facilitate, but He will not force.” 
“The absence of any keen desire—merely being lukewarm—causes a terrible flattening (see Rev. 3:15). William R. May explained such sloth: “The soul in this state is beyond mere sadness and melancholy. It has removed itself from the rise and fall of feelings; the very root of its feelings in desire is dead. … To be a man is to desire. The good man desires God and other things in God. The sinful man desires things in the place of God, but he is still recognizably human, inasmuch as he has known desire. The slothful man, however, is a dead man, an arid waste. … His desire itself has dried up” (“A Catalogue of Sins,” as quoted in Christian Century, 24 Apr. 1996, 457).”

Even a spark of desire can begin change. The prodigal son, sunk in despair, nevertheless desired and “came to himself,” determining that “I will arise and go to my father” (Luke 15:17–18).
Each assertion of a righteous desire, each act of service, and each act of worship, however small and incremental, adds to our spiritual momentum. Like Newton’s Second Law, there is a transmitting of acceleration as well as a contagiousness associated with even the small acts of goodness.
Even so, given our responsibilities for our own desires, we should not be surprised that Adam and Eve, such superb parents who conscientiously taught all things to their children, still lost some of them! Lehi and Sariah made the same effort, doing so “with all the feeling of a tender parent” (1 Ne. 8:37). Yet they experienced the same thing with Laman and Lemuel, who “understood not the dealings of the Lord” (Mosiah 10:14). Fixing responsibility for such recalcitrance where it should be, the Prophet Joseph Smith observed: “Men who have no principle of … truth, do not understand the word of truth when they hear it. The devil taketh away the word of truth out of their hearts, because there is no desire for righteousness in them” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 96).
Brothers and sisters, a loving God will work with us, but the initiating particle of desire which ignites the spark of resolve must be our own.” END
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