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The Importance of Temple Ordinances

In the sermons of the Prophet Joseph Smith he stressed the vital importance and sacred nature of the ordinances of the House of God. He said they were essential to “receive the fullness of the priesthood” to become “heirs of God and joint heirs of Jesus Christ”, and be made “Kings and Priests unto the Most High God, and ’without which we cannot obtain Celestial Thrones”. (D H C pages 423-427) 
The Saviour emphasized the importance of the ordinances of the Temple to the Prophet Joseph in 1841 as recorded in section 124 of the Doctrine and Covenants:

124:28: “And build a House to my name for the Most High to dwell therein and receive ‘the fulness of the priesthood.’” 

124:34: “For therein are the Keys of the Holy Priesthood ordained, that you may receive Honour and Glory.”
124:40-41: “Let this House be built unto my name that I may reveal mine ordinances therein unto my people; for I deign to reveal unto my church things which have been kept hid from the foundation of the world, things that pertain to the dispensation of the fulness of times.”
124:55: “I command you again to build a House to my name…. that I may bless you, and Crown you with Honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life.”
The Prophet Joseph later emphasised the importance of extending these great blessings to the dead in an epistle in 1842 as recorded in Section 128 of the Doctrine and Covenants: 
128:12: “Herein is Glory and Honour, and Immortality and Eternal Life- the ordinance of baptism by water, to be immersed therein in order to answer to the likeness of the dead.” 
128:15 “And now my dearly beloved brothers and sisters, let me assure you that these are principles in relation to the dead and the living that cannot be lightly passed over, as pertaining to our salvation. For their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation…”
This doctrine has been re-emphasized by subsequent leaders of the church. President Brigham Young taught: “But be assured, brethren, there are but few, very few of the elders of Israel, now on earth, who know the meaning of the word endowment. To know, they must experience; and to experience a Temple must be built. Let me give you a definition in brief. Your endowment is to receive all those ordinances in the House of the Lord, which are necessary for you, after you have departed this life, to enable you to walk back to the presence of the Father, passing the angels who stand as sentinels, being enabled to give them the key words, the signs and tokens, pertaining to the Holy Priesthood, and gain your Eternal Exaltation in spite of earth and hell” JD 2:29-33
The Great Blessings of Temple Work

The blessings given in the sealing ordinances of the House of God are so great that all members who qualify should receive them. Those participating are sealed to come forth in the First Resurrection, with Glory, Thrones, Principalities, Dominions, Powers, and Exaltation, providing they remain faithful to their covenants. (See D&C 132:19)
 “…And they shall pass by the angels, and the Gods, which are set there, to their Exaltation and Glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads” D&C 132:20 

All members of the church should have the privilege of receiving these blessings described by Isaiah and which can only be obtained in the Temple: 
Isaiah 1:10: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness”.
President Howard W. Hunter stated: 
“All of the Priesthood Temple Ordinances are essential for the salvation and exaltation of our Father in Heaven’s children… We must accomplish the priesthood temple ordinance work necessary for our own exaltation; then we must do the necessary work for those who did not have the opportunity to accept the gospel in life…..... What a glorious thing it is for us to have the privilege of going to the Temple for our own blessings. Then after going to the Temple for our own blessings, what a glorious privilege to do the work for those who have gone on before us… Let us truly be a Temple attending and a Temple-loving people. We should hasten to the Temple as frequently, yet prudently, as our personal circumstances allow...... 
Let us make the Temple, with Temple worship and Temple covenants and Temple marriage, our ultimate earthly goal and the supreme mortal experience. All our efforts in proclaiming the gospel, perfecting the Saints, and redeeming the dead lead to the Holy Temple. This is because the Temple ordinances are absolutely crucial; we cannot return to God’s presence without them. I encourage everyone to worthily attend the Temple.” The Ensign Feb 1995 pages 2-5 extracts only
All Members Need the to Receive the Temple Ordinances

Based on the scriptures and quotes already cited it is vitally important that all members have reasonable access to the blessings of the Temple both for the living and the dead. 
God is “no respecter of persons” (D&C 38:16) for “all alike unto God” (2 Nephi 26:33). 
The principle of equality is a commandment of God:  
D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one as I have commanded you”. 
D&C 78:5-6: “For if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining heavenly things; for if you will that I give unto you a place in the Celestial World you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I have commanded you and required of you.” 
The Law of the Gospel requires that “whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” (Math 7:12) or to ‘paraphrase whatsoever we have had provided for ourselves and our families let it also be provided for others’.

