Angels Visit Mortals
Introduction
All who are allowed to visit from the Spirit World may be termed as Angels in the broadest definition. An Angel is any personage who is specifically sent from the Spirit World with a message or task to perform. Angels visit for a purpose approved of God and authorized by those in authority on the other side of the veil. 

The word Angel actually means messenger.
Religious art that portrays Angels with wings and halos of light are artistic devises used to distinguish them from mere mortals. They are symbols of both power and to represent the ability of Angels to move swiftly between Heaven and earth. Of course angels do not have wings (see D&C 77:4)
D&C 130:5: “There are no Angels who minister to this earth, but those who do belong or have belonged to it”
Alma 32:23: “And now, he imparteth his word by angels unto men, yea, not only men but women also.”
Alma 12:28-29: “And after God had appointed that these things should come unto man, behold, then he saw that it was expedient that man should know concerning the things whereof he had appointed unto them; Therefore he sent angels to converse with them, who caused men to behold of his glory.”
President Joseph F. Smith gave insight about angels who minister to those on the earth

“When messengers are sent to minister to the inhabitants of this earth, they are not strangers, but from the ranks of our kindred, friends, and fellow-beings and fellow-servants. The ancient prophets who died were those who came to visit their fellow creatures upon the earth. They came to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; it was such beings—holy beings if you please—who waited upon the Savior and administered to him on the Mount. 
The angel that visited John, when an exile, and unfolded to his vision future events in the history of man upon the earth, was one who had been here, who had toiled and suffered in common with the people of God. … 
In like manner our fathers and mothers, brothers, sisters and friends who have passed away from this earth, having been faithful, and worthy to enjoy these rights and privileges, may have a mission given them to visit their relatives and friends upon the earth again, bringing from the Divine Presence messages of love, of warning, or reproof and instruction, to those whom they had learned to love in the flesh.” (Gospel Doctrine, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1970, pp. 435–36.
The Visits of Angels has been Frequent since the Days of Adam

The many recorded experiences in scripture, church history, and in member’s journals attest to the fact that Angelic ministrations are real reasonably frequent and administer to the needs of human beings. Angels are one of the means by which Our Heavenly Father communicates and has influence over His children.
Elder Mark E. Petersen stated: “Many people no longer believe in the ministry of angels, but God does! He has used this means of communication from the days of Adam. Is there any reason He should not continue the procedure in our day? Those that doubt would do well to remember that God is the same yesterday, today and always.” Ensign Nov 1983

President Heber C. Kimball stated:  “He is nearby His Angels who are our associates. They are with us and round about us, and watch over us, and take care of us, and lead us, and guide us, and administer to our wants in their ministry and in their Holy Calling unto which they are appointed.” JD 2:22 

Elder Orson Hyde also stated: “He makes His Angels ministering Spirits and they are sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. The Lord is everywhere present by His ministering Angels, just like any other ruler, monarch or king, who has ministers everywhere through His dominions; and God’s ministers are everywhere.” JD 2:63   
Types of Angels Who Visit

Angels can come with resurrected bodies such as Moroni but most come as ministering Spirits without resurrected bodies. The many recorded visits of Angels in the Old Testament and the Book of Mormon, including those to Mary and Elizabeth in the New Testament were all Spirits without resurrected bodies simply because Christ was the first to be resurrected. 

There are five different kinds of persons who function as Angels. 

The spirits of those who have not yet come to the earth, as was the situation when an angel taught Adam the principle of sacrifice (see Moses 5:6–8). 
Those individuals who have lived righteously on earth, have died, and are awaiting their resurrection. These individuals are referred to as “just men made perfect” (D&C 129:3). The visit of Gabriel to Zacharias and to Mary illustrates this kind of Angel. 
Translated beings can function as angels, as was the case with the appearance of Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration (see Matt. 17:1–3). The Apostle John was translated and became “a ministering angel; he shall minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation who dwell on the earth” (D&C 7:6). 
Resurrected persons also can serve as angels. The appearances of Moroni and John the Baptist to Joseph Smith illustrate this type. 
And lastly, holy men living on earth occasionally are referred to as angels as they act as ministers for God. The appearance of angels to Lot to warn him of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah seems to fit this classification (see Genesis Chapter 19)
Some of the Purposes in Angelic Visitation

What do angels do when they minister unto men and women? The scriptures show that they:

Announce and testify of events pertaining to God’s work and glory (see Matt. 1:20–21; 28:1–6; Luke 1:11–20; 2:8–14; Rev. 14:6; D&C 88:92–110)


