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The Test of Membership in the Church
Should the Less Active in Serious Transgression Remain Members
This scriptural study was made whilst serving as Bishop (year 2003) to assist in knowing what was will of God in respect of those in transgression in the church. The guidance of the Holy Spirit is the most essential factor in all deliberations. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is the Kingdom of God upon the earth. As with all kingdoms there is a Law which needs to be obeyed by its citizens to be justified as a bona fide member of that Kingdom. The Law of the Kingdom of God is the Law of Christ (D&C 88:21-22) which will bring peace in this life and Eternal Life in the world to come. The Law of Christ is laid out in the scriptures so that all members of the Kingdom know what is expected.

The Scriptures teach consistently that order should be maintained in the church. The same laws apply to all whether an individual attends church or not.  Members of the church are responsible to prove themselves worthy of the Kingdom of God by observance of at least the basic commandments. The Lord has made known who He regards as His Church: 
D&C 10:67-68: “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me; therefore he is not of my church.” 

Repentance and the observance of the ordinances of the Gospel which bring a person unto Christ are essential to be a worthy member of the church. The scriptures teach plainly how an individual can repent of serious transgression. This will always involve confessing and forsaking the sin. Members of the Church are required to forgive others of their demeanours against them. The need for repentance and the consequence of sin are clearly taught in the Word of God. Members are exhorted not to delay their repentance but to apply the Atoning Sacrifice of Christ to receive the mercy of God.

Those who refuse to repent of serious transgression are to have church disciplinary action applied. Leaders of the church who will not apply church discipline are not justified before God and will be held accountable. When serious transgression is involved justice demands that action is taken by church leadership. This can be alleviated through receiving mercy which can be obtained through an individual’s repentance and the Atonement of Jesus Christ.

Church discipline is flexible according to the seriousness and repetitiveness of the transgression. The maturity of the individual and other mitigating circumstances need to be taken into account. Informal probation, probation, disfellowshipment, and excommunication are all options in church discipline in the church today. (2003) 
When the Priesthood operate The Lord’s Kingdom according to His direction in the scriptures they find as Alma that the Kingdom has a better opportunity of prospering: 
Mosiah 26:37: “And it came to pass that Alma did regulate all the affairs of the church; and they began again to have peace and to prosper exceedingly in the affairs of the church, walking circumspectly before God, receiving many, and baptizing many” (See Mosiah 26:14-37)
In a Revelation on the Priesthood given to President John Taylor on the13th Oct 1882 The Lord said amongst other things the following concerning church discipline:

“And let the Presidents of Stakes also purify themselves, and the Priesthood and people of the stakes over which they preside and organize the Priesthood in their various stakes according to my law……… and then, let them inquire into the standing and fellowship of all that hold my Holy Priesthood in their several stakes; and if they find those that are unworthy let them remove them, except they repent; for my priesthood whom I have called and whom I have sustained and honoured, shall honour me and obey my laws, and the laws of my Holy Priesthood, or they shall not be considered worthy to hold My Priesthood, saith the Lord….” See “My Kingdom shall Roll Forth” page 50-51
The Church is the Kingdom of God upon the Earth
Scriptures

D&C 25:1: “Verily I say unto you, all those who receive my gospel are sons and daughters in my Kingdom.” 

D&C 29:5: “Lift up your hearts and be glad, for I am in your midst, and am your advocate with the Father; and it is His good will to give you the Kingdom.”
D&C 35:27: “Fear not little flock, the Kingdom is yours, until I come….”
D&C 38:9: “Behold the Kingdom is yours, and the enemy shall not overcome.” 

D&C 42:69: “Lift up your hearts and rejoice, for unto you the Kingdom or in other words, the keys of the church have been given.” 
D&C 45:1: “Hearken O ye people of my church, to whom the Kingdom has been given.”
D&C 50:35: “And the Kingdom is given you of the Father, and power to overcome all things which are not ordained of Him.” 
D&C 61:37: “And inasmuch as you have humbled yourselves before me, the blessings of the Kingdom are yours.” 

D&C 62:9: “Behold the Kingdom is yours and I am with the faithful always.”
D&C 64:4: “And I will be merciful unto you for I have given unto you the Kingdom.”
D&C 65:6: “Wherefore, may the Kingdom of God go forth, that the Kingdom of Heaven may come, that thou, O God, mayest be glorified in heaven so on earth, that thine enemies may be subdued; for thine is the honor, power and glory, forever and ever.”
D&C 78:18: “Nevertheless be of good cheer, for I will lead you along. The Kingdom is yours, and the blessings thereof are yours, and the riches of eternity are yours.” 

D&C 82:23-24: “Peace be with you my blessings continue with you. For even yet the Kingdom is yours, and shall be forever, if you fall not from your steadfastness.”
D&C 99:3: “And who receiveth you as a little child, receiveth my Kingdom; and blessed are they, for they shall obtain mercy.”
President Hinckley declared: 
“This church, I submit, is far more than a social organisation where we gather together to enjoy one another’s company. It is more than Sunday school and Relief Society and Priesthood Meeting. It is more than Sacrament meeting, more even than Temple Service. It is the Kingdom of God in the earth. It behoves us to act in a manner befitting membership in that Kingdom.” President Gordon B. Hinckley Oct 2003 General Conference Nov Ensign page 84

To be Justified the Saints need to Obey the Law of Christ

D&C 88:36, 38-39: “All kingdoms have law given….and unto every kingdom is given a law; and unto every law there are certain bounds ands conditions. All beings who abide not in those conditions are not justified.” 
D&C 82:4: “….Inasmuch as ye keep not my sayings, which I give unto you, ye become transgressors; and justice and judgment are the penalty affixed unto my law.”
D&C 42:2: “Again I say unto you, hearken and hear and obey the Law which I shall give unto you.” 
D&C 42:66: “Ye shall observe the Laws which ye have received and be faithful.”
D&C 51:1-2: “….it must needs be that he receive directions how to organize this people. For it must needs be that they be organized according to my laws; if otherwise, they will be cut off.”
D&C 132:12: “I am the Lord thy God; and I give unto you this commandment-that no man shall come unto the Father but by me or by my Word, which is my Law, saith the Lord.”
Alma 42:17: “…How could there be a Law save there was a punishment.”
Alma 42:22, 24: “But there is a Law given and a punishment affixed, and a repentance granted; which repentance, mercy claimeth; otherwise justice claimeth the creature and executeth the law, and the law inflicteth the punishment; if not so, the works of justice would be destroyed, and God would cease to be God…..for behold, justice exerciseth all his demands, and also mercy claimeth all which is her own; and thus none but the truly penitent are saved.” 

3 Nephi 15:9-10: “Behold I am the Law, and the light. Look unto me and endure to the end, and ye shall live…. Behold, I have given unto you the commandments; therefore keep my commandments. And this is the Law and the Prophets, for they truly testified of me.”
When members break a commandment they are not justified until they repent and put their life in order. The scriptures teach that to keep the Spirit church members need to strive to live the commandments and ordinances of the Gospel. To be acceptable before God there is a need to be meek, lowly of heart and of a contrite (repentant) spirit. 
Justice and mercy work hand in hand. When they keep the Law of God members are justified. When they break the law justice demands that a penalty affixed to the Law is paid. Through repentance the penalty is paid through the mercy of the Saviors Atonement.

The Lord has commanded that His church should be kept clean by applying church discipline for those guilty of serious transgression. Leaders offend God if serious transgression is overlooked. (See D&C 64:12-13)

The Saints are Blessed by Obedience to the Law of God
See the study Obedience to the Commandments and Ordinances of God for many additional scriptures on this topic.

D&C 5:22: “And that you be firm in keeping the commandments wherewith I have commanded you; and if you do this, behold I grant unto you Eternal Life, even if you should be slain.” 
D&C 63:23: “But unto him that keepeth my commandments I will give the mysteries of my Kingdom, and the same shall be in him a well of living water, springing up unto Everlasting Life.”

D&C 124:55: “….that you may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life.”
D&C 130:20-21: “There is a law irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundation of this world upon which all blessings are predicated; and when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated.”
D&C 132:5: “For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for that blessing and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the earth.” 

D&C 88:34: “And again, verily I say unto you that which is governed by law is also preserved by law and perfected and sanctified by the same.”
D&C 82:10: “I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise.
Those who Disobey the Law of Christ cannot be Sanctified
D&C 88:21-22: “And they who are not sanctified through the Law which I have given unto you, even the Law of Christ, must inherit another Kingdom…for he who is not able to abide the Law of a Celestial Kingdom cannot abide a Celestial Glory.”
D&C 88:35: “That which breaketh a law and abideth not by law, but seeketh to become a law unto itself, and willeth to abide in sin, and altogether abideth in sin, cannot be sanctified by law, neither by mercy, justice, nor judgment. Therefore, they must remain filthy still.” 
D&C 132:25 “Broad is the gate, and wide the way that leadeth to the deaths; and many there are that go in thereat because they receive me not, neither do they abide in my Law.”
When the Law of God has been disobeyed the Justice of God demands a punishment (See D&C 82:4; 107:84; 88:38-39; Alma 42:22; Mosiah 26:29)
Justice can be satisfied on conditions of repentance through the Atonement and the Mercy of God. (See Alma 32:13; Alma 42:15, 23, 25; D&C 61:2) 
The Word of Christ is the Law by which the Church is to be Governed
D&C 41:2-5: “I give unto you a commandment that ye shall assemble yourselves together to agree upon my Word; and by the prayer of faith ye shall receive my Law, that ye may know how to govern my church, and have all things right before me…   and ye shall see that my Law is kept. He that receiveth my Law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you.”
D&C 43:8-11: “And now behold, I give unto you a commandment, that when ye are assembled together ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act and direct my church, how to act upon the points of my Law and Commandments, which I have given. And thus ye shall become instructed in the Law of my Church, and be sanctified by that which ye have received……. that inasmuch as ye do this, glory shall be added to the Kingdom which ye have received. Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be taken even that which ye have received.” 

D&C 58:23: “Behold the Laws which ye have received from my hand are the Laws of the church, and in this light ye shall hold them forth, Behold here is wisdom.”
D&C 132:12: “No man shall come unto the Father, but by me or by my Word, which is my Law, saith the Lord.”
The Law of Christ is Found in the Scriptures

D&C 1:6: “ ...And my preface unto the Book of my Commandments which I have given them to publish unto you, O inhabitants of the earth.”

D&C 20:69: “...That there may be works and faith agreeable to the Holy Scriptures…”

D&C 20:80: “Any member of the church transgressing or being overtaken in a fault shall be dealt with as the scriptures direct.”
D&C 42:28 “Thou knowest my Laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures. He that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out.”

D&C 42:59-60: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a Law to be my Law to govern my church; and he that doeth according to these things shall be saved, and he that doeth them not shall be damned if he so continue.

D&C 64:12 “And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not ye shall bring before the church and do with him as the scripture saith unto you….”

Rely upon the things Written in the Scriptures
D&C 18:3-5, 30: “And if you know that they (things that are written) are true, behold, I give unto you a commandment that you rely upon the things which are written; for in them are all things written concerning the foundation of my church, my gospel, and my rock. Wherefore if you shall build up my church, upon the foundation of my gospel and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you………… and you have that which is written before you; wherefore, you must perform it according to the words which are written”

D&C 32:4:“And they shall give heed to that which is written and pretend to no other revelation; and they shall pray always that I may unfold the same to their understanding” 

The Apostle advised Timothy to study the scriptures to be wise unto salvation.
2 Timothy 3:15-17: “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 
Elder Harold B Lee stated: “We accept the ancient and modern scriptures as the word of God. They are unerring guides. But some teach doctrines contrary to the scriptures. Under those circumstances it is well to remember what President Joseph Fielding Smith said, ‘if I ever say anything contrary to the scriptures the scriptures prevail.’ It is so with everyone.” 
Elder Mark E. Petersen in the introduction to his book ‘Adam who is he’ recorded the following
 “It makes no difference what is written or what anyone has said if it is in conflict with what the Lord has revealed, we can set it aside. My words, and the teachings of any other member of the church, high or low, if they do not square with the revelations we need not accept them. Let us have this matter clear. We have accepted the four standard works as the measuring yardsticks, or balances, by which we measure every man’s doctrine.” Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation 3:203.
Scriptures Teach there should be No Iniquity in the Church

Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 20:54: “The teacher’s duty is to watch over the church always, and be with and strengthen them; and see that there is no iniquity in the church.”
D&C 20:80: “Any member of the church transgressing or being overtaken in a fault shall be dealt with as the scriptures direct.” 
D&C 41:5-6: “He that receiveth my Law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you.  For it is not meet that the things which belong to the children of the kingdom should be given to them that are not worthy, or to dogs, or the pearls to be cast before swine.” (3 Nephi 7:8) (2 Peter 2:21-22)
D&C 42:28: “Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures. He that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out.” 
D&C 42:37: “And it shall come to pass, that he that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out of the church…” (See v 20-28 examples when sinners ‘shall be cast out’)
D&C 42:78: “And again, every person who belongeth to this church of Christ shall observe to keep all the commandments and covenants of the church.”
D&C 42:87: “And if he or she do any manner of iniquity, he or she shall be delivered up unto the law, even that of God.”
D&C 43:11: “Purge out ye the iniquity which is among you; sanctify yourselves before me.”
D&C 50:4, 6, 8-9: “Behold, I, the Lord, have looked upon you, and have seen abominations in the church that profess my name. But blessed are they who are faithful and endure…..  but wo unto them that are deceivers and hypocrites, for thus saith the Lord, I will bring them to judgment..... but the hypocrites shall be detected and shall be cut off, either in life or in death, even as I will; and wo unto them who are cut off from my church, for the same are overcome of the world. Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me.”
D&C 51:4: “….Until he transgresses and is not accounted worthy by the voice of the church, according to the laws and covenants of the church, to belong to the church.”  

