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Adam Stands Next to Christ

D&C 78:16: “Who hath appointed Michael your Prince, and established his feet, and set him upon high, and given unto him the Keys of salvation under the counsel and direction of the Holy One who is without beginning of days or end of life.” 

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that Adam stood next to Christ in priesthood authority relative to those who have lived on earth:
“The Father called all spirits before Him at the creation of man and organized them. He (Adam) is the head and was told to multiply. The keys were first given to him and by him to others. He will give an account of his stewardship and they to him.” (Teachings, 158)

“How have we come at the Priesthood in the last days? It came down in regular succession. Peter, James, and John had it given to them and they gave it to others. Christ is the Great High Priest; Adam next” (Teachings, 158).
Elder Mark E Petersen also stated the importance of Adam: 
“We need to understand the true concept of the first man Adam. He was next to Christ in authority in the creation; he still is. He directs all dispensations of the Gospel ever given to mankind as the prophet Joseph Smith taught.” “Adam who is He” P 60 by Elder Mark E Petersen

“Jesus was chosen as the Redeemer, but Adam stands next to him. Adam was the first man, was a chosen instrument from God and has been from the eternities. When it came time for God to populate the earth, he sent the one great and significant being who stood next in line to Jehovah as the one to come here first….He was the Archangel among all the hosts of Heaven. He was highly intelligent, taught by God, guided by God and ordained of God. 
The Church of Jesus Christ was organized among his family and Adam was made the earthly head of it. He is still the next officer in the church-for all eternity-under Christ. As Joseph Smith said, Adam presides over all the dispensations and whenever dispensations of the Gospel have been given to the earth by the Saviour, it has been done through Adam and by the authority given to Adam by the Saviour.” Adam who is He page 66 a/a

President Joseph Fielding Smith stated:
“Adam was placed here, not a wild half civilized savage, but a perfectly developed man, with a wonderful intelligence for he helped to create this earth. He was chosen in the pre-existence to be the first man upon the earth and the father of the human race, and he will preside over his posterity forever….. The first man was instructed by the best teacher man ever had, for he was taught of God, and spoke the language of the Most High, in which angels conversed. This language he taught to his children…… Adam as Michael was one of the greatest intelligences in the spirit world and he stands next to Jesus Christ. When he came upon the earth the Lord gave him a perfect form of government….. ”. Doctrines of Salvation 1:94-96
Adam was the First to Receive the Keys of the First Presidency
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: 
“The Priesthood was first given to Adam; he obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of it from generation to generation. He obtained it in the Creation, before the world was formed, as in Gen. 1:26, 27, 28. He had dominion given to him over every living creature. He is Michael the Archangel, spoken of in the scriptures.” (Teachings p 157).
“The Priesthood is an everlasting principle and existed with God from eternity and will to eternity without beginning of days or end of years. The keys have to be brought from heaven whenever the Gospel is sent. When they are revealed from heaven, it is by Adam’s authority. And Why? Because Adam stands next to Christ in authority and was he first man to receive the keys of the First Presidency.” (Teachings p 157)
 “Commencing with Adam who was the first man who is spoken of in Daniel as being the “Ancient of Days” or in other words the first and oldest of all, The great grand progenitor of whom it is said in another place he is Michael because he was the first and father of all not by progeny but the first to hold the spiritual blessings, to whom was made known the plan of ordinances for the salvation of his posterity unto the end, and to whom Christ was first revealed, and through whom Christ has been revealed from heaven, and will continue to be revealed from henceforth. 
Adam holds the keys of the dispensation of the fullness of times. i.e., the dispensation of all the times have been and will be revealed through him from the beginning to Christ, and from Christ to the end of the dispensations that are to be revealed.” (Teachings 167)

Adam is the Prince of the Nations of the Earth Forever

A prince is a sovereign ruler

D&C 107:53-57: “Three years previous to the death of Adam, he called Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, and Methuselah, who were all high priests, with the residue of his posterity who were righteous, into the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there bestowed upon them his last blessing. And the Lord appeared unto them, and they rose up and blessed Adam, and called him Michael, The Prince, the Archangel. And the Lord administered comfort unto Adam, and said unto him: I have set thee to be at the head; a multitude of nations shall come of thee, and thou art a Prince over them forever. And Adam stood up in the midst of the congregation; and, notwithstanding he was bowed down with age, being full of the Holy Ghost, predicted whatsoever should befall his posterity unto the latest generation. These things were all written in the book of Enoch, and are to be testified of in due time.”
D&C 27:11: “And also with Michael or Adam, the father of all, the Prince of all, the ancient of days.”
Daniel 12:1: “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.”

Adam is Referred to in Scripture as Michael the Archangel

Bible Dictionary: Michael: The name by which Adam was known in the pre-mortal life. He is called the Archangel. In Hebrew the name means “Who is like God.” 

D&C 107:53-54: “Three years previous to the death of Adam, he called Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, and Methuselah, who were all high priests, with the residue of his posterity who were righteous, into the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there bestowed upon them his last blessing. And the Lord appeared unto them, and they rose up and blessed Adam, and called him Michael, the Prince, the Archangel.”

D&C 128:21: “And again, the voice of God in the chamber of old Father Whitmer, in Fayette, Seneca county, and at sundry times, and in divers places through all the travels and tribulations of this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints! And the voice of Michael, the Archangel; the voice of Gabriel, and of Raphael, and of divers angels, from Michael or Adam down to the present time, all declaring their dispensation, their rights, their keys, their honour’s, their majesty and glory, and the power of their priesthood.” 
“The scripture refers to him as the Archangel. The definition of that prefix is chief, or preeminent… Adam then was the chief angel, but not deity. He embodied most fully the qualities of an angelic existence. He was pre-eminent among the angels. He was their leader, and his name at that time was Michael….” Adam who is He” ibid page 7
The Prophet Joseph speaking of angels said: “These angels are under the direction of Michael or Adam, who acts under the direction of the Lord” Teachings p 168

