5 Million or 16 million Faithful Members of the Church (2021)
Introduction

This study is about activity rates in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Membership numbers include both active and less active-faithful and unfaithful. This is referred to in articles as either Actual or Raw membership numbers. 
When membership statistics are published it includes all who are on the records of the church whether active participants or non-participants. The Church does not produce figures separately for those who attend, partake of the sacrament and are striving to keep their covenants. Sacrament attendance figures are not officially released by the church.
The Lord declares who are His covenant people, His Saints, His Church: 

D&C 10:67-68: “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me; therefore, he is not of my church.”

Being repentant and coming unto the Saviour through the ordinances of the gospel such as the sacrament is essential to be regarded by the Lord as part of His Church. 

President Ezra T. Benson used the above scripture in one of His statements in 1989: 
“In the usual sense of the term, church membership means that a person has his or her name officially recorded on the membership records of the Church. By that definition, we have more than six million members of the Church. But the Lord defines a member of His kingdom in quite a different way. In 1828, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, He said, “Behold, this is my doctrine—whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church.” (D&C 10:67). To Him whose Church this is, membership involves far more than simply being a member of record.” Ensign Oct 1989 First Presidency Message 
President Benson then sets out in detail what principles are required in members lives to be truly part of the Lord’s Church. He then closes his remarks by stating:
“If we will strive to incorporate these principles (faith and repentance) into our lives and implement them on a daily basis, we shall then qualify to be called members of the Church of Jesus Christ. As true members, we have claim to His promise: “Whosoever is of my church, and endureth of my church to the end, him will I establish upon my rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against them” Ensign Oct 1989 First Presidency Message 

A true disciple of Jesus Christ is a member who is striving to live the Law of God:  

D&C 41:5: “He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you” 

The Lord has clearly stated in scripture the conditions upon which individuals are acceptable to Him. He has given the following pattern to identify the worthy: 

D&C 52:14-19: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations-wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh whose spirit is contrite (repentant), whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances…….and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you. And again, he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me. Wherefore by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under Heaven” 

It is therefore essential to be actively participating in the ordinances of the Gospel such as the Sacrament to be accepted of God as a member of His Church. (Exceptions to this could include mental capacity, other health and age related challenges) 
The scriptures teach that the exercise of Faith in Jesus Christ should be essential to be “numbered among the people of His Church”

Moroni stated: “But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have faith in Christ because of your meekness; for it ye have not faith in Him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of His church.” Moroni 7:39.
The following articles indicate that the number of participating members bears no reflection to the actual membership figures declared by the church in its statistical report each year: 

Articles on Membership Numbers: Actual or Raw

‘What do Raw Membership Figures Actually Mean?’                                  By David Stewart-June 2003
“When examining raw LDS membership statistics, we should remember what the official membership numbers actually measure, and what they do not measure. While many denominations have clear performance-based definitions of what constitutes a member (Jehovah's Witnesses -- a baptized individual who participates regularly in proselytism; Adventists -- enrolled, active Sabbath School members, etc.), it is much more difficult to define exactly what LDS membership statistics represent. LDS membership statistics have no obligatory correlation to activity or even religious self-identification of members as Latter-day Saints. I am personally acquainted with many examples where church attendance remained stagnant or actually declined in various nations in spite of considerable increases in membership numbers "on paper”.
“Because of the combination of the practices of continuing to count as members those who go inactive or never become active in church after baptism, even when their location is unknown, and widespread quick-baptize techniques leading to inactivity of the majority of converts shortly after baptism, significant growth in raw membership figures is frequent even when actual member participation remains stagnant or experiences only modest increase. 

In reporting raw membership data, the Church makes no claims about member activity rates. With only 30-35% of raw membership figures reflecting actual active members of any age, official LDS membership statistics must be interpreted with caution, and should not be considered to be reflective of the actual strength or commitment of church members in the absence of activity rates or other performance-based data. 
Population-based studies consistently demonstrate that only a fraction of those on LDS membership rolls even identify the LDS Church as their faith of preference. No large sociologic study based on objective parameters, whether actual church attendance, religious self-identification, or otherwise, has come close to substantiating meaningful LDS membership figures anywhere close to the raw numbers cited on official reports. Because of the fractional relationship between self-identified and participating membership and official figures, official membership figures should not be considered to be reliable indicators of the actual strength of the LDS Church in any given area without careful investigation and documentation of local activity rates.” 

