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Satan the Enemy of Jesus Christ

The Devil, Lucifer, Satan, Perdition, Evil or Wicked One, Deceiver, Adversary, Serpent, Dragon is the enemy of Jesus Christ and those that follow Him. His design is to lead away the children of God from truth, righteousness and the path that leads to Eternal Life. Satan seeks to darken the minds of men and then offers falsehood and deception in the guise of truth. He is a skillful imitator and he spreads the counterfeit coin of false doctrine. As ‘the father of lies’ he has become so adept “that were it possible he would deceive the very elect.”

He Endeavour’s to create a society of wickedness which in scripture is called Babylon, with laws, culture, and teachings that oppose the Plan of Salvation. The scriptures that follow reveal his character, designs, and temptations towards the children of men. The influence of Satan can destroy the peace of man as he tries to make them despondent. Nephi recorded:

2 Nephi 4:27-28: “And why should I yield to sin, because of my flesh? Yea, why should I give way to temptations, that the evil one have place in my heart to destroy my peace and afflict my soul? Why am I angry because of mine enemy? Awake, my soul no longer droop in sin. Rejoice, O my heart, and give place no more for the enemy of my soul.
Lucifer the Fallen Son of the Morning in the Pre-Mortal World
Lucifer was full of selfishness and pride in the pre-mortal world. He exalted himself above others:

Scriptures

2 Nephi 24: 12-16: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning! Art thou cut down to the ground, which did weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thy heart: I will ascend into Heaven. I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and shall consider thee, and shall say: Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms?”
Lucifer rebelled against God in the pre-mortal world by seeking power and authority through force to destroy the agency of man. During the vision given to Moses the Lord spoke of Satan:

Moses 4:1: “And I, the Lord God, spake unto Moses, saying: ‘That Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine Only Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning, and he came before me, saying—'Behold, here am I, send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.

Moses 4:3-4: “Wherefore because that Satan rebelled against me, and sought to destroy the agency of man, which I, the Lord God, had given him, and also, that I should give unto him mine own power; by the power of mine Only Begotten, I caused that he should be cast down. And he became Satan, yea, even the Devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken unto my voice.” 
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon saw in vision the fall of Satan in the pre-mortal world:

D&C 76:25-27: “And this we saw also, and bear record that an angel of God who was in authority in the presence of God, who rebelled against the Only Begotten Son whom the Father loved and was in the bosom of the Father, was thrust down from the presence of God and the Son, and was called Perdition, for the heavens wept over him—he was Lucifer, a son of the morning. And we beheld, and lo, he is fallen, even a Son of the Morning!” 
War in Heaven-Satan is cast out. 

Luke 10:18: “And he said unto them, ‘I beheld Satan as lightning fall from Heaven’”
John the Revelator saw in vision the war that involved Lucifer in the pre-mortal world. He was cast out of Heaven. 
Revelations 12:7-9: “And there was war in Heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in Heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” 

Since the beginning the devil has sought to deceive man and lead him away from truth and righteousness. He tempted Adam to break the commandments of God:

D&C 29:36-38: “And it came to pass that Adam being tempted of the devil-for behold, the devil was before Adam, for he rebelled against me, saying, ‘Give me thine honor, which is my power; and also a third of the hosts of Heaven turned he away from me because of their agency; and they were thrust down, and thus came the devil and his angels; and behold, there is a place prepared for them from the beginning, which place is hell.” 
Old Testament prophets such as Isaiah saw Lucifer fall from Heaven.
Isaiah 14:12-15: “How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God…I will be like the Most High Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” 
Lehi who had access to the writings of Isaiah recorded:

2 Nephi 2:17-18: “And I Lehi according to the things which I have read must needs suppose that an angel of God, according to that which is written had fallen from Heaven. Wherefore he became a devil having sought that which was evil before God. And because he had fallen from Heaven and had become miserable forever, he sought also the misery of all mankind…...”
The Devil seeks to Destroy the Agency of Man in the Pre-Mortal Life

See the study Agency, Choice, Attitude, Accountability, Probation
Moses 4:3: Wherefore because that Satan rebelled against me, and sought to destroy the agency of man, which I, the Lord God, had given him, and also, that I should give unto him mine own power; by the power of mine Only Begotten, I caused that he should be cast down.
Spiritual Darkness throughout the Earth due to the Devil’s Influence
D&C 10:20-22: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that Satan has great hold upon their hearts; he stirreth them up to iniquity against that which is good; and their hearts are corrupt and full of wickedness and abominations; and they love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil; therefore they will not ask of me. Satan stirreth them up, that he may lead their souls to destruction.”
D&C 33:4: “And my vineyard has become corrupted every whit; and there is none which doeth good save it be a few; and they err in many instances because of priestcrafts all having corrupt minds.” 

D&C 38:11-12: “For all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of heaven-which causeth silence to reign, and all eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting the great command to reap down the earth, to gather the tares that they may be burned: and behold, the enemy is combined.”

D&C 52:14-19: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations-Wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh whose spirit is contrite, whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances……and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you. And again he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me. Wherefore by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under Heaven.”
D&C 82:5-6: “Therefore what I say unto one I say unto all: Watch for the adversary spreadeth his dominions and darkness reigneth; and the anger of God kindleth against the inhabitants of the earth; and none doeth good, for all have gone out of the way.” 
D&C 84:49-53: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. And by this you may know they are under the bondage of sin because they come not unto me. For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin. And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice and is not of me. And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth under sin and darkness even now.” 
D&C 112:23: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the people, and all flesh has become corrupted before me.”
Satan is the Enemy in the Secret Chambers

Satan is described in the Doctrine and Covenants as the “the enemy in the secret chambers” because his activities are unbeknown or hidden to man. 

D&C 38:13: “And now I show unto you a mystery, a thing which is had in secret chambers to bring to pass even your destruction in process of time, and ye knew it not.” 

D&C 38:28-29: “And again, I say unto you that the enemy in the secret chambers seeketh your lives. Ye hear of wars in far countries, and you say that there will soon be great wars in far countries, but ye know not the hearts of men in your land. I tell you these things because of your prayers; wherefore treasure up wisdom in your bosoms, lest the wickedness of men reveal these things unto you by their wickedness, in a manner which shall speak in your ears with a voice louder than that which shall shake the earth; but if ye are prepared ye shall not fear.” 
Paul explains that the true enemy to righteousness is the unseen rulers of the world of darkness:

Ephesians 6:12: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Satan makes War with the Saints and Surrounds them with Evil.
D&C 76:28-29: “For we beheld Satan, that old serpent, even the devil, who rebelled against God, and sought to take the Kingdom of our God and Christ-Wherefore, he maketh war with saints of God, and encompasseth them round about.”

D&C 52:14: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations.”

Satan creates a society of Babylon which puts the righteous in bondage.
D&C 133:14: “Go ye out from among them the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.”
D&C 103:17-18: “For ye are the Children of Israel and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm; and as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the Redemption of Zion be.”

Satan Seeks to Destroy Souls
D&C 10:26-27: And thus he flattereth them, and telleth them that it is no sin to lie that they may catch a man in a lie, that they may destroy him. And thus he flattereth them and leadeth them along until he draggeth their souls down to hell; and thus he causeth them to catch themselves in their own snare. And thus he goeth up and down, to and fro in the earth, seeking to destroy the souls of men. 