Adam was Baptised and Forgiven his Transgression in the Garden of Eden
Moses 6:52-53: And he also said unto him: If thou wilt turn unto me, and hearken unto my voice, and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions, and be baptized, even in water, in the name of mine Only Begotten Son, who is full of grace and truth, which is Jesus Christ, the only name which shall be given under heaven, whereby salvation shall come unto the children of men, ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, asking all things in his name, and whatsoever ye shall ask, it shall be given you. And our father Adam spake unto the Lord, and said: ‘Why is it that men must repent and be baptized in water? And the Lord said unto Adam: Behold I have forgiven thee thy transgression in the Garden of Eden.’”
Moses 6:64-68: “And it came to pass, when the Lord had spoken with Adam, our father, that Adam cried unto the Lord, and he was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, and was carried down into the water, and was laid under the water, and was brought forth out of the water. And thus he was baptized, and the Spirit of God descended upon him, and thus he was born of the Spirit, and became quickened in the inner man. And he heard a voice out of heaven, saying: Thou art baptized with fire, and with the Holy Ghost. This is the record of the Father, and the Son, from henceforth and forever; And thou art after the order of him who was without beginning of days or end of years, from all eternity to all eternity. Behold, thou art one in me, a son of God; and thus may all become my sons.” Amen.
Michael is Commander in Chief of the Armies of Israel

Michael and his Angels cast out the devil and his cohorts from heaven 
Revelations 12:7-9: “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

Michael will be the seventh Angel to sound the trump and then Satan is bound

D&C 88:106, 110: “And again, another angel shall sound his trump, which is the seventh angel, saying: It is finished; it is finished! The Lamb of God hath overcome and trodden the wine-press alone, even the wine-press of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God….. And so on, until the seventh angel shall sound his trump; and he shall stand forth upon the land and upon the sea, and swear in the name of him who sitteth upon the throne, that there shall be time no longer; and Satan shall be bound, that old serpent, who is called the devil, and shall not be loosed for the space of a thousand years.”

Michael and his armies will cast the devil and his armies out after the Millennium
D&C 88: 111-115: “And then he shall be loosed for a little season, that he may gather together his armies. And Michael, the seventh angel, even the archangel, shall gather together his armies, even the hosts of heaven. And the devil shall gather together his armies; even the hosts of hell, and shall come up to battle against Michael and his armies. And then cometh the battle of the great God; and the devil and his armies shall be cast away into their own place, that they shall not have power over the saints any more at all. For Michael shall fight their battles, and shall overcome him who seeketh the throne of him who sitteth upon the throne, even the Lamb.”

Jude 1:9: “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.”
Elder Mark E Petersen declared: “Another indication of the fact that Adam was the archangel, the leader of the spirits in the pre-earth life-but always subservient to Jehovah, who was Christ-is that it was he, Michael who led the armies of Heaven in rejecting the rebellious Lucifer from the heavens when he chose to fight against God.” (‘Adam Who was He’ ibid p 8.)
It is Michael who takes on Lucifer directly: D&C 128:20: “The voice of Michael on the banks of the Susquehanna detecting the devil when he appeared as angel of light.” 
Adam will Hold a Council Prior to the Second Coming

D&C 116: "Spring Hill is named by the Lord Adam-ondi-Ahman, because, said he, it is the place where Adam shall come to visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall sit, as spoken of by Daniel the prophet." 
Daniel 7:13-14: “I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”
The Prophet Joseph Smith stated: “Daniel in his seventh chapter speaks of the Ancient of Days; he means the oldest man, our Father Adam, Michael, he will call his children together and hold a council with them to prepare them for the coming of the Son of Man. He (Adam) is the father of the human family, and presides over the spirits of all men, and all that have had the keys must stand before him in this grand council. This may take place before some of us leave this stage of action. The Son of Man stands before him, and there is given him glory and dominion. Adam delivers up his stewardship to Christ, that which was delivered to him as holding the keys of the universe but retains his standing as head of the human family.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.157) 
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith stated: “It was in the night vision that all this was shown to Daniel, and he saw the Son of Man come to the grand council, as he did to the first grand council in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there he received the keys from Adam "And there was given to him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." (Daniel 7:13-14.) 
In this council Christ will take over the reigns of government, officially, on this earth, and "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.(Jesus Christ.)” Daniel 7:27 
Until this grand council is held, Satan shall hold rule in the nations of the earth; but at that time thrones are to be cast down and man's rule shall come to an end -- for it is decreed that the Lord shall make an end of all nations. (D.C. 87:6.)…………..
Adam will direct this judgment, and then he will make his report, as the one holding the keys for this earth, to his Superior Officer, Jesus Christ. Our Lord will then assume the reins of government; directions will be given to the Priesthood; and He, whose right it is to rule, will be installed officially by the voice of the Priesthood there assembled.  (Joseph Fielding Smith The Way to Perfection, p.289-291 extracts) 
Michael will Sound the Trump for the General Resurrection

D&C 29:26: “But, behold, verily I say unto you, before the earth shall pass away, Michael, mine archangel, shall sound his trump, and then shall all the dead awake, for their graves shall be opened, and they shall come forth—yea, even all.”

1 Thessalonians 4:16: “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.
Meaning of the term ‘Adam-ondi-Ahman’
Adam-ondi-Ahman is interpreted by one to mean “the Valley of God,” by another as “Adam’s consecrated Land,” and by another, “Adam’s grave.”

“The very word itself speaks of the manner in which Adam has received the “Keys of Salvation” under the counsel and direction of the Holy One, who is Jesus Christ the Lord. 
The word “Adam” refers directly to Adam.
The word “ondi,” means nearby or connected with. 
The word “Ahman” means the Lord himself. 
Therefore a literal translation of the words “Adam-ondi-Ahman” means “The Lord Jesus Christ, through Adam unto mankind.”                                                                              (The Lord Speaketh (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1964), p. 216. Alvin R. Dyer)
Adam was the First Man and is the Father of the Human Family

D&C 84:16: “And from Enoch to Abel, who was slain by the conspiracy of his brother, who received the priesthood by the commandments of God, by the hand of his father Adam, who was the first man.”

1 Corinthians 15:45: “And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul..”
Abraham 1:3: “It was conferred upon me from the fathers; it came down from the fathers, from the beginning of time, yea, even from the beginning, or before the foundation of the earth, down to the present time, even the right of the firstborn, or the first man, who is Adam, or first father, through the fathers unto me.”
Moses 3:7: “And I, the Lord God, formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul, the first flesh upon the earth, the first man also; nevertheless, all things were before created; but spiritually were they created and made according to my word.”
D&C 27:11: “And also with Michael or Adam, the father of all, the Prince of all, the ancient of days.”
2 Nephi 2:19-20: “And after Adam and Eve had partaken of the forbidden fruit they were driven out of the garden of Eden, to till the earth. And they have brought forth children; yea, even the family of all the earth.”