Example of Actual Membership versus Raw Membership
Chile membership statistics on 1 Mar 2010
   
“The 2002 Chilean census reported that 103,735 Chileans over age fifteen (0.92 percent of the population) identified themselves as Mormons or Latter-day Saints. In spite of strong encouragement from the pulpit to LDS members to identify their religious affiliation on the census, just fewer than 20 percent of the 520,202 individuals claimed on official LDS membership rolls identified themselves as Latter-day Saints .…… Brigham Young University professor Ted Lyon, who served as a Chilean mission president and the president of the Chilean Missionary Training Center, noted that of the nominal 535,000 Latter-day Saints in Chile, only 57,000 attend church on an average week. More Latter-day Saints attend church each week in Provo, Utah, than in the entire nation of Chile." END 
This was recognised as a problem by church leaders and President Gordon B Hinckley sent apostle Elder Jeffrey R Holland to Chile in 2002 on a mission to sort out the problem.  The following was reported in the Salt Lake Tribune:
“Holland got off the plane running. He met all nine mission presidents, nearly 2,000 missionaries and all stake presidents, and examined every aspect of the system to see how it could be improved. Eventually, he reduced the number of stakes (like a diocese) from a little more than 100 to 74. He revised policy to insist that converts attend church three weeks in succession. He encouraged the missionaries to focus for 25 hours a week on bringing back the inactive members while slowing down in their baptisms. He told them they were responsible for the people they baptized for the rest of their lives. ''We need to teach toward establishing the church, not just adding numbers," Holland told them. "Look past the baptismal font.'' By Peggy Fletcher Stack The Salt Lake Tribune Published April 1, 2006
The SLT also reports in the same article these numbers for the church in Chile
535,000: Members on the LDS Church rolls
200,000: Names in the "Lost Addresses" file
120,000: People who identified themselves as Mormons on the 2002 Chilean census
57,000: Average attendance at sacrament meeting, nationwide                                    

Source: Ted Lyon, Brigham Young University specialist on Latin America
Elder Holland states: "Every LDS general authority is aware of the challenges that skyrocketing church growth has created in Latin America in the past 20 years. The list includes a large percentage of LDS converts who initially embraced the faith and then fell away shortly thereafter...We know we have the baptisms. We want to make sure we have the church growing proportionately in strength right along with it." 

Part of the problem was the 2-hour baptisms that operated in Chile. 
2-hour Baptisms in Chile

Dr. Ted Lyon has served as a BYU Professor, LDS Mission President, LDS MTC President, and is currently serving as the Temple President in Santiago, Chile. (2007) These are some of his remarks from the podcast “Tough lessons from LDS missionary work in South America November 2007 

“In July1996 he was called as President of a mission in Chile. As he was driving from the airport to the mission home the two assistants said the mission was doing really well. They had 462 baptisms last month most of which were 2 hr baptisms. President Lyon asked the missionaries to explain. They said that we met people and try to get them baptized within two hours. All missionaries had keys to the chapel and some baptisms took place very late at night. President asked them about their understanding of the need for repentance before baptism. They replied that after they receive the Holy Ghost it will help them to repent! Most of those baptized were street people, children, unemployed and uneducated, people of the lowest willpower.

Brother Lyon said that there were 545000 members in Chile but only 58000 go to church which is 11.5%. He said this percentage was typical of South America as a whole. He further explained that 250,000 people had been baptized in the last 15 years but sacrament attendance had only increased by 2000. There were now 210,000 members on the lost records file even though it was easy to trace addresses. Some missionaries had even baptized fictitious people to satisfy the pressure for numbers from the Mission President.” 
Trends in International Convert Retention
By David Stewart-June 2003 - www.cumorah.com/ 

“Sociologist Armand Mauss states that "75 percent of foreign [LDS] converts are not attending church within a year of conversion. In the United States, 50 percent of the converts fail to attend after a year."  This post-baptismal attrition is heavily front-loaded, and Elder Dallin H. Oaks notes that "among those converts who fall away, attrition is sharpest in the two months after baptism." Missionaries at the MTC report being told that up to 80% of inactivity occurs within two months of baptism. It is concerning that the areas with the most rapid numerical membership increase -- Latin America and the Philippines -- are also the areas with the lowest convert retention. 