When the church provides the ordinance of baptism for the convert it also strives to ensure that the ordinances of the Temple become available to that individual. 
There should be an equal opportunity for all to obtain these sacred ordinances for themselves and their kindred dead. The saints who have become established members and are Temple worthy through their faith and diligence need reasonable access to a Temple, no matter where they live. This is one reason why the Prophet Joseph in his time, was so keen to have all converts gather to where a House of the Lord was available. This is the very essence why the principle of gathering was instituted so that all equally would share the same blessings both temporally and spiritually. 
In recent years the church has made great strides in building many temples in the nations where members are located.
In the past some Saints struggled to obtain the Temple Ordinances

Before the great stride forward in the building of Temples worldwide many Latter Day Saints struggled to receive the Temple Ordinances. The number of Temple marriages in some poor nations was very low. The Encyclopaedia of Mormonism notes: 

"The percentage of adults in a Temple marriage varies from about 45 percent in Utah to less than 2 percent in Mexico and Central America...For all of South America, with 2.25 million members less than 1.8% of the total adult membership has been married in the Temple." This is a significant finding, since approximately 35% of all LDS members live in Latin America. It is likely that the construction of many smaller Temples throughout the world will positively impact temple marriage and sealing rates, although how much improvement will occur remains to be seen.” Taken from “Trends in LDS Growth” by David Stewart
Should members of the church be left for any lengthy period without reasonable access to receiving the great blessings of the Temple? The Nephites were able to build Temples wherever they lived even with few rescources?
The first Temple built in Mexico was dedicated in Mexico City in 1983 when there were already over 70 stakes in that land. What a relief a Temple must have been to the members in that land, inasmuch as many were too poor to travel to the United States.  
The very first item on the agenda when asking members to remain in their lands of conversion should be the availability of a Temple. If members are requested to remain in their own lands, then Temples should be provided within a reasonable distance for their support at the earliest opportunity. As has been witnessed in recent years Temples can be either large or small depending on the population of the saints in any one area. Some Temples are just the size of an average meetinghouse. Great strides have been made in recent years to provide temples in various locations throughout the world.
Sacrifices by Members to Receive their Temple  Ordinances

Stories are often related in Church Periodicals of the sacrifices made by members in order to attend the nearest Temple. This is most commendable, but it is often the poorest that can least afford who are called upon to make these sacrifices.

On the island of Kiribati, in the Pacific Islands area there are 7,877 members (1999), with one stake and a district. President Hinckley briefly visited this area on 26 Jan 2000 where he met with 1,500 members. 
An article on Kiribati in the Ensign December 2000, illustrates the great need some members have to receive the Temple Ordinances: 
“In 1984 Tamton and (his wife) Taake were among the first on Abaiang (Kiribati) to join the church. Amid suspicion and persecution, they immediately began helping the missionaries find others to teach…as their faith in Jesus Christ sustains Tamton and his family in times of need, it also comforts them in times of sorrow. Several years ago one of their sons died whilst fishing for octopus. He was only 22, but he suffered a heart attack alone in the ocean Tamton’s eyes get moist as he speaks of his son. “The news broke our hearts,” he says. But then his eyes brighten. “We want him sealed to us.” When Tune was their district president, he taught Tamton and Taake about the priesthood and its power to seal families together forever in the Temple. They are eager to go. But with few resources, they have yet to see a Temple, let alone visit one. Still Tamton and Taake are trying to find a way.” END (Note on the 4th of October 2020 President Nelson announced the building of the Tarawa Kiribati Temple) 
See also Attending the Mesa Temple from Mexico https://www.thechurchnews.com/temples/2024/05/23/elder-benjamin-de-hoyos-mesa-temple-memories-puebla-dedication/ 
In a recent general conference talk Elder Jeffrey R. Holland recalled the sacrifice made by the saints in the far reaches of the church to attend the Temple: 
“The Punta Arenas Chile Stake is the Church's southernmost stake anywhere on this planet, its outermost borders stretching toward Antarctica. Any stake farther south would have to be staffed by penguins. For the Punta Arenas Saints, it is a 4,200-mile round-trip bus ride to the Santiago Temple. For a husband and wife, it can take up to 20 percent of an annual local income just for the transportation alone. Only 50 people can be accommodated on the bus, but for every excursion 250 others come out to hold a brief service with them the morning of their departure.”
Elder Costa recalls the great sacrifices made by the saints in Northern Brazil:

“When Benedito Carlos do Carmo Mendes Martins decided to take his family to the nearest Temple in 1992, he needed 15 days off work to make the arduous round-trip from his home in Manaus, in northern Brazil. It was a busy time for his company, however, and his boss refused to give him time off. Because the family had prepared, sacrificed, and saved money to make the trip, they prayed that they might somehow still be able to go. Their prayers were soon answered……..

