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Scriptures Used in this Study

Seer
A Seer is able to see hidden things of a spiritual nature especially from the past. A Seer has profound spiritual insight and is also a prophet and revelator.  
Scriptures on Seers
Mosiah 8:16-18: “And Ammon said that a seer is a revelator and a prophet also; and a gift which is greater can no man have, except he should possess the power of God, which no man can; yet a man may have great power given him from God. But a seer can know of things which are past, and also of things which are to come, and by them shall all things be revealed, or, rather, shall secret things be made manifest, and hidden things shall come to light, and things which are not known shall be made known by them, and also things shall be made known by them which otherwise could not be known. Thus God has provided a means that man, through faith, might work mighty miracles; therefore he becometh a great benefit to his fellow beings.”

Moses 6:35-36: “And the Lord spake unto Enoch, and said unto him: Anoint thine eyes with clay, and wash them, and thou shalt see. And he did so. And he beheld the spirits that God had created; and he beheld also things which were not visible to the natural eye; and from thenceforth came the saying abroad in the land: A seer hath the Lord raised up unto his people.”
In the Book of Mormon, Ammon taught that only a seer could use special interpreters, or a Urim and Thummim.
Mosiah 8:13: “Now Ammon said unto him: I can assuredly tell thee, O king, of a man that can translate the records; for he has wherewith that he can look, and translate all records that are of ancient date; and it is a gift from God. And the things are called interpreters, and no man can look in them except he be commanded, lest he should look for that he ought not and he should perish. And whosoever is commanded to look in them, the same is called seer. 
Mosiah 28:13-17: “And now he translated them by the means of those two stones which were fastened into the two rims of a bow. Now these things were prepared from the beginning, and were handed down from generation to generation, for the purpose of interpreting languages; And they have been kept and preserved by the hand of the Lord, that he should discover to every creature who should possess the land the iniquities and abominations of his people. 

And whosoever has these things is called seer, after the manner of old times. Now after Mosiah had finished translating these records, behold, it gave an account of the people who were destroyed, from the time that they were destroyed back to the building of the great tower, at the time the Lord confounded the language of the people and they were scattered abroad upon the face of all the earth, yea, and even from that time back until the creation of Adam.”
Anciently, a Prophet could be called a Seer.
1 Samuel 9:9: “Before time in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, thus he spake, ‘Come, and let us go to the seer: for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.”

2 Samuel 24:11: “For when David was up in the morning, the word of the Lord came unto the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying….”
Joseph Smith is the Great Seer of the Latter Days
D&C 21:1-2: “Behold, there shall be a record kept among you; and in it thou shalt be called a seer, a translator, a prophet, an apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church through the will of God the Father, and the grace of your Lord Jesus Christ, being inspired of the Holy Ghost to lay the foundation thereof and to build it up unto the most holy faith.” 
D&C 28:1: “Behold, there shall be a record kept among you; and in it thou shalt be called a seer, a translator, a prophet, an apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church through the will of God the Father, and the grace of your Lord Jesus Christ.”
D&C 107:91-92: “And again, the duty of the President of the office of the High Priesthood is to preside over the whole church, and to be like unto Moses. Behold, here is wisdom; yea to be a seer, a revelator, a translator, and prophet, having all the gifts of God which he bestows upon the head of the church.” 
Nephi Prophesied of Joseph Smith the Seer.

2 Nephi 3:6-7, 11. “For Joseph truly testified, saying: ‘A seer shall the Lord my God raise up, who shall be a choice seer unto the fruit of my loins.’ Yea, Joseph truly said: ‘Thus saith the Lord unto me: A choice seer will I raise up out of the fruit of thy loins; and he shall be esteemed highly among the fruit of thy loins. And unto him will I give commandment that he shall do a work for the fruit of thy loins, his brethren, which shall be of great worth unto them, even to the bringing of them to the knowledge of the covenants which I have made with thy fathers.’”
(11) “But a seer will I raise up out of the fruit of thy loins; and unto him will I give power to bring forth my word unto the seed of thy loins—and not to the bringing forth my word only, saith the Lord, but to the convincing them of my word, which shall have already gone forth among them. (See all 2 Nephi 3:6-15) 
Prophets
Amos 3:7: “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.”
The mandate of a Prophet is to fulfill the will of God for that particular era. He stands before God and the people. He will testify of Jesus Christ and the atonement. He will preach the fulness of the Gospel, The New and Everlasting Covenant. A Prophet reveals the mysteries of God through revelation and prophesy. He will call the people to repentance. He will raise the warning voice of the judgements of God whether in this life or the life to come.
As President of the Church, the Prophet Joseph received constant guidance from heaven. “It is my meditation all the day,” he said, “to know how I shall make the Saints of God comprehend the visions that roll like an overflowing surge before my mind.”
As a prophet, did Joseph Smith see himself as infallible?