1 Nephi 5:11: “And he beheld that they did contain the five books of Moses, which gave an account of the creation of the world, and also of Adam and Eve, who were our first parents.”

Genesis 3:20: “And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.”
Genesis 5:1-2: “This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.”
Genesis 5:4-5: “And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters: And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.”
Adam’s body was literally created by the hand of God. The genealogy of Joseph in Luke concludes with:

Luke 3:37-38: “Which was the son of Mathusala which was the son of Enoch which was the son of Jared which was the son of Maleleel which was the son of Cainan which was the son of Enos which was the son of Seth which was the son of Adam which was the son of God.”
Articles

‘Adam the Archangel’ Elder Mark E Petersen Oct 1980 Conference (extracts)
“The Church of Jesus Christ was well established in the time of Adam (see Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p 169). Men like Seth and Enos grew to become the early patriarchs of the Church, and through them a long line of priesthood leaders was established. Adam held the keys of the First Presidency and stood directly after the Savior in authority (see Teachings, p. 168). He received those keys in the Creation, according to the Prophet Joseph Smith, who added, “Christ is the Great High Priest; Adam next” (Teachings, pp. 157–58).
Who was Adam that he was privileged to begin the human race here on earth? Had he been some very special personage in the premortal world?

Indeed, Adam was very special and very important. Before coming into mortality, he was known as Michael. The Prophet Joseph Smith clearly identifies both Adam and Michael as one and the same person, an angel, the chief angel, or archangel, of heaven, the special servant of God and Christ.

When Michael came into mortality he was known as Adam, the first man, but he was still his own self. Although he was given another name, that of Adam, he did not change his identity.

After his mortal death he resumed his position as an angel in the heavens, once again serving as the chief angel, or archangel, and took again his former name of Michael.
In his capacity as archangel, Adam, or Michael, will yet perform a mighty mission in the coming years, both before and after the Millennium. This is startling, but the scriptures declare it.

One important assignment that awaits him is to be the angel to sound the trumpet heralding the resurrection of the dead. The scripture reads, “Behold, verily I say unto you, before the earth shall pass away, Michael, mine archangel, shall sound his trump, and then shall all the dead awake, for their graves shall be opened, and they shall come forth” (D&C 29:26).

What a marvelous calling for Adam, or Michael. But note that even in this assignment, which is yet future, he still will be an angel—the archangel, but an angel nevertheless.

Section 107 of the Doctrine and Covenants, dated March 28, 1835, identifies him as an angel as of that date—little more than a hundred years ago—and calls him “Michael, the Prince, the Archangel” (D&C 107:54).

During the Millennium the devil will be bound, but afterward will be freed for a short time, during which he will rally his evil forces to make one final assault upon God. Who will lead the defending armies of the Lord? None other than Michael himself, whose position as archangel qualifies him to be the captain of the Lord’s host. Is he not the chief of the angels? Then should he not lead them into battle against Lucifer?
As the archangel he continues to serve the interests of the Lord with respect to this earth. His ultimate exaltation, of course, is fully assured, but it must await the completion of his work here. Seven angels are to sound trumpets to announce a series of events to precede the second coming of the Savior. Michael will be the seventh of those angels.

“And Michael, the seventh angel, even the archangel”—and please note here how the Lord still identifies him strictly as an angel, for that is his status—and now I repeat this scripture:

“And Michael, the seventh angel, even the archangel, shall gather together his armies, even the hosts of heaven. … And then cometh the battle of the great God; and the devil and his armies shall be cast away into their own place.” (D&C 88:112, 114; emphasis added.)

Then can anyone honestly mistake the identity of Adam, or Michael? Even after the thousand years of the Millennium are over he will still retain his status as an angel—the archangel—and a resurrected man.

In the year 1842 the Prophet Joseph Smith spoke of Michael, or Adam, who visited him. Joseph identified him as an angel even then—the archangel—and said, “The voice of Michael, the archangel; … and of diverse [other] angels, from Michael or Adam down to the present time” (D&C 128:21). He thus listed Michael, or Adam, with the other angels.

So, in 1842 Michael, or Adam, was still an angel and will continue to be so through the final winding up scene of this earth…….

Then who is Adam? He is Michael the archangel, appointed by God and Christ to be the mortal progenitor of the race. At this very moment, in the year 1980, he is still in his position as the archangel whose trumpet in the final days will herald the resurrection and who will be the captain of the Lord’s hosts in the final defeat of Lucifer.

He is the “Ancient of Days” spoken of by Daniel the prophet and as such will meet the faithful in that same valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman, which is named after him (see Dan. 7:9–22; D&C 116).

At the close of this dispensation he will there deliver up his stewardship to Christ, his Master and his Savior, the Lord Jehovah, who in turn will give his accounting to the Heavenly and Eternal Father of us all (see Teachings, pp. 122, 157, 167–68, 237).” END
Elder Mark E. Petersen ‘Adam who is He’ p 84/85

Michael and Jehovah Work Together for the Salvation of Man
“It is interesting that President Young would speak of Adam, as Michael assisting in the creation of the earth. It was really most appropriate that Michael should help form the earth which he was to occupy as the first man, and which would become a home for his descendants. And since the Saviour, as Jehovah was to come to this same earth to bring about the atonement or the first sin to be committed here, it likewise was most appropriate that He also take part in this earth’s creation. 

Both worked together in the creation Jehovah and Michael under the direction of the Eternal Father Elohim. And both worked together in the overall plan of salvation for mankind. Adam providing mortality without which we could not be tried and tested in the Lord’s plan and Jesus providing the redemption, both from mortality and its ultimate end death and from sin, which likewise is part of our mortal experience. 
How remarkable that we learn that these two great beings-Christ the Son of God, and Michael his chief servant-worked so closely and in such unity to make possible the eternal progress of human kind. As servants of the Eternal Father, they truly became the principle instruments in the Almighty’s hands for bringing to pass the Mortality, Immortality, and Eternal Life of man. It is easily understood then, as the Prophet Joseph said, that Adam stands next to Christ in authority” Adam who is He p 84/85 
What Modern Revelation Teaches about Adam
Arthur Bailey Ensign, Jan. 1998 (extracts)
Truths restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith bring Adam and Eve out of obscurity and into marvelous light, revealing they were noble and great forebears who “fell that men might be” (2 Ne. 2:25)

Reading about Adam’s life from the Bible alone leaves many unanswered questions. How should we feel about our first parents? Should we bewail Adam and Eve for partaking of the forbidden fruit? What did they really know about the teachings and commandments of God?