Elder Holland confirmed that combating low activity and convert retention rates is a major goal of his assignment in Chile. 
The same is undoubtedly true of Elder Oaks' assignment to the Philippines, as demonstrated by the crisis rates of convert loss noted in the BYU Newsnet article cited above. (Deseret News article dated October 13, 2002)  (A recent BYU Newsnet article on the Church in the Philippines quotes senior missionary Dave Brinsfield: "Out of the 49,000 converts who joined the church in 2001 and 2002, only 1,000 remain active.")
Brazil Mystery: Case of the Missing Mormons (913,045 of them, to be exact) Published July 16, 2012, Salt Lake Tribune Peggy Fletcher Stack
“The Brazilian government believes there are far fewer Mormons in the country than the LDS Church does. The 2010 Brazilian census found that 225,695 people identified as Latter-day Saints whereas the LDS Church reported 1,138,740 members in Brazil in 2010. 
"These findings indicate that self-identified Latter-day Saints on the census account for only 20 percent of total membership officially reported by the church in Brazil," writes Matt Martinich, an independent LDS researcher. "Furthermore, the percent of official LDS membership self-affiliating as Latter-day Saint on the census has declined over the past decade." 
In 2000, the census reported 199,645 Latter-day Saints, or 26 percent of Mormon membership reported for that year (775,822) by the Utah-based Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. To Martinich, who lives in Colorado Springs, the "most concerning finding" was about the LDS Church's growth rate. The church reported that Brazilian "membership increased by 362,918 members between 2000 and 2010 yet the censuses for these two years indicate a mere 26,050 increase in self-identified Latter-day Saints," Martinich wrote on his blog. "In other words, the increase in census-reported Latter-day Saints was only 7 percent of the membership increase reported by the church." The numbers were "surprising," Martinich said in a phone interview. "The church has experienced such steady congregational and stake growth over the last decade, especially the past five years." That's a trend the LDS Church noted as well.

In the past 30 years, the Brazilian census has revealed that the percentage of Protestants in the population jumped from 6.6 percent to 22.2 percent. It is clear, Martinich said, that the LDS Church continues to have "significant convert-retention issues in Brazil.” END 
Growth of LDS Stakes-A Measure of Real Growth
by David Stewart-June 2003- www.cumorah.com 

“In the 1980 Ensign, growth was projected from 4,625,000 members in 1980 to 11,142,000 members in 2000 and from 1,190 stakes in 1980 to 3,600 in 2000. While the number of members in 2000 came very close to the projected value, there were only 2,602 LDS stakes worldwide at the end of 2002. In other words, 2,410 new stakes were projected, but only 1,412 stakes were formed. Of all of the basic indicators used to describe church growth -- convert baptisms, total members, units, stakes, etc. -- the number of stakes is the only indicator with any obligatory relationship to actual member participation or activity. 
Baptized converts may fall away and branches can be formed with only a handful of participating members, but stakes cannot be formed without a requisite number of active Melchizedek Priesthood holders. While significant growth did occur from 1980 to 2000, we can find little consolation in the number of "paper members" when the one number tied firmly to actual member participation -- the number of stakes created -- fell far short of projections. Significant LDS growth still did occur in this period, although the "real" growth is much more modest than what was anticipated. Little growth in stakes has occurred recently, with a net of only 58 new stakes being formed in the last 3 years combined.”
He further stated: “There were 283,138 convert baptisms for the whole church in the year 2002 but there was a decline in the number of total stakes by five (The first decline since 1857). There were fifty-nine new wards and branches in 2002 the lowest since 1950. Where did all the new converts go? By assessing new stakes at approximately 3,000 members and new wards at 300 this number of converts along with the natural growth should produce at least 100 new stakes and 1000 new wards a year.” “Trends in L.D.S. Growth on Activity Rates”  

LDS Church Growth, Member Activity, and Convert Retention: Review and Analysis

Chapter: IV-06: Member Activity and Convert Retention a/a
“In the "Vital Statistics" article of the Encyclopaedia of Mormonism, Dr. Tim Heaton cites internal church data: "Attendance at sacrament meeting varies substantially. Canada, the South Pacific, and the United States average between 40 percent and 50 percent. Europe and Africa average about 35 percent. Asia and Latin America have weekly attendance rates of about 25 percent."[1]

For clarity, Dr. Heaton cites data as representing the average attendance at sacrament meeting as a percentage of membership. These figures do not appear to include "lost address file members," as sacrament meeting attendance rates are calculated based on total congregational membership, whereas lost address file members are not included in congregational rolls. When "lost address file" members are included in the denominator of total membership, weekly attendance rates as a percentage of total membership would be further diluted by our conservative estimate of the lost address file comprising 10% of total North American membership and 30% of membership in the developing world.
 Other data, such as former Chilean MTC president Ted Lyon's statement noting that only 57,000 of the nominal 535,000 Latter-day Saints in Chile at the time attended church on an average week,[2] support the conclusion that the Encyclopaedia of Mormonism weekly sacrament attendance data do not include "lost address file" members in the denominator.

