What is the True Meaning of ‘Stand in Holy Places?’
What is the true meaning of the scriptural phrase “Stand in Holy Places”?

The typical explanation of “Stand in Holy Places” in church manuals and talks is as follows:

Doctrine and Covenants Gospel Doctrine Manual for the year 2001 Page 118
After listing the scriptures on the signs of the Second Coming, including famines, scourges, sickness, desolation, wars, earthquakes, tempests, great waves of the sea, and the whole earth in commotion, etc, the question is asked in the manual:  

What does it mean to “Stand in Holy Places”? 

The scripture references which include this phrase are given as: 
D&C 45:32 

D&C 87:8 

D&C 101:22-23

The teacher is then to ask the question: 

“What are some of these Holy Places?” 

The suggested answer in the manual to these questions is: 
“They could include our temples, our chapels, our homes, and the stakes of Zion” 
No reference is made to the Old or the New Jerusalem.  
To obtain the ‘full picture’ and meaning of this phrase “Stand in Holy Places” it is necessary to analyse in detail each scripture reference in the context it was given:  

First: The meaning of ‘Stand in Holy Places’ in D&C 45:32

D&C 45:31-35: “And there shall be men standing in that generation that shall not pass until they shall see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land. But my disciples Shall Stand in Holy Places and shall not be moved; but among the wicked, men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die. And there shall be earthquakes also in divers’ places, and many desolations; yet men will harden their hearts against me, and they will take up the sword, one against another, and they will kill one another. And now, when I the Lord had spoken these words unto my disciples, they were troubled. And I said unto them: ‘Be not troubled, for, when all these things shall come to pass, ye may know that the promises which have been made unto you shall be fulfilled.’” 
After detailing the great calamities that would take place prior to the Second Coming in D&C Section 45 the Lord then admonished His disciples to ‘be not troubled’. He gave this admonition because of the promises He would make to His people.
What promises?  These are given later in the same revelation.

To the Jews: 
D&C 45:41-42: “And before the day of the Lord shall come, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon be turned into blood, and the stars fall from heaven. And the remnant (of the Jews) shall be gathered unto this place (Old Jerusalem) …” 
To the Saints: 
D&C 45:64-69, 71 (extracts only): “…call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me. And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance, which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the most High God; And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. 
And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…..And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy.”  
The ‘Holy Places’ are the Old and New Jerusalem

As the above scriptures indicate the Lord promises His people that they will gather to stand in the Holy Places of refuge which are the Jerusalem of Old and the New Jerusalem. 

There will be “…an overflowing scourge…. a desolating sickness, earthquakes, and many desolations…men will kill one another…. As a result, “every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety” 
It would not be possible for the saints to escape these calamities whilst living amongst the wicked so they would need to establish Zion and gather out from the wicked. Zion is identified as the New Jerusalem where the saints will find safety and refuge from the worldwide destructions.
This is in accord with all other scriptures on the same subject. For example: 
D&C 133:12-13: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house.” 
President Marion G. Romney gave a general conference address based on the above quoted D&C 45:35 entitled ‘Be Not Troubled’. After quoting D&C 45 he stated: 
“I hope we are all familiar with these words of the Lord and with his predictions concerning other coming events, such as the building of the New Jerusalem and the Redemption of the Old, the return of Enoch’s Zion, and Christ’s Millennial reign.

“Not only do I hope that we are familiar with these events; I hope also that we keep the vision of them continually before our minds. This I do because upon knowledge of them, and an assurance of their reality and a witness that each of us may have part therein, rests the efficacy of Christ’s admonition, “be not troubled”. It has always been faith in a lofty goal and confidence that it may be that has held people on the rugged course to high attainment. It was the assurance that they could obtain the land flowing with “milk and honey”, that held Moses to the task of leading Israel through the wilderness. It was the faith that they could obtain the “land choice above all others” that lead Lehi and his colony through the desert and across the sea. It was the vision of Zion as it shall yet be that sustained the pioneers as they trudged across the plains. Paul says that even Jesus himself endured the cross “for the joy that was set before him” (Hebrews 12:2). 
If we are to remain on course through the stresses of the rising storm, it is imperative that we have a similar sustaining and motivating goal. The Lord has given us no reason to think it will be easy to stay on course. As a matter of fact, He said that deception would become so persuasive that if it were possible, the very elect shall be deceived (Matthew 24:24). See Oct 1966 General Conference. Elder Marion G. Romney
Second: The meaning of ‘Stand in Holy Places’ in D&C 101:22-23