Before Manaus became part of the Caracas Venezuela Temple District in 2005, the nearest temple was the São Paulo Brazil Temple, located thousands of miles away in south-eastern Brazil. Some Latter-day Saints in Manaus were so determined to go to the Temple that they sold their homes, means of transportation, work tools—anything of value—to raise money.

To reach São Paulo, members would travel by boat on the Rio Negro to its nearby confluence with the Amazon and from there east to the Rio Madeira—a distance of about 70 miles (115 km). Then they would travel more than 600 miles (965 km) southeast on the Rio Madeira to the city of Pôrto Velho. From there they would board buses and trek another 1,500 miles (2,400 km) to São Paulo. After serving in the House of the Lord, they would make the seven-day return trip.

When Saints from Manaus prepared to make their first trip to the Temple in Caracas, they were so happy they declared, “Now it takes us only 40 hours to get to the Temple!” To get to Caracas, the Saints had to endure a 1,000-mile (1,600-km) bus ride that included traveling through unsettled parts of the Amazon jungle and changing from a larger bus to a smaller bus at Brazil’s border with Venezuela. The distance was shorter, but the trip still required substantial monetary sacrifice, with the added expense of obtaining passports.

In a journal compiled by those who were part of that first trip, Church members recalled their blessings, not their sacrifices. One sister wrote: “Today I am going to the Temple for the first time. Yesterday I celebrated my 20th anniversary as a member of the Church—so many hours, days, and years of waiting and preparing. 
Today there are eight stakes in the city of Manaus, in Amazonas State, additional stakes in the other states, and seven districts within the mission boundaries. As I contemplate the growth of the Church and the role that temples play in the Lord’s efforts to gather His children, my mind is drawn to His promise in the Book of Mormon: “Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby His people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance” (3 Nephi 21:28).

As a mission president in Manaus from 1990 to 1993, I saw many of the Amazon people embrace the principles of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ, join the Church, and “come in unto the covenant” (3 Nephi 21:22). As a result, the power of the priesthood began to bless their lives and their families—especially through the ordinances of the Temple.

Church members in northern Brazil rejoiced in May 2007 when the First Presidency announced that a Temple, Brazil’s sixth, would be built in Manaus. For the Martins family and the growing number of Latter-day Saints in northern Brazil, having a Temple in Manaus will be a great blessing. For many Saints throughout the world, however, attending the Temple will continue to require great sacrifice. END “Gather to the Temple” Claudio R. M. Costa, Ensign December 2008 
Note: the scripture reference 3 Nephi 21:28 quoted by Elder Costa is taken out of context since it has direct reference to the gathering to the New Jerusalem. Note verses 23-25:

3 Nephi 21:23-25: “And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. And then shall the power of heaven come down among them; and I also will be in the midst.”
On the 13 Dec 2008, the Church announced a new Temple for Trujillo in Northern Peru. The one Temple in Lima in the south presently serves 87 stakes and 24 Districts (2008). It is one of the smallest in the Church (less than 10,000 square feet) and is extremely busy. An article in the Deseret News states:

“The new Temple will be built on the site of an existing LDS Church building on Teodoro Valcarcel Street in Urbanizacion Primavera, Trujillo. It will serve more than 88,000 LDS Church members in the region. Church members in Trujillo currently travel nine to 10 hours by bus to attend the temple in Lima, said Lane D. Ward, a Lehi resident who served as president of the Peru Trujillo Mission from 2004 to 2007. The trip is twice as long for church members who live even farther north in the mountains, Ward said. "They really had to sacrifice to go to the Temple," he said. "They had to take some long trips to get down there." 

Latter-day Saints in Trujillo for years have been praying and hoping a temple would be there...... LDS Church missionaries began preaching in Trujillo in 1960. The first baptisms in the original Trujillo congregation were performed in February 1961. In 1963, the first LDS meetinghouse was dedicated in Trujillo.” Deseret News 13 December 2008
The Sermon of the Prophet on Temples and the Gathering

Some  use a sermon by Joseph Smith in 1843 at the Temple in Nauvoo to teach that the Gathering to Zion is fulfilled if the Saints have access to a Temple in their own country. The same doctrine is also taught in some church manuals. (Gospel Doctrine teacher’s manual “Doctrine and Covenants and Church History” 2001 page 67)
This sermon of the Prophet Joseph was recorded in the journals of Willard Richards and Wilford Woodruff. This was at a time when the completion of the Nauvoo Temple was the main focus of attention for the Prophet and the Saints. The talk was given to encourage the saints to:  “build this House and receive the ordinances and blessings which God has in store for you; or will you not build the Lord this House, and let Him pass by and bestow these blessings upon another people.”