D&C 52:6: “And inasmuch as they are not faithful, they shall be cut off, even as I will, as seemeth me good.”
D&C 63:63: “Wherefore, let the church repent of their sins, and I, the Lord, will own them; otherwise they shall be cut off.” 

D&C 64:12: “And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not ye shall bring before the church and do with him as the scripture saith unto you….”
D&C 64:36: “….that the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be plucked out.”
D&C 75:29: “Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the church, except he repent and mend his ways.” (See D&C 107:99-100)
D&C 97:7 “The ax is laid at the root of the trees; and every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit shall be hewn down and cast into the fire. I, the Lord, have spoken it.”

Book of Mormon

The Lord is the ‘same, yesterday and forever’ we should therefore expect that the same doctrine would be given in Book of Mormon and New Testament times. 

D&C 3:2: “Neither doth He vary from that which He hath said, therefore His paths are straight, and His course one eternal round.” 
Mosiah 26:32, 35-37: “Now I say unto you go; and whosoever will not repent of his sins the same shall not be numbered among my people; and this shall be observed from this time forward.  And whosoever repented of their sins and did confess them, them he did number among the people of the church; and those that would not confess their sins and repent of their iniquity, the same were not numbered among the people of the church, and their names were blotted out.  And it came to pass that Alma did regulate all the affairs of the church; and they began again to have peace and to prosper exceedingly in the affairs of the church, walking circumspectly before God, receiving many, and baptizing many.”
Alma 1:24: “For the hearts of many were hardened, and their names were blotted out that they were remembered no more among the people of God. And also many withdrew themselves from among them.”
Alma 5:57-58: “And now I say unto you, all you that are desirous to follow the voice of the Good Shepherd, come ye out from the wicked, and be ye separate, and touch not their unclean things; and behold, their names shall be blotted out, that the names of the wicked shall not be numbered among the names of the righteous, that the word of God may be fulfilled, which saith: ‘The names of the wicked shall not be mingled with names of my people; For the names of the righteous shall be written in the Book of Life, and unto them will I grant an inheritance at my right hand.’  And now, my brethren, what have ye to say against this?  I say unto you, if ye speak against it, it matters not, for the word of God must be fulfilled.”
Alma 6:3: “And it also came to pass that whosoever did belong to the church that did not repent of their wickedness and humble themselves before God, I mean those who were lifted up in the pride of their hearts, the same were rejected, and their names were blotted out, that their names were not numbered among those of the righteous.”
3rd Nephi 18:31: “But if he repent not he shall not be numbered among my people, that he may not destroy my people, for behold I know my sheep, and they are numbered.”   
Moroni 6:7: “And they were strict to observe that there should be no iniquity among them; and whoso was found to commit iniquity, and three witnesses of the church did condemn them before the elders, and if they repented not, and confessed not, their names were blotted out, and they were not numbered among the people of Christ.”
Moroni 7:39: “But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have faith in Christ because of your meekness; for it ye have not faith in Him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of His church.”

New Testament

Matthew 3:10: “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.” (see  Matthew 7:17-20, Helaman 14:18-19)
Matthew 13:47-48: “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.”

Luke 13:6-9: “He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.”

John 15:2: “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”
2nd Peter 2:20-22:  “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them then the beginning.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, the dog is turned to his vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.”
2nd Thessalonians 3:6: “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.”
Revelations 3:15-16: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”

Leaders should Apply the Law of God to be Justified
Leaders of the church should apply the Law of God in the scriptures to keep the Church clean from serious transgression or they are not justified
D&C 64:12-14: “And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not, ye shall bring before the church, and do with him as the scripture saith unto you, either by commandment or by revelation.  And this ye shall do that God may be glorified, not because ye forgive not, having not compassion, but that ye many be justified in the eyes of the Law, that ye may not offend Him who is your Lawgiver.  Verily I say, for this cause ye shall do these things.”
D&C 63:19: “And now behold, I, the Lord, say unto you that ye are not justified, because these things are among you.” (See v14 adulterers and adulteresses)

D&C 41:3: “Ye shall receive my Law, that ye may know how to govern my church and have all things right before me.”
D&C: 43:8-11: “And now behold, I give unto you a commandment, that when ye are assembled together ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act and direct my church, how to act upon the points of my Law and Commandments, which I have given. And thus ye shall become instructed in the Law of my Church, and be sanctified by that which ye have received……. that inasmuch as ye do this, glory shall be added to the Kingdom which ye have received. Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be taken even that which ye have received. Purge ye out the iniquity which is among you; sanctify yourselves before me.”
D&C 107:72: “And also to be a judge in Israel to do the business of the church, to sit in judgment upon transgressors upon testimony as it shall be laid before him according to the laws, by the assistance of his counsellors.” 

D&C 42:52: “…..Inasmuch as they break not my laws thou shalt bear their infirmities.”

The church is as strong as its weakest link. If leaders knowingly allow serious transgression to go unresolved this weakens the Church as a whole.
Statements by Leaders on the Need to take Disciplinary Action
Elder Dallin H. Oaks writing in the October 1995 Ensign declared: 
“In their 14 November 1991 letter concerning the importance of the law of chastity, the First Presidency declared: 

‘Sexual relations are proper only between husband and wife appropriately expressed within the bonds of marriage. Any other sexual contact, including fornication, adultery, and homosexual and lesbian behavior, is sinful.’

Elder Oaks continued:  “Consistent with that direction, Church officers are responsible to call transgressors to repentance……. Persons cannot continue to engage in serious sin and remain members of the Church. And discipline can be given for encouraging sin by others. There is no Church discipline for improper thoughts or feelings (though there is encouragement to improve them), but there are consequences for behavior. 
In the same sermon in which he taught that men should not be “cast out,” the Savior commanded his servants that “ye shall not suffer any one knowingly to partake of my flesh and blood unworthily … ; therefore if ye know that a man is unworthy … ye shall forbid him” (3 Nephi. 18:28-29). The Savior also commanded, “But if he repent not he shall not be numbered among my people, that he may not destroy my people” (3 Nephi 18:31; see also Mosiah 26:36; Alma 5:56-61). Consequently, if transgressors do not respond to calls to repentance, the shepherds of the Church flock must take disciplinary action in fulfillment of their God-given responsibilities.”
President John Taylor on 13th Oct 1882 page 50 “My Kingdom shall roll Forth”.
Revelation to President John Taylor: “And let the Presidents of Stakes also purify themselves and the priesthood and people of the stakes over which they preside and organize the priesthood in their various stakes according to My Law…..and let them inquire into the standing and fellowship of all that hold My Holy Priesthood in their several stakes and if they find those that are unworthy let them remove them, except they repent; for My Priesthood, whom I have called and whom I have sustained and honoured, shall honour me and obey my laws, and the laws of My Holy Priesthood, or they shall not be considered worthy to hold My Priesthood saith the Lord.”

Note the following forthright comments of President John Taylor on the need for leaders to take the appropriate action. These comments could apply to those leaders who fail to apply the necessary justice for serious transgression in the church today: 
“I heard the other day from one of our speakers that there were Elders, High Priests, and Seventies who got drunk. What are the Bishops doing? What are the Presidents of Stakes doing? Why do you not bring them up and cut them off from the church-any such Elder, any such High Priest, or any such Seventy, or any of the saints who may be found guilty of such thing? For they are hypocrites and want dealing with and severing from the church. Furthermore, I have heard of some bishops who have been seeking to cover up the iniquities of men; I tell them, in the name of God, they will have to bear them themselves, and meet that judgment; and I tell you that any man who tampers with iniquity, he will have to bear that iniquity, and if any of you want to partake of the sins of men or uphold them, you will have to bear them.

Do you hear it, you Bishops, and you Presidents? God will require it at your hands. You are not placed in position to tamper with the principles of righteousness, nor to cover up the infamies and corruptions of men. Now do not say you did not know anything about it; I have given you fair warning, and I clear my skirts of your blood; and their infamies will cleave to you unless you attend to it.

God expects us to do right; he has given unto us the priesthood for that purpose, and he requires us to magnify it and honor it and carry it out. And it is the place of those men, and the place of the teachers to see that there is no iniquity in the church; and if they do not do their duty, it then becomes the duty of the Bishops to see to it; and if the Bishops do not se to it, it is the place of the Presidents of Stakes to see to it; and if they do not see to it, and it comes to our ears, it will then become our duty to see to it, and also to see to them who do not magnify their calling.” John Taylor General Conference 7 April 1880 in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City

President Joseph F. Smith Oct 1908 General Conference
“We are not here to execute judgment or to impose punishments upon our fellow-man except the punishment of withdrawing from those who are unworthy of our fellowship in the Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints. We find it necessary, sometimes to withdraw fellowship from those who have turned away from the truth, from the love of God and the cause of Zion; that they might not be regarded as having membership and standing with us. 
It is an injury to the cause of Zion for any community, organization, ward, stake, or branch of the church to permit men or women to retain their membership in that ward, stake, or branch , when it is known that their practices and habits are vicious and that their manner of life and unbelief are calculated to sow the seeds of apostacy, corruption and evil in the midst of the people where they dwell. It is right and proper that the line of separation should be drawn distinctly between them and the latter-Day Saints. Withdraw fellowship from them; cut them loose, let them go to the world, and let the people of the church understand that they are not held in fellowship and that their conduct is not countenanced by the authorities of the church.”
President N. Eldon Tanner of the First Presidency used these words of President Taylor in a conference talk. He stated: “Now, regarding the transgressor: Every mission president, stake president, and bishop is directed and instructed how to investigate and handle all cases of transgression. A person who is guilty of a serious transgression cannot progress, and he is not happy while the guilt is upon him. Until he has confessed and repented he is in bondage. The transgressor who is dealt with as he should be, with love and with proper discipline, will later express his appreciation for your concern, your interest, and your leadership. As he is properly dealt with, he is in a position to repent and come back to full activity. But he must be dealt with.
Be aware of those who are not active in the Church, and if you feel that something is wrong or that someone is guilty of transgression, it is your responsibility to go to him with love and find out about it. He will appreciate it, and by moving promptly you may be able to prevent further transgression. Save the person who is having a problem and bring him back into the fold.

It has been reported to me that some bishops and even stake presidents have said that they never have excommunicated or disciplined anyone and that they do not intend to. This attitude is entirely wrong. Judges in Israel have the responsibility to sit in righteous judgment where it becomes necessary. Let me read from the twentieth section of the Doctrine and Covenants an important reminder to those who have the responsibility of judging: “Any member of the Church of Christ transgressing, or being overtaken in a fault, shall be dealt with as the scriptures direct.” (D&C 20:80) Brethren, study the scriptures and the handbook and do as they direct and discipline the members of the Church when necessary. Remember that it is no kindness to a transgressor for his local authority to ignore or overlook or try to cover up his iniquity…………….
We must live in the world but we must not become a part of it. We are different from the world. We cannot accept their modes or standards of living. We have had revealed to us the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which sets out clearly what our standards should be. We have had the priesthood restored and conferred upon us. We must be exemplary in every respect. There are many scriptures in the Doctrine and Covenants that tell us how to handle the transgressor and what our responsibilities as priesthood holders are. This one especially I call to your attention:

“Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand.” D&C 107:99-100
In the scriptures it is abundantly clear that the cases which are to be handled by the Church include, but are not limited to, fornication, adultery, homosexual acts, abortion, or other infractions of the moral code; criminal acts involving moral turpitude such as burglary, dishonesty, theft, murder, apostasy; open opposition to and deliberate disobedience to the rules and regulations of the Church; cruelty to spouse or children; advocating or practicing so-called plural marriage; or any unchristianlike conduct in violation of the law and order of the Church.

If you leaders do as the Lord admonishes, he will bless you, strengthen you, and direct you, and you will find great joy in his service. It is most important, however, that when a person is disfellowshiped or excommunicated you show great love and concern and put forth every effort to help him clear up his life and return to full fellowship in the Church.