Fortunately, the Lord has revealed information that helps answer such questions. These truths are found in the Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price, and Book of Mormon, and in the Prophet Joseph Smith’s statements in History of the Church and other writings. Indeed, these sacred writings teach that Adam and Eve were majestic and glorious forebears and that they were taught the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ “from the beginning” (Moses 5:58). These sources instruct us about Adam’s life before Eden, in Eden, in mortality, and in his post-mortal state…
Pre-Eden: 
The Prophet taught that during this period of the spirit existence Adam received the priesthood: “He obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of it from generation to generation. He obtained it in the Creation, before the world was formed” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 157). He was chosen to be the head of the mortal family and was instructed in his role as our earthly progenitor (see Teachings, 158). These sources reveal that Adam and Eve were taught the gospel long before they were in Eden. Indeed, life before Eden was obviously a time of preparation for their important ministry. In the pre-mortal realm, Adam was known as Michael and led the faithful angels of heaven against Lucifer. As a result, Lucifer was cast out of heaven to the earth (see Rev. 12:7–9).

Eden: 
The Lord revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith much more about the occurrences in the Garden of Eden than what has survived in the Bible. When Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden, he was privileged to have a tangible, physical body of flesh and bone. “And the Gods planted a garden, eastward in Eden, and there they put the man, whose spirit they had put into the body which they had formed” (Abraham 5:8). He was created in the “very fashion, image and likeness of God” (Teachings, 345).

As the first man, he was given the name of Adam (see Moses 1:33–34). He was still in the presence of God in Eden and continued the intimate relationship he enjoyed with his Father. He was instructed again about his role in the plan of salvation (see Moses 3:16–17; Abr. 5:12–13) and was permitted to name “all cattle, … fowl of the air, and … every beast of the field” in Eden (Moses 3:20). He was also introduced to Eve, who would become a “help meet for him” (i.e., suitable helper; Gen. 2:18).

Adam and Eve were married in Eden (see History of the Church, 2:320). Lehi said of their circumstances that “they would have had no children; wherefore they would have remained in a state of innocence, having no joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for they knew no sin” (2 Ne. 2:23). He also stated, “If Adam had not transgressed he would not have fallen, but he would have remained in the garden of Eden. And all things which were created must have remained in the same state in which they were after they were created; and they must have remained forever, and had no end” (2 Ne. 2:22)

When Eve was successfully tempted by Lucifer, Adam also subsequently transgressed the law that had preserved them in their Edenic state. The implications of the Fall are often misunderstood in the contemporary world.

One misperception the world has about the transgression of Adam and Eve is the concept of original sin. In short, this doctrine is that the Fall of Adam tainted every individual who is born into the human family. Thinking that all children inherit Adam’s sin and are thus cut off forever from God’s presence, some Christians practice infant baptism as a remedy.

Information supplied by the Prophet Joseph Smith, however, shows that the doctrine of original sin as it has been developed in the world is false. In the book of Moses we learn “that the Son of God hath atoned for original guilt, wherein the sins of the parents cannot be answered upon the heads of the children, for they are whole from the foundation of the world” (Moses 6:54). The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that in our infant state we are innocent before God because of the Atonement of Christ (see D&C 93:38). The Book of Mormon contains these words from the Lord Jesus Christ: “Little children are whole, for they are not capable of committing sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from them in me” (Moro. 8:8). The Prophet Joseph Smith declared that “men will be punished for their own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression” (A of F 1:2).

Our Father in Heaven knew Adam and Eve would fall. In fact, the Prophet Joseph Smith taught that Adam “was made to open the way of the world” (Teachings, 12). Lehi tells us, “Adam fell that man might be; and men are, that they might have joy” (2 Ne. 2:25). Modern scripture makes it clear that it was the will of the Father, as part of his plan that Adam and Eve transgress and thus be moved out of Eden. Satan thus unwittingly furthered the plan, “for he knew not the mind of God” (Moses 4:6).

After the Fall Adam and Eve were given coats of skins to cover their bodies (see Gen. 3:21). It is interesting to note that the Hebrew word for atonement is kaphar, which means to “cover” or “make propitiation.” By wearing their coats of skins, they would be reminded that the Atonement covered their sins.

Mortality: 
Having experienced the change to mortal bodies, Adam and Eve were driven from Eden and began to till the earth and raise flocks. President Brigham Young and others reported that the Prophet Joseph Smith taught that Eden was in Jackson County, Missouri, and that the nearby valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman was, at least for a period, “the land where Adam dwelt” (D&C 117:8). It was now possible for Adam and Eve to have children, which they did. The sequence of events in Moses 5 indicates that sons and daughters were born to them even before Cain and Abel were born. Their children “began to divide two and two in the land, and to till the land, and to tend flocks and they also begat sons and daughters” (Moses 5:3). We know the names of only three sons: Cain, Abel, and Seth.

The book of Genesis does not record any aspect of the lives of the first family after their expulsion from the garden prior to the story of Cain and Abel (see Gen. 4:1–17), but the revelations given to the Prophet Joseph Smith show that Adam and Eve were taught the plan of salvation, including the Savior’s role and the significance of gospel ordinances. Though they were out of God’s presence and no longer walked and talked with him as they had done in Eden, “they heard [his] voice … from the way toward the Garden of Eden, speaking unto them, [but] they saw him not” (Moses 5:4).

Adam and Eve were instructed about proper worship and the offering or sacrifice of the firstlings of their flocks (see Moses 5:5). Their obedience to these commands brought additional instruction and enlightenment into their lives. “And after many days an angel of the Lord appeared unto Adam, saying: Why dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord? And Adam said unto him: I know not, save the Lord commanded me. And the angel spake, saying: This thing is a similitude of the sacrifice of the Only Begotten of the Father, which is full of grace and truth. Wherefore, thou shalt do all that thou doest in the name of the Son, and thou shalt repent and call upon God in the name of the Son forevermore” (see Moses 5:6–8).

After being taught by an angel about the purpose of their offering sacrifices and the need for repentance and prayer, the “Holy Ghost fell upon Adam”; he then learned more about the mission of Jesus Christ and that he and his children, “even as many as will,” could be redeemed from the Fall (Moses 5:9). Under the influence of the Holy Ghost Adam rejoiced and “began to prophesy concerning all the families of the earth saying: Blessed be the name of God, for because of my transgression my eyes are opened, and in this life I shall have joy, and again in the flesh I shall see God” (Moses 5:10). Eve then “was glad, saying: Were it not for our transgression we never should have had seed, and never should have known good and evil, and the joy of our redemption, and the eternal life which God giveth unto all the obedient” (Moses 5:11).