D&C 52:12: “And let my servant Lyman Wight beware for Satan desireth to sift him as chaff.”
D&C 64:17: “And also my servant …….., behold, he hath sinned, and Satan seeketh to destroy his soul; but when these things are made known unto them, and they repent of the evil, they shall be forgiven.”
Satan and His Minions Try to Deceive and Blind Mankind 
D&C 50:2-3: “Behold, verily I say unto you, that there are many spirits which are false spirits, which have gone forth in the earth, deceiving the world. And also Satan hath sought to deceive you, that he might overthrow you.” 
Those who teach contrary to truth and righteousness are deceived and give the devil influence:

D&C 50:6-9: “But wo unto them that are deceivers and hypocrites, for, thus saith the Lord, I will bring them to judgment. Behold, verily I say unto you, there are hypocrites among you, who have deceived some, which has given the adversary power; behold such shall be reclaimed; but the hypocrites shall be detected and shall be cut off, either in life or in death, even as I will… wherefore let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me.” 

D&C 52:14: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations.”

D&C 93:24-25: “And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they are to come. And whatsoever is more or less than this is the spirit of that wicked one who was a liar from the beginning.” 
D&C 78:10: “Otherwise Satan seeketh to turn their hearts away from the truth that they become blinded and understand not the things, which are prepared for them.” 
2 Corinthians 4:4: “In whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ…should shine upon them.” 
D&C 50:23-25 extracts: “And that which doth not edify is not of God and is darkness. That which is of God is light... I say it that you may know the truth, that you may chase darkness from among you.” 

D&C 45:57: “For they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide and have not been deceived verily I say unto you……”
D&C 46:7-8: “But ye are commanded in all things to ask of God, who giveth liberally; and that which the Spirit testifies unto you even so I would that ye should do in all holiness of heart, walking uprightly before me, considering the end of your salvation, doing all things with prayer and thanksgiving, that ye may not be seduced by evil spirits, or doctrines of devils, or the commandments of men; for some are of men, and others of devils. Wherefore beware lest ye are deceived; and that ye may not be deceived seek ye earnestly the best gifts, always remembering for what they are given.” 

John 8:44: “He (The devil) was a murderer from the beginning and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”

1 Timothy 4:1: “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”
Satan Desires that All will be Miserable like Himself.
2 Nephi 2:18: And because he had fallen from heaven, and had become miserable forever, he sought also the misery of all mankind. Wherefore, he said unto Eve, yea, even that old serpent, who is the devil, who is the father of all lies…….”
2 Nephi 2:27: “Wherefore, men are free according to the flesh; and all things are given them which are expedient unto man. And they are free to choose liberty and Eternal Life, through the great Mediator of all men, or to choose captivity and death, according to the captivity and power of the devil; for he seeketh that all men might be miserable like unto himself.” 

Satan Entices and Stirs people to do Evil.
Moroni 7:11-13: “Wherefore, a man being a servant of the devil cannot follow Christ; and if he follow Christ he cannot be a servant of the devil, wherefore all things which are good cometh of God; and that which is evil cometh of the devil; for the devil is an enemy unto God, and fighteth against Him continually, and inviteth and enticeth to sin, and to do that which is evil continually. Behold that which is of God inviteth and enticeth to do good continually….”
3 Nephi 6:15-16: “Now the cause of this iniquity of the people was this--Satan had great power, unto the stirring up of the people to do all manner of iniquity, and to the puffing them up with pride, tempting them to seek for power, and authority, and riches, and the vain things of the world. And thus Satan did lead away the hearts of the people to do all manner of iniquity; therefore they had enjoyed peace but a few years.” 
In the revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith in the summer of 1828 concerning the loss of some of the Book of Mormon manuscripts by Martin Harris the Lord revealed much concerning the way Satan works and his attempts to thwart the work of God. He tries to entice men to do evil by putting things into their hearts:

D&C 10:10, 12-13, 15: “And behold Satan hath put it into their hearts to alter the words which you have caused to be written……and on this wise, the devil has sought to lay a cunning plan, that he may destroy this work; for he hath put into their hearts to do this, that by lying they may say…for behold, he has put it into their hearts to get thee to tempt the Lord thy God, in asking to translate it over again.” 
D&C 63:28: “For Satan putteth it into their hearts to anger against you, and to the shedding of blood.”
John 13:2: “And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him.” 

Satan Stirs people to Anger against that which is Good. 
D&C 10:20-28: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that Satan has great hold upon their hearts; he stirreth them up to iniquity against that which is good; and their hearts are corrupt and full of wickedness and abominations; and they love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil; therefore they will not ask of me. Satan stirreth them up, that he may lead their souls to destruction. And thus he has laid a cunning plan, thinking to destroy the work of God; but I will require this at their hands, and it shall turn to their shame and condemnation in the Day of Judgment. 
He stirreth up their hearts to anger against this work. Yea, he saith unto them: Deceive and lie in wait to catch, that he may destroy; behold this is no harm. And thus he flattereth them, and telleth them that it is no sin to lie that they may catch a man in a lie, that they may destroy him. And thus he flattereth them and leadeth them along until he draggeth their souls down to hell; and thus he causeth them to catch themselves in their own snare.
And thus he goeth up and down, to and fro in the earth, seeking to destroy the souls of men. Verily, verily, I say unto you wo be unto him that lieth to deceive because he supposeth that another lieth to deceive, for such are not exempt from the justice of God.” 
D&C 10:32: “And Satan will harden the hearts of the people to stir them up to anger against you, that they will not believe my words, And Satan thinketh to overpower your testimony in this generation, that they may not come forth in this generation.” 

Satan will Pacify and Lull Away
2 Nephi 28:18-22: “But behold, that Great and Abominable Church, the whore of all the earth  must tumble to the ground, and great must be the fall thereof. For the Kingdom of the Devil must shake, and they, which belong to it must needs be stirred up unto repentance or the Devil will grasp them with his everlasting chains and they be stirred up to anger and perish. 
For behold, at that day shall he rage in the hearts of the children of men, and stir them up to anger against that which is good. And others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal security, that they say: All is well in Zion; yea Zion prospereth, all is well; and thus the devil cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell. And behold, others he flattereth away, and telleth them there is no hell; and he saith unto them; I am no devil, for there is none- and thus he whispereth in their ears until he grasps them with his awful chains from whence there is no deliverance.” 
See the study Passive or Lukewarm Membership
Satan and His Angels Rejoice over the Fallen State of Man
Moses 7: 24-26: “And behold, the power of Satan was upon all the face of the earth, and he (Enoch) saw angels descending out of Heaven; and he heard a loud voice saying: wo wo be unto the inhabitants of the earth. And he beheld Satan; and he had a great chain in his hand; and it veiled the whole face of the earth with darkness; and he looked up and laughed, and his angels rejoiced.” 
3 Nephi 9:2: “Wo, Wo, Wo, unto this people; Wo unto the inhabitants of the whole earth except they shall repent; for the devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people; and it is because of their iniquity and abominations that they are fallen.” (See 3 Nephi 9:3-11)
The Devil is the Founder of the Great and Abominable Church
See the study: Babylon-The Great and Abominable Church
The devil seeks to obtain influence through the formation of a spiritual Babylon or centers of wickedness which are likened in the scriptures unto a Church or Kingdom of the Devil. Nephi calls this establishment of wickedness the Great and Abominable Church:

1 Nephi 13:4-6: “And it came to pass that I saw among the nations of the Gentiles the formation of a great church. And the angel said unto me: Behold the formation of a church which is most abominable above all other churches, which slayeth the saints of God…and bringeth them down into captivity. And it came to pass that I beheld this great and abominable church; and I saw the devil that he was the founder of it.” 