We read in the Doctrine and Covenants: “Behold, he who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, the Lord, remember them no more. By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his sins-behold, he will confess them and forsake them.” D&C 58:42-43 End of Quote from President Tanner
President Tanner also quoted a statement from President George Q. Cannon who was a counselor in the First Presidency to Four Presidents. A more complete text of his remarks follows: 
President George Q. Cannon: “The Spirit of God would undoubtedly be so grieved that it would forsake not only those who are guilty of these acts, but it would withdraw itself from those who would suffer them to be done in our midst unchecked and unrebuked. And from the President of the church down, throughout the entire ranks of the priesthood, there would be a loss of the Spirit of God, a withdrawal of His gifts and blessings and His power, because of their not taking the proper measures to check and to expose their iniquity.” J.D 26:139
Letter from the First Presidency to Stake Leaders in 1877 (1985 Gospel Doctrine manual chapter 6)
“Many persons have claimed fellowship in the church who have not lived according to the requirements of the gospel; but this should no longer be permitted. The laws of the Lord must be more strictly enforced, and such persons must repent and bring forth the fruits of righteousness in their lives or be severed from the church. 
If persons professing to be members of the church be guilty of lying, drunkenness, Sabbath breaking, profanity, defrauding or backbiting their neighbours, or any other kind of wickedness or unrighteous dealing, they should be visited by the teachers of the ward in which they reside, and their wrongs pointed out to them in the spirit of meekness and brotherly kindness, and they be exhorted to repent. 
If they persist in their wrong-doing, then their cases should be brought before the Bishop and his counselors, and they should be cited to appear to answer the charges made against them. If upon proper and sufficient testimony it should appear that they have been guilty of acts which are in violation of the Law of God, and they will not repent, then they should be expelled from the church, and their names be no longer numbered among the saints.
If teachers, priests, and Bishops, or other officers, suffer iniquity to exist in the church, in districts where they preside, without taking action against it, they become partakers of other men’s sins and they unworthy of their positions. If an officer of the church will not perform his duty faithfully he should be removed and another appointed in his stead.”
President James E. Faust has counselled:  
“If we are to further strengthen the inner person, the inner person must first be purged and cleansed from transgression. Companionship with evil causes our whole being to die spiritually. The spiritual tap in our lives will not turn on until all transgressions; particularly those involving moral turpitude are purged. I refer not only to sexual sins, but also to all forms of wrongdoing including lying, cheating, stealing, inflicting injury upon others.” Ensign Feb 2003 First Presidency message 

Further Quotes and Scriptures on Serious Transgression

Matt 15:19-20: “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.” 

What the scriptures teach concerning the necessity to be Chaste

Alma 39: 4-5, 7-9: “Yea she did steal away the hearts of many; but this was no excuse for thee my son….Know you not. My son that these things are an abomination in the sight of the Lord; yea, most abominable above all sins save it be the shedding of innocent blood or denying the Holy Ghost… and my son, I would to God that ye had not been guilty of so great a crime. I would not dwell upon your crimes, to harrow up your soul, if it were not for your good. But behold, ye cannot hide your crimes from God; and except ye repent they will stand as a testimony against you at the last day. Now my son, I would that ye should repent and forsake your sins, and go no more after the lusts of your eyes, but cross yourself in all these things; for except ye do this ye can nowise inherit the Kingdom of God” 
3 Nephi 12:27-30: “Behold it is written by them of old time, that thou shalt not commit adultery; but I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman, to lust after her, hath committed adultery already in the heart. Behold, I give unto a commandment, that ye suffer none of these things to enter into your heart. For it is better that ye should deny yourselves of these things, wherein ye will take up your cross, than that ye should be cast into hell.” 
Paul the Apostle spoke of the need to maintain high standards to remain part of the Kingdom of God.
Galatians’ 5:19-22: “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: - Adultery, fornication, uncleanness (of mind or body), lasciviousness (lustful, or wrongful sexual desire), idolatry, (false worship), witchcraft, hatred, variance (differs from the accepted standard), emulations, (seeking to impress without humility), wrath (anger), strife, (contention), heresies, (false theories or doctrine), envyings, (jealousies), murders, drunkenness, revellings, (noisy merrymaking, wildness, rioting), and such like; of the which I tell you before, as I have told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God.” 

1 Corinthians 6:9: “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the Kingdom of God. But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance……”

Ephesians 5:3, 5-7: “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness , let it not be once named among you, as becometh Saints….for this you know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ, and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words, for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them.”
Quotes from Leaders of the Church on Sexual Immorality

See the study No Adultery, Be Chaste, Need to Love Spouse
President Ezra Taft Benson: “In this dispensation the Lord reiterated the commandment given at Sinai when He said, ‘Thou shalt not … commit adultery, … nor do anything like unto it’ (D&C 59:6; emphasis added). From the beginning of time, the Lord has set a clear and unmistakable standard of sexual purity. … That standard is the law of chastity. It is the same for all … for men and women … old and young … rich and poor.”

President Marion G. Romney: “‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’ … The violator of this commandment suffers a loss second only to the loss suffered by him who kills. With the loss of the Spirit of the Lord, which always accompanies adultery, comes a diminution of the power to choose between right and wrong. Lying, loss of self-respect, and disloyalty are bosom companions of adultery. If we are seriously interested in being successful in any endeavour, we shall avoid every type of immorality as we would avoid the plague” A Glorious Promise, Ensign, Jan. 1981
Elder Boyd K Packer: “We do not set the standards, but we are commanded to teach them and maintain them. The standard remains abstinence before marriage and total fidelity in marriage. However out of step we may seem, however much the standards may be belittled, however much others yield, we will not yield, we cannot yield…..The whole church may stand alone in defence of these standards” Gen. Conf. Oct 2003 Nov Ensign 
The Seriousness of Repeated Transgression

D&C 58:43: “By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his sins – behold, he will confess them and forsake them.”
The Lord stresses in the above quoted scripture the importance of forsaking the sin and not continuing in a repetitive nature.
D&C 82:7: “And now verily I say unto you, I the Lord will not lay any sin to your charge; go your ways and sin no more; but unto that soul who sinneth shall the former sins return, saith the Lord your God.”
When a person continues to transgress the former sins return. Unless there is no cessation through repentance it can only eventually result in the loss of membership.

The Lord makes allowance for mistakes even in serious transgression but draws a line when these sins are continually repeated. Take for example adultery:

D&C 42:25-26 “But he that has committed adultery and repents with all his heart, and forsaketh it and doeth it no more, thou shalt forgive; but if he doeth it again, he shall not be forgiven, but shall be cast out.” 

President Kimball has said: “Likewise, repentance must be consistent and continuous. To repent of a sin and then to tamper with it again or permit it to invade, even slightly, is to lose the repentance and its beneficent effects, and “the former sins return, saith the Lord God.” (D&C 82:7 New Era May 1974)

Sin can be compared to an open wound. The wound needs cleaning and covering for protection. Leave the wound open and it can become infected and take longer to heal.
Repentance is Essential to Overcome the Transgression
See the study ‘Repentance’
How to know when a person has repented? What is true repentance?
Taken from “What is True Repentance” President Spencer Kimball: New Era May 1974 
The Elements of Repentance are:
Recognition: “That there is a God in Heaven who has given to His children a Law that is Just. It is realizing the magnitude of the sin and a need to change behaviour to conform to the will of God. To recognize is to acknowledge and accept fault.

Remorse: “To feel deep sorrow, regret, shame, pain, hurt, and even anguish for our transgressions. There is a desire to improve and overcome weaknesses.” 

Resolve: “To be determined to change behaviour with positive action and improve. This will include avoiding situations of temptation in which there is vulnerability to repeated transgression. To resolve is to be resolute, firm, and steadfast in purpose.” 


Remove: “The transgression has to be overcome but this does not always happen immediately. Sometimes there may be slips but if there is a determination and strong desire the habit will finally be overcome. To remove is to forsake, disentangle, separate, unravel, alter, detach, eliminate, purge, throw out, and do away with.” 
Restitution: “It may be necessary to apologize and where possible restore by compensation any wrong done to others.”

Rejoice: “This is the fruit of true repentance. It is to have peace of mind, happiness, purpose, enlightenment of the Spirit and desiring to improve and serve.”
If a habit has become ingrained and is hard to give up there is a need to take drastic action by cutting it off. The Saviour explained:

Mathew 5:30: “And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members perish and not thy whole body should be cast into hell.” Matthew 5:34 JST “And now this I speak, a parable concerning your sins; wherefore, cast them from you, that ye may not be hewn down and cast into the fire” 

Repentance requires confession not holding back any previous transgressions not yet mentioned. It also requires a determination to forsake the sin. The Spirit of repentance includes a desire to change behaviour and will include humility and prayer.

Evidence of Repentance-Page 104- handbook of Instructions 2004
“Normally evidence of repentance is the most important single factor in determining how to accomplish the first purpose of Church discipline-saving the soul of the transgressor….Factors to consider include the nature of the confession, depth of sorrow for the sin, success in forsaking the sin, strength of faith in Jesus Christ, faithfulness in obeying other commandments, truthful communications to Church officers, restitution to injured persons, obedience to legal requirements, and willingness to follow the direction of Church Authorities”

Confessing and Forsaking the Sin is Necessary
D&C 58:42-43: “Behold, he who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, the Lord, remember them no more.  By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his sins - behold, he will confess them and forsake them.”
D&C 58:60:  “….Be taken from him…..until he is sufficiently chastened for all his sins; for he confesseth them not, and he thinketh to hide them.”
D&C 61:2:  “…..For I the Lord, forgive sins, and am merciful unto those who confess their sins with humble hearts.”
D&C 64:7:  “Nevertheless, he has sinned; but verily I say unto you, I, the Lord, forgive sins unto those who confess their sins before me and ask forgiveness, who have not sinned unto death.”
D&C 64:12: “And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not, ye shall bring before the church, and do with him as the scripture saith unto you…..” 

Mosiah 26:29-30: “Therefore I say unto you, ‘Go; and whosoever transgresseth against me, him shall ye judge according to the sins which he has committed; and if he confess his sins before thee and me, and repenteth in the sincerity of his heart, him shall ye forgive, and I will forgive him also. Yea and as often as my people repent will I forgive them their trespasses against me.”
1st John 1:8-9: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and His word is not in us.” 
Part of Repentance is to have Sorrow for Sin
There is worldly sorrow which comes as a consequence of transgression: 
Mormon 2:12-14: ”but it was rather the sorrowing of the damned, because the Lord would not always suffer them to take happiness in sin. And they did not come unto Jesus with broken hearts and contrite spirits.” 
D&C 1:3: “And the rebellious shall be pierced with much sorrow; for their iniquities shall be spoken upon the housetops, and their secret acts shall be revealed.” 
1 Timothy 6:10: “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”
There is Godly sorrow which  Paul the Apostle describes:
2 Corinthians 7:10 “For Godly Sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”  
Alma 42:29: “And now, my son, I desire that ye should let these things trouble you no more, and only let your sins trouble you, with that trouble which shall bring you down unto repentance.”
The Consequence of Sin

D&C 1:27, 31-33: “And inasmuch as they sinned they might be chastened that they might repent...For I the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance; Nevertheless, he that repents and does the commandments of the Lord shall be forgiven; And he that repents not, from him shall be taken even the light which he has received; for my Spirit shall not always strive with man, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Mosiah 2:36-37

D&C 19:4: “And surely every man must repent or suffer, for I, God, am endless.”
D&C 19:15-18: “Therefore I command you to repent - repent, lest I smite you by the rod of my mouth, and by my wrath, and by my anger, and your sufferings be sore - how sore you know not, how exquisite you know not, yea, how hard to bear you know not.  For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for all, that they might not suffer if they would repent; but if they would not repent they must suffer even as I; which suffering caused myself even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit - and would that I might not drink the bitter cup, and shrink.”
D&C 20:29: “And we know that all men must repent and believe on the name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in his name, and endure in faith on his name to the end, or they cannot be saved in the Kingdom of God.”
D&C 63:63: “Wherefore, let the church repent of their sins, and I, the Lord, will own them; otherwise they shall be cut off.”
D&C 82:2: “Nevertheless, there are those among you who have sinned exceedingly; yea, even all of you have sinned; but verily I say unto you, beware from henceforth, and refrain from sin, lest sore judgments fall upon your heads.” 