“I was but a man,” Joseph told the Saints in 1842, “and they must not expect me to be perfect; if they expected perfection from me, I should expect it from them; but if they would bear with my infirmities and the infirmities of the brethren, I would likewise bear with their infirmities” (History of the Church, 5:181).
A Prophets Teachings need to Conform to Revelations already received

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: “When is a prophet a prophet? Whenever he speaks under the inspiration and influence of the Holy Ghost. Men frequently speak and express their own opinions. The Lord has not deprived men of individual opinions. Good men, men of faith, have divergent views on many things. There is no particular harm in this if these views are not in relation to the fundamentals……Some believe in a particular political philosophy and some are bitterly opposed to it, and yet they are faithful men with a testimony of the gospel. 
When prophets write and speak on the principles of the gospel, they should have the guidance of the Spirit. If they do, then all that they say will be in harmony with the revealed word. If they are in harmony then we know that they have not spoken presumptuously. Should a man speak or write, and what he says is in conflict with the standards which are accepted, and with the revelations the Lord has given, then we may reject what he has said, no matter who he is. Paul declared that he at times gave his own opinion in his writing.”

Elder Mark E. Petersen said: “We accept the ancient and modern scriptures as the word of God. They are unerring guides. But some teach doctrines contrary to the scriptures. Under those circumstances it is well to remember President Joseph Fielding Smith who said, ‘If I ever say anything contrary to the scriptures the scriptures prevail.’ It is so with everyone.” Elder Mark E. Petersen of the Twelve in the introduction to his book ‘Adam who is he’.
Relying on the Written, Accepted, Canonised Word of God

Concerning the truth of the revelations and commandments in the Doctrine and Covenants the Lord said: 

D&C 1:37-39: “Search these commandments, for they are true and faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled. What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same. For behold, and lo, the Lord is God, and the Spirit beareth record, and the record is true, and the truth abideth forever and ever. Amen.”

D&C 18:3-5, 30: “And if you know that they are true, behold, I give unto you a commandment that you rely upon the things which are written; for in them are all things written concerning the foundation of my church, my gospel, and my rock. Wherefore if you shall build up my church, upon the foundation of my gospel and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you…………and  you have that which is written before you; wherefore, you must perform it according to the words which are written”  
D&C 32:4: “And they shall give heed to that which is written and pretend to no other revelation; and they shall pray always that I may unfold the same to their understanding” 
D&C 84:54-55, 57: “And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you have treated lightly the things you have received-which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under condemnation…and they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments (Doctrine and Covenants) which I have given them, not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written.”  
After calling him as the Head of the Dispensation of the Fullness of Times the Lord gave the fulness of his Gospel to the Prophet Joseph Smith. This was to suffice up to the Coming of Jesus Christ in His Glory: 

D&C 35:17-18, 20, (extracts): “And I have sent forth the fullness of my gospel by the hand of my servant Joseph; and in weakness have I blessed him; and I have given unto him the keys of the mystery of those things which are sealed, even things which were from the foundation of the world, and the things which shall come from this time until the time of my coming…..and the scriptures shall be given, even as they are in mine own bosom, to the salvation of mine own elect” 
Subsequent Presidents of the church since Joseph Smith have been constantly inspired and guided by the Lord in directing the affairs of the church for their period of time. However, this should always be in harmony with the foundation principles and doctrines given through the Prophet Joseph in the Doctrine and Covenants. The only exception to this principle is when the President declares “Thus saith the Lord” and then adds new revelation to the canon of scripture by obtaining the sustaining vote of the people at General Conference as with Official Declarations 1 & 2 and D&C 138
President Harold B. Lee stated the following: 

“All that we teach in this church ought to be couched in the scriptures. We ought to choose our texts from the scriptures. If we want to measure truth we should measure it by the four standard works, regardless of who writes it. If it is not in the standard works, we may well assume that it is speculation, man’s own personal opinion, and if it contradicts what is in the scriptures, it is not true. This is the standard by which we measure all truth.” Elder Harold. B. Lee Improvement Era January 1969 page 13
How important is it for leaders of the Lord’s Kingdom to make sure that what they teach is True? Hypocrisy is to teach alternative doctrine to that which is true and plainly taught in scripture.
Prophets Call to Repentance

Examples from the Book of Mormon. 

