Noah-Preacher of Righteousness
Brief History

His name means rest: Noah was the son of Lamech, the grandson of Methuselah, and the great-grandson of Enoch. The scriptures list him as the 10th patriarch from Adam (see Genesis 5; Moses 6:8–26; 8:5–13). Noah was ordained to the priesthood when he was 10 years old by his grandfather Methuselah (see D&C 107:52). 

He became a preacher of righteousness and declared the gospel of Jesus Christ, teaching faith, repentance, baptism, and the reception of the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 2:5; Moses 8:19, 23–24). His life was sought by unbelievers, but he was preserved by the power of God (Moses 8:18, 26). He and his sons Japheth, Shem, and Ham, and their wives, making eight in all, were saved from the Flood by the ark he had built at the command of God (Gen. 6–8; Heb. 11:7; 1 Pet. 3:20).
Noah also holds the Keys of a Dispensation 
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that Noah stands next in authority to Adam in the priesthood:

"The Priesthood was first given to Adam; he obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of it from generation to generation. He obtained it in the Creation, before the world was formed, as in Genesis 1:26, 27, 28. He had dominion given him over every living creature. He is Michael the Archangel, spoken of in the Scriptures. Then to Noah, who is Gabriel; he stands next in authority to Adam in the Priesthood; he was called of God to this office and was the father of all living in his day, and to him was given the dominion. These men held keys first on earth, and then in heaven.

Noah also became known as the angel Gabriel and was sent to announce the birth of Jesus Christ. He was sent by God to tell Zacharias that he and his wife, Elisabeth, would have a son they should name John. This was John the Baptist, who would prepare the way for the Savior (see Luke 1:5–23). Gabriel also visited Mary and told her that she would be the mother of the Son of God (see Luke 1:26–38). 

Along with other heavenly beings, Noah appeared as the angel Gabriel to Joseph Smith, “declaring their dispensation, their rights, their keys, their honours’, their majesty and glory, and the power of their priesthood” (D&C 128:21). 
Elias is Noah: Some leaders have suggested that in some instances Elias is the name of a specific person, not just a “forerunner” who appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple (see D&C 110:12) and that this person is Noah. The Prophet Joseph Smith did reveal that “the voice of Gabriel” had been among those in the Restoration “declaring their dispensation, their rights, their keys, their honors, their majesty and glory, and the power of their priesthood” (D&C 128:21) and that Elias is he who appeared to Zacharias (see D&C 27:5–7). 
Joseph Fielding Smith has summarized the argument for Noah being this Elias as follows: “Joseph Smith revealed that Gabriel was Noah; Luke declared that it was the angel Gabriel who appeared to Zacharias and Mary, and the Lord has declared that Elias appeared to Zacharias and Joseph Smith. Therefore, Elias is Noah” (Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 3:141).
Noah’s sons: Genesis 10 names the descendants of Noah’s sons for several generations: Japheth (v 2–6), Ham (v 6–20), and Shem (v 21–31). After this chapter, the Bible is mainly the story of some of Shem’s descendants. The term Semite—usually referring to the Jews—means “a descendant of Shem.” 
See the study “Melchezidek-A Great High Priest.” In this study there is evidence to show that Shem was indeed Melchezidek. 
Noah calls the People to Repentance

For 120 years Noah called the people to repentance, warning them of the Flood that would occur if they did not repent. The people where Noah lived were corrupt and filled with violence.
Moses 8:16-17: “And it came to pass that Noah prophesied, and taught the things of God, even as it was in the beginning. And the Lord said unto Noah: My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for he shall know that all flesh shall die; yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years; and if men do not repent, I will send in the floods upon them.”
Moses 8:19-24: “And the Lord ordained Noah after his own order, and commanded him that he should go forth and declare his Gospel unto the children of men, even as it was given unto Enoch. And it came to pass that Noah called upon the children of men that they should repent; but they hearkened not unto his words;

(21) And also, after that they had heard him, they came up before him, saying: “Behold, we are the sons of God; have we not taken unto ourselves the daughters of men? And are we not eating and drinking, and marrying and giving in marriage? And our wives bear unto us children, and the same are mighty men, which are like unto men of old, men of great renown.” And they hearkened not unto the words of Noah.