1 Nephi 15:33-34: “Wherefore if they should die in their wickedness they must be cast off also, as to the things which are spiritual, which are pertaining to righteousness; wherefore, they must be brought to stand before God, to be judged of their works…….. And there cannot any unclean thing enter into the Kingdom of God.”
Do Not Delay Repentance

Alma 34:31-35: “Yea, I would that ye would come forth and harden not your heart any longer; for behold, now is the time and the day of your salvation; and therefore, if ye will repent and harden not your hearts, immediately shall the great plan of redemption be brought about unto you.
 For behold this life is the time for men to prepare to meet God; yea, behold the day of this life is the day for men to perform their labours……therefore I beseech of you that ye do not procrastinate the day of your repentance until the end; for after this day of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, behold, if we do not improve our time while in this life then cometh the night of darkness wherein there can be no labour performed… … …
For behold, if ye have procrastinated the day of your repentance even until death, behold, ye have become subjected to the spirit of the devil, and he doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit of the Lord hath withdrawn from you, and hath no place in you, and the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final state of the wicked.”
D&C 45:2-5: “And Again I say, hearken unto my voice, lest death shall overtake you; in an hour when ye think not the summer shall be past, and the harvest ended, and your souls not saved. 
Listen to him who is the advocate with the Father, who is pleading your cause before him - Saying: ‘Father, behold the sufferings and death of him who did no sin, in whom thou wast well pleased; behold the blood of thy Son which was shed, the blood of him whom thou gavest that thyself might be glorified; Wherefore, Father, spare these my brethren that believe on my name, that they may come unto me and have Everlasting Life.’”
Helaman 13:38: “But behold, your days of probation are past; ye have procrastinated the day of your salvation until it is everlastingly too late, and your destruction is made sure; yea, for ye have sought all the days of your lives for that which ye could not obtain and ye have sought for happiness in doing iniquity, which thing is contrary o the nature of that righteousness which is in our Great and Eternal Head.” 
Forgive One Another to Obtain the Forgiveness of God

D&C 82:1: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, my servants that inasmuch as you have forgiven one another your trespasses, even so I, the Lord, forgive you.”
D&C 64:8-11: “My disciples in days of old sought occasion against one another and forgave not one another in their hearts and for this evil they were afflicted and sorely chastened. Wherefore I say unto you that ye ought to forgive one another for he that forgiveth not his brother his trespasses standeth condemned before the Lord; for there remaineth in him the greater sin.  I, the Lord, will forgive whom I will forgive, but of you it is required to forgive all men.  And ye ought to say in your hearts - let God judge between me thee, and reward thee according to thy deeds.”
3 Nephi 13:11, 14-15: “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors……. But, if ye forgive men their trespasses your Heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

Matthew 18:21-22: “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Till seven times?  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven times; but, until seventy times seven.”
Forgiveness is gained through Repentance and the Atonement

D&C 42:25: “But he that has committed adultery and repents with all heart, and forsaketh it, and doeth it no more, thou shalt forgive.”
D&C 50:39: “Wherefore, in this thing my servant… is not justified; nevertheless let him repent and he shall be forgiven.”
D&C 64:17: “….But when these things are made known unto them, and they repent of the evil, they shall be forgiven.”
Isaiah 1:18: “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
Mercy obtained through the Atonement of Christ satisfies the Demands of Justice
D&C 61:2: “…For I the Lord, forgive sins and am merciful unto those who confess their sin with humble hearts.

Alma 42:15: “And now, the plan of mercy could not be brought about except an atonement should be made; therefore God Atoneth for the sins of the world, to bring about the plan of mercy, to appease the demands of justice…”
Alma 42:23, 25 “….Mercy claimeth the penitent, and mercy cometh because of the Atonement……..What, do ye suppose that mercy can rob justice? I say unto you, nay; not one whit. If so God would cease to be God”
Alma 32:13: “And now surely whosoever repenteth shall find mercy; and he that findeth mercy and endureth to the end the same shall be saved.”
Alma 34:16: “And thus mercy can satisfy the demands of justice, and encircles them in the arms of safety, while he that exercises no faith unto repentance is exposed to the whole law of the demands of justice; therefore only unto him that has faith unto repentance is brought about the Great and Eternal Plan of Redemption. Therefore may God grant unto you, my brethren, that ye may begin to exercise your faith unto repentance that ye begin to call upon His holy name, that He would have mercy upon you?”
Alma 12:33-34: “…. If ye will repent and harden not your hearts, then will I have mercy upon you, through Mine Only Begotten Son? Therefore, whosoever repenteth, and hardeneth not his heart, he shall have claim on mercy…”
Mosiah 28:4: “And thus did the Spirit of the Lord work upon them, for they were the very vilest of sinners. And the Lord saw fit in his infinite mercy to spare them; nevertheless they suffered much anguish of soul because of their iniquities, suffering much and fearing that they should be cast off forever.”
Scriptures References on the Atonement

See the studies 
Atonement of Jesus Christ-Record of the Gospels 

Atonement of Jesus Christ-Scriptures and Quotes
D&C 6:37 

D&C 18:11-13, 23-25 

D&C 19:15-20, 31

D&C 20:20-27                                                                                                                                             

D&C 38:1-6

D&C 45:3-5

D&C 76:40-42, 69
D&C 88:27-32

D&C 138: 1-24

2 Nephi 2:6-29

2 Nephi 9:8-14

Mosiah chaps 3-4

Mosiah chap 14 

Mosiah 15:18-27

Alma 7:7-13

Alma 11:42-44

Alma 38:8-9

Alma 40:23

Helaman 5:9-12 

Matthew chapters 26-28 Luke chapters 22-24; John chapters 12-21; Isaiah 53:2-
Church Discipline

The following notes and quotes were made for my personal guidance as a Bishop. 

In all cases whenever church discipline may be necessary it is vital to obtain the guidance of the Spirit due to the varying degree of circumstances and mitigation. Charity and mercy should be the prevalent feelings in any church disciplinary council.  
Notes

One way of knowing if a person is repentant is there willingness to confess and subject themselves to disciplinary action to overcome their transgressions. The depth of their remorse and sorrow can be observed in interviews and in a disciplinary council.
Repentance is assisted through a disciplinary council. It serves the purpose of helping the individual wipe the slate clean and start again by (1) giving a full and complete confession and by (2) showing humility in accepting the penalties for the breaking of sacred laws and by (3) giving a strong commitment not to repeat the transgression. Eventually after a period of restriction the individual is able to move forward in full fellowship in the church. The Spirit will return and they can build their lives focused on the gospel.

Disciplinary councils are as vital for members involved in serious transgression as baptism is for non-members. It serves the same purpose inasmuch as it opens the door to a remission of sins and the spiritual gifts provided by the Holy Ghost.

The same laws in respect of disciplinary counsels should apply to both the active and the less active. Allowance must be made for those who are young and immature. In my personal opinion removal of church membership should not be considered for anyone under the age of 21 unless it is so serious that the church could be brought into disrepute.

Church Handbook of Instructions (2003) page 91: “Purposes of church discipline: Save the transgressor; protect the innocent; safeguard the integrity of the church.”
Page 103: “The following should be taken into consideration in matters of Church Discipline: “The violation of covenants; the position of trust; repetition; magnitude; age maturity and experience; time between transgression and confession; voluntary confession; and evidence of repentance.”
General Authorities  concerned about greater leniency involving church discipline

Elder Dallin H. Oaks: General Authority Training Meeting 3 April 1992 Church disciplinary councils presentation Page 1

“In 1989 we published the new General Handbook of Instructions. One of the most significantly revised portions was the chapter on church discipline … 

Local leaders were given greater flexibility to follow the guidance of the Spirit in the sensitive and far-reaching exercise of church discipline…
Unfortunately, what has been most influential on some leaders is the informal idea that across the whole range of issues involving church discipline, we are supposed to be more lenient…. some leaders have understood the granting of greater flexibility in the new 1989 handbook as an invitation to across the board greater leniency. Some have the idea that they are supposed to look the other way on serious transgressions that used to be the subject of significant discipline….
The total number of excommunications and disfellowshipments in the 3 years following the new handbook declined sharply from the level of the 3 years preceding….. We know this trend is of great concern to General Authorities since many of you have spoken to us about it.” End of Quote
Has the trend which was of “great concern to General Authorities” continued?

Have leaders become weaker in applying justice especially to the less active?

Are leaders justified before God in how they handle the transgressions of members?

Justice Demands a Penalty is Paid when the Law of God is Transgressed

D&C 82:4: “…. Inasmuch as ye keep not my sayings, which I give unto you, ye become transgressors; and justice and judgment are the penalty affixed unto my law.”
Alma 42:17: “…How could there be a Law save there was a punishment.”
Alma 42:22, 24: “But there is a Law given and a punishment affixed, and a repentance granted; which repentance, mercy claimeth; otherwise justice claimeth the creature and executeth the law, and the law inflicteth the punishment; if not so, the works of justice would be destroyed, and God would cease to be God…..for behold, justice exerciseth all his demands, and also mercy claimeth all which is her own; and thus none but the truly penitent are saved.” 
When a Commandment is broken members of the church are not justified until they repent and once again become spiritually minded. The “natural man” finds it hard to survive in the church. Members need to be ‘humble, submissive, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of patience, and long-suffering, willing to submit to all things’ … “and charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked’ …See Alma 7:23; 13:28; Mosiah 3:19; Moroni 7:43-46. 
To be acceptable before God there is a need to be meek, lowly of heart and of a contrite (repentant) spirit. (See D&C 52:14-19; D&C 59:8, 97:8)

Justice and mercy work hand in hand. When members of the Church keep the Law of God they are justified. When they break the law justice demands that a penalty affixed to the Law is paid. Through repentance the penalty is paid through the love and mercy of the Saviour’s Atonement.

The Lord has commanded that His church should be kept clean by applying church discipline for those guilty of serious transgression. Leaders offend God if serious transgression is overlooked. (See D&C 64:12-13)
Penalties in Church Discipline are the Chastening of the Lord.

Penalties in church discipline are the chastening hand on behalf of the Lord to assist in the process of repentance to obtain a forgiveness of sins. 
D&C 95:1-2: “Whom I love I also chasten that their sins may be forgiven, for with the chastisement I prepare a way for their deliverance in all things out of temptation and I have loved you wherefore, ye must needs stand rebuked before my face.” 
D&C 105:6: “And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be, by the things which they suffer.”
As part of the law of the land if the speed limit is broken justice demands that a penalty is given. It does not matter whether guilt is acknowledged or how sorry the individual may feel the fine still has to be paid. If the fine is not paid then even greater penalties can be imposed by the courts. The penalties have the purpose of making the individual think carefully about their actions to avoid repeating the same mistake. An accumulation of points by continually breaking the law can eventually result in a complete ban. 
Without a proper deterrent it is human nature to come back for more. Where the system is too lenient the situation spirals out of control as individuals take advantage of slack laws. Penalties in the church discipline system are restrictive in nature and are based on a denial of privileges. Penalties are imposed to try to stop the transgression becoming a habit for the individual. They are given as a deterrent and to stress the seriousness of sin. 
“Sow a thought and reap an act; sow an act and reap a habit; sow a habit and reap a character; sow a character and reap an eternal destiny.”
President Spencer W. Kimball has said the following concerning penalties.
“We are impressed again with the paragraph of Alma 42:16, 18 “Now, repentance could not come unto men except there were a punishment, which also was Eternal as the life of the soul should be. … Now, there was a punishment affixed, and a just law given, which brought remorse of conscience unto man.” 
If there is no pain and suffering for the errors, then there can be no repentance. The road to forgiveness is through repentance, and the road to repentance is through suffering, (chastening) and that road must be kept open…….
Certainly we must realize that penalties for sin are not a sadistic desire on the part of the Lord, and that is why when people get deep in immorality or other comparable sins, there must be action by courts with proper jurisdiction. 
Many people cannot repent until they have suffered much. They cannot direct their thoughts into new clean channels. They cannot control their acts. They cannot plan their future properly until they have lost values that they did not seem to fully appreciate. Therefore, the Lord has prescribed excommunication, disfellowshipment, or probation, and this is in line with Alma’s statement that there could be no repentance without suffering, and many people cannot suffer, having not come to a realization of their sin and a consciousness of their guilt.

One form of punishment is deprivation, and so if one is not permitted to partake of the sacrament or to use his priesthood or to go to the Temple or to preach or pray in any of the meetings, it constitutes a degree of embarrassment and deprivation and punishment. In fact, the principal punishment that the Church can deal is deprivation from privileges. If no penalties are assessed, if no punishment is required, if no deprivation is expected, then what would induce the average transgressor to change his ways?” End of Quote - New Era May 1974 “What is True Repentance”
Penalties serve as a warning of the seriousness of the sin. Penalties also serve as a warning of what will happen if the sin is repeated. (See D&C 42:24-26). 
Removal of Church membership warns the individual that they are presently cut off from the Kingdom of God and unless thy repent this will extend into the eternity.

The Bishop as a Judge in Israel is Assisted by his Counselors.
In cases of serious transgression the Bishop should consult with his counsellors on whether a disciplinary council is necessary. The scriptures teach that the duty of the Bishop is “to sit in judgment upon transgressors upon testimony as it shall be laid before him according to the laws, by the assistance of his counsellors.” D&C 107:72
“And to judge his people by the testimony of the just, and by the assistance of his counsellors, according to the laws of the kingdom…” D&C 58:18
By taking advice from his counsellors in cases of serious transgression the bishop will usually make the right decision on the way to proceed. There is safety in counsel. 