See all Alma Chapter 5.
Alma 5:50-56: “Yea, thus saith the Spirit: Repent, all ye ends of the earth, for the Kingdom of Heaven is soon at hand; yea, the Son of God cometh in his glory, in his might, majesty, power, and dominion. Yea, my beloved brethren, I say unto you, that the Spirit saith: Behold the glory of the King of all the earth; and also the King of heaven shall very soon shine forth among all the children of men.”
And also the Spirit saith unto me, yea, crieth unto me with a mighty voice, saying: Go forth and say unto this people—Repent, for except ye repent ye can in nowise inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.            
And again I say unto you, the Spirit saith: ‘Behold, the ax is laid at the root of the tree; therefore every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit shall be hewn down and cast into the fire, yea, a fire which cannot be consumed, even an unquenchable fire. Behold, and remember, the Holy One hath spoken it.’
“And now my beloved brethren, I say unto you, can ye withstand these sayings; yea, can ye lay aside these things, and trample the Holy One under your feet; yea, can ye be puffed up in the pride of your hearts; yea, will ye still persist in the wearing of costly apparel and setting your hearts upon the vain things of the world, upon your riches?

(54-56) Yea, will ye persist in supposing that ye are better one than another; yea, will ye persist in the persecution of your brethren, who humble themselves and do walk after the Holy Order of God, wherewith they have been brought into this church, having been sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and they do bring forth works which are meet for repentance. Yea, and will you persist in turning your backs upon the poor, and the needy, and in withholding your substance from them? And finally, all ye that will persist in your wickedness, I say unto you that these are they who shall be hewn down and cast into the fire except they speedily repent.”

Alma 13:27-28: “And now, my brethren, I wish from the inmost part of my heart, yea, with great anxiety even unto pain, that ye would hearken unto my words, and cast off your sins, and not procrastinate the day of your repentance; But that ye would humble yourselves before the Lord, and call on his holy name, and watch and pray continually, that ye may not be tempted above that which ye can bear, and thus be led by the Holy Spirit, becoming humble, meek, submissive, patient, full of love and all long-suffering.”

Alma 29:1-2: “O that I were an angel, and could have the wish of mine heart, that I might go forth and speak with the trump of God, with a voice to shake the earth, and cry repentance unto every people! Yea, I would declare unto every soul, as with the voice of thunder, repentance and the plan of redemption that they should repent and come unto our God, that there might not be more sorrow upon all the face of the earth.”

Ether 9:28: “And there came Prophets in the land again, crying repentance unto them—that they must prepare the way of the Lord or there should come a curse upon the face of the land; yea, even there should be a great famine, in which they should be destroyed if they did not repent.” 
Additional Examples

Moses 7:10: “And the Lord said unto me (Enoch): Go to this people, and say unto them—Repent, lest I come out and smite them with a curse, and they die.”

Moses 8:20: “And it came to pass that Noah called upon the children of men that they should repent; but they hearkened not unto his words.
The Prophet sends forth missionaries to declare repentance

D&C 15:6: “And now, behold, I say unto you, that the thing which will be of the most worth unto you will be to declare repentance unto this people that you may bring souls unto me that you may rest with them in the kingdom of my Father.” Amen. 
D&C 33:10-12: “Yea, open your mouths and they shall be filled, saying: ‘Repent, repent, and prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make his paths straight; for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; Yea, repent and be baptized, every one of you, for a remission of your sins; yea, be baptized even by water, and then cometh the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost. Behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, this is my gospel; and remember that they shall have faith in me or they can in nowise be saved.” 

The Lord speaks through His Servants the Prophets

2 Kings 17:13: “Yet the Lord testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, ‘Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets.”
Ezekiel 2:3-5: “And he said unto me, ‘Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. For they are impudent children and stiff-hearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, ‘Thus saith the Lord God.’ And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,)  yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them.”
Amos 3:7: “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.”