Preach the gospel and minister “unto the children of men, to make manifest concerning the coming of Christ” (Moro. 7:22; see also Moses 5:58)

Declare “the Word of Christ unto chosen vessels of the Lord, that they may bear testimony of Him” (Moro. 7:31; see also Mosiah 3:1–27)

Bring to earth “their rights, their keys, their honors, their majesty and glory, and the power of their priesthood” (D&C 128:21; see also 27:12; 110:11–16; JS—H 1:68–70)

Protect and guide the servants of God in times of trouble so that they may accomplish his purposes (see Acts 5:18–20; Dan. 3:28; 1 Ne. 3:29; Hel. 5)

Bring comfort, instruction, and warnings to faithful individuals in times of need (see Gen. 16:7; Ex. 23:20–23; Matt. 2:13, 19–20; 1 Ne. 11:14–15:30; Alma 8:14–18). 
Visits are allowed with Permission under the Supervision of the Priesthood

Any visitations by Angels will be orderly, with a distinct purpose fulfilling a need. They will not be, random, impromptu, weird, and disorderly with a muffled message. Such visits may well be from a different source that is trying to deceive.
 Elder Charles W. Penrose said: “As the living are not in their mortal condition, able to see and converse with the dead, it is rational to believe, the inhabitants of the spiritual domain are in their normal condition, shut out from communication with men in the flesh. By permission of the Lord, persons on either side of the veil may be manifest to those on the other, but this will certainly be by law and according to the order which God has established.” 
Visits of Angels

Bible

There are recorded visits of over 200 Angels mentioned in the Bible

Old Testament

The following are just a few examples of Angels appearing in the Old Testament

Genesis 16:7-11: “And the angel of the Lord found her (Hagar) by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur. And he said, ‘Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go?’ And she said, ‘I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.’ And the angel of the Lord said unto her, ‘Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.’ And the angel of the Lord said unto her,’ I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude’. And the angel of the Lord said unto her, ‘Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the Lord hath heard thy affliction.’” (See Genesis 21:17.) 
Genesis 22:11, 15: “And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I…… And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time……..”

Genesis 32:1: “And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.”
Exodus 14:19: “And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them.”
Exodus 23:20: “Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared.” (See Exodus 23:23)
Numbers 20:16: “And when we cried unto the Lord, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and hath brought us forth out of Egypt………”
1 Kings 13:18: “He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.”
2 Kings 1:3: “But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them…..” (see 2 Kings 1:15)
Daniel 3:25, 28: “He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God……. Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him…..”

Daniel 6:22-23: “My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt………..So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.”

Zechariah 2:3: “And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him.”
Zechariah 4:1: “And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep.” (See Zechariah 5:5, 10; 6:4-5.) 
New Testament

Angels Appear at the time of the Birth of Christ and John the Baptist

Luke 1:11-14: “And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.” See (Luke 1:5-25)

Luke 1:26-35: “And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, ‘Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.’
And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, ‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
Luke 2:8-14: “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Matthew 2:13: “And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.”

Matthew 2:19-20: “But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child’s life.”
Angels at the Death and Resurrection of Christ

Matthew 28:2-4: “And behold there was a great earthquake; for the Angel of the Lord descended from Heaven and came rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning and his raiment as white as snow. And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.” 
Luke 22: 41-45: “And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow.”
John 20:11-13: “But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, ‘Woman, why weepest thou?’ She saith unto them, ‘Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.’” (See Luke 24:4-8; Matthew 28:5-8; Mark 16:5-9)
At the End of his Temptation

Matthew 4:11: “Then the devil leaveth him, and behold, angels came and ministered unto him.”
At the Mount of Transfiguration

Luke 9:30: “And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.” See Matthew 17:1-4)

Angels Appeared to the Disciples of Christ
Acts 1:10-11: “And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
Acts 5:19-20: “But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.” 
Acts 8:26: “And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.”