The Sacrament as a Holy Ordinance is to be Safeguarded.
It is important that the Holy Ordinance of the Sacrament is safeguarded by priesthood leadership from those who are unworthy to partake. The scriptures stress the need of worthiness in partaking of the sacrament. 
D&C 46:4: “… Nevertheless, if any have trespassed, let him not partake until he makes reconciliation.”
3 Nephi 18:28-29 “And now behold, this is the commandment which I give unto you, that ye shall not suffer any one knowingly to partake of my flesh and blood unworthily, when ye shall minister it. For whoso eateth and drinketh my flesh and blood unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation to his soul; therefore if ye know that a man is unworthy to eat and drink of my flesh and blood ye shall forbid him.” 
Mormon 9:29: “See that ye are not baptised unworthily; see that ye partake not of the sacrament unworthily; but see that ye do all things in worthiness…”

After two hundred years of peace and prosperity after the Saviours appearance to the Nephites the Church of Christ fell into spiritual decline. The signs of that decline are given as follows:

4 Nephi 23-27 extracts “… They had become exceedingly rich, because of their prosperity in Christ….. there began to be among them those who were lifted up in pride… and from that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them…. and they did deny the more parts of His gospel insomuch that they did receive all manner of wickedness, and did administer that which was sacred unto him to whom it had been forbidden because of unworthiness. 
1 Cor 11:27-30: “Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.”
Elder David Haight in his article “Remembering the Saviors’ Atonement” states: 

“Personal worthiness to partake of the sacrament is a prerequisite for receiving the Holy Ghost.” He then quotes Mormon 9:29; 3 Nephi 18:28-29; 1 Cor11:27-30; to show the need for worthiness. He further comments: - “What constitutes worthiness? Worthiness implies all those matters mentioned in the temple interview questions, but there is more expected from Christ’s disciples than just refraining from sin. There must be harmony among Christ’s disciples-especially within families.” Ensign April 1988 
Church discipline would normally include restricting the individual from partaking of the sacrament. 
What the Scriptures Teach concerning Adultery, Fornication, Homosexuality, and Divorce
Adultery 
See the study No Adultery, Be Chaste, Need to Love Spouse
Exo 20:14 “Thou shalt not commit adultery”

D&C 42:24-25: “Thou shalt not commit adultery; and he that committeth adultery, and repenteth not, shall be cast out. But he that has committed adultery and repents with all his heart, and forsaketh it, and doeth it no more, thou shalt forgive.”

D&C 42:75: “But if ye shall find that any persons have left their companions for the sake of adultery, and they themselves are the offenders, and their companions are living, they shall be cast out from among you.”
(See also the following scriptures: D&C 63:14,16,19; 59:6;  66:10; 76:103; Alma 39:5; 3 Nephi 12:32; Hebrews 13:4)

To obtain the forgiveness it is also necessary to obtain the forgiveness of the offended spouse. From the handbook page 93 we read: -“The repentance of a married person who is involved in transgression usually should include confessing to and seeking forgiveness from his spouse.” (See D&C 42:75, 42:22)
Fornication: (See D&C 42:76-77; 1 Corinthians 5:9, 11,13; 7:2; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:3-5; Colossians 3:5-8)
1 Corinthians 6:9: “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind.”
1 Corinthians 6:18: “Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.”
Homosexuality: Quote from the Priesthood Bulletin, Feb 1973
“A homosexual relationship is viewed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as sin in the same degree as adultery and fornication. Homosexuality in men and women runs counter to … divine objectives and, therefore, is to be avoided and forsaken. Church members involved to any degree must repent. ‘By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his sins - behold, he will confess and forsake them.’ (D&C 58:43.) Failure to work closely with one’s bishop or stake president in cases involving homosexual behavior will require a prompt church court action.” END
Leviticus 18:22, 24-25, 27-28, 30: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it [is] abomination… Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which [were] before you, and the land is defiled…. that the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that [were] before you.”  (See Leviticus 20:10, 13, 22-24)
Romans 1:24, 26-27: “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves.  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural into that which is against nature. And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.” 
Divorce 
3 Nephi 12:31-32: “It hath been written, that whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement. Verily, verily, I say unto you, that whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery; and whoso shall marry her who is divorced committeth adultery.”
Matthew 19:3-9: “The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And he answered and said unto them, ‘have ye not read, that he which made [them] at the beginning made them male and female, And said, ‘For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.’ 
They say unto him, ‘Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?’ He saith unto them, ‘Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, whosoever shall put away his wife, except [it be] for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.” (see Mark 10:2-9, D&C 42:74-77)
Quoting the above scripture President David O. McKay stated:
“In the light of scripture, ancient and modern, we are justified in concluding that Christ’s ideal pertaining to marriage is the unbroken home, and the conditions that cause divorce are violations of His Divine teachings. Unfaithfulness on the part of either the husband or wife, or both, habitual drunkenness, physical violence, long imprisonment that disgraces the wife…in these…there may be circumstances which make the continuance of the marriage state a greater evil than divorce. But these are extreme cases; they are mistakes, the calamities in the realm of marriage. If we could remove them I would say there never should be a divorce. 
It is Christ’s ideal that home and marriage should be perpetual, eternal. To look upon marriage as a mere contract that may be entered into at pleasure in response to a romantic whim, or for selfish purposes, and severed at the first difficulty or misunderstanding that may arise, is an evil meriting severe condemnation, especially in cases wherein children are made to suffer because of such separation.” END                                                    Treasures of Life David O McKay p 66-67
1 Cor 7:10-11: “And unto the married I command, [yet] not I but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from [her] husband: But and if she depart let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to [her] husband: and let not the husband put away [his] wife.” 
	


Living with a Partner without Marriage is a Transgression
Marriage is Ordained of God

D&C 49:15-16: “And again, verily I say unto you, that whoso forbiddeth to marry is not ordained of God, for marriage is ordained of God unto man. Wherefore it is lawful that he should have one wife, and they twain shall be one flesh, and all this that the earth might answer the end of its creation. (See Genesis 2:24; Moses: 3:24; 4 Nephi 1:11)
“The Family-A proclamation to the world”

“We solemnly proclaim that marriage between a man and a woman is ordained of God.”

“We further declare that God has commanded that the sacred powers of procreation are to be employed only between man and woman, lawfully wedded as husband and wife.”

“The family is ordained of God. Marriage between man and woman is essential to His eternal plan. Children are entitled to birth within the bonds of matrimony, and to be reared by a father and mother who honour marital vows with complete fidelity.” End 
To be living together with a partner outside of the covenant of marriage is the same as fornication. The Bishop on visiting members in this predicament can first offer the services of the church for marriage. If they are not willing to be married action should be taken since the couple are breaking the Law of God. If is a requirement for a couple living together to be married before they can be baptised; the same requirement of marriage must therefore be necessary to maintain membership in the church.
Members requesting their Names to be Removed from the Records.

Some members through the feeling of hypocrisy desire to have their names removed from the records of the Church. Whilst serving as Bishop I recall a member who came out to Church for the first time in years. She had been visited in the last month by the home teachers, visiting teachers and missionaries. All were delighted to see her at church. After the Sacrament meeting she asked to speak with me. She stated that she could not accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God but just a great teacher of men. She felt a hypocrite because of her lack of belief and asked for her name to be removed. Nothing we could say would convince her otherwise and she acted in accordance with her conscience.
Those baptised and who almost immediately go less active don’t usually want continued visits from members of the Church. It is just a fact of life that a few who join the Church will fall away at the first obstacles. That this would happen is clearly taught by the Saviour in the Parable of the Sower:
“But he that received the seed into stony places the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root in himself but endureth for a while; for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.”

Matthew 13:21 (see Matthew 13:3-8, 18-23)
See the List at end of this study of why members of one small ward requested their names be removed from the records of the church when approached. See ‘The State of the Membership Records in One Small Ward’
Experience as a Bishop

Members who want their names removed generally ask for no further visits from the home and visiting teachers. If they are visited further they often do not answer the door or when they move they do not leave a forwarding address. When as the Bishop I commenced to visit all the less-active on the records of the ward I found numerous wrong addresses and had to place these members on the lost address file.
So often less active members are troubled by members who continue to visit when they have requested no further visits. When visited by the Bishop if the option to have their name removed is presented they often take this choice. Some have wanted their name removed for years but out of politeness and not wishing to offend they say nothing. Some had requested their names to be taken off the records of the church previously and were very annoyed that this had not occurred. Some did not even realize they were still members of the Church and yet others were now regularly attending other denominations.
Some less actives were baptised as teenagers in the Baseball baptism programme when missionaries baptised many youth without parental support in England. One lady recalled that she joined the church in her early teens because she enjoyed going to the church youth club over forty years ago. Often the less active who had been on the records for many years remarked that they only attended church for a few weeks after baptism. 
Backbiting-Hardness of Heart-Evil Speaking

See the study ‘No Evil Speaking, Finding Fault, Malice, Revile Not, Do No Harm’
What do the scriptures teach concerning this transgression?
D&C 20:53-54 “The teacher’s duty (home-teacher) is to …and see that there is no iniquity in the church, neither hardness with each other, neither lying, backbiting, nor evil speaking.”
D&C 42:27: “Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbour, nor do him any harm.”

D&C 88:124: “Cease to find fault one with another.”

D&C 136:23: “Cease to contend one with another, cease to speak evil one with another.”

Mosiah 4: 13: “And ye will not have a mind to injure one another, but to live peaceably.”

3 Nephi 11:29-30: “He that hath the spirit of contention is not of me but is of the devil, who is the father of contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to contend with anger one with another. Behold this is not my doctrine, to stir up the hearts of men with anger one against another, but this is my doctrine that such things should be done away.”

See in the section on repentance ‘Forgive One Another to Obtain the Forgiveness of God.’

How to Resolve Offences

3 Nephi 12:22-24: “But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of his judgment. …Therefore if ye shall come unto me, or shall desire to come unto me (through the sacrament), and rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee-Go thy way unto thy brother and first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come unto me with full purpose of heart and I will receive you.” (See Matthew 5:23-24)
D&C 42:88-93: “And if thy brother or sister offend thee, thou shalt take him or her between him or her and the alone; and if he or she confess thou shalt be reconciled. And if he or she confess not thou shalt deliver him of her up unto the Church, not to the members, but to the Elders. And it shall be done in a meeting and that not before the world. And if thy brother or sister offend many, he or she shall be chastened before many. 
And if any offend openly, he or she shall be rebuked openly, that he or she may be ashamed. And if he or she confess not, he or she shall be delivered up unto the law of God. And if any shall offend in secret, he or she shall be rebuked in secret, that he or she may have opportunity to confess in secret to him or her whom he or she has offended, and to God, that the Church may not speak reproachfully of him or her. And thus shall ye conduct in all things.” 

Matthew: 18:15-18: “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church (presiding leaders) if he neglect to hear the Church (that is the counsel of the presiding leaders) let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.”
See the study ‘Love thy Neighbour-Brotherly Kindness’

It is a commandment to be a Peacemaker See 3 Nephi 12:9; Matthew 5:9;                         see the study ‘Be Peacemakers’
It is a commandment to be easily entreated, humble meek submissive, patient, gentle; full of love See Alma 7:23; Alma 13:28; Mosiah 3:19;  James 3:17

3 Nephi 13:1-5 “Judge not that ye be not judged for with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye meat, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye…. Thou hypocrite, first cast the beam out of thine own eye; and then thou shalt see clearly to cast  the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 
Members Are to Prove Themselves Worthy to Belong to the Church
To those who are mature enough to be responsible for their actions membership in the church has obligations and requirements. This applies whether a person attends church or not. Certain requirements are expected from all members according to scripture. 

Members of the church should not have a lifestyle that involves what the church calls serious transgression. They should be willing to fellowship with other members of the church by attending meetings and accepting visits from members. They will have their address properly registered on church records when they move area. 

The following scriptures teach the obligation of All members to show their worthiness whether considered active or less active. 

D&C 20:69: “And the members shall manifest before the church, and also before the elders, by a godly walk and conversation, that they are worthy of it that there may be works and faith agreeable to the holy scriptures-walking in holiness before me.”
D&C 42:78: “And again, every person who belongeth to this church of Christ shall observe to keep all the commandments and covenants of the church.” (See D&C 42:13)

D&C 107:84: “Thus, none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of God that all things may be done in order….according to truth and righteousness.”
D&C 107:99-100: “Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand. Even so Amen”
John 13:34-35: “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” (See John 15:12, 17)
D&C 18:19: “And if you have not faith, hope, and charity, you can do nothing.”
Moroni 7:43-47 extracts: “….For if he have not charity he is nothing; wherefore he must needs have charity. And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth…charity is the pure love of Christ.”
Members are to keep the Church Covenants they have entered into

D&C 33:14 “And ye shall remember the church articles and covenants to keep them.” 

D&C 42:13 “And ye shall observe the covenants and church articles to do them….” 