Hosea 12:10:  “I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.”

Luke 1:70: “As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began.”

3 Nephi 1:13: “Lift up your head and be of good cheer; for behold, the time is at hand, and on this night shall the sign be given, and on the morrow come I into the world, to show unto the world that I will fulfil all that which I have caused to be spoken by the mouth of my holy prophets.”

D&C 21:4-6: “Wherefore, meaning the church, thou shalt give heed unto all his words and commandments which he shall give unto you as he receiveth them, walking in all holiness before me; For his word ye shall receive, as if from mine own mouth, in all patience and faith. For by doing these things the gates of hell shall not prevail against you; yea, and the Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before you, and cause the heavens to shake for your good, and his name’s glory.”

D&C 42:39: “For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled; for I will consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my gospel among the Gentiles unto the poor of my people who are of the house of Israel.”
A Prophet is a Watchman who is to Warn

Ezekiel 3:17-21: “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. 

Again, when a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling-block before him, he shall die’ because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.”

‘Watchmen on the Tower’ Ensign April 2016 (No author given)
I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence.” Isaiah 62:6
Watchmen

Watchmen were sentries stationed on a wall or in a tower in order to look out for and warn of dangers approaching from afar. They were employed to protect cities as well as vineyards, fields, or pastures.
Kinds of Towers
Towers in city walls were usually built at gates or in corners (see 2 Chronicles 26:9). Both gate and corner towers provided elevated positions from which to view approaching dangers and fend off enemy attacks (see 2 Chronicles 26:15).
Fortress or citadel towers were usually freestanding structures built on high ground or other strategic locations. They were sometimes large enough to be a final refuge for a whole city’s population when they were under attack (see Judges 9:46–52).

Towers in vineyards, fields, or pastures were small structures built to help protect crops and herds from thieves and animals (see 2 Chronicles 26:10; Isaiah 5:2; 27:3). Often, the lower level was a room where tools were stored.

Have an elevated view: As God’s called and authorized servants, prophets are separated from the world, draw closer to Him, and are allowed to see things from a more heavenly perspective. 

See things the rest cannot see. “A seer can know of things which are past, and also of things which are to come, and by them shall all things be revealed, or, rather, shall secret things be made manifest, and hidden things shall come to light, and things which are not known shall be made known by them, and also things shall be made known by them which otherwise could not be known” (Mosiah 8:17). 

Are vigilant. Prophets have a solemn responsibility to warn us of coming dangers, and they will continue to do so regardless of public opinion or trends in society. 

Warn of things while they are still far off. “A prophet denounces sin and foretells its consequences.” 

Offer safety and protection. ‘By heeding prophets’ warnings, we can find safety and avoid the calamities that may befall us, individually or collectively, if we do not obey.’

In the Old Testament, the Lord is sometimes compared to a fortress or citadel tower of refuge (see Psalm 18:2; 61:3; Proverbs 18:10; 2 Samuel 22:3), and prophets are sometimes compared to watchmen (see Isaiah 62:6; Jeremiah 6:17; Ezekiel 33:7; Hosea 9:8; Micah 7:4).

“I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me” (Ezekiel 3:17)
See the study “Voice of Warning-Leaders are Watchmen on the Tower” under the heading of Priesthood. Voice of Warning-Leaders are Watchmen on the Tower
Additional Scriptures on Prophets
Matthew 10:41: “He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.”
Matthew 13:55-58: “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And his brethren, James and Joses and Simon and Judas?  And his sisters are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.”
Acts 10:43: “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.”

1 Corinthians 12:28: “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”
Ephesians 2:19-20: “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.”
Ephesians 4:11-14: “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some  evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”
1 Kings 18:36-39: “And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, ‘Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.’ Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, ‘The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God.’
1 Samuel 10:6-7. 9-11: “And the Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another man. And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; for God is with thee……And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day. And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them. And it came to pass, when all that knew him before time saw that, behold, he prophesied among the prophets, then the people said one to another, ‘what is this that is come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”
Ezra 5:1: “Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them.”

Amos 7:14-16:  “Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah  ‘I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit: And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, ‘Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. Now therefore hear thou the word of the Lord.”
Mosiah 15:13: “Yea, and are not the prophets, every one that has opened his mouth to prophesy, that has not fallen into transgression, I mean all the holy prophets ever since the world began? I say unto you that they are his seed.”

