Who Qualifies as Members of the Lord’s Church
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Introduction

The Doctrine and Covenants contains the Word of the Lord to this generation. The Lord declares within its pages who are His people, His sheep, His Saints, His Church. The Church is a body of believers who are striving to live the commandments in a challenging world. 
Being repentant and coming unto the Saviour through the ordinances of the gospel such as the sacrament is necessary to be regarded by the Lord as His Church as this scripture testifies: 
D&C 10:67-68: “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me, therefore he is not of my church.”
President Ezra T. Benson used the above scripture as follows: 
“In the usual sense of the term, church membership means that a person has his or her name officially recorded on the membership records of the Church. By that definition, we have more than six million members of the Church. But the Lord defines a member of His kingdom in quite a different way. In 1828, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, He said, “Behold, this is my doctrine—whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church.” (D&C 10:67). To Him whose Church this is, membership involves far more than simply being a member of record.”
President Benson then sets out in detail what principles are required to be truly part of the Lord’s Church. He then closes his talk by stating: 
“If we will strive to incorporate these principles (faith and repentance) into our lives and implement them on a daily basis, we shall then qualify to be called members of the Church of Jesus Christ. As true members, we have claim to His promise: “Whosoever is of my church, and endureth of my church to the end, him will I establish upon my rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against them” (D&C 10:69)Ensign Oct 1989 First Presidency message Ezra T Benson
According to scripture a disciple of Christ is a member who is striving to live the Law of God:  
D&C 41:5: “He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you” 
President Marion G Romney stated: 
“As I bear you this testimony I pray that we shall all fully live the gospel and thereby qualify as true disciples of Christ, to obtain the promised peace in this world and eternal life in the world to come.” “A Disciple of Christ” Oct 1978 
Obey the Ordinances to be Accepted of God

The Lord has clearly stated in scripture the conditions upon which individuals are acceptable to Him. He has given the following pattern to identify the worthy: 

D&C 52:14-19: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations-wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh whose spirit is contrite (repentant), whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances…….and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you. And again he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me. Wherefore by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under Heaven” 
The Lord’s people need to pray, be repentant, and keep the ordinances of the gospel such as  the sacrament to be accepted of Him. The message in the Doctrine and Covenants and other scriptures is consistent on who the Lord regards as members of His church. 
The Importance of Partaking of the Sacrament Regularly

D&C 59:9: “And that thou mayest more fully keep thyself unspotted from the world, thou shalt go to the House of Prayer and offer up thy sacraments upon my Holy Day” 
D&C 20:75: “It is expedient that the church meet together often to partake of bread and wine in the remembrance of the Lord Jesus.” 
Those who fail to partake of the Sacrament are not built upon the rock of the Gospel: 
3 Nephi 18:11-14: “And this shall ye always do to those who repent and are baptised in my name; and ye shall do it in remembrance of my blood, which I have shed for you, that ye may witness unto the Father that ye do always remember me. And if ye do always remember me ye shall have My Spirit to be with you. And I give unto you a commandment that ye shall do these things. 
And if ye shall always do these things blessed are ye, for ye are built upon my rock. But whoso among you shall do more or less than these are not built upon my rock, but are built upon a sandy foundation; and when the rain descends and the floods come, and the winds blow, and beat upon them, they shall fall, and the gates of hell are ready open to receive them. Therefore blessed are ye if ye shall keep my commandments which the Father hath commanded me that I should give unto you.” End  
John 6:54-56: “Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.

He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.”
It is through the ordinances of the Gospel that the Lord tests the faith of His people. Ordinances become a measure of a member’s progress and open the door to spiritual blessings. The Saviour started His mortal ministry with the ordinance of baptism and He finished it by introducing the ordinance of the sacrament. Likewise members commence their personal relationship with the Saviour through the ordinance of baptism and that relationship endures by members partaking of the sacrament. 
Connected to the Lord

The Saviour likened himself to the vine and His Saints to the branches of the vine. The sacrament is like the sap of a tree that ensures that the saints (branches) do not die and wither but keep connected to the Lord. The Saviour said: 
John 15:4-6: “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered.” 

This sacred ordinance connects members to the Saviour, maintains the Gift of the Holy Ghost, renews the covenants of baptism and sanctifies the individual.
D&C 41:5: “He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you.”  