In one recent General Conference, the Church of Jesus Christ was described not only as being prolific, but also as retaining and keeping active "a higher percentage of our members" than any other major church of which the speaker was aware.[5] This statement seems to reflect limited awareness of other denominations rather than any documentable accomplishments of the LDS faith. Studies investigating church growth through independent parameters document that real LDS growth is modest, with high attrition. Christian researcher George Barna issued the stunning declaration: "Turnover in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints appears to be the highest of any church in the U.S."(6)
Sociologist Armand Mauss stated that "75 percent of foreign [LDS] converts are not attending church within a year of conversion. In the United States, 50 percent of the converts fail to attend after a year."[7] This postbaptismal attrition is heavily front-loaded. Elder Dallin H. Oaks noted that "among those converts who fall away, attrition is sharpest in the two months after baptism,"[8] and missionaries report being told in the MTC that up to 80 percent of inactivity occurs within two months of baptism. In some parts of Latin America, 30 to 40 percent of new converts do not even return to church after baptism to be confirmed. In contrast, Adventist News Network reported in 2001 that worldwide Seventh-day Adventist member retention rates had fallen from 81 percent in previous years to a still very impressive 78 percent at present.
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Statistics of Actual Member Activity Rates throughout the World

In his informative article “Trends in L.D.S. Growth” David Stewart gives many statistics regarding the percentage activity rates of church members in different parts of the world. He draws a distinction between ‘raw’ membership and ‘actual membership’ of the church. Actual membership refers to those who attend and renew their baptismal covenants. Raw membership includes all members whether attenders or non-attenders. The church very rarely publicises activity ratios but constantly uses raw membership figures to point to the growth of the church. 

In one missionary pamphlet given to investigators in the British Isles it states the number of members in the British Isles to be nearly 180,000. The actual or active membership of the church however is no more than 40,000 in less than fifty stakes. There are upwards of 20,000 on the lost file in the British Isles. This makes the activity rate for the British Isles less than 20% Following are a few excerpts from the article by David Stewart “Trends in L.D.S Growth on activity rates”. 
LDS Activity Rates 
“Trends in L.D.S Growth on activity rates” By David Stewart-June 2003
"Quality is never an accident. It is always the result of intelligent effort. There must be the will to produce a superior thing." John Ruskin 

Christ sent forth his disciples to "go and bring forth fruit... that your fruit should remain" (John 15:16). 
With this in mind, the number of Latter-day Saints who remain active in the Church may be more meaningful indicator of true progress than raw membership figures. Armand Mauss of Washington State University, perhaps the most well-known and widely respected LDS Sociologist, notes: "the key to the church's future growth will be at least as much a function of retention as conversion. While our numbers continue to grow, the rate at which we are creating new stakes has noticeably slowed down. That is a clear indication of a retention problem." 
While the Church makes no claims about member activity rates and no official reports of LDS activity rates are published, the Encyclopaedia of Mormonism notes: "Attendance at sacrament meeting varies substantially. Canada, the South Pacific, and the United States average between 40 percent and 50 percent. Europe and Africa average about 35 percent. Asia and Latin America have weekly attendance rates of about 25 percent." 
While various idiosyncratic definitions of activity exist, the definition of members attending church weekly is the simplest and most meaningful. However, rates calculated by dividing church attendance by total membership may over represent actual activity if non-member visitors, small children, and other attendees are counted regardless of membership status. 
By multiplying the number of members in each area by the fractional activity and summating the data, one comes up with a worldwide LDS activity rate of approximately 35%, or approximately 4 million of the 11.35 million members "on paper." This is very similar to estimates published by the Associate Press in April 2003: "While the church doesn't release statistics on church activity rates, some research suggests participation in the church is as low as 30 percent" For comparison, Adventist News Network reported in 2001 that worldwide Seventh-day Adventist member retention rates had fallen from 81% in previous years to a still very impressive 78% at present.