These declarations indicate that Adam and Eve saw their transgression in its proper and true perspective. They understood the necessity of the Fall and praised God for his great plan of happiness. No sorrow, regret, or shame is evident in these statements.

In the information provided by the Prophet Joseph Smith, Satan’s role is emphasized more than it is in the Bible. The biblical story of Adam and Eve mentions Satan in only six verses: Genesis 3:1–4, 13, and 15 .These verses are all in relation to the temptation in the garden. There are no subsequent references to Satan’s interference in their lives or the lives of their children after the Fall. By contrast, Moses 4 contains 14 verses (Moses 4:1–11, 19–21) that apply to Satan’s actions in Eden, and Moses 5 gives considerable detail about his influence within the ranks of Adam and Eve’s family in mortality.

After Adam and Eve instructed their family about the things that had been taught by the angel, Satan “came among [their children], saying: … Believe it not; and they believed it not, and they loved Satan more than God. And men began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual, and devilish” (Moses 5:12–13). It is very instructive that even though Adam and Eve had earlier yielded to Satan’s influence in Eden, these words were not used to describe them but rather to describe their disobedient sons and daughters.

In Moses 5 we learn that Cain and Abel are born after Lucifer’s philosophy of “believe it not” is entrenched among the children of Adam (see Moses 5:16–17). Further, we see that it is through Satan’s efforts that Cain is enticed to rebel against the counsels of the Lord and to slay his brother: “Cain loved Satan more than God. And Satan commanded him, saying: Make an offering unto the Lord” (Moses 5:18). The Prophet Joseph Smith adds further light by saying that Cain’s sacrifice was offered without faith (see Teachings, 58). Although Cain’s sacrifice was not accepted, the Lord mercifully extended an opportunity to Cain to repent (see Moses 5:22–25). Cain rejected that opportunity and immediately made a covenant with Satan to take Abel’s life (Moses 5:29–32). As a result of Cain’s disobedience, he was “shut out from the presence of the Lord, …with his wife [who was one of his brother’s daughters; see Moses 5:28] and [with] many of his brethren dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden” (Moses 5:41). After this event, other children of Adam and Eve made covenants with Satan (see Moses 5:49–51). “And Adam and his wife mourned before the Lord, because of Cain and his brethren” (Moses 5:27).

Being able to read about Adam and Eve’s response to these sad family events helps us become better acquainted with their struggles in raising their family. Knowing that Adam and Eve were real people helps us relate better to them and to our own feelings, on occasion, of frustration and sorrow. Further, it is heartening to note that our times of sorrow are very brief compared to Adam’s trials in his 930 years in mortality (see Gen. 5:5). 
Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, we learn that Adam continued to teach and call his children to repentance. In the midst of much turmoil throughout their family, Seth was born (see Moses 6:2). He chose righteousness, and Adam blessed and ordained him at age 69 (see D&C 107:42). Genesis 5:3 says Seth was in the likeness and image of his father, and      D&C  107:43 adds that he could be “distinguished from [his father] only by his age.” Further, we learn through the Prophet that Adam and his family kept a book of remembrance that contained a genealogical record and probably other things important to their family. It was kept in the language of Adam, a pure and undefiled tongue (see Moses 6:5–7).

Through the Prophet Joseph Smith we learn that Enoch taught about Adam’s instruction to his family and about his participation in the priesthood’s saving ordinances. Enoch reports that God called upon Adam “by his own voice” and taught him regarding repentance, baptism, the importance of the name of Jesus Christ, the gift of the Holy Ghost, forgiveness, original guilt, agency, the Fall, being born again, and the mission of the Comforter—all of which are identified as “the plan of salvation unto all men” (see Moses 6:51–62).

When Adam learned that the way back to God’s presence was through Jesus Christ and that he should be baptized “in the name of mine Only Begotten Son, who is full of grace and truth, which is Jesus Christ, the only name which shall be given under heaven, whereby salvation shall come unto the children of men” (Moses 6:52), he was baptized (see Moses 6:64). Then “the Spirit of God descended upon him, and thus he was born of the Spirit, and became quickened in the inner man.
“And he heard a voice out of heaven, saying: Thou art baptized with fire, and with the Holy Ghost. This is the record of the Father, and the Son, from henceforth and forever; And thou art after the order of him who was without beginning of days or end of years, from all eternity to all eternity. Behold, thou art one in me, a son of God; and thus may all become my sons. Amen” (Moses 6:65–68).

These events clearly show that even in Adam’s time the Savior’s central role in the plan was known and that compliance with divine instruction and participation in prescribed priesthood ordinances was required to be born of God. To become once again a child of God requires a change from a state of sin to a state of righteousness, becoming a new creature, as it were (see Mosiah 27:25–26). 
In order for Adam to fulfil his role as patriarch of the human family and provide ordinances for their salvation, it was necessary for him to hold the priesthood with all its attendant keys. The Prophet Joseph Smith said that Adam stood next to Christ in priesthood authority relative to those who have lived on earth: “How have we come at the Priesthood in the last days? It came down in regular succession. Peter, James, and John had it given to them and they gave it to others. Christ is the Great High Priest; Adam next” (Teachings, 158). 
Adam “held its keys from generation to generation” with “Adam receiving his Presidency and authority from the Lord” (Teachings, 169; see also D&C 78:15–16). “The keys have to be brought from heaven whenever the Gospel is sent. When they are revealed from heaven, it is by Adam’s authority. … He (Adam) is the father of the human family, and presides over the spirits of all men, and all that have had the keys must stand before him,” said Joseph Smith (Teachings, 157).

It is evident that the Prophet Joseph Smith was aware of Adam’s important priesthood role and that he himself served under Adam’s direction, who served under the Lord Jesus Christ.

After Adam’s many, many years of great and noble faithfulness, near the end of his life another great event occurred. The Prophet Joseph Smith said, “I saw Adam in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman. He called together his children and blessed them with a patriarchal blessing. The Lord appeared in their midst, and he (Adam) blessed them all, and foretold what should befall them to the latest generation” (Teachings, 158). The Prophet recorded that this event took place three years prior to Adam’s death and that Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, and Methuselah, all of whom had been ordained by Adam, were present. These righteous descendants were “high priests” in the order of the priesthood established “in the days of Adam” (see D&C 107:41–53). This meeting was also attended by the “residue of his posterity who were righteous” (D&C 107:53).