(22-24) And God saw that the wickedness of men had become great in the earth; and every man was lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of his heart, being only evil continually. And it came to pass that Noah continued his preaching unto the people, saying: Hearken, and give heed unto my words; Believe and repent of your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, even as our fathers, and ye shall receive the Holy Ghost, that ye may have all things made manifest; and if ye do not this, the floods will come in upon you; nevertheless they hearkened not.”
Moses 8:27-28: “And thus Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord; for Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generation; and he walked with God, as did also his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The earth was corrupt before God, and it was filled with violence.”
In vision Enoch beheld that before then flood there were: “Angels descending out of heaven, bearing testimony of the Father and Son; and the Holy Ghost fell on many, and they were caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion. And it came to pass that the God of heaven looked upon the residue of the people, and he wept….” Moses 7:27-28
The above scripture indicates that some people received the gospel as a result of the preaching of Noah and others. These individuals did not remain upon the earth but were caught up unto Zion.  
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Scripture References
The left column lists the Bible’s teachings about Noah; the right column lists additional information restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
	What the Bible Teaches
	What Latter-day Revelation Adds

	Pre-mortality
	Pre-mortality

	[no items]
	• Befitting his important priesthood relationship to Adam, Noah would have been one of the noble and great ones in pre-earth life selected to be one of the Lord’s rulers in mortality (see Abr. 3:22–23).

	
	• Enoch foresaw Noah and his posterity (see Moses 7:42) and that all kingdoms on earth were to come through Noah (see Moses 8:3).

	Mortality
	Mortality

	• Noah, son of Lamech, was a great-grandson of Enoch and an ancestor of Jesus Christ (see Gen. 5:21, 25, 28–29; Luke 3:23–36).
	• “Noah was ten years old when he was ordained [to the priesthood] under the hand of Methuselah” (D&C 107:52).

	• He fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth (see Gen. 5:32).
	• His sons—the eldest of whom was Japheth—hearkened to the Lord (see Moses 8:12–13).

	• He was a preacher of righteousness (see 2 Pet. 2:5).
	• He preached the fulness of the gospel, including the first principles, as did Adam and Enoch (see Moses 8:16, 24).

	• He was a just man, perfect in his generation, and he walked with God (see Gen. 6:9).
	 

	• He learned that God would destroy the wicked (see Gen. 6:13).
	• For 120 years he called the people to repentance, warning them of the Flood that would occur if they did not repent, but he was rejected (see Moses 8:16–17, 20, 23–24).

	 
	• People tried to kill Noah (see Moses 8:18).

	• He built the ark, gathered his family and the animals, and entered (see Gen. 6:14–22; Gen. 7:2–16; Heb. 11:7).
	• Noah built the ark after a “pattern of heavenly things.” 

	• The Flood covered the earth (see Gen. 7:19–23).
	 

	• After the Flood, the ark again rested on the earth (see Gen. 8:1–14).
	

	• He offered sacrifice to the Lord (see Gen. 8:20–22).
	

	• He and his family received commandments as well as a covenant that the Lord will not again destroy all flesh by a flood (see Gen. 9:1–17).
	• The Lord renewed with Noah the great covenant he had made with Enoch—that when righteousness comes again on earth, “Zion should again come on the earth, the city of Enoch” (see JST, Gen. 9:21).

	• He became a husbandman (see Gen. 9:20).
	 

	• He cursed Canaan, the son of Ham, and gave blessings to Shem and Japheth (see Gen. 9:25–27).
	

	• His descendants filled the earth (see Gen. 9:19).
	

	• He died at 950 years of age (see Gen. 9:28–29).
	