1 Nephi 14:3-4: “And that great pit, which hath been digged for them by that Great and Abominable Church, which was founded by the devil and his children, that he might lead away the souls of men down to hell--yea, that great pit which hath been digged for the destruction of men shall be filled by those who digged it, unto their utter destruction, saith the Lamb of God……Therefore, wo be unto the Gentiles if it so be that they harden their hearts against the Lamb of God.
1 Nephi 14:9-11: “And it came to pass that He said unto me: ‘Look, and behold that Great and Abominable church, which is the mother of abominations, whose founder is the devil. And he said unto me: ‘Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the Devil; therefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth. And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the whore of all the earth, and she sat upon many waters; and she had dominion over all the earth, among all nations, kindred’s, tongues, and people.’” 

1 Nephi 22:22-23: “And the righteous need not fear, for they are those who shall not be confounded. But it is the Kingdom of the Devil, which shall be built up among the children of men…. those who seek the lusts of the flesh and the things of the world, and do all manner of iniquity; yea in fine all those who belong to the Kingdom of the Devil are they who need fear, and tremble, and quake; they are those who must be brought low in the dust; they are those who must be consumed as stubble…”

D&C 86:3: “And after they have fallen asleep the great persecutor of the church, the apostate, the whore, even Babylon, that maketh all nations to drink of her cup, in whose hearts the enemy, even Satan, sitteth to reign--behold he soweth the tares; wherefore, the tares choke the wheat and drive the church into the wilderness.”
D&C 10:56: “But it is they who do not fear me, neither keep my commandments but build up churches unto themselves to get gain, yea, and all those that do wickedly and build up the kingdom of the devil--yea, verily, verily, I say unto you, that it is they that I will disturb, and cause to tremble and shake to the center.”

D&C 1:35: “…And will that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the Devil shall have power over his own dominion.” 
Satan Creates Secret Combinations and is the Founder of Murder

See the study Warning of Secret Combinations-Works of Darkness and Murder
2 Nephi 26:22-23: “And there are also secret combinations, even as in times of old, according to the combinations of the devil, for he is the founder of all these things; yea, the founder of murder, and works of darkness; yea, and he leadeth them by the neck with a flaxen cord, until he bindeth them with his strong cords forever. For behold, my beloved brethren, I say unto you that the Lord God worketh not in darkness.” (see Note on flaxen cord at end) 

2 Nephi 9:9: “…and stirreth up the children of men unto secret combinations of murder and all manner of secret works of darkness. 

Helaman 6:17-18: “For behold, the Lord had blessed them so long with the riches of the world that they had not been stirred up to anger, to wars, nor to bloodshed; therefore they began to set their hearts upon their riches; yea, they began to seek to get gain that they might be lifted up one above another; therefore they began to commit secret murders, and to rob and to plunder, that they might get gain. 

And now behold, those murderers and plunderers were a band who had been formed by Kishkumen and Gadianton. And now it had come to pass that there were many, even among the Nephites, of Gadianton’s band. But behold, they were more numerous among the more wicked part of the Lamanites. And they were called Gadianton’s robbers and murderers.”

Helaman 6:29-30: “Yea, it is that same being who put it into the heart of Gadianton to still carry on the work of darkness, and of secret murder; and he has brought it forth from the beginning of man even down to this time. And behold, it is he who is the author of all sin. And behold, he doth carry on his works of darkness and secret murder, and doth hand down their plots, and their oaths, and their covenants, and their plans of awful wickedness, from generation to generation according as he can get hold upon the hearts of the children of men.”  
3 Nephi 6:28-30: “And they did enter into a covenant one with another, yea, even into that covenant, which was given by them of old, which covenant was given and administered by the devil, to combine against all righteousness. Therefore they did combine against the people of the Lord, and enter into a covenant to destroy them, and to deliver those who were guilty of murder from the grasp of justice, which was about to be administered according to the law. 

And they did set at defiance the law and the rights of their country; and they did covenant one with another to destroy the governor, and to establish a king over the land, that the land should no more be at liberty but should be subject unto kings.”

D&C 42:64: “And even now, let him that goeth to the east teach them that shall be converted to flee to the west, and this in consequence of that which is coming on the earth, and of secret combinations.” 
Moses 5:47, 49-52: “And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah: Hear my voice, ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech; for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. For Lamech having entered into a covenant with Satan, after the manner of Cain, wherein he became Master Mahan, master of that great secret which was administered unto Cain by Satan; and Irad, the son of Enoch, having known their secret, began to reveal it unto the sons of Adam; Wherefore Lamech, being angry, slew him, not like unto Cain, his brother Abel, for the sake of getting gain, but he slew him for the oath’s sake.

For, from the days of Cain, there was a secret combination, and their works were in the dark, and they knew every man his brother. Wherefore the Lord cursed Lamech, and his house, and all them that had covenanted with Satan; for they kept not the commandments of God, and it displeased God, and he ministered not unto them, and their works were abominations, and began to spread among all the sons of men. And it was among the sons of men.”
Moses 6:15: “And the children of amen were numerous upon all the face of the land. And in those days Satan had great dominion among men, and raged in their hearts; and from thenceforth came wars and bloodshed; and a man’s hand was against his own brother, in administering death, because of secret works, seeking for power.” 
The Lord Overpowers the Designs of Satan and Powers of Darkness
When the saints put their trust in the Lord and keep His commandments, He will overpower the evil designs of Satan:
D&C 10:14: “Verily, I say unto you, that I will not suffer that Satan shall accomplish his evil design in this thing.” 
D&C 10:43: “I will not suffer that they shall destroy my work; yea, I will show unto them that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil.” 

D&C 21:5-6: “For his word (The Prophet Joseph) ye shall receive as if from mine own mouth in all patience and faith. For by doing these things the gates of hell shall not prevail against you, yea and the Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before you….”

2 Nephi 9:10: “O how great the goodness of our God, who prepareth a way for our escape from the grasp of this awful monster; yea that monster, death and hell, which I call the death of the body and also the death of the Spirit.” 

Overcoming the “Fiery darts of the Adversary”

The scriptures explain that Latter Day Saints will occasionally receive the “fiery darts of the adversary” in which Satan will try to overpower and knock them of their spiritual feet. Through faith and striving to live the basic commandments they are given power to resist: 
D&C 3:8: “Yet you should have been faithful; and he would have extended His arm and supported you against the fiery darts of the Adversary; and he would have been with you in every time of trouble.”  
D&C 27:17-18: “Taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of my Spirit, which I will pour out upon you, and my word which I reveal unto you, and be agreed as touching all things whatsoever ye ask of me, and be faithful until I come….. ” 
1 Nephi 15:24: “And I said unto them that it was the Word of God; and whoso would hearken unto the Word of God, and would hold fast unto it, they would never perish; neither could the temptations and the fiery darts of the adversary overpower them unto blindness, to lead them away to destruction.”

Helaman 5: 12:  “And now, my sons, remember, remember that it is upon the rock of our Redeemer, who is Christ, the Son of God, that ye must build your foundation; that when the devil shall send forth his mighty winds, yea, his shafts in the whirlwind, yea, when all his hail and his mighty storm shall beat upon you, it shall have no power over you to drag you down to the gulf of misery and endless wo, because of the rock upon which ye are built, which is a sure foundation, a foundation whereon if men build they cannot fall.”
Ephesians 6: 11-18: “Put on the whole armour of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of peace; and above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit…” 
The “fiery darts of the adversary” are overcome by building upon the rock of Christ which is following the Word of God and keeping the covenants entered into. 
Satan will be Bound during the Millennium

D&C 43:29-31: “For in mine own due time will I come upon the earth in judgment, and my people shall be redeemed and shall reign with me on earth. For the great Millennium, of which I have spoken by the mouth of my servants, shall come. For Satan shall be bound, and when he is loosed again he shall only reign for a little season, and then cometh the end of the earth.”
D&C 45:55: “And Satan shall be bound, that he shall have no place in the hearts of the children of men.”