D&C 20:26: “Not only those who believed after he came in the meridian of time, in the flesh, but all those from the beginning, even as many as were before he came, who believed in the words of the holy prophets, who spake as they were inspired by the gift of the Holy Ghost, who truly testified of him in all things, should have eternal life.”
The Righteous who are Inspired of the Holy Ghost are Prophets

Numbers 11:27-29: “And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp. And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, ‘My Lord Moses, forbid them.’ And Moses said unto him, ‘enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon them!”
1 Corinthians 14:29-33, 39-40: “Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge if  anything be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints………….Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order.”
D&C 1:20: “But that every man might speak in the name of God the Lord, even the Savior of the world.”

D&C 68:3-5: “And this is the ensample unto them, that they shall speak as they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost. And whatsoever they shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall be the mind of the Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the Lord, and the power of God unto salvation. Behold, this is the promise of the Lord unto you, O ye my servants.”

The Prophet Joseph also stated:  “No man is a minister of Jesus Christ without being a Prophet. No man can be a minister of Jesus Christ except he has the testimony of Jesus; and this is the spirit of prophecy.” Teachings page 160: (see Revelations 19:10)

See also Church News-viewpoint 28 Jan 2006 “The Spirit of Prophecy” the last paragraph which states:- “In a day when modern Israel is engaging in preparing the way for the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, we say, with Moses, would God that all the Lord’s people were Prophets.” (Numbers 11:29)

In this respect Joseph Fielding Smith stated concerning ‘ What is a Prophet’ 

“A prophet is one who teaches by the voice of inspiration the words of Eternal Life, and who officiates in the saving ordinances of the gospel. Prediction is only one qualification of a prophet. 

When John was on the Isle of Patmos. A messenger came to him and John fell to his knees and was about to worship him. But this messenger said unto him: “See thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Revelation 19:10).
In other words every person who is baptised and confirmed should have the spirit of inspiration and should know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Every person should live in harmony with the revealed truth; and in doing that and receiving the testimony through the Holy Spirit that Jesus lives and is the Son of God, he or she becomes a prophet or prophetess, and is entitled to the guidance of and inspiration from the holy Ghost, which is the spirit of prophesy” (Doctrines of Salvation 1:185)
“Every man who can say knowingly that the Lord Jesus Christ is the redeemer of the world and the only Begotten Son of God is a prophet. Every man that holds the priesthood, and magnifies his calling, is a prophet and he has a right to the inspiration of the holy Spirit, so far as he is concerned-but not to receive revelation fro the church. There is only one who is appointed to that office. (D&C 43:3-6). 
A president of a stake has a right to revelation in his stake, and for the guidance of it; a bishop in his ward, and likewise a missionary in his mission field. Every other member of the church who is called to an office has the right to the inspiration and the guidance of the Spirit of the Lord in that which is given him to do. If he is so inspired he is a Prophet. Not only Joseph Smith was to be a prophet, not only his counselors and the Council of the Twelve were to be prophets, but every person who would be willing to accept the truth, who would humble himself, and come unto the church, might speak in the name of God, the lord, even the Saviour of the world.” (DS 1:185-186.) END
The President is Appointed Prophet, Seer, Translator and Revelator

D&C 21:1-2: “Behold, there shall be a record kept among you; and in it thou shalt be called a seer, a translator, a prophet, an apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church through the will of God the Father, and the grace of your Lord Jesus Christ, being inspired of the Holy Ghost to lay the foundation thereof and to build it up unto the most holy faith.” 
D&C 35:18: “And I have sent forth the fullness of my gospel by the hand of my servant Joseph; and in weakness have I blessed him; and I have given unto him the keys of the mystery of those things which have been sealed, even things which have been sealed, even things which were from the foundation of the world, and the things which shall come from this time until the time of my coming, if he abide in me, and if not, another will I plant in his stead.” 
D&C 90:13-14: “And when you have finished the translation of the prophets, you shall from thenceforth preside over the affairs of the church and the school; And from time to time, as shall be manifested by the Comforter, receive revelations to unfold the mysteries of the kingdom.”

