Bible Evidence
Evidence for the Bible’s authenticity
Archaeology Supports the Bible
See the following

http://bibleandarchaeology.com/ for Fifty items in approximate chronological order, oldest artifacts first with illustrations. This study contains substantial archaeological evidence that cannot be easily refuted.  

https://www.bethinking.org/is-the-bible-reliable/archaeology-and-the-historical-reliability-of-the-new-testament    Peter S. Williams examines the historical reliability of the New Testament in the light of the findings of archaeology.

The following is taken from:

 https://www.everystudent.com/features/bible.html
“Archaeologists have consistently discovered the names of government officials, kings, cities, and festivals mentioned in the Bible. For example, the Gospel of John tells of Jesus healing a cripple next to the Pool of Bethesda. The text even describes the five porticoes (walkways) leading to the pool. Scholars didn't think the pool existed, until archaeologists found it forty feet below ground, complete with the five porticoes.

The Jewish archaeologist, Nelson Glueck, wrote: "It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference." Nelson Glueck, Rivers in the Desert: History of Negev. Jewish Publication Society of America, p 176

Many of the ancient locations mentioned by Luke, in the Book of Acts in the New Testament, have been identified through archaeology. "In all, Luke names thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities and nine islands without an error.” (Geisler, Norman L. Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998)

Chart listing some of the Major Archaeological Finds.
	ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIND
	SIGNIFICANCE

	Mari Tablets
	Over 20,000 cuneiform tablets, which date back to Abraham's time period, explain many of the patriarchal traditions of Genesis.

	Ebla Tablets
	Over 20,000 tablets, many containing law similar to the Deuteronomy law code. The previously thought fictitious five cities of the plain in Genesis 14 (Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Zoar) are identified.

	Nuzi Tablets
	They detail customs of the 14th and 15th century parallel to the patriarchal accounts such as maids producing children for barren wives.

	Black Stele
	Proved that writing and written laws existed three centuries before the Mosaic laws.

	Temple Walls of Karnak, Egypt
	Signifies a 10th century BC reference to Abraham.

	Laws of Eshnunna (ca. 1950 BC); Lipit-Ishtar Code (ca. 1860 BC); Laws of Hammurabi (ca. 1700 BC)
	Show that the law codes of the Pentateuch were not too sophisticated for that period.

	Ras Shamra Tablets
	Provide information on Hebrew poetry.

	Lachish Letters
	Describe Nebuchadnezzar's invasion of Judah and give insight into the time of Jeremiah.

	Gedaliah Seal
	References Gedaliah is spoken of in 2 Kings 25:22.

	Cyrus Cylinder
	Authenticates the Biblical description of Cyrus' decree to allow the Jews to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem (see 2 Chronicles 36:23; Ezra 1:2-4).

	Moabite Stone
	Gives information about Omri, the sixth king of Israel.

	Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III
	Illustrates how Jehu, king of Israel, had to submit to the Assyrian king.

	Taylor Prism
	Contains an Assyrian text which detail Sennacherib's attack on Jerusalem during the time of Hezekiah, king of Israel.

	
	


Additional Archaeological Evidence

Discovered in Israel, the Tel Dan Stele has been dated to the ninth century BC and mentions the “House of David,” shattering the long-held view of many skeptics that David was a mythical person.

The Mesha Stele describes Moab’s subjection under Omri, the king of Israel. 

The Pilate stone provides archaeological evidence for the existence of the man who sentenced Jesus to death on the Cross. Skeptics frequently denied his existence until the discovery of this stone, which identifies Pontius Pilate as the Prefect of Judea. 
A Chapter in the New Testament supported by Historians

Acts 17:1: The proper location (Amphipolis and Apollonia) of where travelers would spend successive nights on this journey and the presence of a synagogue in Thessalonica.

Acts 17:6: The proper title, “politarchs,” used of the magistrates there 

Acts 17:16: The abundant presence of images in Athens.

Acts 17:17: The reference to a synagogue in Athens and the depiction of the Athenian life of philosophical debate in the Agora.
Acts 17:18: The use of the correct Athenian slang word for Paul, a spermologos , as well as the court (areios pagos)

Acts 17:21: The proper characterization of the Athenian character. 

Acts 17:23: An altar to an “unknown god”

Acts 17:32: The proper reaction of Greek philosophers who denied bodily resurrection 
Acts 17:34: Areopagites as the correct title for a member of the court  
This reveals that the writer Luke had intimate knowledge of the people, customs, and places. 

List of Biblical Figures Identified in Extra-Biblical Sources

These are biblical figures unambiguously identified in contemporary sources according to scholarly consensus…..By far the most important and most detailed sources for first-century Jewish history are the works of Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (37 – c. 100 CE). These books mention many of the same prominent political figures as the New Testament books and are crucial for understanding the historical background of the emergence of Christianity. Josephus also mentions Jesus and the execution of John the Baptist although he was not a contemporary of either. Apart from Josephus, information about some New Testament figures comes from Roman historians such as Tacitus and  Suetonius and from ancient coins and inscriptions.

For an extensive list of Bible names that are mentioned in non-Biblical sources see the following

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_biblical_figures_identified_in_extra-biblical_sources
Historians Confirm what the Bible says about Jesus.

“Not only do we have well-preserved copies of the original manuscripts, we also have testimony from both Jewish and Roman historians.

The gospels report that Jesus of Nazareth performed many miracles, was executed by the Romans, and rose from the dead. Numerous ancient historians back the Bible's account of the life of Jesus and his followers:

Cornelius Tacitus (A.D. 55-120), an historian of first-century Rome, is considered one of the most accurate historians of the ancient world. An excerpt from Tacitus tells us that the Roman emperor Nero "inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class...called Christians. ...Christus [Christ], from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus....”