D&C 84:100: “The Lord hath redeemed his people; And Satan is bound and time is no longer.”

D&C 88: 110-115: “And so on, until the seventh angel shall sound his trump; and he shall stand forth upon the land and upon the sea, and swear in the name of him who sitteth upon the throne, that there shall be time no longer; and Satan shall be bound, that old serpent, who is called the devil, and shall not be loosed for the space of a thousand years. And then he shall be loosed for a little season, that he may gather together his armies. And Michael the seventh angel, even the archangel, shall gather together his armies, even the hosts of heaven. And the devil shall gather together his armies; even the hosts of hell, and shall come up to battle against Michael and his armies. And then cometh the battle of the great God; and the devil and his armies shall be cast away into their own place, that they shall not have power over the saints any more at all. For Michael shall fight their battles, and shall overcome him who seeketh the throne of him who sitteth upon the throne, even the Lamb.”

Revelations 20:1-3: “And I saw an Angel come down from Heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.”

1 Nephi 22:15: “For behold, saith the prophet, the time cometh speedily that Satan shall have no more power over the hearts of the children of men; for the day, soon cometh that all the proud and they who do wickedly shall be as stubble; and the day cometh that they must be burned.”

1 Nephi 22:26: “And because of the righteousness of his people, Satan has no power; wherefore, he cannot be loosed for the space of many years; for he hath no power over the hearts of the people, for they dwell in righteousness, and the Holy One of Israel reigneth.”

Temptation

The Devil Tempted the Saviour Without Success
D&C 20:22: “He suffered temptations but gave no heed unto them.”

If
At the Beginning of His ministry the Saviour was tempted by the Devil using “If”
Matthew 4:2-4: “And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was afterward hungred. And when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread’. But He answered and said, ‘It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’”
Using “If” is the same taunt that Satan inspired people to use when Jesus suffered at the end of His life:
Luke 23:36-37: “And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to Him, and offering Him vinegar and saying, ‘If thou be the King of the Jews save thyself.’”
Luke 23:39-40: “And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him saying. If thou be the Christ. Save thyself.”

How Jesus answered the Devil

The Saviours reply was that He would continue to follow the word and will of His Father. He would not be diverted from following His Father’s will despite His personal suffering.
Matthew 4:5-7: “Then Jesus was taken up into the Holy City, and the Spirit setteth him on a pinnacle of the Temple. Then the Devil came unto Him and said If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, ‘He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in [their] hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.’ Jesus said unto him, ‘It is written again, ‘Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.’” (JST)
Asking for that which is expedient.
In prayer asking for things that are not appropriate is tantamount to tempting God. This is why only those things which are expedient should be asked for:
D&C 88:64-65: “Whatsoever ye ask the Father in my name it shall be given unto you, that is expedient for you; And if ye ask anything that is not expedient for you, it shall turn unto your condemnation.” 
D&C 8:10: “Do not ask for that which you ought not.”
D&C 24:13: “Require not miracles except I shall command you.”
Matthew 4:8-11: “And again, Jesus was taken in the Spirit and it taketh Him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And the Devil came unto Him again and said, ‘All these things will I give thee if thou wilt fall down and worship me.’ (JST) Then saith Jesus unto him, ‘Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, ‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.’ Then the devil leaveth Him, and behold, angels came and ministered unto Him.” 
The Devil has Tempted Man from the Beginning of Time

Genesis 3:13: “And the Lord God said unto the woman, ‘What [is] this [that] thou hast done?’ And the woman said, ‘The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.’”
Moses 5:12-13: “And Adam and Eve blessed the name of God, and they made all things known unto their sons and their daughters. And Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God; and he commanded them, saying: ‘Believe it not’; and they believed it not, and they loved Satan more than God. And men began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual, and devilish.” 
Moses 5:29-30: “And Satan said unto Cain: ‘Swear unto me by thy throat, and if thou tell it thou shalt die; and swear thy brethren by their heads, and by the living God, that they tell it not; for if they tell it, they shall surely die; and this that thy father may not know it; and this day I will deliver thy brother Abel into thine hands. And Satan sware unto Cain that he would do according to his commands. And all these things were done in secret.”
At the beginning of the Mosaic dispensation Satan tempted Moses

Moses 1:12: “Satan came tempting him, saying: ‘Moses, son of man, worship me.’” 
Satan Continually Tempts Man

D&C 10:29: “Now, behold, they have altered these words, because Satan saith unto them: He hath deceived you--and thus he flattereth them away to do iniquity, to get thee to tempt the Lord thy God.”

D&C 29:39: “And it must needs be that the devil should tempt the children of men, or they could not be agents unto themselves; for if they never should have bitter they could not know the sweet- wherefore, it came to pass the devil tempted Adam.”
D&C 40:2: “And he received the word with gladness, but straightway Satan tempted him; and the fear of persecution and the cares of the world caused him to reject the word.”
1 Nephi 12:17: “And the mists of darkness are the temptations of the devil, which blindeth the eyes, and hardeneth the hearts of the children of men, and leadeth them away into broad roads that they perish and are lost.” 
1st Peter 5:18: “Be sober be vigilant: because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour whom resist steadfast in the faith…”
D&C 112:12-13: “And pray for thy brethren of the Twelve. Admonish them sharply for my name's sake, and let them be admonished for all their sins, and be ye faithful before me unto my name. And after their temptations, and much tribulation, behold, I, the Lord, will feel after them, and if they harden not their hearts, and stiffen not their necks against me, they shall be converted, and I will heal them.” 
D&C 23:1: “Behold, I speak unto you….. a few words. Behold, thou art blessed, and art under no condemnation. But beware of pride, lest thou shouldst enter into temptation.”
The Lord is able to Deliver His People from Temptation

2 Peter 2:9: “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the Day of Judgment to be punished.”

1 Corinthians 10:13: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God [is] faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear [it].” 
D&C 9:13: “Do this thing which I have commanded you, and you shall prosper. Be faithful, and yield to no temptation.”
D&C 62:1: “Behold, and hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, even Jesus Christ, your advocate, who knoweth the weakness of man and how to succor them who are tempted.”
D&C 95:1: “Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you whom I love, and whom I love I also chasten that their sins may be forgiven, for with the chastisement I prepare a way for their deliverance in all things out of temptation, and I have loved you.”
James 4:7: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.” 
Rev 12:11: “And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.
Alma 37:33: “Preach unto them repentance, and faith on the Lord Jesus Christ; teach them to humble themselves and to be meek and lowly in heart; teach them to withstand every temptation of the devil, with their faith on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The Saints are to Watch and to Pray to Overcome Temptation
3 Nephi 18:15: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye must watch and pray always, lest ye be tempted by the devil, and ye be led away captive by him.”
3 Nephi 18:18-19: “Behold verily verily I say unto ye must watch and pray always lest ye enter into temptation; for Satan desireth to have you, that he may sift you as wheat. Therefore, ye must always pray unto the Father in my name.” 

Matthew 26:40-41: “And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed [is] willing, but the flesh [is] weak.”
Alma 13:28: “But that ye would humble yourselves before the Lord, and call on his holy name, and watch and pray continually, that ye may not be tempted above that which ye can bear, and thus be led by the Holy Spirit…...” 