Acts 10:3-4: “3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, ‘Cornelius.’ And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ And he said unto him, ‘Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.”
Acts 12:7-11: “And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, ‘Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.’ And the angel said unto him, ‘Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals.’ And so he did. ‘And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.’ And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.”
Revelations 1:1: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John.” (See Revelation 5:2; 10:9; 11:1; 17:7;)

Revelations 22:8-9: “And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.”
Some Book of Mormon Angelic Visitations

Nephi 1 is instructed by an Angel

1 Nephi 11:14, 21: “And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me; and he said unto me: Nephi, what beholdest thou?......And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which thy father saw?” (See all 1 Nephi 11; 1 Nephi 12, 1 Nephi 13, 1 Nephi 14 for additional visits by the Angel that visited Nephi).  
2 Nephi 10:3:”Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be expedient that Christ—for in the last night the angel spake unto me that this should be his name—should come among the Jews, among those who are the more wicked part of the world; and they shall crucify him—for thus it behooveth our God, and there is none other nation on earth that would crucify their God.”
Jacob

Jacob 7:5: “And he had hope to shake me from the faith, notwithstanding the many revelations and the many things which I had seen concerning these things; for I truly had seen angels, and they had ministered unto me. And also, I had heard the voice of the Lord speaking unto me in very word, from time to time; wherefore, I could not be shaken.”
King Benjamin

Mosiah 3:2: “And the things which I shall tell you are made known unto me by an angel from God. And he said unto me: Awake; and I awoke, and behold he stood before me.”
Mosiah 4:1: “And now, it came to pass that when king Benjamin had made an end of speaking the words which had been delivered unto him by the angel of the Lord, that he cast his eyes round about on the multitude, and behold they had fallen to the earth, for the fear of the Lord had come upon them. (See Mosiah 4:11)
Alma the Younger

Mosiah 27:11-13, 15: “And as I said unto you, as they were going about rebelling against God, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto them; and he descended as it were in a cloud; and he spake as it were with a voice of thunder, which caused the earth to shake upon which they stood; And so great was their astonishment, that they fell to the earth, and understood not the words which he spake unto them. Nevertheless he cried again, saying: Alma, arise and stand forth, for why persecutest thou the church of God? For the Lord hath said: This is my church, and I will establish it; and nothing shall overthrow it, save it is the transgression of my people……..And now behold, can ye dispute the power of God? For behold, doth not my voice shake the earth? And can ye not also behold me before you? And I am sent from God.” See Alma 38:7. 
Alma 8:14: “And it came to pass that while he was journeying thither, being weighed down with sorrow, wading through much tribulation and anguish of soul, because of the wickedness of the people who were in the city of Ammonihah, it came to pass while Alma was thus weighed down with sorrow, behold an angel of the Lord appeared unto him, saying..” See Alma 8:18, 20. Alma 9:21, 25, 29.   
Alma 10:7: “As I was journeying to see a very near kindred, behold an angel of the Lord appeared unto me and said: Amulek, return to thine own house, for thou shalt feed a prophet of the Lord; yea, a holy man, who is a chosen man of God; for he has fasted many days because of the sins of this people, and he is an hungered, and thou shalt receive him into thy house and feed him, and he shall bless thee and thy house; and the blessing of the Lord shall rest upon thee and thy house.” See Alma 10:8-10. 

Angels appear to help Nephi 3 and his brother Lehi in Missionary Work

Helaman 5:48-49: “And now, when they heard this they cast up their eyes as if to behold from whence the voice came; and behold, they saw the heavens open; and angels came down out of heaven and ministered unto them. And there were about three hundred souls who saw and heard these things; and they were bidden to go forth and marvel not, neither should they doubt.” (See Helaman 13:7, 37.)

Nephi 4 was also visited by Angels before Christ’s advent

3 Nephi 7:15: “And it came to pass that Nephi—having been visited by angels and also the voice of the Lord, therefore having seen angels, and being eye-witness, and having had power given unto him that he might know concerning the ministry of Christ, and also being eye-witness to their quick return from righteousness unto their wickedness and abominations. 

3 Nephi 7:17-18: “And Nephi did minister with power and with great authority. And it came to pass that they were angry with him, even because he had greater power than they, for it were not possible that they could disbelieve his words, for so great was his faith on the Lord Jesus Christ that angels did minister unto him daily.”