“This subject (Matthew 23:37) was presented to me since I came to the stand. What was the object of gathering the Jews, or the people of God in any age of the world? I can never find much to say in expounding a text. A man never has half as much fuss to unlock a door, if he has a key, as though he had not, and had to cut it open with his jack-knife.

The main object was to build unto the Lord a House whereby He could reveal unto His people the ordinances of His House and the glories of His Kingdom, and teach the people the way of salvation; for there are certain ordinances and principles that, when they are taught and practiced, must be done in a place or house built for that purpose.

It was the design of the Councils of Heaven before the world was that the principles and laws of the priesthood should be predicated upon the gathering of the people in every age of the world. (My Note: this is why Moses, Enoch, Joseph Smith, and the Saviour endeavoured to gather the people of God together as one body)

Jesus did everything to gather the people, and they would not be gathered, and He therefore poured out curses upon them… it is for the same purpose that God gathers together His people in the last days, to build unto the Lord a House to prepare them for the ordinances and endowments, washings and anointings etc.

If a man gets the fulness of the priesthood of God, he has to get it in the same way that Jesus Christ obtained it, and that was by keeping all the commandments and obeying all the ordinances of the House of the Lord…. All men who become heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ will have to receive the fulness of the ordinances of His Kingdom; and those who will not receive all the ordinances will come short of the fulness of that glory, if they do not lose the whole…

‘How oft would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!’, that they might attend to the ordinances of baptism for the dead as well as other ordinances of the priesthood, and receive revelations from Heaven, and be perfected in all things of the Kingdom of God, but they would not.

Why gather the people together in this place? For the same purpose that Jesus wanted to gather the Jews, to receive the ordinances, the blessings, and glories that God has in store for His Saints.” End of Quote See D H C pages 423-427

The importance of completing the Nauvoo Temple and receiving the ordinances 

In this discourse the Prophet Joseph emphasises the great importance of the receiving the ordinances of the House of God. He stressed that to obtain “the fulness of the Priesthood” the saints had to receive and obey “all the ordinances of the House of the Lord”, to “become heirs of God and joint heirs of Jesus Christ”. This also included extending these blessings to those who had gone before. 

The subject matter given to the Prophet to speak about was concerning the principle of gathering. However, because there was such great urgency in his mind to have the Nauvoo Temple completed so he linked the gathering to the importance of finishing the Temple. This he felt would act as a motivation for the saints to redouble their efforts and concentrate wholly on the building of the Temple. He stated:  
“There are provisions made until the work is completed, so that men may receive their endowments and be made Kings and Priests unto the Most High God, having nothing to do with temporal things, but their whole time will be taken up with things pertaining to the House of God” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith pages 362/363
At the April 1844 Conference when the Nauvoo Temple was nearing completion the Prophet re-emphasised the great blessings to be obtained from these Temple ordinances: 
“The declaration this morning is, that as soon as the Temple and baptismal font are prepared, we calculate to give the Elders of Israel their washings and anointings, and attend to those last and more impressive ordinances, without which we cannot obtain Celestial Thrones…. there must, however, be a place built expressly for that purpose, and for men to be baptised for their dead.” Ibid page 362/363
This is why Joseph wanted to “gather the people together in this place” (Nauvoo) so they would have easy access to the great blessings of the House of God. Joseph gathered His people together to live where the Temple was being built.
The Saints need to be Gathered for their Temporal Salvation

The Prophet started his talk by stating that the “main object” of the gathering was to receive the great eternal blessings of the Temple. The use of this phrase indicates that there were additional important puposes for the saints to gather. Joseph spoke of these purposes for the gathering in other sermons.
On the 20 Jan 1844 just 6 months after the above sermon Joseph taught that the Saints needed to gather for their temporal salvation: 
“The Saints have not too much time to save and redeem their dead, and gather together their living relatives, that they may be saved also, before the earth will be smitten, and the consumption decreed falls upon the world. I would advise all the Saints to go with their might and gather together all their living relatives to this place, that they may be sealed and saved, that they may be prepared against the day that the destroying angel goes forth… and my only trouble at the present time is concerning ourselves, that the Saints will be divided, broken up, and scattered, before we get our salvation secure;  For there are so many fools in the world for the devil to operate upon, it gives him the advantage oftentimes” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith pages 330/331
Further statements by the Prophet on the Gathering
“In addition to all temporal blessings, there is no other way for the saints to be saved in these last days, than by the gathering as the concurrent testimony of all the Holy Prophets clearly proves…. It is also the concurrent testimony of all the Prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.” Ibid page 183