D&C 101:22-23: “Behold, it is my will that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and Stand in Holy Places and prepare for the revelation, which is to come, when the veil of the covering of my Temple, in my Tabernacle, which hideth the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh shall see me together.”
To avoid taking this scripture out of context it is necessary to examine the revelation in D&C Section 101 as a whole. This will assist in developing a greater understanding of what is meant by the phrase ‘gather together and stand in Holy Places’ in preparation for the Second Coming.

Doctrine and Covenants Section 101 
D&C 101:11-13: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full. And in that day, all who are found upon the watchtower, or in other words, all mine Israel, shall be saved. And they who have been scattered shall be gathered”

The need to stand in Holy Places is explained in the above quoted scripture. When the fullness of iniquity is reached the wrath of God will descend upon the nations. In that day Israel will need to be gathered to escape the promised destructions. 
D&C 101:16-21: “Therefore let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands; be still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion… And behold there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed for the work of the gathering of my saints until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or the strength of Zion “
See the study Are the Stakes of the Church Places of Safety and Refuge
Here the Lord explains that although the saints have been scattered from their Promised Land in Missouri (see also v13-14) there is no need to worry about Zion, because in the due time of the Lord the pure in heart will return to receive their inheritance in the appointed place. When there is no further room in the City of Zion further cities called stakes will be appointed in the regions round about the central City. 
Warnings and a parable are then given to admonish the Saints not to be slothful in hearkening unto the commandments concerning Zion (See v 43-62 especially 47-50)

The Lord then details what the church should specifically do when the time arrives to keep the commandment to stand in Holy Places: 
D&C 101:63-65, 67-71, 74-75: “Again verily I say unto you I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation-that the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon Holy Places, and my word must needs be fulfilled. Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the parable of the wheat and the tares……
Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches, that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed…. let not your gathering be in haste, nor by flight; but let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; all the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about…
And the churches in the Eastern countries, when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion. There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name’ willing to hearken to my voice.”  
The above quoted scriptures explains clearly what the saints have to do to ‘Stand in Holy Places’ and where they are to be established.
Third: The Meaning of ‘Stand in Holy Places’ in D&C 87:8

D&C 87:8: “Wherefore, Stand ye in Holy Places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come; for behold, it cometh quickly, saith the Lord. Amen”
Details in other parts of the revelation explain why the Saints will need to ‘stand in Holy places’: 
D&C 87:2, 6-7: “And the time will come that war will be poured out upon all nations, beginning at this place……..And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn; and with famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and the indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations; that the cry of the saints, and of the blood of the saints, shall cease to come up into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth…”   
This is similar to other scriptures on the same subject for example: 
D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; and the saints shall also hardly escape….and behold, this is not yet, but by and by. Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion and that every man should…. declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”    
D&C 29:7-8: “Ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts; wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked” 
Moses 7:60-62 (extracts): “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
The only conclusion that can be reached when the above scriptures are put in context is that to ‘stand in Holy Places’ is to stand upon the Land of Zion in Missouri in order to escape the promised desolations.
Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s Manual for the Old Testament 2002 
Lesson 36: ‘The Glory of Zion will be For a Defence’ Isaiah chapters 1-6 page 175 
This is a further illustration how the scriptures which include the phrase “Stand in Holy Places” can be taken out of context 

Extracts from the Manual: “Purpose: encourage class members to avoid the evils of the world by standing in Holy Places”
Quote D&C 45:32; 87:8; 101:22 and the teacher is to write on the blackboard: 
“Stand ye in Holy Places and be not moved”. What does this mean?
“Answers may include, being worthy at all times; desiring to be in Holy Places frequently, choosing not to go into unholy places, having confidence that God will guide you, and taking a stand for truth and holiness.”

