Can Zion be Established Without the United Order
The scriptures clearly state that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order
D&C 105:4-5: “And are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself. (See D&C 104) (See the scriptural footnotes to verses 4 and 5. They clearly refer to the United Order)
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” 

The Lord has also stated unequivocally that the Law of Consecration will only be lived, after the Redemption of Zion:

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and Her law, be executed and fulfilled, after her Redemption.”

In interpretation of the above scripture Elder Marion G. Romney stated:

“Further implementation of the order must therefore await the Redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri. April 1966 General Conference

So, there would not be any misunderstanding, President J Reuben Clark Jr. defined the phrase “Redemption of Zion” as follows: 
“In the meaning in which the Lord was using the term Zion, the Redemption means the reestablishment of the people in Missouri. This has not yet been accomplished’.  Church News 15 Sep 1945 page 9-Institute Manual 1981 page 427 
From the above quoted scriptures and quotations, it is evident that there can be no complete Zion as the term is used in the Doctrine and Covenants, without the Law of Consecration. The introduction of this law must wait for the Redemption of Zion in Missouri. 

Orthodox Doctrine of the Church

The fact that the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order is required to establish Zion was an orthodox doctrine of the church when I joined the church. The following statements and correspondence testify that Zion can only be established in its fullness through the observance of the Law of Consecration:
President Wilford Woodruff stated: 
“For Zion can only be built up by the Law the God revealed for that purpose which is the Law of Consecration-not the law of tithing.” He further said: “Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to Celestial Law, for all who go into the presence of God; have to go there by this Law.” (Journal of Discourses vol. 17 pages 250)

Hugh Nibley stated that the Celestial Law needed to be operative to establish Zion:
 “The best news-indeed the only wholly good news that can come to the inhabitants of this wicked earth –is the bringing again of Zion to bless the earth with the only order of society acceptable to God and unreservedly beneficial to man. Zion is any society in which the Celestial Law is operative.” Ensign June 1977 page 82
Roy Doxey in the Ensign stated:
“The context in which the modern revelations reveal information about Zion is the establishment of a centre place in Jackson County, Missouri…... Zion, as envisioned by the prophets, is not here now; but as the Kingdom of God, through the church, spreads out and brings people with a Zion potential into its fold, Zion in its fullness, will come in the due time of the Lord. Preparation continues for that blessed day, when the elect will be prepared for the Saviour’s return to usher in His Millennial reign. The day will come when the leaders of the church will call the faithful devoted members to build the New Jerusalem: but the call will come only when the revelation is received by the Prophet.” See “Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57.
Seminary (1969 on The Law of Consecration and Stewardship ref HC 69-2-3-R1 states: 
“There have been four general periods throughout the history of the world when the Lord has set about to establish Zion by revealing the Celestial law of Consecration and Stewardship. The four periods are then detailed: The Zion of Enoch’s Time; Zion in the New Testament; Zion among the Book of Mormon people; and Zion in the Last Days…...As part of the Lord’s great plan for the reestablishment of His Kingdom, He revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith the Law of Zion; the Law of Consecration and Stewardship is part of this law.”

Seminary student manual (2001 page 67) with reference to D&C 42 it also states: 
“Soon after the Lord revealed to the Prophet the ‘Law’ which was a revelation concerning the spiritual and temporal laws that the church needed to live in order to establish Zion. This section teaches in detail for the first time in this dispensation the Law of Consecration”
Elder Christofferson also states the necessity of living the Law of Consecration to establish Zion. (see the letter and reply below ) He said in his reply to the following letter 
“I too see the Law of Consecration as central to the establishment of Zion”
Conclusion

It is fundamental to understand that for the establishment, expansion and glory of Zion the Law of Consecration under the United Order is required. When the scriptures, especially the Doctrine and Covenants speak of Zion in its fullness, it is inclusive of the United Order. The following scriptures for example are referring to a Zion that includes the United Order: D&C 133:4, 9, 12, 20-21, 24, 32; D&C 115:6; D&C 64:41-42; D&C 84:14; D&C 45:67-71 
See the study Unity Through the United Order-A Scriptural Study
Letter to Elder Christofferson and His Reply  
Elder D. Todd Christofferson

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                                       22nd Nov 2008

Dear Elder Christofferson

With reference to your recent general conference talk ‘Come to Zion’. As I listened and then studied this talk, I became concerned that you quoted several scriptures which have direct reference to the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order, without actually referring to this Celestial Law.