“It (The gathering) is a principle I esteem to be of the greatest importance to those who are looking for salvation in this generation or in these that may be called, “the latter times.” All that the prophets have written, from the days of righteous Abel, down to the last man that has left any testimony on record for our consideration, in speaking of the salvation of Israel in the last days, goes directly to show that it consists in the work of the gathering.”  (Note: - In this sermon Joseph quotes Moses 7:60-62) 

Moses 7: 60-62: quoted by the Prophet: “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
“And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established a Holy City, for the Tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Ibid page 83

“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the City of Righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a City of Righteousness…. Ibid page 93

“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out His saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.” Ibid page 71
“These are the testimonies that the Good Shepherd will put forth His own sheep, and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion, and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought. And now I am prepared to say by the authority of Jesus Christ, that not many years shall pass away before the United States shall present such a scene of bloodshed as has not a parallel in the history of our nation; pestilence, hail, famine, and earthquake will sweep the wicked of this generation from off the face of the land, to open and prepare the way for the return of the lost tribes of Israel from the North country…Repent ye, repent ye, and embrace the everlasting covenant, and flee to Zion, before the overflowing scourge overtake you…” Ibid page 17     

“I prophesy that that man who tarries after he has an opportunity of going will be afflicted by the devil. Wars are at hand; we must not delay…. we ought to have the building up of Zion as our greatest object. When wars come, we shall have to flee to Zion. The cry is to make haste. The last revelation says, ye shall not have time to have gone over the earth until these things come.” Ibid page 160/161                                                                                             

These statements by the Prophet and the scriptures listed below teach another major object of the gathering that is for the temporal preservation of the Saints. This will be essential when the destructions of the almighty are sent forth without measure in the last days. (See also D&C 29:8; 45: 64-69; 63:33-37; 101:11-18; 133:7-14,19;     Moses 7:61-62)
The Prophet said these things with urgency because the Lord would not make known to him when the desolation of abomination would take place. The Prophet applied them to his time and desired that the Saints should be prepared at all times. Since these things are to come upon the world “as a whirlwind” Latter day Saints need to be prepared in advance and be ready for the desolation to come. (See D&C 63:6; 97:22; 112:24) 
Misuse of Joseph Smith’s Sermon linking the Gathering to the Temple

Some use the text of Joseph Smith’s sermon on the 11th June 1843 at Nauvoo to emphasise that the only reason for members to gather is to receive the ordinances of the House of the Lord. They therefore conclude that since Temples are now being built worldwide this fulfils the Gathering to Zion and there will no longer be a need for members to gather as one people before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
The gathering referred to by the Prophet Joseph in the above sermon is the gathering as one people to create a city or community of Saints where they can also receive safety and protection. Having members of the church scattered throughout a nation is not the gathering referred to by the Prophet or the Lord in scripture. Even though the Saints could not gather to Zion in Missouri at that time the Lord commanded them to still obey the principle of Gathering to alternative areas where it was feasible. Here a Temple could be built for easy access to members of the church: 
D&C 105:24-26: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety while you are saying unto the people: Execute judgment and justice for us according to law, and redress us of our wrongs. Now, behold, I say unto you, my friends, in this way you may find favour in the eyes of the people, until the army of Israel becomes very great.”
The building of Temples in an area does not signify that that place is a permanent settlement of the saints. It certainly did not in Kirtland and Nauvoo. The Temple provides the Eternal Ordinances for the salvation for Israel in their scattered condition amongst the Gentiles. The Temple Ordinances are an essential preparation for the eventual Redemption of Zion.  (See D&C 105:9-13)
President Alvin R. Dyer counsellor to the First Presidency in his book ‘Refiners Fire’ which was encouraged and sanctioned by President David McKay wrote: 
“Many Temples have since been built by the church in different parts of the world as the Lord has commanded in order to sustain and bless the process of preliminary gathering.  In these Temples work goes forward for both living and dead. But the pattern of the cities of Zion, in the final gathering of the House of Israel, (the physical gathering as one people) will provide for a Temple in every city multiple….” End of quote
It is essential for members of the church to have a reasonable access to Temple Ordinances even in their scattered condition throughout the earth. They can then receive the ordinances for themselves and work for their kindred dead. However, a Temple within a nation or even a continent is not an indication that the saints are gathered to Zion according to the principles outlined by the Prophet and in scripture.
If it is believed that having a Temple built in a country means that those saints are a gathered people, conversely, we may assume that members who do not have reasonable access to a Temple are not gathered. For example, the saints in Kiribati previously mentioned are therefore not a gathered people as yet.
The connection between a Temple and the Principle of Gathering raises  Fundamental Questions:
Are members of the church gathered if they have access to a Temple within their own country?