Flavius Josephus, a Jewish historian (A.D. 38-100), wrote about Jesus in his Jewish Antiquities. From Josephus, "we learn that Jesus was a wise man who did surprising feats, taught many, won over followers from among Jews and Greeks, was believed to be the Messiah, was accused by the Jewish leaders, was condemned to be crucified by Pilate, and was considered to be resurrected."
(In Wikipedia it states:
“One of the reasons the works of Josephus were copied and maintained by Christians was that his writings provided a good deal of information about a number of figures mentioned in the New Testament, and the background to events such as the death of James during a gap in Roman governing authority.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephus_on_Jesus 

See https://biblearchaeologyreport.com/2022/11/18/top-ten-historical-references-to-jesus-outside-of-the-bible/)
Suetonius, Pliny the Younger, and Thallus also wrote about Christian worship and persecution that is consistent with New Testament accounts.

Even the Jewish Talmud, certainly not biased toward Jesus, concurs about the major events of his life. From the Talmud, "we learn that Jesus was conceived out of wedlock, gathered disciples, made blasphemous claims about himself, and worked miracles, but these miracles are attributed to sorcery and not to God."

This is remarkable information considering that most ancient historians focused on political and military leaders, not on obscure rabbis from distant provinces of the Roman Empire. Yet ancient historians (Jews, Greeks and Romans) confirm the major events that are presented in the New Testament, even though they were not believers themselves.”   

How the books of the New Testament were determined: “In A.D. 367, Athanasius formally listed the 27 New Testament books (the same list that we have today). Soon after, Jerome and Augustine circulated this same list. These lists, however, were not necessary for the majority of Christians. By and large the whole church had recognized and used the same list of books since the first century after Christ.”                           

The above taken from https://www.everystudent.com/features/bible.html
See https://biblearchaeologyreport.com/2022/11/18/top-ten-historical-references-to-jesus-outside-of-the-bible/

The Bible Today is the Same as what was Originally Written
See https://www.everystudent.com/features/bible.html

Translations of the Bible were made directly from original Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic source texts based on thousands of ancient manuscripts.

Old Testament: The accuracy of today’s Old Testament was confirmed in 1947 when archaeologists found “The Dead Sea Scrolls” along today's West Bank in Israel. "The Dead Sea Scrolls" contained Old Testament scripture dating 1,000 years older than any manuscripts we had. When comparing the manuscripts at hand with these, from 1,000 years earlier, we find agreement 99.5% of the time. And the .5% differences are minor spelling variances and sentence structure that doesn't change the meaning of the sentence
New Testament: The New Testament is a reliable ancient document. The New Testament was written between 50-100 A.D, and there are more than 5,000 copies. All are within 50-225 years of their original writing. Further, when it came to Scripture, scribes (monks) were meticulous in their copying of original manuscripts. They checked and rechecked their work, to make sure it perfectly matched. What the New Testament writers originally wrote is preserved better than any other ancient manuscript of ancient history. 

Four Biographies on the Life of Jesus

Four of the writers of the New Testament wrote their own biography on the life of Jesus. called the four gospels. When historians try to determine if a biography is reliable, they ask, "How many other sources report the same details about this person?" 
Here's how this works. Imagine you are collecting biographies of President John F. Kennedy. You find many biographies describing his family, his presidency, his goal of putting a man on the moon, and his handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis. Regarding Jesus, do we find multiple biographies reporting similar facts about his life? Yes. Here is a sampling of facts about Jesus, and where you would find that fact reported in each of their biographies.

	 
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	Jesus was born of a virgin
	1:18-25
	-
	1:27, 34
	-

	He was born in Bethlehem
	2:1
	-
	2:4
	-

	He lived in Nazareth
	2:23
	1:9, 24
	2:51, 4:16
	1:45, 46

	Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist  
	3:1-15
	1:4-9
	3:1-22
	-

	He performed miracles of healing
	4:24, etc.
	1:34, etc.
	4:40, etc.
	9:7

	He walked on water
	14:25
	6:48
	-
	6:19

	He fed five thousand people with
five loaves and two fish
	14:7
	6:38
	9:13
	6:9

	Jesus taught the common people
	5:1
	4:25, 7:28
	9:11
	18:20

	He spent time with social outcasts
	9:10, 21:31
	2:15, 16
	5:29, 7:29
	8:3

	He argued with the religious elite
	15:7
	7:6
	12:56
	8:1-58

	The religious elite plotted to kill him
	12:14
	3:6
	19:47
	11:45-57

	They handed Jesus over to the Romans  
	27:1, 2
	15:1
	23:1
	18:28

	Jesus was flogged
	27:26
	15:15
	-
	19:1

	He was crucified
	27:26-50
	15:22-37
	23:33-46
	19:16-30

	He was buried in a tomb
	27:57-61
	15:43-47
	23:50-55
	19:38-42

	Jesus rose from the dead and
appeared to his followers
	28:1-20
	16:1-20
	24:1-53
	20:1-31


Two of the gospel biographies were written by the apostles Matthew and John, men who knew Jesus personally and traveled with him for over three years. The other two books were written by Mark and Luke, close associates of the apostles. These writers had direct access to the facts they were recording. At the time of their writing, there were still people alive who had heard Jesus speak, watched him heal people and perform miracles.

So the early church readily accepted the four gospels because they agreed with what was already common knowledge about Jesus' life. Each of the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, read like news reports, a factual accounting of the day’s events, each from their own perspective. The descriptions are unique to each writer, but the facts are in agreement.”  See https://www.everystudent.com/features/bible.html)
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