D&C 107:91-92: “And again, the duty of the President of the office of the High Priesthood is to preside over the whole church, and to be like unto Moses Behold, here is wisdom; yea to be a seer, a revelator, a translator, and prophet, having all the gifts of God which he bestows upon the head of the church.” 
D&C 124:94-96: “And from this time forth I appoint unto him that he may be a Prophet, and a Seer, and a Revelator unto my church, as well as my servant Joseph; that he may act in concert also with my servant Joseph; and that he shall receive counsel from my servant Joseph, who shall show unto him the keys whereby he may ask and receive, and be crowned with the same blessing, and glory, and honour, and priesthood, and gifts of the priesthood, that were once put upon him that was my servant OC, that my servant Hyrum may bear record of the things which I shall show unto him, that his name may be held in honourable remembrance from generation to generation, forever and ever.” 
D&C 124:125-126: “I give unto my servant Joseph to be a presiding elder over all my church  to be a translator, a Revelator, a seer, and prophet. I give unto him for counselors my servant- and my servant- that these may constitute a quorum and First Presidency, to receive the oracles for the whole Church.” 
In the documentary history of the Church it is recorded: “I then called upon the quorums and congregation of saints to acknowledge the Twelve Apostles, who were present, as Prophets Seers, and Revelators, and special witnesses to all the nations of the earth, holding the keys of the Kingdom, to unlock it...” D.H.C. 2:417.
A Prophet is also a Revelator

See D&C 107:91-92, D&C 124:125-126 and Mosiah 8:16 quoted above 
D&C 28:2: “But, behold, verily, verily, I say unto thee, no one shall be appointed to receive commandments and revelations in this church excepting my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., for he receiveth them even as Moses.” 
D&C 90:13-14: “And when you have finished the translation of the prophets, you shall from thenceforth preside over the affairs of the church and the school; And from time to time, as shall be manifested by the Comforter, receive revelations to unfold the mysteries of the kingdom.”
D&C 100:11: “And I will give unto thee power to be mighty in expounding all scriptures, that thou mayest be a spokesman unto him, and he shall be a revelator unto thee, that thou mayest know the certainty of all things pertaining to the things of my kingdom on the earth.”
D&C 124:94-96: “And from this time forth I appoint unto him that he may be a Prophet, and a Seer, and a Revelator unto my church, as well as my servant Joseph; that he may act in concert also with my servant Joseph; and that he shall receive counsel from my servant Joseph, who shall show unto him the keys whereby he may ask and receive, and be crowned with the same blessing, and glory, and honour, and priesthood, and gifts of the priesthood, that were once put upon him that was my servant Oliver Cowdery, that my servant Hyrum may bear record of the things which I shall show unto him, that his name may be held in honourable remembrance from generation to generation, forever and ever.” 
The Need to Hearken to Appointed Leaders

D&C 124:45-46: “And if my people will hearken unto my voice, and unto the voice of my servants whom I have appointed to lead my people, behold, verily I say unto you, they shall not be moved out of their place. But if they will not hearken to my voice, nor unto the voice of these men whom I have appointed, they shall not be blest, because they pollute my holy grounds, and mine ordinances, and charters, and my holy words which I give unto them”    (See D&C 28:13; D&C 30:2; D&C 63:55)
D&C 43:1-6 extracts: “O hearken, ye elders of my church and give ear to the words which I shall speak unto you…ye have received a commandment for a law unto my church, through him whom I have appointed unto you to receive commandments and revelations from my hand. And this ye shall know assuredly-that there is none other appointed unto you to receive commandments and revelations until he be taken, if he abide in me…..and this shall be a law unto you, that ye receive not the teachings of any that shall come before you as revelations or commandments; and this I give unto you that you may not be deceived, that you may know they are not of me.” 
D&C 28:6-7: “And thou shalt not command him who is at thy head and at the head of the church; for I have given him the keys of the mysteries, and the revelations which are sealed, until I shall appoint unto them another in his stead”. 
D&C 11:25: “Deny not the spirit of revelation, nor the spirit of prophecy, for wo unto him that denieth these things.”
The Prophet Joseph Smith stated: “I will inform you that it is contrary to the economy of God for any member of the church, or any one, to receive instruction for those in authority higher than themselves….. the fundamental principles, government, and doctrine of the Church are vested in the Keys of the Kingdom:” Teachings p 21.

The unfaithful and rebellious want false prophets.