See the study Sacrament- In Remembrance of the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ
Members are Required to Prove their Worthiness
D&C 20:69: “And the members shall manifest before the church, and also before the elders, by a godly walk and conversation, that they are worthy of it, that there may be works and faith agreeable to the holy scriptures-walking in holiness before me.” 
D&C 42:78: “And again, every person who belongeth to this Church of Christ shall observe to keep all the commandments and covenants of the church.” 
D&C 98:12-15: “For He will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you and prove you herewith. And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name’s sake, shall find it again, even life eternal……For I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy, for if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me.”
D&C 107:99-100: “Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand. Even so Amen”
The Lord has also indicated that to be called saints it is necessary for members to observe the Word of Wisdom: D&C 89:3: “Given for a principle with promise adapted to the capacity of the weak and the weakest of all Saints, who are or can be called saints” 
Matthew 7:20-21: “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in Heaven.” 
All of these scriptures teach the same principle that to be regarded by the Lord as part of His Church and Kingdom it is essential to be living certain basic commandments. It is not just sufficient to become a member of the church and do nothing with that membership. Of course allowances must be made for those who are growing up in the faith and have not reached maturity. They must be given time and space as they decide for themselves which path they will follow. They will often taste the evil to appreciate the good. (See Moses 6:55)
As the bishop I decided to visit those not attending church in the ward to find out their situation in respect of the church. The result showed the degree of unrighteousness amongst those who were still classified as members of the church and yet had no participation for several years. Some of the less active had been involved in serious transgression in the past that had been left unresolved. I found for example eight couples living together without marriage. Amongst the less active I dealt with the serious sins of child abuse, fornication, adultery, drug taking, theft, alcoholism, and neglect.  

Some members had to be placed on the lost address file at the Area Office because they had moved without any forwarding address. They obviously had insufficient interest in the church to make their whereabouts known. Some asked for their names to be removed from the records because they no longer had a desire to remain a part of the church. In some cases they had requested this previously without any action being taken.  These individuals had not attended for many years and wanted no further contact with the church. Most were never active for more than a few weeks after baptism and had no interest whatsoever. Some even attended other churches on a regular basis.

Again allowance has to be made for the weaknesses and trials of a member’s faith which can result in a temporary loss of activity but this should not be accepted as a permanent status year after year. If less active members desire to retain their membership in the church they should have at least a hope and desire for a return to activity in the future. 
Enduring to the End to Receive the Promised Blessings

Members are required to Endure Faithfully to the end of their mortal lives to receive the promised blessings of the Gospel. 
3 Nephi 15:9: “Behold, I am the law, and the light. Look unto me, and endure to the end, and ye shall live; for unto him that endureth to the end will I give eternal life.”
3 Nephi 27:6: “And whoso taketh upon him my name, and endureth to the end, the same shall be saved at the last day.”

3 Nephi 27:16-19: “And it shall come to pass, that whoso repenteth and is baptized in my name shall be filled; and if he endureth to the end, behold, him will I hold guiltless before my Father at that day when I shall stand to judge the world. And he that endureth not unto the end, the same is he that is also hewn down and cast into the fire, from whence they can no more return, because of the justice of the Father…And no unclean thing can enter into his kingdom; therefore nothing entereth into his rest save it be those who have washed their garments in my blood, because of their faith, and the repentance of all their sins, and their faithfulness unto the end.”
2 Nephi 31:15-16: “And I heard a voice from the Father, saying: ‘Yea, the words of my Beloved are true and faithful. He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved. And now, my beloved brethren, I know by this that unless a man shall endure to the end, in following the example of the Son of the living God, he cannot be saved.” 
D&C 6:13: “If thou wilt do good, yea, and hold out faithful to the end, thou shalt be saved in the Kingdom of God, which is the greatest of all the gifts of God; for there is no gift greater than the gift of salvation.”
D&C 14:7: “And, if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God.” See D&C 18:22
D&C 20:29: “And we know that all men must repent and believe in the name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in His name, and endure in faith on His name to the end, or they cannot be saved in the Kingdom of God” see D&C 18:22; D&C 20:25

D&C 53:7: “And again I would that ye should learn that he only is saved who endureth unto the end.”
To endure is to persist during the continuance of an event or action (mortality)
“The word "endure" comes from the root that means firm, solid, steadfast, lasting, to make hard, hold fast and true”

The Oxford English Dictionary defines endure as to last, continue in existence, persist. More significantly, endure is defined as to persist during the continuance of an event or action; to undergo, bear, sustain continuous pain, opposition, hardship or annoyance; to undergo without succumbing or giving way. Endure also means to suffer or submit without resistance to circumstances. See the study Endure to the End
Either ‘For or Against’ the Lord and His Kingdom
3 Nephi 13:24: “No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”  
John 3:18-21: “For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light”
Moroni 7:10-11: “Wherefore, a man being evil cannot do that which is good; neither will he give a good gift. For a bitter fountain cannot bring forth good water; neither can a good fountain bring forth bitter water; wherefore; a man being a servant of the devil cannot follow Christ; and if he follow Christ he cannot be a servant of the devil.”