“Class members will discover why the Lord has commanded us to stand in Holy Places and what these places are”
“Isaiah counsels the faithful to stand in Holy Places.”

“What places offer safety from the worldly conditions mentioned by Isaiah 4:5-6

‘Every dwelling place of Mount Zion’-suggested answer Homes

‘Assemblies’-suggested answer Stakes, Wards, and Branches 

Tabernacle-suggested answer Temples
The teacher is to ask the following questions: 
How can a home be a holy place and offer refuge from the wickedness of the world?

How can stakes, wards, and branches be holy places and refuges?

How can a Temple be a holy place and refuge?

How have these three holy places helped provide a defence for you from the evils of the world?

“Write ‘stand in holy places’ on the chalkboard and then write below it 

1 Homes 2 Stakes, Wards, and Branches; and 3 Temples

 List class member’s comments under each heading
What expressions are used in Isaiah 4:5-6 to describe how these holy places (i.e. Homes stakes, wards, and temples) will protect us?

“A shadow in the daytime from the heat”

“A place of refuge”

“A covert (a hiding place or shelter) from storm and from rain”

“What prophecy about Temples in the last days is included in Isaiah 2:2-3? Suggested answer: ‘many people will come to the House of God, which is the Temple, and desire to learn God’s commandments and walk in His ways’
“Why do you think Isaiah described the Temple as a ‘Mountain of the Lord’?”

“Isaiah describes the Gathering of Israel in the latter days.”

In Isaiah 5:26-29, Isaiah describes the latter-day Gathering of Israel. The ensign that is being lifted up is The Church…To ‘hiss’ is to whistle or summon, which represents the invitation to the nations of the earth to gather to the church. This gathering will be swift and powerful.”
“Question- how is the prophecy that nations will be gathered to the Church being fulfilled today? Suggested answer- missionaries are going throughout the world to teach the gospel and gather people to the truth.”

END OF QUOTE FROM MANUAL

Analysis in answer to the implied meaning given to the scriptural references in the above lesson based on Isaiah chapters 1-6 
The lesson first refers to D&C 45:32; 87:8; 101:22. These scriptures are exactly the same as those explained in detail from Doctrine and Covenants lesson mentioned above. The only conclusion that could be reached is ‘to stand in holy places’ refers to the New Jerusalem and the Jerusalem of old, the places of Zion.
The following scriptures in Isaiah which are being applied to mean to the homes, wards, stakes, and Temples of the church are clearly being taken out of context. 

Isaiah 4:5-6-refers to the Millennium

This whole chapter as the heading indicates is referring to the Millennial Day.

For example, Isaiah 4:3-4 states: 
“And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem. When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.”

Note the footnote to verse 4: (a) “IE When the Lord has cleansed the earth, he will set up His dwelling and His protective presence here (See 5-6)”

Isaiah 4:5-6: “And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon all the glory (of Zion) shall be a defence. And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain”

These verses list the protective measures the Lord will set up during the Millennium.

How therefore in honesty can these scriptures be applied to the homes, wards, stakes, and temples of the church members today? This is totally taking these scriptures out of context. Hopefully the homes, chapels, and temples of the saints do offer a sanctuary from the evils of the world today, but they are not what Isaiah was referring to in these passages of scripture.
Isaiah 2:2-3-The Mountain of the Lord’s House

The questions in the manual reads: 
“What prophecy about Temples in the last days is included in Isaiah 2:2-3?” and “Why do you think Isaiah described the temple as a ‘Mountain of the Lord’?”

Isaiah 2:2-3:  “And it shall come to pass in the last days that (when) the mountain of the Lord’s House shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, come ye, and let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, to the House of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the Law and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”

Note: In the Book of Mormon when Nephi quotes the same scripture from Isaiah he uses the word ‘when’ the mountain of the Lord instead of ‘that’ as in the K J V of the Bible, See 2 Nephi 12:2
Isaiah identifies in the same verses when the Mountain of the Lord’s House will be established: 
Isaiah 2:3-4: “…..And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore” 
This is again referring to the Millennium. This has therefore not yet been fulfilled; and the Mountain of the Lord has not yet been established.