	Post mortality
	Post mortality

	[no items]
	• Noah, known as the angel Gabriel, visited Daniel, Zacharias, and Mary (see History of the Church, 3:386; Dan. 8:16; Dan. 9:21; Luke 1:19, 26–27).

	
	• He was “among the great and mighty ones who were assembled” in the spirit world whom the Savior instructed and prepared as messengers to “carry the message of redemption” to those in prison to whom the Savior did “not go personally, because of their rebellion and transgression” (D&C 138:37–38, 41; see also D&C 128:22).

	
	• He visited with the Prophet Joseph Smith during the prophet’s latter-day ministry (see D&C 128:21).

	
	• In company with other righteous prophets, Noah will partake of the sacrament on the earth and with the Lord at a yet future gathering of the righteous (see D&C 27:5–7, 14; see also Bible Dictionary, “Elias,” and History of the Church, 3:386).


“Noah, the Great Preacher of Righteousness” Joseph B. Romney Ensign Feb 1998 (continued)
“Noah’s majestic importance as a major Prophet of God is clearly noted in biblical text…….
While speaking in 1839 to members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and some Seventies prior to their leaving for missionary service, the Prophet Joseph Smith said: “Noah, who is Gabriel, … stands next in authority to Adam in the Priesthood; he was called of God to this office, and was the father of all living in his day, and to him was given the dominion. These men held keys first on earth, and then in heaven.” 
To help us more fully understand this most significant place of Noah in the Lord’s plan, let us look at events from his life as discussed in the Bible and then look at additional knowledge gained from latter-day revelation, summarized in the accompanying chart. (see above)
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that in mortality Noah would “have been baptized and ordained to the priesthood by the laying on of the hands.” His mortal ministry likely was characterized by much fervour on many issues because although the designation “preacher of righteousness” is given to other prophets as well, Peter specifically applied it to Noah (2 Pet. 2:5; see also Moses 6:23; Moses 8:16). The Prophet Joseph Smith said that Noah, this great preacher of righteousness, was taught by revelation how to construct the ark in “a pattern of heavenly things.” Thus, we can see that later prophets had great regard for Noah.

Scriptural text says that Noah “found grace in the eyes of the Lord” because he was “a just man, and perfect in his generation,” one who “walked with God,” as did Enoch (Moses 8:27; see also Moses 7:69; Gen. 5:24). The quality of perfection in these contexts is similar to that achieved by Abraham and Job, meaning that Noah righteously did all he was supposed to do in mortality and was “made perfect through Jesus the Mediator” and through the Atonement, not that Noah was exalted (see Gen. 17:1; Job 1:8; D&C 76:69). 
That Noah was “just” means he was a morally good person. Not only did he comply with formal laws and ordinances, but he did so possessing internal goodness……
The Prophet Joseph Smith said: “Jehovah … talked with him [Noah] in a familiar and friendly manner, that He continued to him the keys, the covenants, the power and the glory, with which He blessed Adam at the beginning.”

The import of this teaching about Noah walking with God is that Noah, as did Adam and Enoch before him, received the fulness of the priesthood with its sealing power…….
Of Noah’s three sons, modern revelation says that Japheth was the oldest and indicates the age of Noah when each was born—450 at Japheth’s birth, 492 at Shem’s, and 500 at Ham’s (see Moses 8:12). The fact that Shem, not the eldest, held a more prominent role in the priesthood is a situation shared by many other families in scripture. Further, modern revelation assures us that all three sons were righteous, something only implied in the Bible. The Lord declared that Noah’s sons “hearkened unto the Lord, … and they were called the sons of God” (Moses 8:13)

Daughters of these “sons of God,” or followers of God, became wives of the “sons of men,” meaning that Noah’s righteous sons had daughters who married the unrighteous. Thereafter, the unrighteous sons-in-law boasted of their accomplishments rather than repenting as they were urged to do (see Moses 8:14–22). Presumably, these unrighteous descendants of Noah perished in the Flood.