Alma 7:23-24: “And now I would that ye should be humble, and be submissive and gentle; easy to be entreated; full of patience and long-suffering; being temperate in all things; being diligent in keeping the commandments of God at all times; asking for whatsoever things ye stand in need, both spiritual and temporal; always returning thanks unto God for whatsoever things ye do receive. And see that ye have faith, hope, and charity, and then ye will always abound in good works.”
The Lord will Test and Prove His people

Part of the challenge of life is to be proved and tested. The Lord has said: 

Abraham 3:25: “And we will prove them herewith to see if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them.”
D&C 98:12-15: “For He will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you and prove you herewith. And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name’s sake, shall find it again, even Life Eternal……For I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy, for if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me.”
D&C 103:8-10: “But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe all my words, the Kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them. For they were set to be a light unto the world, and to be the Saviours of men; And inasmuch as they are not the Saviours of men, they are as salt that has lost its saviour, and is thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men.”
See also D&C 101:39-40; Matthew 5:13

D&C 124:55: “….That you may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with honor, immortality, and Eternal Life.” 
Those who are Acceptable to the Lord

Moroni 7:43-44: “And again, behold I say unto you that he cannot have faith and hope, save he shall be meek, and lowly of heart. If so, his faith and hope is vain, for none is acceptable before God, save the meek and lowly in heart; and if a man be meek and lowly in heart, and confesses by the power of the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Christ, he must needs have charity; for if he have not charity he is nothing; wherefore he must needs have charity.”
The Lord has given a pattern by which those who are acceptable can be discerned: 
D&C 52:14-19: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations-wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh whose spirit is contrite, whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances……and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you. And again he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me. Wherefore by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under Heaven.” 

The Lord explains how we can tell the righteous from the wicked:
D&C 84:49-53: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. And by this ye may know they are under the bondage of sin because they come not unto me. For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin. And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice, and is not of me. And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth under sin and darkness even now.”
Members of the church come unto God through the ordinances of the Gospel such as the sacrament. 
D&C 20:75: “It is expedient that the church meet together often to partake of bread

and wine in the remembrance of the lord Jesus.” (See Moroni 6: 6)

D&C 59:12: “Bur remember on this the Lord’s day, thou shalt offer thine oblations and thy sacraments unto the Most High….”

The Saviour instructed His followers to partake of the sacrament and then stated:

3 Nephi 18:11-14: “And this shall ye always do to those who repent and are baptised in my name; and ye shall do it in remembrance of my blood, which I have shed for you, that ye may witness unto the Father that ye do always remember me. And if ye do always remember me ye shall have My Spirit to be with you. And I give unto you a commandment that ye shall do these things.
 And if ye shall always do these things blessed are ye, for ye are built upon my rock. But whoso among you shall do more or less than these are not built upon my rock, but are built upon a sandy foundation; and when the rain descends and the floods come, and the winds blow, and beat upon them, they shall fall, and the gates of hell are ready open to receive them. Therefore blessed are ye if ye shall keep my commandments which the Father hath commanded me that I should give unto you.” (See John 6:53-56; I Cor 11:26)
The Lord has Warned those who have Strayed from His ordinances

D&C 1:14-16: “And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of His servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people. For they have strayed from mine ordinances (the sacrament), and have broken mine everlasting covenant. They seek not the Lord to establish His righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way.” See 

See the study ‘Endure to the End’
Who Does the Lord Regard as His Church?

According to the Bible Dictionary: “The Church is the organised body of believers who have taken upon themselves the name of Jesus Christ by baptism and Confirmation”

The Lord gives the following definition in the scriptures:

D&C 10:67-68: “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church, Whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me; therefore he is not of my church.”

In commentating on the above scripture President Ezra T. Benson in the First Presidency message titled ‘A Mighty Change of Heart’stated:
“In the usual sense of the term, church membership means that a person has his or her name officially recorded on the membership records of the Church. By that definition, we have more than six million members of the Church. But the Lord defines a member of His kingdom in quite a different way. 

In 1828, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, He said, “Behold, this is my doctrine—whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church.” D&C 10:67. To Him who’s Church this is, membership involves far more than simply being a member of record.”
President Benson then sets out in detail what principles are required in our lives to be truly called members of the lord Church and the closes his talk by stating:

“So, my beloved brothers and sisters, as we seek to qualify to be members of Christ’s Church—members in the sense in which He uses the term, members who have repented and come unto Him—let us remember these six principles……. If we will strive to incorporate these principles into our lives and implement them on a daily basis, we shall then qualify to be called members of the Church of Jesus Christ. As true members, we have claim to His promise: “Whosoever is of my church, and endureth of my church to the end, him will I establish upon my rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against them” Ensign Oct 1989 First Presidency message Ezra T Benson

To be a worthy Latter-day Saint it is required of individuals to be living certain basic commandments like the Word of Wisdom and the Law of Tithing: 
D&C 89:3: The Word of Wisdom is “Given for a principle with promise, adapted to the capacity of the weak and the weakest of all Saints, who are or can be called Saints.”

Malachi 3:8-10: The Law of Tithing: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say wherein have ye robbed thee? In tithes and offerings” 

It has been my experience as a Bishop that for members to retain a portion of the Spirit and remain active in the Kingdom they need to be living the basic commandments such as the Ten Commandments.

The Lord has stated that He will raise up a people that will serve Him in righteousness:
D&C 100:16-17: “For I will raise up unto myself a pure people that will serve me in righteousness. And all that call upon the name of the Lord, and keep His commandments, shall be saved. Even so Amen” 
Individuals are either ‘For or Against’
3 Nephi 13:24: “No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”

Moroni 7:10-11: “Wherefore, a man being evil cannot do that which is good; neither will he give a good gift. For a bitter fountain cannot bring forth good water; neither can a good fountain bring forth bitter water; wherefore; a man being a servant of the devil (by doing the things the world does) cannot (will not) follow Christ; and if he follow Christ he cannot be a servant of the devil.”
1st Nephi 14:10: “And he said unto me: ‘Behold there are save two churches only; The one is the church of the lamb of God, and the other is the Church of the Devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth.”

Matthew 12:30: “He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.”
John 3:18-21: “For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved, but he that doeth truth cometh to the light.”
All Members should Belief in the Fundamental Doctrines of the Church

It is important that members at least belief in the fundamental doctrines of the church. They need to believe in the Godhead and that Jesus Christ is the Saviour and Redeemer of mankind. They should believe that Joseph Smith is a Prophet of God, and that the Book of Mormon is the Word of God. Members of the Church should also believe that the Priesthood of God has been restored and that today the First Presidency and the Twelve hold the keys of the Priesthood, to direct the work of God in this period of time. 

The scriptures abound in testimony that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind. The importance of members having faith in Jesus Christ is stressed by Moroni:
Moroni 7:39: “But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have Faith in Christ because of your meekness; for if ye have not faith in Him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of His church.” 

There is no salvation without faith in Jesus Christ:
D&C 33:12: “Behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, this is my gospel; and remember that they shall have faith in me or they can in nowise be saved.” 

It is important therefore to come to a correct understanding of what it means to have Faith in Jesus Christ. Belief in the fundamental doctrines of the church is a vital part of an individuals Faith in Jesus Christ. In the Baptismal Interview conducted by Priesthood leaders prior to the baptism of an investigator the following questions pertaining to their belief are asked. (Preach My Gospel page 31)
· Do you believe that God is Our Eternal Father?

· Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Saviour and Redeemer of the world?

· Do you belief that the Church and the Gospel of Jesus Christ have been restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith?

· Do you belief that (current Church President) is a prophet of God? What does this mean to you?
If a positive answer to these questions of belief are required for baptism then it must follow that a similar positive answer should be required of all mature adults who are members in God’s Kingdom.

At the rededication of the Santiago Chile Temple Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council of the Twelve recalled how testimonies are built upon four cornerstones of faith:

The Four Cornerstones of Faith


First cornerstone: A faith on Jesus Christ -Indeed, He is our anchor; our chief cornerstone.


Second cornerstone: The First Vision of Joseph Smith. Through the boy Joseph's essential First Vision, faith and understanding of Deity was brought to a new era. Once again, mankind could know the nature of God…

The third cornerstone: The Book of Mormon. Another testimony of Christ, the Book of Mormon is the most convincing truth available of the mission of Joseph Smith….

The fourth cornerstone: The Holy Priesthood. Through Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, the holy priesthood was again restored to the earth. The priesthood governs all things. It directs all things. It sustains all things. Church News March 18, 2006 

These are fundamental doctrines that should be accepted by all members of the church.
Further Notes

Cast Out (excommunication) In the scriptures the term “cast out” or expelled (D&C 20:83) is used. 
Scripture references: See D&C 42:20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28, 37, 75; D&C 41:5-6, D&C 63:63, Mosiah 26:32, 35-37, Alma 6:3, Moroni 6:7.
Passive Membership
Those who are passive in their membership are inert, which the dictionary states is without power or inaction, even sluggish. They attend church but fail to live one or more of the basic commandments like the Word of wisdom or the Law of Tithing, or being honest with their fellowman. They do not willingly consecrate their time and money but need to be pushed continuously. They do things with reluctance, grudgingly, or not with real intent. (see Moroni 7:6-9) Being passive is the next step towards having a lapsed membership. The following scripture describes those who are passive:

D&C 58:26: “For behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no reward…..But he that doeth not anything until he is commanded, and receiveth a commandment with doubtful heart, and keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is damned.”

D&C 107:99-100: “Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand. Even so Amen”

Revelations 3:15-16: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot I will spue thee out of my mouth.”

D&C 75:29: “Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the church, except he repent and mend his ways.”

Lapsed Membership: An Approach to the Less Active in the Church

Two thirds of the membership of the church is classified as less active. In terms of membership status this large group that are presently counted as full members of the church are not living the basic covenants and commandments. Those who do not partake of the sacrament of their own volition or who fail to live the Ten Commandments, the Word of Wisdom, or Law of Tithing are not complying with the basic Laws of the Gospel.

If there is a recognition of the need to improve and an expressed desire to do so then no action should be taken. The individual should be given regular encouragement. 

If there is no recognition of the need to repent and comply with the Laws of the Church the individual could be placed in a lapsed membership file. 

The dictionary definition of lapse is to “fail to maintain position or state for want of effort or vigor.” “Falling away from faith” “Termination of right or privilege through disuse”. Such individuals in the lapsed membership file would not partake of the sacrament until they have been interviewed and found to be worthy by living the basic commandments. When worthy they would then be placed back in the active membership file. 

Articles

‘What is True Repentance’ President Kimball: New Era May 1974 

“True repentance is not only sorrow for sins and humble penitence and contrition before God, but it involves the necessity of turning away from them, a discontinuance of all evil practices and deeds, a thorough reformation of life, a vital change from evil to good, from vice to virtue, from darkness to light. Not only so, but to make restitution so far as is possible for all the wrongs that we have done, to pay our debts and restore to God and man their rights, that which is due them from us. This is true repentance and the exercise of the will and all the powers of body and mind is demanded to complete this glorious work of repentance.”

“There must be a consciousness of guilt. It cannot be brushed aside. It must be acknowledged and not rationalized away. It must be given its full importance. If it is 10,000 talents, it must not be rated at 100 pence; if it is a mile long, it must not be rated a rod or a yard; if it is a ton transgression, it must not be rated a pound.”

Alma expresses to Corianton an important element in repentance when he says:

“… I desire that ye should let these things trouble you no more, and only let your sins trouble you, with that trouble which shall bring you down unto repentance.” Alma 42:29
Consciousness of guilt should bring one to his knees in humbleness with “a broken heart and a contrite spirit” and in “sack cloth and ashes.”

There must be a pricking of conscience, perhaps sleepless hours, eyes that are wet, for Alma says:

“… None but the truly penitent are saved.” 
We will not be tempted above that which we can bear

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God [is] faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear [it].” 1 Corinthians 10:13
Remorse and deep sorrow then are preliminary to repentance.

There must not be rationalization to cover and hide. Alma, the great authority on this subject, we quote again:

“… Do not endeavor to excuse yourself in the least point because of your sins, by denying the justice of God; but do let the justice of God, and his mercy, and his long-suffering have full sway in your heart; and let it bring you down to the dust in humility.” Alma 42:30
This is important: do let yourself be troubled; let the tears flow; let your heart be chastened. Do not endeavor to excuse yourself in the least point because of your sin. Let the justice of God have full sway in your heart so that it will bring you to the dust in humility.

Sin has size and dimensions. There are greater and lesser ones. Someone has said, “Conscience is a Celestial spark that God has put into every man for the purpose of saving his soul.” It awakens the soul to consciousness of sin; it stimulates him to want to do better, to make adjustments, and to accept the sin in its full weight and size, to be willing to face facts and meet issues and pay penalties.

True repentance is to forgive all others. One cannot be forgiven so long as he holds grudges against others. He must be “merciful unto [his] brethren; deal justly, judge righteously, and do good continually. …” Alma 41:14

There must be an abandonment of the transgression. It must be genuine and consistent and continuing. The Lord said in 1832: “go your ways and sin no more; but unto that soul who sinneth shall the former sins return, saith the Lord your God.” D&C 82:7 And a temporary, momentary change of life is not sufficient.