In the Heading to D&C Section 57:  The Prophet exclaims in yearning prayer: 
 “…When will Zion be built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple stand unto which all nations shall come in the last days?” Subsequently he received the following revelation:  

D&C 57:1-3: “Hearken O ye elders of my church saith the Lord who have assembled yourselves together in this land of Missouri which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus, saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the Temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courtyard” 
Clearly the Temple that is mentioned by Isaiah is the same temple referred by the Lord to the Prophet Joseph; the great Temple that will be built in independence Missouri and which will stand through the Millennium.

Additional scriptures and statements which throw light on where the Mountain of the Lord is located:

D&C 133 12-13: “And let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. (Footnote 12b refers to The New Jerusalem). And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the Mountains of the Lord’s House” (See also v 9)
D&C 117:8-9 extracts: “Is there not room enough on the Mountains of Adam-ondi-Ahman…therefore, come up hither unto the land of my people, even Zion” D&C 117:8-9 extracts
The Prophet Joseph taught: 
“That it is the Zion where the Mountain of the Lord should be and that it should be in the centre of the land”    Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 362

The phrase ‘Mountain of the Lord’ is referring to the Land of Zion whether in the Old Jerusalem in Israel or the New Jerusalem in Jackson County Missouri.

It is important to realize that the most widely accepted interpretation by Gospel Scholars on the book of Isaiah for the word ‘Mountain’ is ‘Kingdom’ or ‘Nation’ or ‘City’
As the words City or Nation are substituted for Mountain these passages of scripture become much easier to understand.
Isaiah did not describe the Temple as a ‘Mountain of the Lord’ but that the Temple would be located in a ‘City of the Lord’.
Additional examples of the use of the word Mountain by the Prophets: 
Isaiah 11:9 “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my Holy Mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 
Zechariah 8:3 “Thus saith the Lord; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a City of Truth; and the Mountain of the Lord of hosts the Holy Mountain.”
Joel 3:16-17 “The Lord also shall roar out of Zion and utter his voice from Jerusalem…. So shall ye know that I am the lord your God dwelling in Zion, my Holy Mountain” …
It is clear from the above scriptures that the Mountain of the Lord is Zion whether in the Old or New Jerusalem.

Elder Alvin R. Dyer, a former counsellor to the First Presidency stated: 
“When the final gathering of the saints, in the due time of the Lord, declared by the Prophet Joseph Smith as not many years hence, shall have been accomplished, it will centre at Independence, in Jackson County, Missouri, called by the Lord the “Centre place”, for there will be the Mountain of the Lord’s House.” From this centre “the Law shall go forth from Zion.” Refiner’s Fire page 98

“In December 1830, the Lord began the announcements of His appearance in the Temple of The New Jerusalem. Later, in February of 1831, concerning the building of the City of the New Jerusalem, and the Temple of that city, the Lord proclaimed: 
“And for the purpose of the purchasing of lands for the public benefit of the Church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed-That my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people.” D&C 42:35-36

Here the Lord shall establish his earth headquarters, his dwelling place on earth, and thus the Mountain of the Lord’s house, to be exalted above all other kingdoms, houses, or mountains of men, shall be established. From this central point, the Temple of the New Jerusalem, shall go forth the Law, to govern all of mankind upon the earth in that time of the millennial reign of Christ.” (See Micah 4:1-2) Refiners Fire pages 101-102 End of Quote
Note: concerning “in the top of the mountains” Dummelow in his Bible commentary states the meaning of this as “at the head”. This is symbolic to the fact the Lord’s House shall be at the head or above all other ‘houses’, kingdoms, cities etc that are upon the earth.

Isaiah 5:26-29-An Ensign to the Nations

The manual states: “Isaiah describes the latter-day gathering of Israel. The ensign that is being lifted up is the Church” 
Is this fully correct? An examination of other scriptures on the same topic. 