You stated that ‘Zion is both a place and a people’, without mentioning that it is also living the Law of Consecration as spoken of in several revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants. (Sections 42, 51, 78, 82, 102, 104) In fact Zion in its fullest meaning cannot be achieved without observance of the Law of Consecration.

You quoted D&C 105:5 “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise, I cannot receive her unto myself.” The scripture footnotes along with the previous verse (4) clearly indicate that this scripture has sole reference to the Celestial Law of Equality which is accomplished through the Law of Consecration. This revelation (D&C 105) is directly about the Redemption of Zion and in verse Twenty Nine the Lord connects the purchase of the sacred land of Zion with living this Celestial Law: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given” (D&C 105:29)

The Celestial Law of Equality or the United Order as it is known is the Law lived by Our Father in Heaven. (See D&C 76:95, 84:38; 88:107) For the Saints to achieve the unity spoken of in your talk they will need to live this Law of God as the scriptures plainly teach: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” (D&C 51:9). The Lord has also said: “If ye are not one ye are not mine”; (D&C 38:27) Verse 26 is about equality in material goods. 

The Lord has decreed how unity through equality will be achieved as revealed in Section 104 which is about the United Order: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low.” The Lord’s way is the United Order.
You also refer in your talk to Enoch’s Zion and quote several scriptures including Moses 7:18 which states: “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” Note the words “No Poor among them”. By living the Celestial Law of Equality, the people of Enoch had eliminated poverty altogether. 
Again in 4th Nephi it states: “And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the Heavenly gift” (4 Nephi 3) The Nephites lived the law of equality and removed poverty completely. 
As pride through prosperity developed the United Order eventually broke down and as a result:  “From that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them, and they began to be divided into classes.” (4 Nephi 25) This in reality is the present situation of the church with millionaires, even billionaires, along with those on the very breadline, being members of the church. 
You also ask the question “whether we are doing what we should and all that we should in the Lord’s eyes with respect to the poor and needy.” The Lord’s eyes are firmly fixed upon Celestial Law which is equality and the complete removal of poverty. I do not see the established wealthy members of the church moving or even talking in this direction. The rationalisation is that as long as they give a small proportion of their wealth to the poor, they are living the Lord’s Law.
The Lord specifies that alternatives such as the fast offering and welfare programmes are only there to help to relief the suffering of the poor until the Celestial Law is introduced: “Behold I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief, that they may be kept until all things may be done according to my Law which ye have received.” 
It has always been the purpose of the Lord to eliminate poverty altogether and this can only be accomplished by His Celestial Law. This fact was clearly understood and taught by President Marion G. Romney who stated:

“Almost from the beginning of my services in Church welfare I have had the conviction that what we are doing in this welfare work is preliminary to the reestablishment of the Law of Consecration and Stewardship as required under the United Order. If we could always remember the goal toward which we are working, we would never lose our bearings in this great work.” April 1977 General Conference May 1977 Ensign. 

Without the Law of Equality the saints miss out on the greater gifts of the Spirit: 
D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld.” 

I testify that that these things are true. I believe it is dishonourable to quote scriptures and then apply them to less than the full meaning the Lord intended.

Yours sincerely

Malcolm E Twigg
Reply from Elder Christofferson            
                                   The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

                                                The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

                           47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1200

                                                        13 January 2009

Address

Dear Brother Twigg

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 22, 2008

I agree with your scriptural exposition and statements regarding the law of consecration and the interim nature of current fast offerings and welfare programs. I too see the law of consecration as central to the establishment of Zion, but in this instance, I decided to limit myself to a focus on preparatory steps that, for the present, could move us closer to establishing Zion. I hope to speak on the law of consecration at some point in future when the Spirit is willing, and the subject can be treated fully.

Please accept my best wishes and prayers for your well-being. I trust you and your loved ones will enjoy a rewarding new year.

                                               Sincerely

                                       D. Todd Christofferson
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