United States By David Stewart-June 2003- http://www.cumorah.com/  

Studies investigating church growth through relevant independent parameters document that "real" LDS growth is modest, with high attrition. The CUNY American Religious Identification Survey (ARIS) queried the self-identified religious affiliation of a large cohort of U.S. citizens in 1990 and 2001.55 The study found that the LDS Church had one of the highest turnover rates of any U.S. faith. Because of high turnover, the actual growth rate in the number of Americans identifying themselves as Latter-day Saints between 1990 and 2001 was found to be similar to the overall population growth rate, for a net real growth rate of close to zero………. From the data, the CUNY authors observe: "Some groups such as Mormons... appear to attract a large number of converts ('in-switchers'), but also nearly as large a number of apostates ('out-switchers').55 

Japan By David Stewart-June 2003- http://www.cumorah.com/ 

Jiro Numano, an experienced LDS leader in Japan and editor of a pro-LDS Japanese-language publication, analyses the seemingly impressive Japanese LDS membership figures published in official sources: "Several problems are not apparent from these favourable numbers.
First, the active membership of the church is only a fraction of the official membership. As recently as 1992, after forty-five years of post-war missionary effort, only 20,000 members could be counted as active out of a total membership of more than 87,000, or about 23 percent. Depending on how strict a definition one uses of 'active member,' the figure could range from 15 percent active, with a strict definition, to as much as 30 percent."6 Brother Numano continues: "I estimate 25 percent active as a realistic figure for the country in general. This means that three-fourths of church members in Japan are inactive, having nothing to do with the church.

A second problem is the decreasing rates in recent years both of baptisms themselves and of activity on the parts of new converts. As an illustration, although 50,000 people were baptized from 1978 through 1990 (including some children of members), the increase in active membership was only 10,000, with virtually no growth in Melchizedek priesthood holders. Since 1981, furthermore, attendance at sacrament meetings, priesthood meetings, and Relief Society meetings have all remained fairly level, despite thousands of new convert baptisms. In general, the growth in nominal membership has outstripped the growth in activity by either men or women." 

Europe By David Stewart-June 2003- www.cumorah.com 

European LDS activity rates appear to have fallen well below the older 35% figure cited in the Encyclopaedia of Mormonism. In "Issues in Writing European History and in Building the Church in Europe," William Decoo reports: "1996 estimated Church membership in Western Europe [is]...347,000 members representing 0.09 percent of the total population... about one out of four members is active. Our effective membership in Europe [including the UK is] ... about 87,000 or 0.02 percent." Gary Lobb writes that activity rates of members in large cities of Western Europe vary from 20 to 30 percent.

These data correlate well with my personal research gathered from travelling to twenty nations. 1999 data from mission offices, local members, and full-time missionaries document activity rates of 25% in the Czech Republic, 28% in Hungary, 20% in Estonia, and 20% in Poland. The 2001 Austrian census reports 2,236 citizens who identify the LDS Church as their faith of preference, compared to 3,889 members listed in the 2001-2002 LDS Church Almanac at year-end 1999 

New Zealand By David Stewart-June 2003- http://www.cumorah.com/ 

From 1991 to 2001, the official membership numbers in New Zealand demonstrate an 18.6% increase from 77,000 (year-end 1991) to 91,373 (year-end 2001). Over this same period, the number of individuals identifying themselves as Latter Day Saints or Mormons on the official New Zealand Census fell from 48,009 in 1991 to 41,166 in 1996 and 39,915 in 2001. Significantly, almost all regions of the country show this decline. 

Religious groups such as Pentecostals show increases during this same period on census reports. It is unlikely that any significant number of individuals identifying themselves as Latter-day Saints were not counted, as the 2001 survey allowed individuals to specify up to four religious affiliations and those reporting multiple affiliations were counted in each group. The significant decline in the percentage of individuals on LDS membership rolls reporting religious affiliation with the LDS Church from 62% in 1991 to 43.7% in 2001 suggests that over this period, the Church accumulated many nominal members but retained very few, and may even have experienced a net loss of previously-active members to other faith communities. 