Are the members in a country where there is no Temple not considered to be a gathered people? 
Do members of the church become a gathered people when a Temple is completed within a reasonable distance of where they live? What is that distance?
For example, in Mexico there were over 70 stakes before the completion of their first Temple in Mexico City. Did the members only become a gathered people after the first Temple was finally built? Since many members in Mexico found it hard to get to the Temple in Mexico City because of the distance and their poverty were they considered gathered?  Is this why it was felt that an additional 12 Temples in other areas of Mexico where the members lived were required to have them considered as gathered?

The same can be said for all nations. Were the members in Europe considered to be a scattered people from the 1900’s when they were first advised to remain in their own lands by the First Presidency up to 1958 when the first Temple was completed in Switzerland? Then when the first Temple was finally built did all the people of Europe become a gathered people or just the people of Switzerland? 
What about members in those countries in Europe who do not have a Temple? Are they a gathered people? Are the members in, Russia, Belgium, Hungary, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Luxemburg, Poland Romania, Greece, and Ireland etc considered to be a gathered people even though no Temple dots their own country as yet?
Is distance from a Temple an element as to whether the saints are considered a gathered people or remain scattered? Or maybe the length of time it takes to get to a Temple is the measuring rod to be considered a gathered people. For example, in Chile because of the difficulty in the terrain and the transport infrastructure it can take members in the far regions several days to make it to Santiago where there is a Temple. Are these members considered a gathered people?

Should those members who have little chance of attending a Temple regularly consider moving to the locality of a Temple to be considered gathered and to receive all the blessings that a Temple brings? Should they not receive encouragement from priesthood leaders to do this? 
In the April 2001 general conference Elder Perry of the Twelve said the following: 
“We now have Temples scattered throughout the earth, giving many more the chance to receive the necessary ordinances to qualify for Life Eternal…. The Lord blesses His people when they keep His commandments and frequently visit His House. In God’s eternal plan, our Temples are gathering places for communities of Saints working to build Zion.”

Should leaders of the church therefore be encouraging members to move to where they can enjoy these important blessings and frequently visit His House?

Should any worthy members be without reasonable access to “the necessary ordinances to qualify for Life Eternal”? Are members still a community of saints if they are not gathered to a locality where there is a Temple?

Even though the Temples according to Elder Perry are “scattered throughout the earth” are the members who are also scattered throughout the earth considered gathered depending on how close they are to a Temple?
These are vital important questions to which logic should be applied. 
Making Temples available in the ‘Wilderness’ outside of Zion

The children of Israel in the time of Moses did not have to wait until they obtained their promised land before receiving their Temple Ordinances but were allowed to build a temporary structure in their wilderness: 
D&C 124:38: “For, for this I commanded Moses that he should build a Tabernacle that they should bear it with them in the wilderness, and to build a House in the Land of Promise, that these ordinances might be revealed which had been hid from before the world was.” 
A similar pattern is occurring with modern Israel. The Lord is allowing the building of Temples for the saints in their wilderness outside of Zion. Thus the Temple work for the living and the dead can flourish in the wilderness until it is time for the Redemption of Zion and the gathering to the appointed places of refuge: 
D&C 49:24: “But before the great Day of the Lord shall come, Jacob shall flourish in the wilderness…”  
The City of Zion and her Stakes will each have a Temple

The City of Zion in Jackson County and her Stakes in the regions round about are the Holy Places that the Lord has appointed “for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth”. D&C 115:6 

Many of the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants deal with the instructions of the Lord to the Saints to establish Zion in Jackson County, Missouri and there build a great Temple to which the Lord will come: D&C 97:10: “Verily I say unto you, that it is my will that a House should be built unto me in the land of Zion, like unto the pattern which I have given you.” 
The Temple is to be one of the first structures to be built in the New Jerusalem
D&C 84:4: “Verily this is the word of the Lord that the City New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place, even the place of the Temple, which Temple shall be reared in this generation.” 
The Prophet Joseph dedicated this Temple site on the 3rd August 1831. Other proposed cities or stakes such as Far West also had Temple sites dedicated See D&C 115:7-9. 
It was proposed that each city or stake would have a Temple.