Alma 15:17: “Therefore, after Alma having established the church at Sidom, seeing a great check, yea, seeing that the people were checked as to the pride of their hearts, and began to humble themselves before God, and began to assemble themselves together at their sanctuaries to worship God before the altar, watching and praying continually, that they might be delivered from Satan, and from death, and from destruction.”
Alma 34:38-39: “…Take upon you the name of Christ; that ye humble yourselves even to the dust, and worship God, in whatsoever place ye may be in, in Spirit and in truth….that ye be watchful unto prayer continually, that ye may not be led away by the temptations of the devil, that he may not overcome you…..”
The Saviour Taught His disciples to Pray to Avoid Temptation
Matthew 6:13: “And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Luke 11:2-4: “When ye pray, say, ‘Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive everyone that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil’.”
D&C 10:5: “Pray always, that you may come off conqueror; yea, that you may conquer Satan and that you may escape the hands of the servants of Satan that do uphold his work.” 
D&C 93:49: “What I say unto one, I say unto all; pray always lest that wicked one have power in you and remove you out of your place.” 

Luke 22:31-32: “And the Lord said Simon Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.”
Articles on the Devil and his Devices
‘Satan—The Great Deceiver’ By President Marion G. Romney                                   

3rd April 1971 Repeated Ensign Feb 2005 page 52 
“I earnestly seek an interest in your faith and prayers. I particularly need the Spirit of the Lord today because I have decided to speak about his enemy, “Satan—The Great Deceiver.” 

A corollary to the pernicious falsehood that God is dead is the equally pernicious doctrine that there is no devil. Satan himself is the father of both of these lies. To believe them is to surrender to him. Such surrender has always led, is leading now, and will continue to lead men to destruction. 

Latter-day Saints know that there is a God. With like certainty, they know that Satan lives, that he is a powerful personage of spirit, the archenemy of God, of man, and of righteousness. The reality of the existence of both God and the devil is conclusively established by the scriptures and by human experience. 

Abraham’s account of the great pre-earth heavenly council identifies both God and Satan as participators in that council. (Read Abr. 3.) Marvelous and important is the knowledge revealed in that account—knowledge of things as they were in the distant past, concerning God the Father and his spirit children, and concerning his plans for the creation of this earth. It refers to the gospel plan and identifies Christ and Satan. 

Amplifying the truths revealed to Abraham, the Lord said to Moses: “That Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine Only Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning, and he came before me, saying—Behold, here am I, send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.” (Moses 4:1.) 

Old Testament prophets knew about Satan and his role in the great council. As though speaking directly to him, Isaiah said: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: …  “… I will be like the most High. “Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” (Isa. 14:12–15.) 

In this last dispensation, the Lord has confirmed what he revealed in former dispensations concerning Satan’s role in the great council. In September 1830 he said to the Prophet Joseph: “… the devil was before Adam, for he rebelled against me, saying, Give me thine honor, which is my power; and also a third part of the hosts of heaven turned he away from me because of their agency.” (D&C 29:36.) 

In February 1832 Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon testified that they saw in vision “that an angel of God who was in authority in the presence of God, who rebelled against the Only Begotten Son … was thrust down from the presence of God and the Son, “And was called Perdition, for the heavens wept over him—he was Lucifer, a son of the morning.” (D&C 76:25–26.) Joseph Smith succinctly summed up the great pre-earth controversy when he said:  “The contention in heaven was—Jesus said there would be certain souls that would not be saved; and the devil said he could save them all, and laid his plans before the grand council, who gave their vote in favor of Jesus Christ. So, the devil rose up in rebellion against God, and was cast down, with all who put up their heads for him.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith [Deseret Book Co. p. 357)
When Satan and those who followed him were “thrust down,” they came to the earth. During the vision given to Moses, the Lord said: “… because … Satan rebelled against me, and sought to destroy the agency of man, which I, the Lord God, had given him, and also, that I should give unto him mine own power; by the power of mine Only Begotten, I caused that he should be cast down. And he became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken unto my voice.” (Moses 4:3–4.) 

Satan was in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve before the fall. He continued to tempt them and their children after they had been driven from the Garden. When Adam and Eve received the gospel they rejoiced in it, “blessed the name of God, and … made all things known unto their sons and their daughters. And Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God; and he commanded them, saying: Believe it not; and they believed it not, and they loved Satan more than God. And men began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual, and devilish.” (Moses 5:12–13.) 

From then until now Satan has been in the earth. We read in the Book of Job: “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, ‘from going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.” (Job 1:6–7.) 

In his diary for August 11, 1831, the Prophet wrote: “… after we had encamped upon the bank of the river, at McIlwaine’s Bend, Brother Phelps, in open vision by daylight, saw the destroyer in his most horrible power, ride upon the face of the waters; others heard the noise, but saw not the vision.” (Documentary History of the Church, vol. 1 p. 203) 

Satan is evil: totally and always. He ever seeks to defeat the gospel plan and “destroy the souls of men.” (D&C 10:27.) “… he persuadeth no man to do good, no, not one; neither do his angels; neither do they who subject themselves unto him.” (Moroni 7:17) 

At the last supper just prior to his ordeal in Gethsemane, Jesus warned Peter: “Simon, Simon, … Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.” (Luke 22:31.) 

Satan is irrevocably committed to countering and overcoming the influence of the Spirit of Christ upon men. He is the representative, promoter, and advocate of that “opposition in all things” referred to by Lehi in his instructions to his son Jacob. (See 2 Ne. 2:11, 14–18.) 

Satan’s methods are various, devious, and countless. 

“… by every possible means he seeks to darken the minds of men and then offers them falsehood and deception in the guise of truth. Satan is a skilful imitator, and as genuine gospel truth is given the world in ever-increasing abundance, so he spreads the counterfeit coin of false doctrine. … [As] ‘the father of lies’ he has … become, through the ages of practice in his nefarious work,” such an adept “that were it possible he would deceive the very elect.” (Joseph F. Smith in Daniel H. Ludlow, Latter-day Prophets Speak 
At the opening of every dispensation he has made a frontal attack against the advent of truth. As already noted, he deceived the sons and daughters of Adam and Eve in the first gospel dispensation. At the beginning of the Mosaic dispensation, “Satan came tempting him, saying: Moses, son of man, worship me.” (Moses 1:12.) 

In the days of Jesus, Satan attacked the Master himself. (See Luke 4:1–13.) 

That Satan was present and contested the opening of this last dispensation, we learn from the Prophet’s statement: 

“… I was seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me and had such an astonishing influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction.” (JS—H 1:15) 

Satan’s attack against the coming forth of the Book of Mormon is detailed in the tenth section of the Doctrine and Covenants. Another evidence of the devil’s effort to thwart the spread of the gospel is Heber C. Kimball’s account of Satan’s attack upon the brethren who took the gospel to England in 1837. (Orson F. Whitney, Life of Heber C. Kimball, pp. 143–45) 

The general acceptance of Satan’s declaration, “I am no devil, for there is none” (2 Ne. 28:22), accounts in large measure for the decadence in our deteriorating society. 

We Latter-day Saints need not be, and we must not be, deceived by the sophistries of men concerning the reality of Satan. There is a personal devil, and we had better believe it. He and a countless host of followers, seen and unseen, are exercising a controlling influence upon men and their affairs in our world today. 

An ancient American prophet, envisioning our day and observing what is going on, prophesied that if Satan is not checked, he will bring this generation to destruction. Addressing himself to our present situation, Nephi said: 

“… The kingdom of the devil must shake, and they which belong to it must needs be stirred up unto repentance, or the devil will grasp them with his everlasting chains, and they be stirred up to anger, and perish; For behold, at that day [that’s today] shall he rage in the hearts of the children of men, and stir them up to anger against that which is good. And others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal security, that they will say: All is well in Zion; yea, Zion prospereth, all is well—and thus the devil cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell. And behold, others he flattereth away, and telleth them there is no hell; and he saith unto them: I am no devil, for there is none—and thus he whispereth in their ears, until he grasps them with his awful chains, from whence there is no deliverance.” (2 Ne. 28:19–22.) 