Latin America by David Stewart-June 2003- http://www.cumorah.com/ 

Mexico, Brazil, and Chile -- the countries with the second, third, and fourth largest LDS populations in the world, respectively -- all demonstrate trends of low member activity rate and poor convert retention. 
A dire reality check was provided by the 2000 Mexican Census, as reported in the Arizona Republic: "'The current Mexican Mormon Church was established in 1961 and claims just under 850,000 members, Pratt said.' However, figures from  the 2000 Mexican census, based on self-reported data, place [self-identified] membership at 205,229." 
The LDS activity rate derived from a comparison of the 2000 Mexican Census to official membership data -- 24% -- is comparable to the 25% activity rate for Latin America cited in the Encyclopaedia of Mormonism, again with the caveat that religious self-identification does not necessarily imply church activity.
 In Brazil, Peggy Fletcher Stack reports: "According to several Brazilian leaders, the LDS activity rate here is between 25 percent and 35 percent. That means for every three or four converts, only one stays." 

Chilean census data released in March 2003 reports that 103,735 Chileans over 15 nationwide (0.92% of population) identified themselves as Mormons or Latter-day Saints on the 2002 census.  In spite of a strong nationwide Latter-day Saint campaign to encourage all members to identify their church membership on the national census, this represents only 19.94% of 520,202 individuals claimed on official LDS membership rolls for Chile.

Mark Grover, a BYU professor of Latin American Studies, is quoted in a Deseret News article by Tad Walch: "Grover said some scholars accuse the church of fraudulent membership numbers because of a wide gap between the number of people baptized and the number attending church." While the numbers published by the Church do represent actual convert baptisms or nominal children of record, one should be careful to recognize clearly that the relationship between raw membership and active membership is only fractional. 

The same article continues: "In April 1999, President Hinckley visited Chile and delivered a strong message to missionaries on their new area of focus. “The days are past, the days are gone, the days are no longer here when we will baptize hundreds of thousands of people in Chile and then they will drift away from the church,” President Hinckley said. “When you begin to count those who are not active, you are almost driven to tears over the terrible losses we have suffered in this nation.'"

Both of these accounts clearly recognize the rarely acknowledged problem of very poor LDS retention and activity rates in Latin America, which in large measure is a consequence of widespread quick-baptize techniques, pressure for baptismal numbers with little regard for retention, and poor-quality teaching of past years. 
Factors contributing to Low Natural LDS Growth Rates
By David Stewart-June 2003- http://www.cumorah.com/ 

“Many active international LDS members raise their children in part-member homes or inactive homes, while many others remain unmarried. The Encyclopaedia of Mormonism notes: 
"The percentage of adults in a temple marriage varies from about 45 percent in Utah to less than 2 percent in Mexico and Central America... For all of South America, with 2.25 million members, less than 1.8% of the total adult membership has been married in the temple." 
This is a significant finding, since approximately 35% of all LDS members live in Latin America. It is likely that the construction of many smaller temples throughout the world will positively impact temple marriage and sealing rates (and is likely already having a positive effect), although how much improvement will occur remains to be seen. Sociologist Tim Heaton notes that "Mexico saints have fewer children than the national average." 
Difficulty in generating new LDS families through temple marriages has been a chronic problem for the church, especially outside of North America, where many young people marry outside of the Church or remaining unmarried. Numbers of men and women baptized worldwide are nearly comparable, but women are significantly more likely than men to remain active after baptism.
Retention of Male and Female Members
David Stewart-June 2003 www.cumorah.com 

“While LDS membership is officially 47% male and 53% female, among active Latter-day Saints -- especially in areas of predominately convert-based growth -- the proportion of women is significantly higher, as is also the case with many other faiths. Of the Church in Brazil, a Salt Lake Tribune article states: 
"The wards and branches sometimes are like dysfunctional families, with overwhelming social needs and too few capable male volunteers to staff the all-male administration. Men make up less than one quarter of the converts and only a small percentage stay active long enough to fill administrative positions." 
In another article, Peggy Fletcher Stack quotes Bennion as stating that "one couple who returned from Quezon City in the Philippines in 1993 reported that only 30 percent of their mission's members were active, and 90 percent of the active members were female.” …………. Mauss further notes, "In order to form new stakes you have to have a certain number of active priesthood holders. If we cannot hold our new male converts around long enough to get the Melchizedek priesthood, we cannot create new stakes.”
Keeping Members, a Challenge for LDS Church 22 June 2006 SLT
“The claim that Mormonism is the fastest-growing faith in the world has been repeated so routinely by sociologists, anthropologists, journalists and proud Latter-day Saints as to be perceived as unassailable fact. The trouble is it isn't true. 