Isaiah 5:26: “And He will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and behold, they shall come with speed swiftly” 
What does modern revelation state the ensign mentioned by Isaiah to be?
D&C 64:41-43: “For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the Glory of the Lord shall be upon her; and she shall be an Ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation under Heaven and the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her, and shall fear because of her terrible ones. The Lord hath spoken it” 
This scripture ties in with another revelation on Zion: 
D&C 45:69-70: “And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another. And it shall be said among the wicked; Let us not go up to battle against Zion for the inhabitants of Zion are terrible wherefore we cannot stand.” 
The answer is clear: The Ensign referred to is Zion, the New Jerusalem to which all nations will come. Inasmuch as the church is a preparation for Zion it may be said a preparatory ensign has been lifted by the church in the world today but the full meaning of this scripture by Isaiah will not be fulfilled until the Redemption of Zion. (Also Compare Isaiah 1:19-20 with D&C 64:34-35)
The Relationship between the Church and Zion

It is hoped that member’s homes, wards, stakes and Temples will be places of righteousness, which are free from the evils of the world. The organisation of the Church serves as a preparation for the future establishment of Zion. 
Hugh Nibley explained it this way: 
“The Church is a trial run for Zion, just as Zion is for Paradise (Millennium) and as Paradise is for the Heaven of God”

Latter day Saints should not apply scriptures that obviously have reference to the completed Zion in Missouri wrongly to the Church which is scattered throughout the earth.
The church is first to be “Built Up” in every region until the New Jerusalem is prepared and the Saints gathered. 
The following scriptures teach that the Church is first to be built up in all nations as part of the Preparation for the Gathering to Zion: (numbers added)
D&C 42: 1, 8-9: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region (2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” 
D&C 31:7-8: (1) And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered” 
D&C 45:64-66, 69: “The elders are to (1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” See also D&C 64:41-43; 3 Nephi 21:22-24, 28-29
D&C 58:48-49: “And let them (1) build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let their (2) be an agent appointed by the voice of the church…to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion” 
D&C 101:74: “(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 
The above scriptures explain the two-fold reason for the preaching of the gospel and establishment of the church. This is succinctly explained in the revelation on the priesthood: 
D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem” 
These scriptures correspond with the remarks of the Savior to the Nephites: 
3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, (1) I will establish my church among them….and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, (2) That they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” 
All of the above scriptures teach in plainness and simplicity that the church is first to be established, strengthened and built up in all areas. Then when the appointed time arrives the saints are to gather to establish Zion in preparation for the Second Coming. 
The Importance of Teaching Correct Doctrine

It is wrong to use phrases of scripture outside their original intended meaning. Reference should also be made to their actual meaning so that future misrepresentations of that scripture do not occur. 
President Joseph Fielding Smith taught: “It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done, then a blurred picture would be the result.”  Joseph Fielding Smith, D.O.S 2:95-96.
The following quote was used by President Ezra T Benson
“We do not wish incorrect and unsound doctrines to be handed down to posterity under the sanction of great names, to be received and valued by future generations as authentic and reliable…. the interests of posterity are, to a certain extent in our hands. Errors in history and in doctrine if left uncorrected by us who are conversant with the events, and who are in a position to judge the truth or falsity of the doctrines, would go to our children as though we had sanctioned and endorsed them.” Messages of First presidency page 232. Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Daniel Wells. Quoted by Ezra T. Benson in Church News 27 Jan 1985 
Elder Spencer W. Kimball stated: “And so we admonish the leaders in stakes, wards, and missions to be vigilant to see that no incorrect doctrines are promulgated in their classes or congregations” Conference Report APR 1948 page 110. Elder Spencer W. Kimball
President Dieter F. Uchtdorf at April 2008 General Conference said: “Small errors and minor drifts away from the doctrine of the gospel of Jesus Christ can bring sorrowful consequences into our lives. It is therefore of critical importance that we become self-disciplined enough to make early and decisive corrections to get back on the right track and not wait or hope that errors will somehow correct themselves.

The longer we delay corrective action, the larger the needed changes become, and the longer it takes to get back on the correct course—even to the point where a disaster might be looming.” End
If misleading statements based on scripture become apparent in the church manuals the saints should endeavour to have these corrected no matter what the source of the error. 
A Few Examples of How Local Disasters Affect Members Homes and Chapels
See the study Disasters Affecting Members of the Church
Members’ Homes and Chapels are affected by disasters the same as the rest of society. How can they therefore be the Holy Places of Refuge spoken of in the above scriptures?