Isaiah 30:9-10: “That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the Lord: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits.”
A Warning to those who hold the ‘Keys of the Priesthood’
D&C 90:5: “And all they who receive the oracles (Keys) of God let them beware how thy hold them lest they are accounted as a light thing, and are brought under condemnation thereby and stumble and fall when the storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains descend, and beat upon their house.” 
D&C 26:2: “And all things shall be done by common consent in the church, by much prayer and faith for all things you shall receive by faith.” Amen” 
D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me”. 
Mark J.S.T. 9:42-48 extracts: “And again, if thy foot offend thee, cut it off; for he that is thy standard, by whom thou walkest, if he become a transgressor he shall be cut off. It is better for thee, to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell; into the fire that never shall be quenched. Therefore, let every man stand or fall, by himself and not for another; or not trusting another. And if thine eye which seeth for thee, him that is appointed to watch over thee to show thee light, become a transgressor and offend thee, pluck him out. It is better for thee to enter into the Kingdom of God, with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. For it is better that thyself should be saved, than to be cast into hell with thy brother.”
D&C 64:38-39: “For it shall come to pass that the inhabitants of Zion shall judge all things pertaining to Zion and liars and hypocrites shall be proved by them, and they who are not apostles and prophets shall be known” 
D&C 107:22: “Of the Melchezidek Priesthood, three Presiding High Priests, chosen by the body, appointed and ordained to that office, and upheld by the confidence, faith and prayer of the church, form a quorum of the Presidency of the church.” 
Articles

‘The Prophet of God’ Elder Neil L Anderson May 2018 General Conference
“Although we admire all of these noble qualities, why do we follow President Nelson? Why do we follow the prophet? Because the Lord Jesus Christ has called him and designated him as His watchman on the tower.

Carcassonne is a remarkable walled city in France that has stood since medieval times. Tall towers surge upward from its protected walls, built for watchmen who stood on those towers day and night, keeping their attention riveted in the distance for the enemy. When the watchman saw an enemy approaching, his warning voice protected the people of Carcassonne from the impending danger they could not see.
A prophet is a watchman on the tower, protecting us from spiritual dangers we may not see.

The Lord said to Ezekiel, “I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word [from] my mouth, and warn them from me.” 
We often speak of our need to follow the prophet, but consider this heavy burden the Lord places upon His prophet: “If thou dost not speak to warn the wicked … , [and] that wicked man … die in his iniquity; … his blood will I require at thine hand.” 
The prophet’s voice, while spoken kindly, will often be a voice asking us to change, to repent, and to return to the Lord. When correction is needed, let’s not delay. And don’t be alarmed when the prophet’s warning voice counters popular opinions of the day. The mocking fireballs of annoyed disbelievers are always hurled the moment the prophet begins to speak. As you are humble in following the counsel of the Lord’s Prophet, I promise you an added blessing of safety and peace.”

‘The Voice of Warning’ Elder D. Todd Christofferson April 2017 Gen. Conf 
(Extracts only) “The prophet Ezekiel was born about two decades before Lehi and his family left Jerusalem. In 597 BC, at age 25, Ezekiel was one of the many carried captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, and as best we can tell, he spent the rest of his life there. He was of the Aaronic priestly lineage, and when he was 30, he became a prophet.

In commissioning Ezekiel, Jehovah used the metaphor of a watchman. “If when [the watchman] seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; Then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. ” Ezekiel 33:3-4
On the other hand, “if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, … his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand.” Ezekiel 33:6

Then speaking directly to Ezekiel, Jehovah declared, “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them [for] me.” The warning was to turn away from sin. Ezekiel 33:7
“When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul…Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and right; … None of his sins that he hath committed shall be mentioned unto him: he hath done that which is lawful and right; he shall surely live.” Ezekiel 33; 8-9,14, 16
Interestingly, this warning also applies to the righteous. “When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his [righteous deeds] shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for it.” Ezekiel 33:13
Pleading with His children, God tells Ezekiel, “Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” Ezekiel 33:11
Far from being anxious to condemn, our Heavenly Father and our Savior seek our happiness and plead with us to repent, knowing full well that “wickedness never was [and never will be] happiness.” Alma 41:10 So Ezekiel and every prophet before and since, speaking the word of God out of a full heart, have warned all who will to turn away from Satan, the enemy of their souls, and “choose liberty and eternal life, through the great Mediator of all men.” 2 Nephi 2:27