Matthew 12:30: “He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.”
1st Nephi 14:10: “And he said unto me: ‘Behold there are save two churches only; The one is the church of the lamb of God, and the other is the Church of the Devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth.”

It can be observed form the above scriptures that the Lord requires His people to take an active role on the side of righteousness. Surely the Lord will be displeased with the fact that those who have apostatized on a permanent basis and live as the world lives are allowed to retain their membership in His Kingdom. The following parable applies to this situation: 
Luke 13:6-9: “He spake also this parable; ‘A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.’”
This parable should be the standard for those who have lost interest and are not willing to participate actively in the Kingdom of God? If the above parable is followed in respect of the less active then action should be taken after several years of continued inactivity and the member challenged for their membership. If the desire is expressed for a return to activity and there is a willingness to learn and repent then Priesthood leaders could extend membership for a further period to allow this to happen. The Saviour declared:

Matthew 3:10: “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.” 
Discerning between the Righteous and the Wicked?

It is important to discern between the righteous and the wicked:
D&C 101:95: “That I may proceed to bring to pass my act, my strange act, and perform my work, my strange work, that men may discern between the righteous and the wicked, saith your God.”
The scriptures speak of the righteous and the wicked. Who are the righteous in the eyes of the Lord? Who does the Lord classify as the wicked? The Lord gave the following answer:
D&C 84:49-53: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. And by this ye may know they are under the bondage of sin, because they come not unto me. For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice and is not of me. And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth under sin and darkness even now.” 
D&C 35:12: “And there are none that doeth good except those who are ready to receive the fullness of my gospel, which I have sent forth unto this generation.”
The Righteous are Born of God through the Holy Ghost
Mosiah 27:25: “And the Lord said unto me: ‘Marvel not that all mankind, yea, men and women, all nations, kindred’s, tongues and people, must be born again; yea, born of God, changed from their carnal and fallen state, to a state of righteousness, being redeemed of God, becoming his sons and daughters.” 
Mosiah 3:19: “For the natural man is an enemy to God…unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the Atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.”

Moroni 8:26: “And the remission of sins bringeth meekness, and lowliness of heart; and because of meekness and lowliness of heart cometh the visitation of the Holy Ghost, which Comforter filleth with hope and perfect love, which love endureth by diligence unto prayer, until the end shall come, when all the saints shall dwell with God.”
Moses 6:61: “Therefore it is given to abide in you; the Record of Heaven; the Comforter; the peaceable things of immortal glory; the truth of all things; that which quickeneth all things, which maketh alive all things; that which knoweth all things, and hath all power according to wisdom, mercy, truth, justice, and judgment.” 
D&C 5:16; “And behold, whosoever believeth on my words, them will I visit with the manifestation of my Spirit; and they shall be born of me, even of water and of the Spirit.”
President Benson stated: “One sure way we can determine whether we are on the straight and narrow path is that we will possess the Spirit of the Lord in our lives. Having the Holy Ghost brings forth certain fruits. The Apostle Paul said that “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, [and] temperance.” (Gal. 5:22–23.) The most important thing in our lives is the Spirit. I have always felt that. We must remain open and sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Ghost in all aspects of our lives.” “Seek the Spirit of the Lord” President Ezra T. Benson Ensign April 1988 
The Lord has stated that He will raise up a people that will serve Him in righteousness:

D&C 100:16-17: “For I will raise up unto myself a pure people that will serve me in righteousness. And all that call upon the name of the Lord, and keep His commandments, shall be saved. Even so Amen
The Lord gives a Definition of the Wicked

According to the following scripture the wicked are those who do not follow the Lord, His servants, partake of the ordinances of the Gospel and actively seek to establish the Lord’s will. They have deviated from the path of truth and righteousness.
D&C 1:14-16: “And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of his servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people; For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine everlasting covenant; They seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own god, whose image is in the likeness of the world, and whose substance is that of an idol, which waxeth old and shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great, which shall fall.” 
The wicked are both the unbelieving and the rebellious
D&C 1:8-9: “....To them is power given to seal both on earth and in Heaven, the unbelieving and the rebellious; yea verily, to seal them up unto the day when the wrath of God shall be poured out upon the wicked without measure.”
The Lord’s anger is kindled against the wicked because they will not keep his Laws