Today, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has more than 12 million members on its rolls, more than doubling its numbers in the past quarter-century. But since 1990, other faiths - Seventh-day Adventists, Assemblies of God and Pentecostal groups - have grown much faster and in more places around the globe. And most telling, the number of Latter-day Saints who are considered active churchgoers is only about a third of the total, or 4 million in the pews every Sunday, researchers say. 

For a church with such a large, dedicated missionary corps constantly seeking to spread its word, conversion numbers in recent years tell an unexpected story. According to LDS-published statistics, the annual number of LDS converts declined from a high of 321,385 in 1996 to 241,239 in 2004. In the 1990s, the church's growth rate went from 5 percent a year to 3 percent. 

By comparison, the Seventh-day Adventist Church reports it has added more than 900,000 adult converts each year since 2000 (an average growth of about 5 percent), bringing the total membership to 14.3 million. The Assemblies of God now claims more than 50 million members worldwide, adding 10,000 new members every day. 
Russia provides a dramatic example of different religious growth rates. After more than 15 years of proselyting there, LDS membership has risen to 17,000. During the same period, Jehovah's Witnesses membership has increased to more than 140,000, with some 300,000 individuals attending conferences. 

Graphing activity: When the Graduate Center of the City University of New York conducted an American Religious Identification Survey in 2001, it discovered that about the same number of people said they had joined the LDS Church as said they had left it. The CUNY survey reported the church's net growth was zero percent. By contrast, the study showed both Jehovah's Witnesses and Seventh-Day Adventists with an increase of 11 percent. 

"Because membership statistics are prepared and reported differently by various religious groups, the LDS Church does not publish comparisons of total membership to other faiths," s

On the question of how many Mormons are actively participating, Brigham Young University demographer Tim Heaton noted in the Encyclopaedia of Mormonism that attendance at weekly sacrament meetings in the early 1990s was between 40 percent and 50 percent in Canada, the South Pacific, and the United States. In Europe and Africa, the average was 35 percent. Attendance in Asia and Latin America hovered around 25 percent. 

By multiplying the number of members in each area by these fractions, David G. Stewart Jr. estimates worldwide activity at about 35 percent - which would give the church about 4 million active members. 

Stewart, an active Mormon who served a mission to Russia in the early 1990s, has been conducting research on LDS missionary work in 20 countries for 13 years, examining census figures, and analysing published data. 

Take Brazil. 
In its 2000 Census, 199,645 residents identified themselves as LDS, while the church listed 743,182 on its rolls. 
   

"There may be any number of reasons for the discrepancy," Bills said, "including personal preferences of some citizens regarding disclosure of their religious affiliation." 

Retaining members: Stewart says Mormons need to be aware of such statistics to be more effective missionaries. To that end, he is publishing his research, along with a description of what he calls "tested principles to improve growth and retention," in a forthcoming book, The Law of the Harvest: Practical Principles of Effective Missionary Work.” 
    
"It is a matter of grave concern that the areas with the most rapid numerical membership increase, Latin America and the Philippines, are also the areas with extremely low convert retention," says Stewart, a California physician. "Many other groups, including the Adventists and Jehovah's Witnesses, have consistently achieved excellent convert retention rates in those cultures and societies. Latter-day Saints lose 70 to 80 percent of their converts, while Adventists retain 70 to 80 percent of theirs." 
 

Perhaps the best measure of LDS Church growth is the rate of new church units, such as wards (congregations) and stakes (like a diocese). Because they are staffed by volunteers, such units cannot function without enough active members. 

In 1980, The Ensign, the LDS Church's official magazine, predicted that membership would grow from 4.6 million members at that time to 11.1 million members in 2000, and from 1,190 stakes to 3,600 in 2000. While the number of members came very close to the projected value, there were 2,602 stakes worldwide at the end of 2002.  trib.com 22 June 2006
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Monday, July 11, 2011enrollment numbers, and the ratio of members per congregation. Several nations listed do not have an official church presence. Membership in Middle Eastern nations is predominantly East Asian, North American, and European. 

The worldwide activity rate for the LDS Church at present is estimated at 30% whereas the activity rate outside of the United States and Canada is estimated at 22.5%.