Many people in their confession give only a skeleton picture and often rationalize and minimize the sins that have been done and often blame the transgression upon others when indeed the individual was largely guilty himself. And so it is important that the one who is confessing should realize that the servant of the Lord to whom he makes bare his record represents the Lord. The Lord said again: “For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me, and he that receiveth me, receiveth my Father.”

And so a lie to an official of the Church who has a right to delve into our lives is tantamount to a lie to the Lord, and a half-truth to his officials is like a half-truth to the Lord, and rebellion against his leaders is comparable to rebellion against the Lord.

The true confession is not only a matter of making known certain developments but it is a matter of getting peace, which seemingly can come in no other way.

True repentance incorporates within it a washing, a purging, a changing of attitudes, a reappraising a strengthening toward self-mastery. It is not a simple matter for one to transform his life overnight, nor to change attitudes in a moment, nor to rid himself in a hurry of unworthy companions.

True repentance must include restitution. There are sins for which restitution can be made, such as a theft, but then there are other sins that cannot yield to restitution, such as murder or adultery or incest. One of the requisites for repentance is the living of the commandments of the Lord. Perhaps few people realize that as an important element; though one may have abandoned a particular sin and even confessed it to his bishop, yet he is not repentant if he has not developed a life of action and service and righteousness, which the Lord has indicated to be very necessary: “… He that repents and does the commandments of the Lord shall be forgiven.”

To lie about serious sins is to add fuel to the fire and heat to its flames.

Very frequently people think they have repented and are worthy of forgiveness when all they have done is to express sorrow or regret at the unfortunate happening, but their repentance is barely started. Until they have begun to make changes in their lives, transformation in their habits, and to add new thoughts to their minds, to be sorry is only a bare beginning.

Much has been written in scripture of that part of true repentance that is confession. It is wholly proper for the transgressor to go to the bishop or stake or mission president and to confess voluntarily the transgressions he has committed. He should be frank and offer  information and answer honestly all the questions propounded to him by that authority. This brings humility and takes courage: The Church’s authority will in confidence hear his story and suggest recovery plans and impose the penalties.

In transgressions of lesser magnitude he may place the person on probation or in the more serious ones he may disfellowship or excommunicate. If he feels that the transgression is minimal and deserves forgiveness, he may grant a waiver of penalties that we sometimes call forgiveness and permit that person to continue his activity in the Church, and he will likely say to that person, “Because the sin was minimal and your repentance seems to be sincere, I feel the Lord would have me forgive you for the Church.” But one should remember that that forgiveness is conditional, and if repeated, the original sins return.

How do we know if a person is in the process of repentance?  Do they focus on the problem or the solution? They will focus on positive things and engage in good deeds. Light (the Spirit) will begin to enter back into his life and this will cause joy. They will take full responsibility for their sins. They will not be downcast focusing on their mistakes and causes of the transgression. They will not be talking about the problems of others, or shifting blame in any way or disowning their sins.

A sinner is somebody who still enjoys the sin and is does not want to give it up. They love darkness more than light. They do not want to repent and confess” End of Article
Quotes from The General Handbook of Instructions 2006

Handbook Page 94: “At times formal discipline is the only way to help a transgressor repent, to protect the innocent, or to safeguard the purity and good name of the church. A presiding officer who is unwilling to proceed in such cases is not fulfilling his responsibilities as a common judge.”

Handbook Page 91: “God does not overlook sin and His servants cannot ignore evidence of serious transgression. Stake Presidents, bishops…are called and set apart to be judges in Israel.” (See D&C 107:72-74) 

Handbook Page 96: “When a disciplinary Council may be necessary “Serious Transgression-Formal Church discipline may be necessary for any member
Who commits a serious transgression as defined” (See Below) 

Handbook Page 96: “As used here serious transgression is defined as a deliberate and major offence against morality. It includes (but is not limited to) attempted murder, rape, forcible sexual abuse, spouse abuse, intentional serious physical injury, adultery, fornication, homosexual relations, deliberate abandonment of family responsibilities, robbery, burglary, theft, (receiving stolen goods), embezzlement, sale of illegal drugs, fraud, perjury, and false swearing”

Handbook Page 158: “The Lord’ law of moral conduct is abstinence from sexual relations outside of lawful marriage and fidelity within marriage. Sexual relations are proper only between husband and wife, expressed within the bonds of marriage. Adultery, fornication, homosexuality, or lesbian relations, and every other unholy, unnatural, or impure practice are sinful. Members who violate the Lord’s law of moral conduct or who influence others to do so are subject to church discipline.” 
Correspondence on this subject

I sent the following letters to leaders of the Church enclosing a brief study on the subject of Serious Transgression in the Church including some of the scriptures quoted above:
Elder Dallin H. Oaks

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                                       3 May 2005

Dear Elder Oaks,

I am grateful for the forthright messages you give at General Conference and the abundant use of the scriptures in your talks. When I first became Bishop, I noticed in the clerk’s filing cabinet an article by you dated the 3rd April 1992 addressed to General Authorities on the subject of church discipline. In your opening remarks you state: 

“In 1989 we published the new General Handbook of Instructions. One of the most significantly revised portions was the chapter on church discipline …Local leaders were given greater flexibility to follow the guidance of the Spirit in the sensitive and far-reaching exercise of church discipline…unfortunately what has been most influential on some leaders is the informal idea that across the whole range of issues involving church discipline, we are supposed to be more lenient… Some have the idea that they are supposed to look the other way on serious transgressions that used to be the subject of significant discipline…. the total number of excommunications and disfellowshipments in the 3 years following the new handbook declined sharply from the level of the 3 years preceding…..We know this trend is of great concern to General Authorities since many of you have spoken to us about it.” 

Elder Oaks my observation is that this trend of leniency has continued to the point that there are now many on the membership records that are less active and committing serious transgression without the appropriate action being taken by priesthood leadership. 
In taking no action priesthood leaders may well be offending the Lord:

“And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not, ye shall bring before the church, and do with him as the scripture saith unto you, either by commandment or by revelation.  And this ye shall do that God may be glorified, not because ye forgive not, having not compassion, but that ye many be justified in the eyes of the law, that ye may not offend him who is your Lawgiver.  Verily I say, for this cause ye shall do these things.” D&C 64:12-14

The Lord clearly states that leaders are not justified if they fail to take the appropriate action:
“And now behold, I, the Lord, say unto you that ye are not justified, because these things are among you.” D&C 63:19 (See v 14 refers to adulterers and adulteresses) 

Maybe this is one reason why the church has generally been struggling to make progress in England in recent years. I get the impression that many priesthood leaders in this country try to regulate the church as if it were a department of the Health and Social Security Office instead of the Kingdom of God which has laws to obey. 

It would appear that generally an attitude prevails that no action should be taken against those who do not attend church but who are in serious transgression. Consequently, while we tend to bring to justice the active members the less active seem to be left to continue as members of the Kingdom of God without any form of disciplinary action. 

The society in which we live is now so perverse that when members are not committed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they often become involved in serious transgression such as living with partners without marriage. This is now becoming a norm in our society. 

When I became Bishop, I commenced to visit all the members of the ward that were less active to inquire into their circumstances. We had previously had 100 members transferred to our unit from ............ 2nd Ward of whom 30 were active. I found eight couples who had been living in cohabitation for several years without any action being taken. Many who were single admitted to having casual affairs and were unprepared to commit to live the law of chastity. Several members had been previously disfellowshipped without any review of their situation for many years. (Up to 17 years in one case) This is besides those who had previously requested their names be removed from the records, but no action had been taken. I do not believe my ward is any different to others in the United Kingdom.

Amongst the less active I have dealt with most of the sins of society including rape, child abuse, fornication, adultery, homosexuality, drug taking, theft, alcoholism, and neglect. Many of the less active who are very much part of the world, do not recognize their transgression and are therefore not prepared to make any commitment to change. 

To make sure I was proceeding correctly as a Bishop I decided to make a brief study of this subject to know what direction I should take in respect of the serious transgressions with which I was faced. I enclose the results of this study which was for my own personal use. The message from the scriptures and the leaders of the church is plain and direct in what the Lord expects His local priesthood leaders to do in respect of serious sins.

The scriptures teach that those who are mature enough to be responsible for their own actions have certain obligations whether they attend church or not. The Lord defines who He regards as His church:  “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me; therefore he is not of my church.” D&C 10:67-68

Every system needs a cleaning mechanism to continue to be effective. Our physical bodies have an efficient way of removing waste to remain healthy. Our houses and communities require the ‘litter and waste’ removing so the system does not get clogged up. The pistons in an engine occasionally require a decoke to continue effective. Nature has its own way of cleansing by removing dead animals and birds.
Should the Kingdom of God be any different? The Lord has said:  “Again, the kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.” Matthew 13:47-48

I have a testimony that these things are true and that the Lord will bless his people when they follow correct principles as indicated in the Book of Mosiah:
“And it came to pass that Alma did regulate all the affairs of the church; and they began again to have peace and to prosper exceedingly in the affairs of the church, walking circumspectly before God, receiving many, and baptizing many” Mosiah 26:37 (see v14-37)  

I wish to emphasize in these remarks that I am only referring to continuous serious transgression amongst the less active, and not to minor trespasses such as breaking ‘The Word of Wisdom’. Also I realize the emphasis should first be on reclaiming the individual by encouraging them to take the steps of repentance. 

Obviously tolerance and understanding needs to be shown to our young people who are growing up amidst great temptation. Without doubt many of them make mistakes, but with patience and effort most of them can be helped back onto their spiritual feet. This in my opinion is the most gratifying part of the calling of a bishop.
I have found that active members who make mistakes usually recognize the seriousness of their transgression and can be helped through the steps of repentance. The Handbook of Instructions, especially with the emphasis on the use of probation is very useful in this regard, and as a result I have personally not found it necessary to excommunicate any member who wishes to remain active in the church. 

For the church to continue to move forward in the United Kingdom I believe it is essential that the appropriate action be taken as defined by the scriptures and leaders of the church in respect of serious transgression. I would very much appreciate your comments on this subject. In particular I would really appreciate a forthright general conference talk on this subject and I feel that you are the ideal person to do this.

With Best Wishes

Bishop Malcolm Twigg
I enclosed a brief “study on the subject of serious transgression in the church”
I received the following Reply from Elder Oaks

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

                                              The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

                                      47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1200

                                                                        26 May 2005

Dear Bishop, Twigg:

Thank you for your valuable letter of May 13. I have read this with interest and agreement, and your attached “brief study on the subject of serious transgression in the church” with the same emotions. I am taking the liberty of sharing your letter with President Hillam of the Europe West Area, since I think it will be useful to him and his counselors.

Sincerely 

Dallin H. Oaks 

DHO/mm cc: Elder Harold G. Hillam

Letter to Elder Boyd K Packer 2006

Elder Boyd K Packer

President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, 

Utah 84150-1200, U.S.A                   

31 May 2006

Dear Elder Packer

I hope this letter finds you in good health. Back in 1971 whilst serving a mission in London with President B… as the Mission President I wrote to you with my concerns over inappropriate activities within the mission. You replied advising that the Mission President was called by inspiration and it was my duty to sustain him. 

Subsequently when President B…. returned home he became subject to church discipline and I later received a letter from the President of the Church advising that all study material should be destroyed. Some things concerned me on the mission such as the stealing of anti-Mormon books from libraries and the many ‘flog’ baptisms that took place. In fact, in one instance I refused to attend the baptism of my own investigators because I realized they were not ready for this sacred ordinance and were being pushed into the church to satisfy baptismal goals. Needless to say they went less-active like so many at that time who were confirmed members of the Church.
I received the impression then and this has been reinforced since that the rank and file of the Church are not listened to with their real, sincere concerns if they express anything negative. I have wondered whether this is simply because the correct mechanisms are not in place and the burden therefore is just too great for those holding the Priesthood Keys. 
If something is being genuinely pointed out that is not right within the Kingdom of God, it should not be treated with disdain. There are for example enough experienced High Priests who can be called to assist, investigate, and report back to those who hold the keys in order that they can make a proper judgment. Why would we ever want error and wrong judgment to persist when light and truth originate with our Saviour Jesus Christ? 
In recent years you have taught plainly that we now live in a world of increasing wickedness. I believe this wickedness is having an increasing effect upon members of the Church especially the less active in England. From my personal experience I have found that many who are less active in the Lord’s Kingdom are now living in serious transgression. 
When I became Bishop in 2002, I found amongst the less-active eight members living with their partner without marriage. There were other serious transgressions that had to be dealt with, including rape, abuse, adultery, and much fornication amongst single members. We even had one member who was a drug addict, who years earlier had seduced a young missionary elder. He was sent home and yet no action had been taken against her. Some members had previously asked for their names to be removed without any action taken by local leaders. There were several dangerous schizophrenics who had obviously been talked into joining the church when they were on a high. 
There were a number who also had to be added to the lost members file because there address was no longer known. In all out of a comparatively small ward of less than 250 members over a quarter had to be looked into. I do not believe this ward is any different to others in the United Kingdom. A work colleague from the Billingham Stake mentioned that in his stake it is policy that no action is to be taken against the less active who are in serious transgression. I sincerely believe that this approach is now prevalent throughout the church in this country. 