Elder Frederick W. Babbel who accompanied Elder Benson to Europe and formerly served as a secretary to the European mission for fourteen years recalled in General Conference April 1947: 
“I wish that you could realize some of the sufferings of the Saints in Europe; that you could see their devastated lives, their homes in shambles. Nearly ninety percent of our saints have lost their homes. Many of them have lost all of their possessions. Some have lost all of their loved ones. 

They have suffered much, my brethren and sisters. You heard President Clark read a letter here on Friday from President Walter Stover in Berlin. You may think that is an isolated case. It is only one of hundreds, many of which are much worse than the one he referred to, because our Saints in some cases have suffered more than death. It is worse than death for a mother or a father to have to stand at the point of a gun while they witness their little thirteen and fourteen-year-old daughters being ravished by fiends in human form. Some of our Saints were forced to go through that.
Nearly all meetinghouses had been destroyed. Many branches were meeting in the homes of the relatively few members who still could claim a home of their own…” End of quote
See the study What Happened to the German Saints in World War 2
Like the German Saints described above members of the Church will suffer with the rest of society when calamities occur in their nations: 

Paradise Camp Fire Hits Latter-day Saint families hard, destroys Church meetinghouses Deseret News 9 Nov 2018 
“Most or all of our members have lost their homes — I know I’ve lost two homes,” said Bishop Harrison, who presides over the Paradise 1st Ward, Chico California Stake. Meanwhile, both meetinghouses in Paradise were reportedly destroyed. 
Mormon leader, his wife and daughter among 410 killed in Ecuador quake Deseret News 18 Apr 2016 SALT LAKE CITY — 
“The number killed by Saturday's earthquake in Ecuador and its aftershocks grew Monday night to 413. Counted among them are a local LDS Church leader, his wife and his youngest daughter. A total of six members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have died and five more are injured, according to a news release posted Monday on Mormon Newsroom's Ecuador page. The release said a dozen LDS chapels sustained extensive damage in Saturday's major, 7.8-magnitude earthquake, which injured more than 2,000 people. Most of the 413 deaths were in and around the city of Portoviejo, NBC News reported.
Response to Typhoon Haiyan 1 March 2014 Church News Typhoon Haiyan struck the central Philippines on Nov. 8, destroying more than 1.1 million homes. The deadliest typhoon on record in the country, the storm left more than 6,100 people dead, injured 28,000 and displaced 4.1 million. Some 1,785 people remain missing. After the disaster, in which 42 Latter-day Saints died, the Church sent relief supplies and partnered with local and international relief organizations to assist with food, shelter, water purification, debris removal and livelihood restoration projects. 

Half of LDS homes in Tonga Destroyed or Damaged by Brutal Cyclone Deseret News 15 Jan 2014
NUKU'ALOFA, TONGA — Half of the homes of members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the path of a violent tropical cyclone that struck Tonga over the weekend were destroyed or damaged, according to a church release.

Tropical Cyclone Ian lashed the island kingdom over the weekend with winds that reached 178 mph, making it a Category 5 storm — the most destructive. The cyclone ripped through the Ha'apai island chain, destroying most of the homes in some areas, the Associated Press reported
Comfort' Amid Increasing Disasters Deseret News 10 April 2010
PROVO, Utah -- More Mormons have died from natural disasters since September than in the previous 10 years combined, said the manager of Humanitarian Emergency Response for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Church News 1 Jan 2009 http://www.ldschurchnews.com/articles/56376/Sugar-Bowl-trip-includes-time-for-worship.html
A unit of the New Orleans Louisiana Stake, the branch, located on St. Charles Avenue, three miles west of the Superdome, is still recovering from the effects of Hurricane Katrina, which devastated the city in August 2005. According to Brother Van Dam, two wards and a branch totalling nearly 700 members were reduced to a single branch of fewer than 200 because of the effects of the storm. "Two of the buildings were destroyed and most of the members were displaced," 
Copies of Correspondence to the Curriculum Department on this subject

Curriculum Planning Department

50 East North Temple St.                                                                                          

Floor 24

Salt Lake City

Utah 84150

18th September 2002

Doctrine and Covenants Teachers Manual 

Dear Brethren, 

In the teacher’s manual you invite comments on areas of ‘potential improvement’.