Now I am not calling attention to these things to frighten, stampede, or discourage anyone. I refer to them because I know they are true, and I am persuaded that if we are to “conquer Satan, and … escape the hands of the servants of Satan that do uphold his work” (D&C 10:5), we must understand and recognize the situation as it is. This is no time for Latter-day Saints to equivocate. 

Nor is it a time for us to panic. The difficulties of our times have not come upon us unawares. A hundred and forty years ago the Lord clearly revealed the tenor of our times. We know that as the Second Coming of the Savior approaches, the tempo of Satan’s campaign for the souls of men is being and will continue to be accelerated. We know that the experiences of the intervening years will try men’s souls. 

We also know that God lives; that his “eternal purposes … shall roll on.” We know that to qualify us to prevail against Satan and his wicked hosts, we have been given the gospel of Jesus Christ. We know that the Spirit of Christ and the power of his priesthood are ample shields to the power of Satan. We know that there is available to each of us the gift of the Holy Ghost—the power of revelation which embraces the gift of discernment by which we may unerringly detect the devil and the counterfeits he is so successfully foisting upon this gullible generation. Our course is clear and certain. It is to strictly obey the commandments of the Lord, as they are recorded in the scriptures and as they are being given by the living prophets. 

In conclusion, I bear you my witness to the truth of the things I have been calling to your attention in these remarks. 

I know that God lives. Through my own experiences I have come to know of his Spirit and his power. I know also that Satan lives. I have detected his spirit and felt his power—not to the extent as did the Prophet Joseph, but in like experience. 

I know that at the second advent of Christ, the signs of which are now mounting, “Satan shall be bound … [and] have no place in the hearts of the children of men.” (D&C 45:55.) 

I bear further witness to the truth of the Savior’s prediction that at the time of His Coming “they that are wise and have received the truth [that is, who have accepted the gospel], and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived [by Satan and his powers]— … shall … abide the day [of His coming]. 

“And [that] the earth shall be given unto them for an inheritance; …  For the Lord shall be in their midst, and his glory shall be upon them, and he will be their king and their lawgiver.” (D&C 45:57–59.) 

That we may take the Holy Spirit for our guide, recognize Satan, his representatives and their works, and not be deceived by them, to the end that we may be partakers of the promised blessings, I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 
(Elder Marion G. Romney General Conference 3rd April 1971 (Repeated in the Ensign Feb 2005 page 52) (Gospel Classics)
 “The Forces That Will Save Us,” President James E. Faust Ensign, Jan. 2007
The First Presidency Message “A Warning Voice against the Devil and his Angels”
“I feel impressed to sound a warning voice against the devil and his angels—the source and mainspring of all evil. I approach this prayerfully because Satan is not an enlightening subject. I consider him to be the great imitator. 

I think we will witness increasing evidence of Satan’s power as the kingdom of God grows stronger. I believe Satan’s ever-expanding efforts are some proof of the truthfulness of this work. In the future the opposition will be both more subtle and more open. It will be masked in greater sophistication and cunning, but it will also be more blatant. We will need greater spirituality to perceive all of the forms of evil and greater strength to resist it. But the disappointments and setbacks to the work of God will be temporary, for the work will go forward. 

It is not good practice to become intrigued by Satan and his mysteries. No good can come from getting close to evil. Like playing with fire, it is too easy to get burned: “The knowledge of sin tempteth to its commission.” The only safe course is to keep well distanced from him and any of his wicked activities or nefarious practices. The mischief of devil worship, sorcery, witchcraft, voodooism, casting spells, black magic, and all other forms of demonism should always be avoided. 

However, President Brigham Young (1801–77) said that it is important to “study … evil, and its consequences.” Since Satan is the author of all the evil in the world, it is essential therefore to realize that he is the influence behind the opposition to the work of God. Alma stated the issue succinctly: “Whatsoever is good cometh from God, and whatsoever is evil cometh from the devil.” Alma 5:40
My principal reason for choosing this subject is to help young people by warning them, as Paul said, “lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.” (2 Corinthians 2:11)
 We hope that young people, unfamiliar with the sophistries of the world, can keep themselves free of Satan’s enticements and deceitful ways. I personally claim no special insight into Satan’s methods, but I have at times been able to identify his influence and his actions in my life and in the lives of others. When I was on my first mission, Satan sought to divert me from my future path and, if possible, to destroy my usefulness in the Lord’s work. That was more than 60 years ago, and I still remember how reasonable his entreaties seemed. 

Who has not heard and felt the enticing of the devil? His voice often sounds so reasonable and his message so easy to justify. It is an appealing, intriguing voice with dulcet tones. It is neither hard nor discordant. No one would listen to Satan’s voice if it sounded harsh or mean. If the devil’s voice were unpleasant, it would not persuade people to listen to it. 

Shakespeare wrote, “The prince of darkness is a gentleman,” and, “The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose.” 
As the great imitator, Lucifer has marvelous powers of deception. As Paul said to the Corinthians, “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” 2 Corinthians 11:14 
Some of Satan’s most appealing lines are “Everyone does it”; “If it doesn’t hurt anybody else, it’s all right”; “If you feel all right about it, it’s OK”; or “It’s the ‘in’ thing to do.” These subtle entreaties make Satan the great imitator, the master deceiver, the arch counterfeiter, and the great forger. 

We all have an inner braking system that will stop us before we follow Satan too far down the wrong road. It is the still, small voice within us. But if we allow ourselves to succumb to Satan’s tempting, the braking system begins to leak brake fluid and our stopping mechanism becomes weak and ineffective. 

Nephi has given to us the pattern or formula by which Satan operates: 

“And others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal security, that they will say: All is well in Zion; yea, Zion prospereth, all is well—and thus the devil cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell. And behold, others he flattereth away, and telleth them there is no hell; and he saith unto them: I am no devil, for there is none—and thus he whispereth in their ears, until he grasps them with his awful chains, from whence there is no deliverance.” 2 Nephi 28:21-22 

The First Presidency described Satan: “He is working under such perfect disguise that many do not recognize either him or his methods. There is no crime he would not commit, no debauchery he would not set up, no plague he would not send, no heart he would not break, no life he would not take, no soul he would not destroy. He comes as a thief in the night; he is a wolf in sheep’s clothing.” Satan is the world’s master in the use of flattery, and he knows the great power of speech, a power his servants often employ. He has always been one of the great forces of the world. 

I once heard Ernest Leroy Hatch, former president of the Guatemala City Temple, say, “The devil is not smart because he is the devil; he is smart because he is old.” Indeed, the devil is old, and he was not always the devil. Initially, he was not the perpetrator of evil. He was with the hosts of heaven in the beginning. He was “an angel of God who was in authority in the presence of God.” (D&C 76:25) He came before Christ and proposed to God the Father, “Behold, here am I, send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.” (Moses 4:1) This he wanted to do by force, destroying the agency of man. 

Satan became the devil by seeking glory, power, and dominion by force. In contrast, Jesus, chosen “from the beginning,” said unto God, “Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever.” (Moses 4:2) What a difference in approaches! Wrong as Satan was, he was persuasive enough to entice one-third of the hosts of heaven to follow him. He practiced a great deception by saying, “I am also a son of God,” persuading others to love him more than God. 

Our agency, given us through the plan of our Father, is the great alternative to Satan’s plan of force. With this sublime gift, we can grow, improve, progress, and seek perfection. Without agency, none of us could grow and develop by learning from our mistakes and errors and those of others. 

Because of his rebellion, Lucifer was cast out and “became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken unto [the Lord’s] voice.” (Moses 4:4) And so this personage who was an angel of God and in authority, even in the presence of God, was removed from the presence of God and His Son. This caused great sadness, “for the heavens wept over him—he was Lucifer, a son of the morning.” (D&C 76:26) Does this not place some responsibility on the followers of Christ to show concern for loved ones who have lost their way and “are shut out from the presence of God”? I know of no better way than to show unconditional love and help lost souls seek another path. 