“And the Lord appeared unto them, and they rose up and blessed Adam, and called him Michael, the prince, the archangel. And the Lord administered comfort unto Adam, and said unto him: I have set thee to be at the head; a multitude of nations shall come of thee, and thou art a prince over them forever. And Adam stood up in the midst of the congregation; and, notwithstanding he was bowed down with age, being full of the Holy Ghost, predicted whatsoever should befall his posterity unto the latest generation” (D&C 107:54–56).

Adam later died. Then, in these last days, the Prophet Joseph Smith reported that he saw Adam in the Celestial Kingdom (see D&C 137:5). However, Adam’s great work is not done and continues today.

Post Mortality: 
One of Adam’s duties in his post-mortal role as father of the human race is to help prepare his posterity for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Daniel 7:22 speaks of the return of the Ancient of Days, which the Prophet Joseph Smith said, “means the oldest man, our Father Adam, Michael, [who] will call his children together and hold a council with them to prepare them for the coming of the Son of Man” (Teachings, 157). This preparatory council will be held at Adam-Ondi-Ahman (see D&C 116:1; Teachings, 122) and will be attended by the Savior (see Teachings, 158).

After the Millennium, Satan will be loosed for a period known as the “little season” (D&C 88:111); then Adam as the archangel and commander of the Lord’s heavenly hosts will lead them against Lucifer and his legions and defeat them. 
To the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Lord revealed: 
D&C 88:112–15: “Michael, the seventh angel, even the archangel, shall gather together his armies, even the hosts of heaven. And the devil shall gather together his armies; even the hosts of hell, and shall come up to battle against Michael and his armies. And then cometh the battle of the great God; and the devil and his armies shall be cast away into their own place, that they shall not have power over the saints any more at all. For Michael shall fight their battles, and shall overcome him who seeketh the throne of him who sitteth upon the throne, even the Lamb” 

This will be the last, great battle, resulting in Satan’s having no more power over the Saints. As we ponder Adam’s role, we see that Adam is a great opposer to Satan. Even before Eden, Satan was defeated and cast out of heaven to the earth by Adam and priesthood power and priesthood forces. Because of the holy priesthood, Adam will forever have ascendancy over Satan.
Of Adam’s everlasting role as the grand mortal patriarch of the human family, the Prophet Joseph Smith said that God established the ordinances of the gospel to be the same forever and set Adam to oversee their dispensation to his children. Yet, in all things Adam acts under the direction of the Lord Jesus Christ and although he holds presiding responsibility for all dispensations affecting his posterity, he himself does not receive a fulness until the kingdom is presented to the Father by the Lord Jesus Christ at the last day (See Teachings, 169). This event will occur after Adam has called forth all his posterity in the resurrection (see D&C 29:26; D&C 138:51).

In summary, it is evident that the Bible is missing much great and marvelous information about our remarkable forebear Adam. The additional truths provided by the Prophet Joseph Smith reveal anew events about our first mortal parent. Adam and Eve emerge from relative obscurity into marvelous light…..”
A Latter-day Saint View of Adam

The left column lists the Bible’s teachings about Adam; the right column lists additional information restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith.

	What the Bible Teaches
	What Latter-day Revelation Adds

	Pre-Eden
	Pre-Eden

	[no items]
	• Adam dwelt with God as a spirit (see Teachings, 158).

	
	• He was chosen to be the mortal head of the human family (see Teachings, 158).

	
	• He is Michael, the Ancient of Days, the archangel, the leader of the heavenly forces who cast Lucifer from heaven (see D&C 27:11; Rev. 12:7–9).

	
	• He received the priesthood keys of the First Presidency before the world was formed (see Teachings, 157).

	Eden
	Eden

	• Adam was created and was placed in the garden (see Gen. 2:7–8).
	 

	• He was the first man (see 1 Cor. 15:45).
	

	• He gave names to all living creatures (see Gen. 2:19–20).
	

	• Eve was created (see Gen. 2:21–22).
	• Adam and Eve were married in the Garden of Eden (see History of the Church, 2:320).

	• Adam and Eve transgressed (see Gen. 3:1–6).
	• They fell “that men might be” (2 Ne. 2:25; see also Teachings, 12).

	• They made aprons and hid from the Lord (see Gen. 3:7–8).
	 

	• God instructed Adam and Eve (see Gen. 3:16–17).
	

	• The Lord gave them coats of skins (see Gen. 3:21).
	

	• They were driven from Eden (see Gen. 3:23–24).
	

	Mortality
	Mortality

	• Their transgression brought death into the world (see 1 Cor. 15:22).
	• They suffered spiritual death (see D&C 29:41).

	• They kept records (see Gen. 5:1).
	• They had a pure and undefiled language (see Moses 6:6).

	 
	• They were commanded to worship and offer sacrifice (see Moses 5:5).

	
	• Adam was taught by angels (see Moses 5:6–8; D&C 29:42).

	
	• He received the Holy Ghost (see Moses 5:9).

	
	• They comprehended reasons for the Fall and rejoiced (see Moses 5:10–11).

	• They had children (see Gen. 4:1–2, 25).
	• They taught the gospel to their children (see Moses 5:12).

	 
	• They experienced sorrow because of their children’s transgressions (see Moses 5:27).

	
	• They were forgiven of their transgression in Eden (see Moses 6:53).

	
	• Adam was baptized and born of the Spirit (see Moses 6:64–65).

	
	• He was given the priesthood in mortality (see Teachings, 157).

	
	• He ordained righteous brethren to important callings in the priesthood (see D&C 107:39–53).

	• Adam lived 930 years in mortality (see Gen. 5:5).
	• He dwelt at Adam-Ondi-Ahman (see D&C 117:8).

	• As a prophet he was a type, or foreshadowing, of Christ (see Rom. 5:14).
	• Three years before his death, he gathered and blessed his posterity (see D&C 107:53–57).

	Post mortality
	Post mortality

	[no items]
	• He stands next to Jesus Christ in priesthood authority (see Teachings, 158).

	
	• Under Jesus Christ, Adam holds the keys of all dispensations (see History of the Church, 4:207–8).

	
	• Adam directs the restoration of ordinances even in our time (see History of the Church, 4:207).