First may I express gratitude for the effort put forth in producing these manuals for the instruction of the saints. I gain real benefit from the Gospel Doctrine lessons. Concerning the study of the Doctrine and Covenants last year I was disappointed that so little was mentioned concerning the Redemption of Zion and related events. This is so vitally important to the saints of this generation and particularly since we are now in the seventh thousand years. I quote from the book “Refiners Fire” by Alvin R. Dyer page 333: 

“It is of compelling interest to realize that more than 50 revelations were given to the Prophet Joseph Smith over a period of 11 years from 1830 to 1841 which pertain to the Redemption of Zion, and the building of the city of the New Jerusalem. While generally Zion has many meanings and applications, the revelations concerning Zion given to the Prophet principally concern the center place of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri, and the surrounding counties.”

Since so much of the Doctrine and Covenants pertains to the establishment or Redemption of the City of Zion, do you feel that you gave it fair coverage in the manual? The only lesson directly on this subject is reserved to be the last lesson, after the church history material-lesson 46 Zion the Pure in Heart.

I stress that Zion as a place of preservation from the destructions of the last days is the utmost importance to the saints of this day. We need to learn all that we can about this subject.

I have enclosed part of an article on the subject of Zion taken primarily from the Doctrine and Covenants. I would very much appreciate your comments on this article (whether negative or positive) as to whether it is what we should be teaching the saints today

Yours sincerely Malcolm E. Twigg
2nd Letter 

Executive Secretary

Curriculum Planning Department

50 East North Temple St.

Floor 24

Salt Lake City

Utah 84150

23 August 2003

Subject- The Doctrine and Covenants Teachers Manual

Dear Brethren:

I wrote to you last year (letter dated 18th September), with my concerns over the coverage of the subject of Zion in the Doctrine and Covenants teacher’s manual. I also included a study on Zion based on the teachings of the Doctrine and Covenants. I did not receive any reply or acknowledgement from your department.

I now further enclose two articles which I have recently prepared which I hope you will study carefully before producing the next Doctrine and Covenants manual.

The first document outlines my attempt to obtain clarification through priesthood channels on the doctrine pertaining to Zion and the gathering. It clearly illustrates how the doctrine on this important subject has changed in recent years and is now in my opinion not in accordance with the Doctrine and Covenants. I have shared this article with just a few individuals who are fully committed members of the church of the church and all agree with me that major error has occurred.

The second study focuses on your interpretation of the scriptures in the teacher’s manual pertaining to the subject “Stand in Holy Places” and how these scriptures have clearly been taken out of context. If you are prepared to make a serious study of these articles you will see clearly that mistakes are being made in doctrine. Why not appoint an independent research team made up of able gospel scholars to report their findings from their study of these articles.

We are fast approaching the winding up scenes in preparation for the Second Coming and it is vital that the correct doctrine on Zion and the gathering is taught to members of the church. The Doctrine and Covenants should be the foundation of our doctrine in this dispensation. Even General Authorities are under obligation not to depart from the basic teachings outlined in this volume of scripture.

My desire in all of this is that the truth will prevail

Your sincere brother in the Gospel

Malcolm E. Twigg

See copies of the studies in separate documents
The reply to the above letter from the curriculum department 11th September 2003

CURRICULUM DEPARTMENT

50 East North Temple Street

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-3200

Phone: 801-240-2420

                                                                  11 September 2003
Dear Brother Twigg,

Thank you for your kind letter concerning the gathering of Zion. We appreciate the chance to look over the research you have done on this particular subject.

We will keep your material to be reviewed as future manuals are prepared.

Once again, thank you for taking the time to respond to our invitation for comments and suggestions. May the Lord bless you as you continue to serve him.

Sincerely David B. Marsh, Manager

Curriculum Planning and Development
Further Examples of the Misleading use of the phrase “Stand in Holy Places”
The following are further examples of the misleading interpretation of the Scriptural Phrase ‘Stand in Holy Places’ taught in the Church Today. 