Elder Alvin R. Dyer wrote: “But the pattern of the Cities of Zion, in the final gathering of the House of Israel, will provide for a Temple in every city multiple, which indicates the mass of Temple work to be done for the living, and principally for the dead during the millennial reign of Christ the Lord”. Refiner’s Fire by Alvin R. Dyer page 111

These places of refuge will be the appointed places for the saints to gather and build Temples to receive and perform the sacred ordinances of the House of the Lord for the living and the dead: 
D&C 124:36: “For it is ordained that in Zion, and in her stakes, and in Jerusalem, those places which I have appointed for refuge, shall be the places for your baptisms for your dead” 
However, the Saints were hindered by persecution, in building the City of Zion and the Temple. They were cast out of the other appointed cities in the regions round about. Nevertheless the Lord accepted the endeavours and sacrifices made by the Saints in their attempts to obey His will in establishing Zion. The Lord temporarily postponed the obligation for the saints to establish Zion:  
D&C 124:49, 51: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to any of the sons of men to do a work unto my name, and those sons of men go with all their might and with all they have to perform that work, and cease not their diligence, and their enemies come upon them and hinder them from performing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require that work no more at the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their offerings…. therefore for this cause have I accepted the offerings of those whom I commanded to build up a City and a House unto my name, in Jackson County, Missouri, and were hindered by their enemies, saith the Lord God.” 
After the saints assembled in Nauvoo, Illinois, ‘the cornerstone stone of Zion’ (D&C 124:60) the Lord again commanded the Saints “to build a House to my name, even in this place, that you may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with honour, immortality and Eternal Life” D&C 124:55 

Although the Saints through persecution were not allowed to establish Zion, and build Temples in the appointed places of refuge the Lord did not deny His saints the great blessing of receiving the Celestial Temple Ordinances. He has allowed them to build Temples in their scattered condition until such time as Zion could be redeemed. 
The Temple Ordinances given to the saints in these areas outside of Zion would prepare the Saints for the eventual Redemption of Zion: 
D&C 105:9-11: “It is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the Redemption of Zion-that they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things which I require at their hands. And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on high.” 
The Gathering to Zion Occurs after the Church is Built Up
The church is first to be built up in all nations of the Gentiles supported with Temples until the time when Zion can be prepared and the Saints are gathered out from those nations. The building of Temples worldwide is to bless and prepare the saints through the reception of sacred ordinances to become sanctified in preparation for Zion. (see D&C 105:31)

D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you (1) ye shall build up my church in every region-until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on high, (2) when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God”  
D&C 45:64-66, 69: The elders are to “…(1) call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me, and (2) with one heart and one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem…. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
D&C 31:7-8: “Yea I will open the hearts of the people, and they will receive you, and I will (1) establish a church by your hand; (2) And you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered.” (See also D&C 58:48-53)
D&C 101:74: “And the churches (1) when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion.”
D&C 84:2: “Yea the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of His people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for (2) the gathering of saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of New Jerusalem.” 
D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” 
3 Nephi 21:22-24, 28-29: “But if they (the Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will (1) establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; and (2) they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a City, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem…Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight for I will go before them.”(See 3 Nephi 16:16)
Conclusion

Should one recorded statement of the Prophet Joseph Smith be used as the sole reason to state that providing the saints have a Temple in their own country there will no longer be a need to gather to Zion? Clearly if this is the case his remarks are being taken out of context.
Correspondence
Elder Claudio R. M. Costa 
Presidency of the Seventy                             

50 E. North Temple St.

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-3220                                4 January 2009

Dear Elder Costa,

With reference to your December Ensign article “Gather to the Temple”. It is intriguing how the usages of terms change within the church. For example when I joined the church back in the 1960’s I attended, visited or simply went to the Temple to enjoy the rich blessings to be obtained there. Now as a member I apparently ‘gather to the Temple’ and in doing so fulfil scriptures pertaining to the New Jerusalem.

You write in your article about the “the role that Temples play in the Lord’s efforts to gather His children” and then you quote the scripture “Yea, and then shall the work commence with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby His people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance” (3 Nephi 21:28). This scripture is quoted completely out of context inasmuch as this sermon of the Saviour which includes verse 28 is all about the future Gathering to the New Jerusalem. Note the words of the Lord in other verses of the same sermon:

“But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem…… 
(29) And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward.” 3 Nephi 21:22-24, 29

President Joseph Fielding Smith stated: “It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done then a blurred picture would be the result.”  Joseph Fielding Smith, D.O.S 2:95-96.