Satan does, however, perform an important negative function. In the book of 2 Nephi we are told, “For it must needs be, that there is an opposition in all things.” Indeed, Peter warns, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 1 Peter 5:8 

C. S. Lewis, a Christian author, gave us a keen insight into devilish tactics. In a fictional letter, the master devil, Screwtape, instructs the apprentice devil Wormwood, who is in training to become a more experienced devil: 

“You will say that these are very small sins; and doubtless, like all young tempters, you are anxious to be able to report spectacular wickedness. … It does not matter how small the sins are, provided that their cumulative effect is to edge the man away from the Light and out into the Nothing. … Indeed, the safest road to Hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts.” 

C. S. Lewis also wrote: “A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is an obvious lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is. … You find out the strength of a wind by trying to walk against it, not by lying down.” 

The Prophet Joseph Smith related from his own experience, “The nearer a person approaches the Lord, a greater power will be manifested by the adversary to prevent the accomplishment of His purposes.” 

However, we need not become paralyzed with fear of Satan’s power. He can have no power over us unless we permit it. He is really a coward, and if we stand firm, he will retreat. The Apostle James counseled: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7) He cannot know our thoughts unless we speak them. And Nephi states that the devil “hath no power over the hearts” of righteous people. (1 Nephi 22:26) 

We have heard comedians and others justify or explain their misdeeds by saying, “The devil made me do it.” I do not really think the devil can make us do anything. Certainly he can tempt and he can deceive, but he has no authority over us that we do not give him. 

The power to resist Satan may be stronger than we realize. The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “All beings who have bodies have power over those who have not. The devil has no power over us only as we permit him. The moment we revolt at anything which comes from God, the devil takes power.” 

He also stated, “Wicked spirits have their bounds, limits, and laws by which they are governed.” So Satan and his angels are not all-powerful. One of Satan’s approaches is to persuade a person who has transgressed that there is no hope of forgiveness. But there is always hope. Most sins, no matter how grievous, may be repented of if the desire is sincere enough.  

Satan has had great success with this gullible generation. As a consequence, he and his angels have victimized literally hosts of people. There is, however, an ample shield against the power of Lucifer and his hosts. This protection lies in the spirit of discernment through the gift of the Holy Ghost. This gift comes undeviatingly by personal revelation to those who strive to obey the commandments of the Lord and to follow the counsel of the living prophets. 

This personal revelation will surely come to all whose eyes are single to the glory of God, for it is promised that their bodies will be “filled with light, and there shall be no darkness” in them. All who come unto Christ by obedience to the covenants and ordinances of the gospel can thwart Satan’s efforts. The humble followers of the divine Master need not be deceived by the devil if they will be honest and true to their fellow men and women, go to the house of the Lord, receive the sacrament worthily, observe the Sabbath day, pay their tithes and offerings, offer contrite prayers, engage in the Lord’s work, and follow those who preside over them. 

There are forces that will save us from the ever-increasing lying, disorder, violence, chaos, destruction, misery, and deceit that are upon the earth. Those saving forces are the everlasting principles, covenants, and ordinances of the eternal gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. These same principles, covenants, and ordinances are coupled with the rights and powers of the priesthood of Almighty God. We of this Church are the possessors and custodians of these commanding powers that can and do roll back much of the power of Satan on the earth. We believe that we hold these mighty forces in trust for all who have died, for all who are now living, and for the yet unborn. 

My prayer is that through the spreading of righteousness, the evil hands of the destroyer can be stayed so that he will not be permitted to curse the whole world. I pray that God will overlook our weaknesses, our frailties, and our many shortcomings and generously forgive us of our misdeeds. May He bring solace to the suffering, comfort to those who grieve, and peace to the broken-hearted. President James E. Faust, “The Forces That Will Save Us,” Ensign, Jan. 2007 

The Physical Power of Satan

Satan has the power to use spiritual force that can have a powerful physical effect upon individuals.
At the time of the First Vision Joseph Smith was attacked by an evil force:

JS 1:15-16: “I was seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me, and had such an astonishing influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction. But, exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me, and at the very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to destruction-not to an imaginary ruin, but to the power of some actual being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous power as I had never before felt in any being…..” 

Personal Experiences

In a group meeting of High Priests that I attended the brethren during the lesson spoke of the powers of Satan that they had experienced in their lives. Some had experienced the binding of the tongue others had been attacked by an unseen power in the middle of the night. Only by using the name of Jesus Christ was this evil overcome. Other Priesthood holders had the experience of casting out evil influences from houses. In one situation an evil spirit was cast out of an individual by one of the brethren on a mission. These powers of Satan and his cohorts are just as real today. 

The Physical Attack upon Heber C. Kimball and Orson Hyde

Heber C. Kimball and Orson Hyde, members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, along with five other missionaries, arrived in Preston, England on July 22, 1837. One of the missionaries, Joseph Fielding, had a brother, Reverend James Fielding, who allowed the missionaries to preach to his congregation in the Vauxhall Chapel. They held three successful meetings in Vauxhall Chapel. Several individuals believed their testimonies and petitioned them to be baptized. 

The missionaries decided to hold a baptismal service in the River Ribble on July 30, 1837. Heber C. Kimball described that “by this time the adversary of souls began to rage, and he felt determined to destroy us before we had fully established the Kingdom of God in that land, and the next morning I witnessed a scene of satanic power and influence which I shall never forget.”
The night before the service, the missionaries were attacked by a host of evil spirits. Elder

Kimball described them as “men of full stature, possessing every form and feature of men in the flesh, who were angry and desperate; and I shall never forget the vindictive malignity depicted on their countenances as they looked me in the eye; and any attempt to paint the scene which then presented itself, or portray their malice and enmity, would be vain.” After a time, the spirits were rebuked, and the baptismal service was conducted as planned later that morning.
Preston - Satanic Attack

http://ldsbritain.blogspot.co.uk/2010/02/discovering-lds-preston-satanic-attack.html

“Lehi counselled his son Jacob “that there must needs be an opposition in all things” (2 Nephi 2:11).  The adversary, in his quest to increase wickedness and misery certainly does his best to oppose, to prevent or undermine the humble beginnings of significant events.  This was illustrated when the first seven missionaries to Britain arrived in Preston in July 1837. Upon their arrival one of the missionaries, John Goodson, went to find lodgings. “We obtain a lodging in the house of a widow [in St. Wilfred Street], and furnished our own vituals and she cooked it for us."    (Kimball, S.B, p.7-8) Joseph Fielding referred to them as "comfortable private lodging." (Fielding 1:17)

The Missionary Lodgings

Top two floors of this Preston home: The three storey home still stands on the corner of Fox Street and St. Wilfrid Street.  A week later, upon the very day when the first British baptisms were about to take place, an amazing event took place in these lodgings that is oft repeated when retelling the story of this first British mission.  This article takes a comprehensive approach by taking the different accounts and slotting them together in chronological order. 

Heber C. Kimball recalled: “Sunday, July 30th, about daybreak, Elder Isaac Russell….came up to the third story, where Elder Hyde and myself were sleeping, and called out, ‘Brother Kimball, I want you should get up and pray for me that I may be delivered from the evil spirits that are tormenting me to such a degree that I feel I cannot live long, unless I obtain relief.”