D&C 63:2, 6: “Yea, verily, I say, hear the word of Him whose anger is kindled against the wicked and rebellious…. Wherefore, verily I say, let the wicked take heed, and let the rebellious fear and tremble; and let the unbelieving hold their lips, for the day of wrath shall come upon them as a whirlwind, and all flesh shall know that I am God.”
Who are the Rebellious spoken of in Scripture?
D&C 56:3-4: “Behold, I, the Lord, command; and he that will not obey shall be cut off in mine own due time, after I have commanded and the commandment is broken. Wherefore I, the Lord, command and revoke, as it seemeth me good; and all this to be answered upon the heads of the rebellious, saith the Lord.” 
D&C 56:14-15: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto my people--you have many things to do and to repent of; for behold, your sins have come up unto me, and are not pardoned, because you seek to counsel in your own ways. And your hearts are not satisfied, and ye obey not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

The rebellious are members who profess the name of Christ but who are not keeping their covenants and acting in accordance with the truth:
 Helaman 8:25: “But behold ye have rejected the truth and rebelled against your Holy God; and even at this time ........ye are heaping up for yourselves wrath against the Day of Judgment.” 
The Lord has given a warning to the rebellious:

D&C 1:3: “And the rebellious shall be pierced with much sorrow; for their iniquities shall be spoken upon the housetops, and their secret acts shall be revealed.”
D&C 41:5-6: “He that receiveth my Law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you. For it is not meet that the things which belong to the children of the kingdom should be given to them that are not worthy, or to dogs, or the pearls to be cast before swine.”
D&C 52:6: “And inasmuch as they are not faithful, they shall be cut off, even as I will, as seemeth me good.”
D&C 56:1: “Hearken, o ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations.” 
D&C 64:35-36: “And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall not inherit the land. For verily I say that the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be cut off” 

D&C 75:29: “Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the church, except he repent and mend his ways.” 
Matthew 13:47-48: “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.”
Revelations 3:15-16: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”
Ezekiel prophesied concerning the rebellious:
Ezekiel 20:33-34, 37-38: “As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: and I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm and with fury poured out…And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me… and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.” 
Eventually there will be an entire separation of the Righteous and the Wicked:

D&C 63:54: “And until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked…”     (See also D&C 86:7; 101:64-67; 38:11-12) See the study The Separation of the Righteous and Wicked
Understanding what it means to be a Saint in the Church
Definition of a Saint

“A saint is one who follows Christ in holiness and devotion with a view fixed on eternal life.”…… What we do is to strive with faith and devotion onward toward perfection in order to obtain eternal life. Wm. Grant Bangerter April 1987 General Conference
“The word saint in Greek denotes “set apart, separate, [and] holy.” If we are to be Saints in our day, we need to separate ourselves from evil conduct and destructive pursuits that are prevalent in the world.…. Separation from the evils of the world needs to be accompanied by holiness. A Saint loves the Savior and follows Him in holiness and devotion. Evidence of this kind of holiness and devotion is exemplified by consecration and sacrifice.”

“Saints who respond to the Savior’s message will not be led astray by distracting and destructive pursuits and will be prepared to make appropriate sacrifices. The importance of sacrifice to those who want to be Saints is exemplified by the atoning sacrifice of the Savior, which is at the center of the gospel.” Are You a Saint? Quentin L. Cook Oct 2003 General conference

Dictionary: The English word "saint" comes from the Latin "sanctus". The word translated in Greek is "ἅγιος" (hagios), which means "holy". 

 “A saint is a person who is recognized as having an exceptional degree of holiness or likeness or closeness to God.”

“A dedicated member of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.”

King Benjamin said: “And now, because of the covenant which ye have made ye shall be called the children of Christ, his sons, and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your hearts are changed through faith on his name; therefore, ye are born of him and have become his sons and his daughters” (Mosiah 5:7).
The Use of ‘Saint’ and ‘My People’ in the Scriptures

Doctrine and Covenants

The scriptures use the phrases ‘My Saints’ ‘His Saints’ ‘My People’ ‘The People of the Lord’ interchangeably. Examples follow:
D&C 1:36: And also the Lord shall have power over His Saints, and shall reign in their midst, and shall come down in judgment upon Idumea, or the world.”
D&C 42:8-9 “Ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be My People and I will be your God” 
D&C 57:1: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the Saints.”
D&C 61:17: “And, as I, the Lord, in the beginning cursed the land, even so in the last days have I blessed it, in its time, for the use of My Saints, that they may partake the fatness thereof.”
D&C 63:32-36: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints also shall hardly escape nevertheless, I, the Lord, am with them, and will come down in heaven from the presence of my Father and consume the wicked with unquenchable fire. And behold, this is not yet, but by and by. Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that My Saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion.” 
D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for the Restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and for the Gathering of His Saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem” See also D&C 88:84, 88:94; 88:107; 88:114.
D&C 89:3: “Given for a principle with promise, adapted to the capacity of the weak and the weakest of all saints, who are or can be called saints.”