	
	• He was seen in the celestial kingdom by the Prophet Joseph Smith (see D&C 137:5).

	
	• Prior to the Lord’s Second Coming, Adam will be at Adam-ondi-Ahman (see Teachings, 157).


Notes: In Hebrew, Adam means “man” or “mankind”; the scriptures provide the following meanings of the name—“first man” (D&C 84:16), “many” (Moses 1:34), and “first father” (Abr. 1:3), all denoting his historical role as the grand progenitor of the entire human family. Michael, meaning “who is like God” (Bible Dictionary “Michael”), is also identified as the archangel (see D&C 29:26).

The statement in Gen. 2:17, in which Adam was told he would die in the day he partook of the fruit, has caused confusion regarding the Bible’s authenticity. However, latter-day scriptures teach us that at this period a “day” was measured “after the Lord’s time, which was after the time of Kolob” because “as yet the Gods had not appointed unto Adam his reckoning” (Abr. 5:13). 
‘The Man Adam’ Robert L. Millet, Ensign, Jan. 1994

“Few persons in all eternity have been more directly involved in the plan of salvation—the creation, the fall, and the ultimate redemption of the children of God—than the man Adam. His ministry among the sons and daughters of earth stretches from the distant past of pre-mortality to the distant future of resurrection, judgment, and beyond.

As Michael, the archangel, Adam led the forces of God against the armies of Lucifer in the War in Heaven. Under the direction of Elohim and Jehovah, he assisted in the creation of the earth. After taking physical bodies, Adam and Eve brought mortality into being through partaking of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. With the fall of our first parents came blood and posterity and probation and death, as well as the need for redemption through a Savior. To Adam the gospel was first preached, and upon him the priesthood was first bestowed. From Adam and Eve the message of the gospel of salvation went forth to all the world. Following his death, which occurred almost a millennium after he entered mortality, Adam’s watch-care over his posterity continued. Revelations have come and angels have ministered under his direction. Priesthood has been conferred and keys delivered at his behest.

Before the World Was: 
Adam’s role in the eternal plan of God began in our pre-mortal first estate. There he was known as Michael, literally one “who is like God.” Indeed, “by his diligence and obedience there, as one of the spirit sons of God, he attained a stature and power second only to that of Christ, the Firstborn. None of all our Father’s children equalled him in intelligence and might, save Jesus only.” He was “called and prepared from the foundation of the world according to the foreknowledge of God” (Alma 13:3) to perform his labors on earth. Michael stood with Jehovah in defense of the plan of the Father, the plan of salvation, this in opposition to the amendatory offering of Lucifer, a “son of the morning.” 
“The contention in heaven was,” Joseph Smith explained, that “Jesus said there would be certain souls that would not be saved; and the devil said he could save them all, and laid his plans before the grand council, who gave their vote in favor of Jesus Christ. So the devil rose up in rebellion against God, and was cast down, with all who put up their heads for him.” Or, as the Revelator saw in vision: “There was war in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought against Michael; And the dragon prevailed not against Michael. … Neither was there place found in heaven for the great dragon who was cast out; that old serpent called the devil, and also called Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into the earth; and his angels were cast out with him.” (JST Rev. 12:6–8)

Michael was directly involved in the preparation of the physical world in which he and his posterity would undergo a mortal probation....... The Prophet Joseph Smith thus taught that “the Priesthood was first given to Adam; he obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of it from generation to generation. He obtained it in the Creation, before the world was formed, as in Gen. 1:26, 27, 28.” 
In Eden

When it came time to begin our second estate, it was appropriate for God our Father to call upon Michael to receive a tabernacle of flesh and become earth’s first inhabitant. Luke’s genealogy of Jesus ends with a noble description of Adam, “the son of God.” (Luke 3:38.) In the Joseph Smith Translation of Genesis, we read of the line of great patriarchs from Adam to Enoch: “This is the genealogy of the sons of Adam, who was the son of God, with whom God himself conversed.” (Gen. 6:23; compare Moses 6:22.) Adam’s very name means “man” or “man-kind,” and his position as the “first man of all men” (Moses 1:34) suggests the eminence of his pre-mortal status.

.....In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve walked and talked with God. Adam was made “lord or governor of all things on earth, and at the same time [enjoyed] communion … with his Maker, without a vail to separate between.” Our first parents would have remained in this state indefinitely had not circumstances changed. (See 2 Ne. 2:22; Moses 4:9.) Those circumstances did change as a result of Adam and Eve’s partaking of the forbidden fruit.