The biblical account of the Flood focuses on Noah and his family, with little said about the wicked  who were destroyed. Without additional revelation through the Prophet Joseph Smith, God’s action toward the wicked seems confusing in light of the qualities of love and mercy which we know are his. In the Bible we read that the people were wicked, providing some justification for their destruction. Yet information about their wickedness, so serious that it merited a universal flood, is limited. Moreover, information about a major effort to bring people to repentance—which would be expected of a loving God, something equally commensurate to the depth of the people’s wickedness—is not discussed in the biblical account. However, both of these matters are included in modern revelation.

The Bible says that the wickedness of man during Noah’s time “was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually,” that all of the earth “was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence” (Gen. 6:5, 11). These sins caused Noah (see Moses 8:25–26), rather than the Lord as stated in Genesis (see Gen. 6:6), to repent or cry bitterly over the creation of mankind on the earth. It is likely impossible to imagine the great hurt and pain of soul Noah experienced as a result of the entire impact of the Flood.

The extent of their corruption was such that the Lord said, “The fire of mine indignation is kindled against them; and in my hot displeasure will I send in the floods upon them, for my fierce anger is kindled against them” (Moses 7:34). Indeed, the Lord told Enoch that among all of the creations of God, “There has not been so great wickedness as among thy brethren” (Moses 7:36). The misery of the Flood that they were to experience would cause “the whole heavens [to] weep over them … , seeing these shall suffer” (Moses 7:37). Thus, while Satan and his angels rejoiced, the Lord wept with compassion for those who had misused their agency despite all he had done (see Moses 7:36–40).

Yet revelation to Enoch showed that for even those people who had so blatantly rejected their Heavenly Father and who would perish in the Flood, all was not lost. At a future time they could be blessed in a spirit prison through the preaching of the gospel and through the Atonement of Christ and his intercession to the Father in their behalf if they would repent (see Moses 7:38–39; 1 Pet. 3:18–20; D&C 138:20–22, 57–59). Thus, modern revelation teaches that God indeed suffered great sorrow over the Flood, which served as the baptism of the earth, and that he did all he could to prevent the destruction of his children—including giving the people one of his greatest preachers of righteousness to try to get them to change—and then, when the people failed to respond, he mercifully provided an opportunity for their redemption after their deaths.
Noah’s Preaching

Risking his life to preach to such a people, Noah prayerfully taught the gospel “as it was in the beginning” (Moses 8:16). For a long 120 years he specifically called people—which included many extended family members—to repentance and urged them to be baptized so that they might receive the Holy Ghost to guide them in paths of righteousness (see Moses 8:17, 24). Again and again, he warned them—likely with deep feelings—that failure to repent would bring the floods upon them. But “they hearkened not” (Moses 8:20; see also Moses 8:23–24; D&C 138:41). Indeed there were those who “sought Noah to take away his life; but the Lord was with Noah, and the power of the Lord was upon him” (Moses 8:18).

But a statement in Moses that prior to the Flood “the Holy Ghost fell on many, and they were caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion” (Moses 7:27) suggests that apparently many people received the gospel as a result of Noah and others. Thus, we are gratified to learn that many souls were saved through Noah’s ministry.
Following the Flood, Noah and his three sons and their wives received a calling much like that given to Adam and Eve. They were commanded to “multiply and replenish the earth,” which would fulfill a prophecy made by Methuselah “that from [Noah’s] loins should spring all the kingdoms of the earth” (Moses 8:3). As the Prophet Joseph Smith explained, “Noah was born to save seed of everything, when the earth was washed of its wickedness by the flood.” Noah fulfilled his specific calling just as Adam and Eve did in opening earth life and as the Savior did in redeeming earth life.