D&C 101:20: “And, behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of My Saints.” 
D&C 101:69-70: “And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of My Saints.”
D&C 104:15: “And it is my purpose to provide for My Saints, for all things are mine.”

D&C 105:1-3: “Verily I say unto you who have assembled yourselves together that you may learn my will concerning the redemption of mine afflicted people—Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now. But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them.”

D&C 105:15: “Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the gathering together of My Saints.” 
D&C 105:23: “And let all My People who dwell in the regions round about be very faithful, and prayerful, and humble before me…..”
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that My Saints should possess them according to the laws of consecration which I have given.”

D&C 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of, and where shall be the safety of My People, and refuge for those who shall be left of them.” 
D&C 124:143: “The above offices I have given unto you, and the keys thereof, for helps and for governments, for the work of the ministry and the Perfecting of my Saints.”

D&C 133:4: “Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye O My People; sanctify yourselves; gather ye together, O ye People of My Church, upon the Land of Zion.”

Book of Mormon

1 Nephi 14; 12, 14: “I beheld that the church of the Lamb, who were the saints of God, were also upon all the face of the earth; and their dominions upon the face of the earth were small, because of the wickedness of the great whore whom I saw.…….And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.”

1 Nephi 15:28: “And I said unto them that it was an awful gulf, which separated the wicked from the tree of life, and also from the saints of God.”

2 Nephi 9:18-19: “But, behold, the righteous, the Saints of the Holy One of Israel, they who have believed in the Holy One of Israel, they who have endured the crosses of the world, and despised the shame of it, they shall inherit the kingdom of God, which was prepared for them from the foundation of the world, and their joy shall be full forever. O the greatness of the mercy of our God, the Holy One of Israel! For he delivereth His Saints from that awful monster the devil, and death, and hell, and that lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment.”

Enos 1:3: “Behold, I went to hunt beasts in the forests; and the words which I had often heard my father speak concerning eternal life, and the joy of the saints, sunk deep into my heart.”

Mosiah 3:19: “For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.

3 Nephi 21:24: “And then shall they assist My People that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.”
New Testament
Romans 1:7: “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (See 1 Cor:1:2)
Ephesians 2:19: “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.”

Ephesians 4:12-13: “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 3:13: “To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His Saints.”

2 Thessalonians 1:10: “When He shall come to be glorified in His Saints, and to be admired in all them that believe.”

Revelations 15:3: “And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints.”
Old Testament

Psalms 50:2-5: “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge His People. Gather my Saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”

Psalms 89:7: “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.”

Daniel 7:18, 22: “But the Saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever….Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the Saints of the Most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”
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Doctrine and Covenants: 
D&C 1:3; 1:8-9; 1:14-16; 1:36; 5:16; 6:13; 10:67-68; 14:7; 20:29; 20:69; 20:75; 35:12; 38:42; 41:5; 42:8-9; 42:78; 52:14-19; 53:7; 56:1; 56:3-4; 56:14-15; 57:1; 58:15; 59:9; 60:8; 60:13-14; 61:17; 61:30-33; 62:5; 63:2, 6; 63:32-36; 63:54; 64:35-36; 68:1; 76:29; 82:5; 84:2; 84:49-53; 84:114-115; 89:3; 98:9; 100:16-17; 101:20; 101:69-70; 101:95; 103:17-18; 104:15; 105:1-3; 105:15; 105:23; 105:29; 112:25; 124:10; 124:143; 133:4-5, 7, 9, 12, 14.
Book of Mormon:
1 Nephi 14:10,12-14;  15:28; 2 Nephi 9:18-19; Enos:1-3; Mosiah 3:19; 27:25; 5:7; Helaman 8:25; 3 Nephi 13:24; 15:9; 18:11-14; 21:24; 27:6; 27:16-19; 3 Nephi 31:15-16;; Moroni 8:26 

New Testament: 
Matthew 3:10; 7:20-21; 12:30; Luke 13; 6-9; John 3:18-21; 6:54-56; 15:4-6; Romans 1:7;  Ephesians 2:19;  4:12-13; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 2 Thessalonians 1:10; Revelations 15:3.
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Psalms 50:2-5; Psalms 89:7; Daniel 7:18, 22; Ezekiel 20:33-34, 37-38
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