The Saviour in the above scripture states: “I will establish my church among them” and then speaks of the future gathering to the New Jerusalem. The scriptures clearly teach that the Church is first to be built up in all nations and then comes the Gathering to Zion. The same doctrine is taught in many other scriptures:

“And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” D&C 42:8-9

The elders are to “….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another. D&C 45:64-66, 69

As these and many other scriptures testify the church is first to be established and built up in all areas in preparation for the future Gathering to Zion. The first stage of this plan has found fulfilment in the establishment and building up of the church through wards, and stakes supported by Temples in many nations of the Earth.

The building of Temples is in support of the building up of the church worldwide but is not the Gathering to Zion which comes afterwards. The Temple ordinances are after all just as important as the ordinances of baptism and the sacrament in obtaining Eternal blessings. Wherever converts are made and organized into branches and wards they should have reasonable access to the vital ordinances of the Temple. In fact the Temple Ordinances themselves are a part of the vital preparation of the Saints for the future Redemption of Zion. (See D&C 105:11-13)

It is wonderful that President Monson has announced nine new Temples in his first year as President. This clearly shows that it is the intention of church leadership to provide Temple Ordinances within a reasonable distance for all the scattered saints throughout the earth where it is possible. In my opinion it is no more appropriate for converts to have to travel large distances at great financial sacrifice to obtain the ordinances of the Temple than it is for them to obtain the ordinance of the sacrament. Receiving sacred ordinances should never depend upon an individual’s means. That is why Joseph Smith gathered the saints to live in communities close to the Temple.

It is good to know that the stories you relate concerning the saints from Manaus “selling their homes, means of transportation, work tools, anything of value to raise money” to travel thousands of miles to the nearest Temple will soon be a thing of the past. I am saddened that the sister you mentioned had to wait 20 years to be able to afford to attend the Temple. It is surprising the church does not have any method to assist such people from a Temple Fund or fast offering fund to receive the saving ordinances of the Temple. No wonder she stated “so many hours, days and years of waiting and preparing” 

It is so important that members of the church wherever they live have equal opportunity to receive the ordinances of salvation no matter what their economic situation. The Lord has said: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one as I have commanded you”. (D&C 51:9) Further: “For if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining Heavenly things.” (D&C 78:6) God is “no respecter of persons” (D&C 38:16) for “all alike unto God” (2 Nephi 26:33). No wonder the Lord has stated: “But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.” (D&C 49:20)
These scriptures must surely apply to all Latter Day saints having an equal opportunity to receive the Temple Ordinances. It is my hope and prayer that the following words of President Hunter will become within reach of all members:
“Let us make the Temple, with Temple worship and Temple covenants and Temple marriage, our ultimate earthly goal and the supreme mortal experience. All our efforts in proclaiming the gospel, perfecting the Saints, and redeeming the dead lead to the Holy Temple. This is because the Temple Ordinances are absolutely crucial; we cannot return to God’s presence without them. I encourage everyone to worthily attend the Temple.” The Ensign Feb 1995 pages 2-5 extracts only

Having read this statement by President Hunter can church leaders justifiably allow members to go without these ‘crucial’ ordinances because of their poverty?  Surely providing for this worthy need falls into the category of the following scripture: “And they shall look to the poor and the needy, and administer to their relief” (D&C 38:35)

You close your talk by quoting a brief part of 3 Nephi 19:3 concerning the Nephites being in the place “where Jesus should show Himself unto the multitude” and you add the words “to gather to the Temple”. Part of the message that Jesus gave when He made His reappearance to the Nephites in the same sermon was concerning the principle of gathering. The Saviour stated:

“And I will gather my people together as a man gathereth his sheaves into the floor…and behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of Heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.”

I testify that the gathering to the New Jerusalem as spoken of in the scriptures will take place when the saints now scattered throughout the earth have received the Temple Ordinances as part of the building up of the church. I personally am grateful that church leadership in recent years has seen the need to provide Temples to members in nations wherever they might live.

With Best wishes Malcolm E. Twigg 
Reply from Elder Costa

                                 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

                                                The Presidency of the Seventy

                           47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1700

                                                        January 13 2009

Address

Dear Brother Twigg

Thank you for your letter and comments about my article that was printed in the December 2008 Ensign. I appreciated your observations.

Just for your information, many faithful members in Manaus have received financial assistance with travel expenses associated with attending a temple. This assistance comes from the General Temple Patron assistance Fund which is made possible from generous contributions of Church members. There is information on the Church’s Web site, www.lds.org and www.ldsphilanthropies.org. 

                                               Sincerely

                                       Claudio R. M. Costa                                          
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