Angels Minister to Children when Christ Visited: 

3 Nephi 17:24: “And as they looked to behold they cast their eyes towards heaven, and they saw the heavens open, and they saw angels descending out of heaven as it were in the midst of fire; and they came down and encircled those little ones about, and they were encircled about with fire; and the angels did minister unto them.”
Summary

Moroni 7:29-32: “….Nay; neither have angels ceased to minister unto the children of men. For behold, they are subject unto him, to minister according to the word of his command, showing themselves unto them of strong faith and a firm mind in every form of godliness. 
And the office of their ministry is to call men unto repentance, and to fulfil and to do the work of the covenants of the Father, which he hath made unto the children of men, to prepare the way among the children of men, by declaring the word of Christ unto the chosen vessels of the Lord, that they may bear testimony of him. And by so doing, the Lord God prepareth the way that the residue of men may have faith in Christ, that the Holy Ghost may have place in their hearts, according to the power thereof; and after this manner bringeth to pass the Father, the covenants which he hath made unto the children of men.”
Angels Who Visited the Prophet Joseph Smith

“He was visited constantly by angels,” Elder George Q. Cannon said of Joseph Smith. “These various angels, the heads of dispensations, . . . ministered unto him. . .. He had vision after vision in order that his mind might be fully saturated with a knowledge of the things of God, and that he might comprehend the high and holy calling that God had bestowed upon him” (Journal of Discourses, 23:362). 

Historical records of early Latter-day Saints, Doctrine and Covenants, and early Church documents reveal detail about Joseph Smith's visions and visits by heavenly messengers 

Heavenly Messengers that helped teach Joseph Smith the truths of the gospel:

1. Adam (D&C 128:20-21) (D&C 137:5)

2. Abraham (D&C 137:5)

3. Seth

4. Enoch

5. Isaac

6. Jacob

John Taylor taught that Joseph received visitations from numerous Biblical figures, including Seth, Enoch, Isaac, and Jacob.

7. Raphael (D&C 128:21)

8. Gabriel (Noah) D&C 128:21) 

9. Moses (D&C 110:11) 

10. Elias (D&C 110:12)

11. Elijah (D&C 110:13)

12. John the Baptist (D&C 27:8)

13. Peter (D&C 27:12) (128:20)

14. James (D&C 27:12) (128:20)

15. John (D&C 27:12) (128:20)

16. Paul  (possibly-judging from Joseph Smith’s thorough description of him in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 180)

17. Nephi

18. Mormon

Orson Pratt commented that Joseph often received visits from Nephi and Mormon, among other scriptural figures.

19. Alma (perhaps, as well as other Book of Mormon prophets, according to George Q. Cannon—JD, 13:47)

20. The three Nephites (and possibly other Nephite Apostles, according to John Taylor—JD, 21:94)

21. Moroni (D&C 128:20)

22. Unnamed angels at a meeting on January 21, 1836

23. Many angels at the dedication of the Kirtland Temple, March 27, 1836

24. Many angels, not specifically identified, as noted in Doctrine and Covenants 128:20-21. That scripture notes the voices (meaning visits) of Moroni, Michael, and Peter, James, and John. It also speaks of “the voice of Gabriel, and of Raphael, and of divers angels, from Michael or Adam down to the present time, all declaring their dispensations, their rights, their keys, their honors, their majesty and glory, and the power of their priesthood; giving line upon line, precept upon precept; here a little and there a little.” JD, 13:47, 17:374, 21:94. 
‘The Ministry of Angels’ Elder Jeffrey R Holland Oct 2008 Conference
“But in times of special need, He sent angels, divine messengers, to bless His children, reassure them that heaven was always very close and that His help was always very near. Indeed, shortly after Adam and Eve found themselves in the lone and dreary world, an angel appeared unto them,  who taught them the meaning of their sacrifice and the atoning role of the promised Redeemer who was to come.

When the time for this Savior’s advent was at hand, an angel was sent to announce to Mary that she was to be the mother of the Son of God. Then a host of angels was commissioned to sing on the night the baby Jesus was born. Shortly thereafter an angel would announce to Joseph that the newborn baby was in danger and that this little family must flee to Egypt for safety.  When it was safe to return, an angel conveyed that information to the family and the three returned to the land of their heritage. 

From the beginning down through the dispensations, God has used angels as His emissaries in conveying love and concern for His children. Time in this setting does not allow even a cursory examination of the scriptures or our own latter-day history, which are so filled with accounts of angels ministering to those on earth, but it is rich doctrine and rich history indeed.

Usually such beings are not seen. Sometimes they are. But seen or unseen they are always near. Sometimes their assignments are very grand and have significance for the whole world. Sometimes the messages are more private. Occasionally the angelic purpose is to warn. But most often it is to comfort, to provide some form of merciful attention, guidance in difficult times. 
When in Lehi’s dream he found himself in a frightening place, “a dark and dreary waste,” as he described it, he was met by an angel, “a man … dressed in a white robe; … he spake unto me,” Lehi said, “and bade me follow him.” Lehi did follow him to safety and ultimately to the path of salvation.”
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