I cannot agree with this state of affairs in the Kingdom of God upon the earth today and I am sure it is not pleasing to the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who hold Priesthood keys are responsible for the absence of clear direction in maintaining the integrity of the Lord’s Kingdom. By saying nothing or not giving emphasis leaders become culpable through the sin of omission. 
It states in D&C 107:33 that “The Twelve are…..to build up the church and regulate all the affairs of the same in all nations” The dictionary definition of regulate is ‘to control by means of rules’. Alma in the Book of Mormon had a similar problem to resolve in his day in regulating the affairs of the Church. What did the Lord direct him to do?

“Now I say unto you go; and whosoever will not repent of his sins the same shall not be numbered among my people; and this shall be observed from this time forward.  And whosoever repented of their sins and did confess them, them he did number among the people of the church; and those that would not confess their sins and repent of their iniquity, the same were not numbered among the people of the church, and their names were blotted out.  And it came to pass that Alma did regulate all the affairs of the church; and they began again to have peace and to prosper exceedingly in the affairs of the church, walking circumspectly before God, receiving many, and baptizing many.” Mosiah 26:32, 35-37 See also Alma 1:24; 3rd Nephi 18:31; Moroni 6:7; Moroni 7:39
Again Alma explains in what condition the membership records should be maintained

“And now I say unto you, all you that are desirous to follow the voice of the Good Shepherd, come ye out from the wicked, and be ye separate, and touch not their unclean things; and behold, their names shall be blotted out, that the names of the wicked shall not be numbered among the names of the righteous, that the word of God may be fulfilled, which saith: The names of the wicked shall not be mingled with names of my people.” Alma 5:57 see also Alma 6:3
In regulating the Church surely, we need to follow the direction of the scriptures:

Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a law to be my law to govern my church; and he that doeth according to these things shall be saved, and he that doeth them not shall be damned if he so continue. D&C 42:59-60 see D&C 20:80
What do the scriptures teach on the subject of maintaining membership whilst in serious transgression (not minor incursions) without any intention of repentance? There are so many references, but I will quote a few of significance:

“He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you.” D&C 41:5
“Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures. He that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out.” D&C 42:28 see v 20-26

“Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the church, except he repent and mend his ways.”  D&C 75:29
In taking no action priesthood leaders are offending the Lord:

“And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not, ye shall bring before the church, and do with him as the scripture saith unto you, either by commandment or by revelation.  And this ye shall do that God may be glorified, not because ye forgive not, having not compassion, but that ye many be justified in the eyes of the law, that ye may not offend him who is your Lawgiver.  Verily I say, for this cause ye shall do these things.” D&C 64:12-14
The Lord clearly states that we are not justified if we fail to take the appropriate action: 

“And now behold, I, the Lord, say unto you that ye are not justified, because these things are among you.” D&C 63:19 (See v 14 refers to adulterers and adulteresses)
The Lord has clearly defined who He regards as His Church: -

“Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me; therefore he is not of my church.” D&C 10:67-68
Are we willing to follow the instructions of the Lord Jesus Christ “not only to say but to do according to that which I have written” (D&C 84:57)? 

It is obvious from the above scriptures that the Kingdom of God should remain clean no matter what the state of the world. I get the impression that many priesthood leaders in this country try to regulate the church as if it were a department of the Health and Social Security Office instead of the Lord’s Kingdom which has laws to obey. It would appear that generally an attitude prevails that no action should be taken against those who do not attend church but who are in serious transgression. Consequently, while we tend to bring to justice the active members the less active seem to be left to continue as members without any form of disciplinary action. Recently I asked a single adult who had trespassed why he had stopped attending church, he replied ‘If I don’t attend, they won’t take action against me.’

Every system needs a cleaning mechanism to continue to be effective. Our physical bodies have an efficient way of removing waste to remain healthy. Our houses and communities require the litter and waste removing so the system does not get clogged up. Nature has its own way of cleansing by removing dead animals and birds. Should the Kingdom of God be any different? 
I realize the emphasis should first be on reclaiming the individual by encouraging them to take the steps of repentance. Obviously great tolerance and understanding should also be shown to our young people who are growing up amidst great temptation. 

Growth and numbers are important but so also is the sanctification (quality) of the Church. In preparation for Zion and the Second Coming the Lord has said:  “But first let my army become very great and let it be sanctified before me” D&C 105:34 
Sanctification has a close association with cleansing the iniquity from amongst us. “Purge ye out the iniquity which is among you; sanctify yourselves before me” D&C: 43:11 
I have no hesitation in stating that in the aspect of maintaining order, cleanliness and discipline within the church today those who responsible for the regulation of the Church are failing in their duty. Please do not take any personal offence in the contents of this letter as you are greatly loved and respected by all faithful saints.

With Best Wishes

Malcolm E. Twigg

I received the following reply from Elder Packer

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1200

June 23, 2006

Dear Bishop, Twigg:

Thank you for your interesting and thoughtful letter. The issues you have been thinking about are always a concern to us as well.

Thank you for your service as a Bishop. With good wishes and blessings to you and your family

Sincerely

Boyd K. Packer
The State of the Membership Records in One Small Ward

The following is a list of the reasons why some members in one small ward had their names removed from the records of the church, or were excommunicated or placed on the lost sheep file. This action all happened within a 3-year period due to extensive visits. 
N=Name Removed Ex= Excommunicated L= Lost Sheep File
Female age 66- less active-came out to church to ask for her name removed- Did not believe in Jesus Christ and felt a hypocrite- had been visited regularly-N
Female age 23-less active-has child out of wedlock-admitted to additional affairs since –would not commit to live law of chastity in future-Ex

Female age 53-less active-transferred from another ward -Joined as young teen without parents’ permission to be part of ‘church youth club’- Not attended for forty years-wanted name removed-N 

Asylum seeker baptised- failed asylum- sent to detention centre removed-L

Asylum seeker-new convert transferred from Meltham without an address-L

Asylum seeker-new convert -baptised in Meltham transferred without any forwarding address-L

Male 45 less active- had previously asked for name removed but no action taken. N     

Female age 35-less active had been disfellowshipped for 13 years without being reviewed- She wanted no contact with the church and wanted name removed-Ex     

Female age 43-less active- had denied to the previous bishop of having physical relationship with a man living with her. She now admitted the relationship has no desire to be active-Ex   

Female age71-less active-had joined and attended Baptist church-had previously walked out on her husband when he was dying wanted name removed-N

Female age 20-less active- wrong address-Contacted eventually. Not visited for several years. Wanted no contact with the church and asked for name to be removed. Mother had been previously excommunicated. Tried to persuade otherwise-N   

Female age 35 less active would never answer door-forcibly removed from her property for not paying rent-address unknown-L

Male age 23-less active- joined as 16 year old without parents’ permission. Active for one week had no contact since and wanted no further contact. Asked for name removed N

Female age 22-had been active- a student who had an affair at work with an Asian Moslem married man with four children He left his wife. Continued relationship - Ex

Female age 37-less active- a member for four years but active only a few weeks-having a relationship outside of marriage. Would not change- Ex

Female age 72-less active attending regularly church of England never active in last 40 years since baptism in 1963. Wanted her name removed-N

Female age 56-less active was a baseball baptism at age13 joined with her brother. Never been to church for 43 years would never answer door in past to members wanted name removed--N

Female age 62-less active-had been disfellowshipped for eleven years-still in same circumstance- wanted name removed-Ex

Female age 21-less active- had been active in younger teenage years-became pregnant and decided to live with boyfriend-Ex

Male age 53-less active-baptised at eleven- not been active for last 42 years. Would not have visits-asked for name removed N

Female age 57 –less active-no address no one to contact-not attended for twenty years- name submitted to lost sheep file-L Male age 58-less active husband of above- sent to lost sheep file-L

Male age 36-less active-un-ordained-not been to church since mother excommunicated 25 years ago-lives with girlfriend-no desire to change-Ex

Male age 56- less active-baseball baptism-at age 15 not been to church for forty years- would not have home teachers-had wanted his name taken off for years-N

Female age 44-less active-had not been at this address for years. No one knew any contacts or whereabouts-sent to the lost sheep file-L

Female age 34-less active-not lived at this address for years-no contacts-L

Female age28-less active – member 2 years-living with partner out of marriage Ex

Male age 30-less active-living with girl without marriage- had two children- Ex

Male age 47-less active for over 30 years-wants no contact with the church-admitted several relationships without marriage-Ex

Female age 33-less active-divorced-now living with partner outside of marriage-Ex

Male age16- Unbaptized-blessed without parent’s permission by grandmother-N

Male age 37-less active-was never active-not been for eighteen years- un-ordained-does not want contact with church-now an alcoholic-asked for his name removed-N

Male age 32-less active-baptised at 12-unordained- now living with partner with two children without marriage-would not change – Ex

Male age 52-elder-reactivated after serious transgression of adultery with a married woman- then fell back again-then asked for his name removed-N

Male age 65-unordained-never active after baptism-not interested in contact with church-loses temper-learning difficulties-asked for name removed-N

Male age 38-Deacon-obtained address-living with partner without marriage-thought he had already been excommunicated-no interest in contact or changing-Ex

Male age 57-less active for 45 years-Deacon- moved address. Refused to give forwarding address-no alternative but to place on lost sheep file-L

Male age 26-Jewish-German-Returned missionary who settled in town- went back to Jewish faith- previously had requested his name removed-N

Female age 25-less active-convert only active for a short time-now living with boyfriend-Ex

Female age 50-less active-moved to Italy does not want contact with the church-N

Male -age 22-less active-was disfellowshipped- several serious transgressions since, including extensive crimes, pregnant girlfriend had an abortion-Ex

Female age 38-less active-left husband to live with another priesthood holder Ex

Female age 42-less active-not lived at this address for years-sent to lost sheep file-L 
Female age 18-less active daughter of Julie above-sent to lost sheep file-L

Male age 43-less active no address-no contact for years-lost sheep file-L

Female age 37-less active moved to Bradford to live with a man without marriage Ex

Female age 23-less active-anti-church- pregnant-would not consider marriage-does not like father of child-openly disrespectful about church-Ex

Male age 38-less active-not had contact with home teachers for twenty years- not interested-living with woman twenty years his senior without marriage-Ex

Female age 37-less active-not interested in any contact with church-N

Male age 50-less active-not been to church for forty years-asked for no home-teachers then requested name to be removed-N

Male-age 33-less active-been disfellowshipped for 17 years-in relationship outside of marriage-unwilling to change situation-Ex

Female age 53-less active-moved into area- moved again lost sheep-L son age 24-less active-son of above-lost sheep-L

Male aged 24 returned missionary-practising homosexual-many partners-stake Ex

Female age 41-less active-keeps moving-lost address-informed she was living with lesbian partner but cannot trace whereabouts-lost sheep-L daughter-age 11-daughter of above Mary-lost sheep-L son age15-less active-son of Mary-lost sheep-L

Male age34-less active-house knocked down-no contacts-lost sheep-L

Male age 29-elder-asked for name removed after sent home from mission-N later re-baptised- then through numerous serious transgressions Ex

Female age 39-less active- active a short time- lives with partner no marriage-Ex

Female age 34-less active-had previously seduced a missionary who was excommunicated and sent home-no action taken against her-had affairs since- into drugs and neglects children-had much welfare help from ward-Ex

Male age 44- alcoholic-involved in serious transgression- denied- wanted name removed N

Male age 38-less active-living with girlfriend without marriage-Ex

Male age 36-less active-left his wife-adultery-not been active since first year of baptism-Ex

Male age 32-less active- Schizophrenic-talks of nothing but sex when visited by home teachers-admits to going with prostitutes-not safe for members to be with-Ex

Male-transferred from another ward-contacted by telephone-but refuses to give his address-L

Female age 66-less active-joined as teenager at age 13 not attended for over 50 years- When asked about membership stated had no intention of coming back-N

Female age 68-less active for 45 years-asked for name removed-N

Female age 40-less active-Schizophrenic-threatened members with police if we visit again- also warned by relatives that she can be dangerous using a knife-N

Female age 28-less active-never attended-since baptism in 1993-moved contacted all family members-no address-L

Female age 66-less active-never been since baptism in 1968-actually regretted her baptism-fully active in Methodist church-she was pleased to have name off-N

Female (2) age 37-less active-does not want further contact with the church-had several affairs-asked for name removed along with 12 year old daughter- N

Male age 23 less-active member 2 years. Wants no contact and asked for name to be removed-N

Female age 16-less active-baptised as 12 year old asylum seeker-moves frequently L

Male age 63-semi active-priest-starting living with another members wife-Ex
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