“I had been sleeping on the back of the bed. I immediately arose, slipped off at the foot of the bed, and passed around to where he was. Elder Hyde threw his feet out, and sat up in the bed, and we laid hands on him, I being mouth, and prayed that the Lord would have mercy on him, and rebuked the devil. While thus engaged, I was struck with great force by some invisible power, and fell senseless on the floor.” (Whitney p. 129-131)

Orson Hyde-observed this same moment in his account: “his [Heber's] voice faltered, and his mouth was shut, and he began to tremble and reel to and fro, and fell on the floor like a dead man, and uttered a deep groan. I immediately seized him by the shoulder, and lifted him up, being satisfied that the devils were exceedingly angry because we attempted to cast them out of Brother Russell, and they made a powerful attempt upon Elder Kimball as if to dispatch him at once, they struck him senseless and he fell to the floor… “(Elder's p. 4)
Heber continued...“The first thing I recollected was being supported by Elders Hyde and Richards, who were praying for me; Elder Richards having followed Russell up to my room. Elder Hyde and Richards then assisted me to get on the bed, but my agony was so great I could not endure it, and I arose, bowed my knees and prayed. I then arose and sat up on the bed, when a vision was opened to our minds, and we could distinctly see the evil spirits, who foamed and gnashed their teeth at us. (Whitney p. 130-131)

Years later (1856) Heber told a congregation in the Salt Lake Tabernacle: “I saw their hands, their eyes, and every feature of their faces, the hair on their heads, and their ears, in short they had full formed bodies.“   (Journal of Discourses Vol. 3 mar 2, 1856, p. 229)

Heber's account continued: 
“We gazed upon them about an hour and a half (by Willard’s watch). We were not looking towards the window, but towards the wall. Space appeared before us, and we saw the devils coming in legions, with their leaders, who came within a few feet of us. They came towards us like armies rushing to battle They appeared to be men of full stature, possessing every form and feature of men in the flesh, who were angry and desperate; and I (Kimball) shall never forget the vindictive malignity depicted on their countenances as they looked me in the eye; and any attempt to paint the scene which then presented itself, or portray their malice and enmity, would be vain. I perspired exceedingly, my clothes becoming as wet as if I had been taken out of the river. I felt excessive pain, and was in the greatest distress for some time.” (Whitney p. 130-131)

HYDE:  “Immediately he [Heber] recovered his strength in part, so as to get up; the sweat began to roll from him most powerfully, and he was almost as wet as if he had been taken out of the water…”  (Elder’s p.4)

KIMBALL: “We distinctly heard those spirits talk and express their wrath and hellish designs against us.”  (Whitney p. 130-131)

HYDE: “We could very sensibly hear the evil spirits rage and foam out their shame.”    (Elder’s p.4)

FIELDING: “They could hear a sound from them, i.e. the evil spirits, like the grating of teeth, quite plainly.”  (Fielding, p.22)

HYDE:  “…After you were overcome by them and had fallen, their awful rush upon me with knives, threats, imprecations, hellish grins, amply convinced me that they were no friends of mine.  While you were apparently senseless and lifeless on the floor and upon the bed (after we had laid you there), I (Orson) stood between you (Heber) and the devils and fought them and contended with them face to face, until they began to diminish in number and to retreat from the room. The last imp that left turned around to me as he was going out and said, as if to apologize, and appease my determined opposition to them, ‘I never said anything against you!’ I replied to him thus: ‘It matters not me whether you have or have not; you are a liar from the beginning! In the name of Jesus Christ depart!’ He immediately left, and the room was clear. That closed the scene of devils for the time.” (Whitney 131)

FIELDING:  “They however kept their distances, but turned their heads toward Bro. Hyde; one looking at him said distinctly, but with a murmuring tone, slowly demure, I never spoke against you.  Brother Hyde said there seemed to be legions of them.  He was alarmed, but very much disgusted.  He could scarcely bear to speak of them.”  (Fielding, p. 23)

“However, the Lord delivered us from them, and blessed us exceedingly that day.” 

Upon his return home Heber walked with Joseph Smith who declared:

“At that time you were nigh unto the Lord: there was only a veil between you and Him, but you could not see Him. When I heard of it, it gave me great joy, for I then knew that the work of God had taken root in that land. It was this that caused the devil to make a struggle to kill you.” (Whitney p. 132)

It is an interesting exercise to compare Joseph’s experience in the Sacred Grove with this manifestation in Preston.  In both instances the adversary knew that something significant was about to happen. 

JOSEPH SMITH: “I kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God. I had scarcely done so, when immediately I was seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me, and had such an astonishing influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction.” (Joseph Smith History 1:15-17)
 From his experiences Joseph was able to teach Heber an important truth about the Preston attack: “The nearer a person approaches the Lord, a greater power will be manifested by the adversary to prevent the accomplishment of His purposes.”   (Whitney p.132)

Twenty years later Heber shared some interesting insights:

“If evil spirits could come to me, cannot ministering spirits and angels also come from God? Of course they can, and there are thousands of them, and I wish you to understand this, and that they can rush as an army going to battle, for the evil spirits came upon me and brother Hyde in that way.”

…..When I returned home I called upon brother Joseph , and we walked down the bank of the river. He there told me what contests he had had with the devil; he told me that he had contests with the devil, face to face. He also told me how he was handled and afflicted by the devil, and said, he had known circumstances where Elder Rigdon was pulled out of bed three times in one night. ……

The Lord has hosts of angels who are qualified to defend us, and they have information enough to march armies and to select leaders to lead them against the enemy of the Saints…” JD V.3 p 229.
Scriptures Used in this Study.
Doctrine and Covenants
D&C 1:15-16; 1:35; 3:8; 8:10; 9:13; 10:5; 10:14; 10:10, 12-13, 15; 10:20-29; 10:43;  20:22; 21:5-6; 23:1; 24:13; 25:11-12; 27:17-18; 29:36-38; 29:39; 33:4; 35:11-12; 36:6; 38:11-13; 38:28-29; 38:42; 40:2; 42:64; 43:19; 43;29-31; 45:55; 46:7-8; 50:2-3;  50:6-9; 50:23-25; 52:12; 52:14; 63:28; 64:24; 76:25-27; 76:28-29; 78:10;  82:5-6; 84:49-53; 84;100; 86:3; 88:64-65; 88:110-115; 93:24-25; 93:49; 95:1; 112:13-14; 112:23-24; 133:5, 7, 12, 14 
Book of Mormon

1 Nephi 12:17; 13:4-6; 1 Nephi 14: 3-4, 7, 9-17; 15:24; 22;15; 22:22-23; 22;26; 2 Nephi 2:17-18;    2 Nephi 2:27; 4:27-28; 9:9-10; 2 Nephi 24:12-16; 2 Nephi 26:22-23; 28:11-12, 18, 20-22; Alma 15:17; Alma 34:35; Alma 34:38-39; Alma 37:33; Helaman 5:12: 6:29-30; 3 Nephi 6:15-16;           3 Nephi 6:28-30;  9:2  3 Nephi 18:18-19; 18:18-22; Moroni 7:11-13.
Pearl of Great Price

Moses 1:12; 4:1; 4:3-4; 5:12-13; 5:29-30; Moses 5:47, 49-52; 6:15; 7:24-26; JS 1:15-16
New Testament

Matthew 4:2-4, 5-7, 8-11; 6:13; 26:40-41; Luke 11:2-4; 22:31-32; 23:36-37; 23:39-40; John 8:44: 
1 Cor:10:13; 2 Cor 4:4; Ephesians 6:12; Ephesians 6: 11-18; 1 Timothy 4:1; James 4:7; John 13:2; 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Peter 2:9; Revelations 12:7-9; 12:11; 18:2-5; 20:1-3.
Old Testament

Genesis 3:13; Isaiah 14:12-15; See Isaiah 47:10-11, 13-14; Isaiah 52:11-12; Jeremiah 51:6-8.
PAGE  
21