Burundi - 85%
Vanuatu - 82%
Kuwait - 80%
Rwanda - 80%
Nepal - 75%
Cuba - 75%
Turks and Caicos Islands - 75%
Oman - 75%
Saudi Arabia - 75%
Democratic Republic of the Congo - 75%
Saint Lucia - 70%
Djibouti - 67%
South Sudan - 67%
United Arab Emirates - 65%
Madagascar - 62%
China - 60%
Tuvalu - 60%
Afghanistan - 57%
Niue - 54%
New Caledonia - 53%
French Polynesia - 52%
Antigua and Barbuda - 50%
British Virgin Islands - 50%
Dominica - 50%
Saint Kitts and Nevis - 50%
Saint Martin - 50%
Sint Maarten - 50%
Brunei - 50%
Burma - 50%
Laos - 50%
Bosnia - 50%
Kosovo - 50%
Macedonia - 50%
Montenegro - 50%
Iraq - 50%
Palestine - 50%
Qatar - 50%
Bangladesh - 50%
Bhutan - 50%
Angola - 50%
Benin - 50%
Cameroon - 50%
Cote d'Ivoire - 50%
Kenya - 50%
Nigeria - 50%
Republic of the Congo - 50%
Tanzania - 50%
Nauru - 47%
Pakistan - 46%
Guadeloupe - 45%
Kazakhstan - 45%
Bahrain - 45%
Jordan - 45%
Ethiopia - 45%
Namibia - 45%
Swaziland - 45%
Andorra - 45%
Martinique - 43%
Malawi - 43%
American Samoa - 41%
United States - 40%
Bonaire - 40%
Cayman Islands - 40%
Grenada - 40%
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines - 40%
Indonesia - 40%
Slovakia - 40%
Turkey - 40%
Botswana - 40%
Mauritius - 40%
Iceland - 40%
Malta - 40%
Switzerland - 40%
New Zealand - 40%
India - 39%
Mozambique - 38%
Togo - 38%
French Guiana - 37%
Lithuania - 37%
Sierra Leone - 37%
Finland - 37%
Tonga - 36%
Samoa - 36%
Mongolia - 35%
Moldova - 35%
Gabon - 35%
Ghana - 35%
Denmark - 35%
Ireland - 35%
Luxembourg - 35%
Norway - 35%
Papua New Guinea - 35%
Singapore - 35%
Malaysia - 35%
Canada - 34%
Solomon Islands - 33%
Bermuda - 33%
Suriname - 33%
Lebanon - 33%
Zimbabwe - 33%
Cook Islands - 32%
Aruba - 32%
Slovenia - 32%
Ukraine - 32%
South Africa - 32%
Marshall Islands - 32%
Sri Lanka - 31%
Micronesia - 30%
Barbados - 30%
Haiti - 30%
Cambodia - 30%
Macau - 30%
Belarus - 30%
Romania - 30%
Cyprus - 30%
Israel - 30%
Lesotho - 30%
Zambia - 30%
Netherlands - 30%
Sweden - 30%
Latvia - 29%
Austria - 28%
Germany - 28%
Northern Mariana Islands - 27%
Australia - 26%
Guam - 25%
Jamaica - 25%
Trinidad and Tobago - 25%
United States Virgin Islands - 25%
Georgia - 25%
Vietnam - 25%
Bulgaria - 25%
Czech Republic - 25%
Brazil - 25%
Cape Verde - 25%
Central African Republic - 25%
Liberia - 25%
Reunion - 25%
Belgium - 25%
Italy - 25%
Kiribati - 25%
France - 24%
Spain - 24%
Belize - 23%
Mexico - 23%
Uganda - 23%
Fiji - 22%
Albania - 22%
Estonia - 22%
Hungary - 22%
Bolivia - 22%
Bahamas - 20%
Curacao - 20%
Dominican Republic - 20%
El Salvador - 20%
Guatemala - 20%
Guyana - 20%
Armenia - 20%
Philippines - 20%
Taiwan - 20%
Thailand - 20%
Greece - 20%
Poland - 20%
Russia - 20%
Colombia - 20%
Ecuador - 20%
Peru - 20%
Costa Rica - 19%
Puerto Rico - 19%
Argentina - 19%
Honduras - 18%
Paraguay - 18%
Uruguay - 18%
United Kingdom - 18%
Japan - 17%
Serbia - 17%
Venezuela - 17%
Nicaragua - 16%
Croatia - 15%
Palau - 14%
Hong Kong - 14%
Panama - 13%
South Korea - 12%
Chile - 12%
Portugal - 12%

14