Oct 2018 General Conference talk By Elder Rasband titled “Be not Troubled”

“The Lord said, regarding the scourges that would cover the land and would harden the hearts of many, “My disciples shall stand in holy places, and shall not be moved.” And then this divine counsel: “Be not troubled, for, when all these things shall come to pass, ye may know that the promises which have been made unto you shall be fulfilled.” Stand in holy places﻿—be not troubled﻿—and promises shall be fulfilled. 
Let’s look at each one of these in relation to our fears. First, stand in holy places. When we stand in holy places﻿—our righteous homes, our dedicated chapels, the consecrated temples﻿—we feel the Spirit of the Lord with us. We find answers to questions that trouble us or the peace to simply set them aside. That is the Spirit in action. These sacred places in the kingdom of God on earth call for our reverence, our respect for others, our best selves in living the gospel, and our hopes to lay aside our fears and seek the healing power of Jesus Christ through His Atonement. There is no room for fear in these holy places of God or in the hearts of His children.” End of Quote  
‘Prophecy of War, Prescription for Peace’ By Elder Matthew S. Holland Of the Seventy Liahona August 2021 Re Doctrine and Covenants 87
‘In revelation, Joseph foresaw the American Civil War and other calamities but also received divine guidance about how to be at peace.’

Stand in Holy Places
“In addition to the wars that would plague the earth in the latter days, Joseph was also told of famines, plagues, earthquakes, thunder, and vivid lightning that “the inhabitants of the earth” will experience until there is “a full end of all nations” (verse 6). To survive all of this, the Lord gives one, crystal-clear command: “Stand ye in holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come” (verse 8).

As Elder Ronald A. Rasband of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles recently explained: “When we stand in holy places—our righteous homes, our dedicated chapels, the consecrated temples—we feel the Spirit of the Lord with us. We find answers to questions that trouble us or the peace to simply set them aside. That is the Spirit in action. These sacred places in the kingdom of God on earth call for our reverence, our respect for others, our best selves in living the gospel, and our hopes to lay aside our fears and seek the healing power of Jesus Christ through His Atonement.”7
But, as Elder Rasband suggests, even in these tangible places of holiness, how we stand is even more important than where we stand. We must always live in and according to the full light of the Lord Jesus Christ. As we remain immovable in doing so, we will be standing in a holy place wherever we are physically and whatever dangers surround us.
‘Authority, Ordinances, & Preparation’ By President Dallin H. Oaks

First Counselor in the First Presidency August 2021 Liahona (Extracts)
“The scriptures are rich in references to the Second Coming, an event eagerly awaited by the righteous and dreaded or denied by the wicked. “Let the cry go forth among all people,” the Lord warned at the outset of the Restoration. “Behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh. … Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord” (Doctrine and Covenants 133:10; see also D&C 34:6).

We are living in the prophesied time “when peace shall be taken from the earth” (Doctrine and Covenants 1:35), when “all things shall be in commotion; and … men’s hearts shall fail them” (Doctrine and Covenants 88:91). We are surrounded by challenges on all sides, but with faith in God, we trust in the blessings He has promised those who keep His commandments and prepare.

As part of our preparation to meet Him, the Lord has commanded, “Stand ye in holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come; for behold, it cometh quickly” (Doctrine and Covenants 87:8). What are those “holy places”? Surely they include the temple, attended by those who keep their covenants faithfully. Surely they include places of service by faithful missionaries and others called by priesthood authority. As we stand in holy places, we exercise and are subject to priesthood authority and we seek the ordinances required for exaltation and eternal life.

President Nelson has taught, “We are just building up to the climax of this last dispensation—when the Savior’s Second Coming becomes a reality.” The signs of that Second Coming are all around us and seem to be increasing in frequency and intensity. Worldwide, we are experiencing or learning of earthquakes, famines, typhoons, floods, pestilences, and armed conflicts. But not all these signs are threatening. A positive sign of the times is the prophesied gathering of Israel, which President Nelson has declared “is the most important thing taking place on earth today.”4
As this gathering proceeds, we are establishing stakes “for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth” (Doctrine and Covenants 115:6).” END
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