In addition, following the Flood, Noah and his family were given—as were Adam and Eve—dominion over all that lived. They could eat of all living things but they were not to eat of their blood (JST, Gen. 9:10). The law of Moses later taught that blood was to be shed on the altar and was to “make an atonement for your souls” (Lev. 17:11), prefiguring the Lord’s Atonement.
Further, in light of the great violence and oaths of murder among the pre-Flood peoples, Noah and his sons were specifically instructed that murder was forbidden. All of this was established within the same covenant that the Lord had made with Noah’s great-grandfather Enoch. Thus, Noah and his family were given commandments on how to implement the plan of salvation through their posterity, just as Adam and Eve had done (see Gen. 9:1–11; JST, Gen. 9:8–14; D&C 89:7–17; History of the Church, 3:386). 12
After his death, Noah continued his role as a great preacher of righteousness. In his role as the angel Gabriel, he visited Zacharias to announce the birth of John, called the Baptist, and to Mary to announce her calling as mother of the Savior (see Luke 1:18–19, 26–27). Less well known is Noah’s appearance to Daniel to instruct him about the coming of the Messiah in the last days (see Dan. 8:15–19; Dan. 9:21–23). 13 Later, Noah was surely among the “noble and great” preachers the Savior prepared to “carry the message of redemption” to those who because of their rebelliousness did not see the Savior in his post-mortal spirit world ministry (see D&C 138:21–22, 37–38, 41).

Speaking to his Twelve Apostles in his famous discourse about the future, the Lord Jesus Christ said that “as the days of Noe [Noah] were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matt. 24:37; see also JS—M 1:41).” End (extracts only) 
Did Noah’s Flood Cover The Earth

“There is no official doctrine regarding the scope or depth of Noah’s flood. Many LDS believe that the flood was localized—to Noah, the “earth” (and this is supported by how the word is used in Hebrew) would have referred to the land in his vicinity. Noah would not have known about the earth in a global sense (as we do today). If everything he saw was underwater, to his world the “earth” would have been flooded. https://archive.bookofmormoncentral.org/sites/default/files/archive-files/pdf/ash/2019-10-09/13_science_concerns.pdf Author(s): Michael R. Ash

Was the flood a global or local flood? (https://www.ldsliving.com)
“Modern believers are confronted with geological and other scientific evidence (in addition to the ancient literary context of Genesis) that casts serious doubt on the feasibility of a worldwide catastrophic flood sometime (presumably) around 3,000 BC that wiped out all animal and human life save that which was spared on Noah’s ark. In response to these challenges, some have wondered if perhaps the flood described in Genesis drew from memory of a localized event, perhaps a particularly bad flooding of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Given the somewhat ambiguous meaning of the Hebrew word eretz (“earth,” “land”), rather than the “earth” (meaning the spherical globe) being entirely flooded, instead perhaps Genesis meant to convey that the “earth” (meaning the land or local region where Noah dwelt) was inundated (Moses 1:29). Or perhaps a local flood was mythologized into a global one to symbolically signify the renewal or recreation of the earth from out of a primordial universal ocean (Genesis 1:2).

Latter-day Saints have likewise wrestled with this question and have come to varying conclusions (some more traditionalist, others more moderate).
 Apostle John A. Widtsoe acknowledged in 1943 that from a revelatory point of view we simply do not know enough to conclusively settle this matter. “The fact remains that the exact nature of the flood is not known. We set up assumptions, based upon our best knowledge, but can go no further.” He continued:

We should remember that when inspired writers deal with historical incidents they relate that which they have seen or that which may have been told them, unless indeed the past is opened to them by revelation. The details in the story of the flood are undoubtedly drawn from the experiences of the writer. Under a downpour of rain, likened to the opening of the heavens, a destructive torrent twenty-six feet deep or deeper would easily be formed. The writer of Genesis made a faithful report of the facts known to him concerning the flood. In other localities the depth of the water might have been more or less. In fact, the details of the flood are not known to us.

While readers may answer these questions differently for themselves https://www.ldsliving.com/5-Answers-to-Difficult-Questions-About-Noah-and-the-Flood/s/87471 
See/https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Mormonism_and_science/Global_or_local_Flood
See https://rsc.byu.edu/let-us-reason-together/was-noahs-flood-baptism-earth
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