The Latter-day Saint view of the scenes in Eden is remarkably optimistic when compared to traditional Christian views. We believe that Adam and Eve went into the Garden of Eden to fall, that their actions helped “open the way of the world,” and that the Fall was as much a part of the foreordained plan of the Father as was the very Atonement. “Adam did only what he had to do,” President Joseph Fielding Smith said. “He partook of that fruit for one good reason, and that was to open the door to bring you and me and everyone else into this world, for Adam and Eve could have remained in the Garden of Eden; they could have been there to this day, if Eve hadn’t done something.”..........
Out of Eden After being cast from the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were taught the gospel by the ministration of angels, by the voice of God, and through the power of the Holy Ghost. (See Moses 5:1–12, 58.) 
The veil separating Adam from the immediate presence of the Eternal Father did not, however, remove Adam’s memory of life in Eden. As Joseph Smith clarified, Adam’s transgression “did not deprive him of the previous [Edenic] knowledge with which he was endowed relative to the existence and glory of his Creator. … Though he was cast out from the garden of Eden, his knowledge of the existence of God was not lost, neither did God cease to manifest his will unto him.” President John Taylor asked: “How did Adam get his information of the things of God?” He then answered: “He got it through the gospel of Jesus Christ. … God came to him in the garden and talked with him … ; and he was the first man upon this earth that had the gospel and the holy priesthood; and if he had it not, he could not have known anything about God or his revelations.” 
Latter-day Saints stand alone in the religious world in certifying that Christ’s gospel is eternal—that Christian prophets have taught Christian doctrine and administered Christian ordinances since the dawn of time. Adam was earth’s first Christian. He exercised faith in the redemption of Christ, was baptized in water, received the gift of the Holy Ghost, was “quickened in the inner man,” and was received into the order of the Son of God. (Moses 6:64–67.) 
Further, Adam and Eve entered into the new and everlasting covenant of marriage and thus placed themselves on that pathway that leads to life eternal. “Father Adam was called of God,” President Wilford Woodruff explained, “and ordained to the fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood—ordained to the highest office and gift of God to man on the earth.” 
As they received the gospel from the lips of God and angels, Adam and Eve taught the same to their children and grandchildren. Some of their posterity rejected the light of heaven, “loved Satan more than God,” and thus turned away from the truth. Our first parents mourned over the choices of their loved ones (see Moses 5:13, 18, 27–28), but their mourning was not as those who have no hope; they “ceased not to call upon God”
Three years prior to his death, Adam gathered his righteous posterity together in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman (the place where he and Eve had settled after their expulsion from Eden). Seven generations of faithful patriarchs with their families met to receive prophetic counsel at the feet of him who had come to be known as the “Ancient of Days.” 
There he bestowed upon them his last blessing. In describing a vision he had of this sacred occasion, the Prophet Joseph said: “I saw Adam in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman. He called together his children and blessed them with a patriarchal blessing. The Lord appeared in their midst, and he (Adam) blessed them all, and foretold what should befall them to the latest generation. This is why Adam blessed his posterity; he wanted to bring them into the presence of God.” see D&C 107:53-56 and Teachings
Adam was the Lord’s prophet-leader over the earth for his own day, but he also stands as earth’s presiding high priest, the man who, under Christ, holds the keys of authority for the blessing of mankind and the perpetuation of righteousness in the earth. “The keys have to be brought from heaven whenever the Gospel is sent. When they are revealed from heaven, it is by Adam’s authority.” 
On another occasion the Prophet Joseph added that Adam was “the first to hold the spiritual blessings, to whom was made known the plan of ordinances for the salvation of his posterity unto the end, and to whom Christ was first revealed, and through whom Christ has been revealed from heaven, and will continue to be revealed from henceforth. Adam holds the keys of the dispensation of the fullness of times. i.e., the dispensation of all the times have been and will be revealed through him from the beginning to Christ, and from Christ to the end of the dispensations that are to be revealed.”
A modern revelation thus states that Jehovah has “appointed Michael your prince, and established his feet, and set him upon high, and given unto him the keys of salvation under the counsel and direction of the Holy One, who is without beginning of days or end of life.” (D&C 78:16.)
After Death

The Ancient of Days lived some 930 years on this earth. (See Moses 6:12.) His death fulfilled the divine decree that in the day he ate of the forbidden fruit—in this case, day means a period of time as measured by the Lord—he would “surely die.” (Moses 3:17; Abr. 5:13.) At death Adam entered the post-mortal world of spirits and became a part of that abode of the righteous known as paradise. (See 2 Ne. 9:13; Alma 40:12; Moro. 10:34.) ….The Prophet Joseph Smith explained that Adam “presides over the spirits of all men,” and so his ministry and administrative responsibilities would have continued beyond death’s door.........
In our own day Michael, on the banks of the Susquehanna River, detected “the devil when he appeared as an angel of light.” (D&C 128:20.) We wonder how many other occasions there may have been in earth’s history when Michael, the archangel, has stood to rebuke and set the bounds of Lucifer the arch-deceiver.
President Joseph F. Smith, who was privileged to glimpse in vision the world of the disembodied at the time Jesus entered therein, wrote: “Among the great and mighty ones who were assembled in this vast congregation of the righteous were Father Adam, the Ancient of Days and father of all and our glorious mother Eve with many of her faithful daughters…….” D&C 138: 38-39.
In the Future

In what would be, without modern revelation, a rather mysterious passage in the book of Daniel, reference is made to an unusual gathering of people. “I saw in the night visions,” Daniel wrote, “and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” (Dan. 7:13–14.)

Latter-day revelation informs us that the location of this gathering is Daviess County, Missouri, in that area we have come to know as Adam-Ondi-Ahman (D&C 116), the same place where Adam met and counseled with and prophesied to his numerous posterity three years before his death. 
Of this council, a meeting that will be a preliminary appearance of the Savior (prior to his coming in glory), the Prophet Joseph Smith said: “Daniel in his seventh chapter speaks of the Ancient of Days; he means the oldest man, our Father Adam, Michael, he will call his children together and hold a council with them to prepare them for the coming of the Son of Man. He (Adam) is the father of the human family, and presides over the spirits of all men, and all that have had the keys must stand before him in this grand council. … The Son of Man stands before him, and there is given him glory and dominion. Adam delivers up his stewardship to Christ, that which was delivered to him as holding the keys of the universe, but retains his standing as head of the human family.” Teachings page 157
President Joseph Fielding Smith offered the following explanation: “This gathering of the children of Adam.... will be one of the greatest events this troubled earth has ever seen. At this conference, or council, all who have held keys of dispensations will render a report of their stewardship. Adam will do likewise, and then he will surrender to Christ all authority. Then Adam will be confirmed in his calling as the prince over his posterity and will be officially installed and crowned eternally in this presiding calling. Then Christ will be received as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. We do not know how long a time this gathering will be in session, or how many sessions may be held at this grand council. It is sufficient to know that it is a gathering of the Priesthood of God from the beginning of this earth down to the present, in which reports will be made and all who have been given dispensations will declare their keys and ministry and make report of their stewardship according to the parable. Judgment will be rendered unto them for this is a gathering of the righteous, those who have held and who hold keys of authority in the Kingdom of God upon this earth. … This will precede the great day of destruction of the wicked and will be the preparation for the Millennial Reign.” The Progress of Man 1964), pp. 481–82

When the Lord Jesus returns in triumphant glory to initiate the “end of the world, or the destruction of the wicked” the first resurrection, which began with the resurrection of Christ, will resume. Here again Michael-Adam will play a significant role. “Before the earth shall pass away, Michael, mine archangel, shall sound his trump, and then shall all the dead awake, for their graves shall be opened, and they shall come forth.” (D&C 29:26.)
At the end of the earth—meaning at the end of the Millennium (D&C 88:101;)—the final great battle between good and evil, known as the “battle of the great God” (D&C 88:114) or the battle of Gog and Magog will take place. And once again, the mighty Michael, the eternal captain of Jehovah’s army, will come face to face with his foe, Satan. “The devil and his armies shall be cast away into their own place, that they shall not have power over the saints any more at all. For Michael shall fight their battles, and shall overcome him who seeketh the throne of him who sitteth upon the throne, even the Lamb. This is the glory of God, and the sanctified; and they shall not anymore see death.” (D&C 88:114–16 END
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