While the duty to warn is felt especially keenly by prophets, it is a duty shared by others as well. In fact, “it becometh every man who hath been warned to warn his neighbor.” D&C 88:81 We who have received a knowledge of the great plan of happiness—and its implementing commandments—should feel a desire to share that knowledge since it makes all the difference here and in eternity. And if we ask, “Who is my neighbor that I should warn?” surely the answer will be found in a parable that begins, “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves,” and so forth. (Luke 10)

Because of His incomparable love and concern for others and their happiness, Jesus was not hesitant to warn. At the outset of His ministry, “Jesus began to preach, and to say, repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17. Because He knows that not just any path leads to heaven, He commanded:

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Matthew 7:13-14

He devoted time to sinners, saying, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:32
As for the scribes and Pharisees and Sadducees, Jesus was uncompromising in condemning their hypocrisy. His warnings and commandments were direct: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” Matt 23:23 Surely no one would accuse the Savior of not loving these scribes and Pharisees—after all, He suffered and died to save them too. But loving them, He could not let them go on in sin without clearly correcting them. One observer noted, “Jesus taught his followers to do as he did: to welcome everyone but also to teach about sin, since love demands warning people about what can hurt them.”

Sometimes those who raise a warning voice are dismissed as judgmental. Paradoxically, however, those who claim truth is relative and moral standards are a matter of personal preference are often the same ones who most harshly criticize people who don’t accept the current norm of “correct thinking.” One writer referred to this as the “shame culture”:
“In a guilt culture you know you are good or bad by what your conscience feels. In a shame culture you know you are good or bad by what your community says about you, by whether it honors or excludes you. … [In the shame culture,] moral life is not built on the continuum of right and wrong; it’s built on the continuum of inclusion and exclusion. …

“… Everybody is perpetually insecure in a moral system based on inclusion and exclusion. There are no permanent standards, just the shifting judgment of the crowd. It is a culture of oversensitivity, overreaction and frequent moral panics, during which everybody feels compelled to go along. … 

“The guilt culture could be harsh, but at least you could hate the sin and still love the sinner. The modern shame culture allegedly values inclusion and tolerance, but it can be strangely unmerciful to those who disagree and to those who don’t fit in.” 
The Lord has declared, “The voice of warning shall be unto all people, by the mouths of my disciples, whom I have chosen in these last days.” As watchmen and disciples, we cannot be neutral about this “more excellent way.” As Ezekiel, we cannot see the sword coming upon the land “and blow not the trumpet.” This is not to say that we should bang on our neighbor’s door or stand in the public square shouting, “Repent!” Truly, when you think about it, we have in the restored gospel what people, deep down, really want. So the warning voice is generally not only civil, but in the Psalmist’s phrase, it is a “joyful noise.” 
Scriptures Used in this Study.

Doctrine and Covenants: D&C 1:20; 1:37-39; 11:25; 15:6; 18;3-5, 30; 20:26; 21:1-2; 21:4-6; 26:2; 28:2; 28:6-7; 32:4; 33:10-12; 35:18; 42:39; 43:1-6; 50:9; 64:38-39; 68:3-5; 84:54-55, 57; 90:5; 90:13-14; 100:11; 107:42; 107:91-92; 124:45-46; 124:94-96; 124:125-126. 
Book of Mormon: 2 Nephi 3:6-7, 11; Mosiah 8:13; 8:16-18; 15:13; 28:13-17; Alma 5:50-56; Alma 13:27-28; 29:1-2; 3 Nephi 1:13; Ether 9:28. 
New Testament: Matthew 10:41; Matthew 13:55-58; Mark JST 9:42-48;  Luke 1:70; Acts 10:43; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14: 29-33, 39-40; Ephesians 2:19-20;        Ephesians 4:11-14. 
Old Testament: Numbers 11:27-29; 1 Kings 18:36-39; 2 Kings 17:13; 1 Samuel 9:9; 1 Samuel 10:6-7, 9-11; 2 Samuel 24:11; Ezra 5:1; Isaiah 30:9-10; Ezekiel 2:3-5; 3:17-21; Hosea 12:10; Amos 3:7; 7:14-16.  
Pearl of Great Price: Moses 6:35-36; Moses 7:10; 8:20.  
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