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Faith is a composite term. An understanding of the vital components which make up faith is essential to understand its full meaning. 
Faith is the personal action taken to show trust and confidence in Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. For example am I striving to keep the commandments of God?
Faith is to be able to count on, depend on, lean on, and place confidence in.

The words Faith, Confidence and Trust are used interchangeably in the scriptures. 
The following article explains that the original meaning of Faith is to have trust
What Exactly Does Faith Mean? Trust Removes Misunderstanding
 Daniel Petersen Deseret News 14 July 2011
“The Greek word "pistis," which English Bibles typically render as "faith," also means "confidence" or "trust," and these ordinary, everyday terms convey very neatly what scriptural faith entails. The first readers of the New Testament didn't have to ask what "pistis" meant. Paul hadn't invented the word. They knew it already; it had been common in Greek for centuries. And in the standard English lexicon of classical Greek, the first definition of "pistis" is "trust in others."
When the Greek New Testament was translated into Latin, "pistis" was rendered as "fides," which again meant "trust" or "confidence." Our English word "faith" comes from the Latin "fides," but today we tend to think of "faith" as "belief in something without proof," and, often, more as agreement with a set of propositions than as trust in a person. But God is a person, and saving faith — although it surely entails agreeing with certain propositions — to trust in him, as a person, to love us and to keep his promises to us.

Once we understand that faith in God is trust in a divine person, there can be no question of separating faith from "works."
We show our trust in someone by our willingness to act in a trusting way. If we tell a son that we trust him completely but then, for the car keys, refuse to yield them up because we fear to let him drive, we don't really trust him. If we profess complete confidence in another but then, when she asks for a $50 loan, turn her down because we don't believe she'll pay us back, we've spoken falsely: We lack confidence in her…..

When God asks us to do something, though, we show our trust in him by doing it if we can, even if we don't completely understand it: "And after many days an angel of the Lord appeared unto Adam, saying: Why dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord? And Adam said unto him: I know not, save the Lord commanded me" (Moses 5:6). Moreover, as we trust others — including God — and find our trust rewarded and justified, it grows. Our relationship thrives.” END

Additional Thoughts on Faith
Faith is believe plus action (works). Faith is doing the things that are believed in. 
The desire of individuals control their exercise of Faith 
Evidence is available to support faith. This evidence will come in the form of the testimonies of others and through personal experience. 
The depth and evidence of an individual’s faith is shown by their willingness to obey and sacrifice in accomplishing what is required of them.
Faith is the courage to act. The courage to act is shown by sacrifice in obedience to the truth. The exercise of faith will require sacrifice. (See lecture of faith 6)
Faith is the switch which turns on the power. The Holy Ghost is the Power Generator. The amount of light generated is according to the faith shown. 

Faith gives the power to accomplish whatever is expedient. It is the driving force of accomplishment in God’s work: “For He worketh by Power according to the faith of the children of men” (Moroni 10:7)

Faith is the moving cause of all things
Without the exercise of faith it is impossible to please God (See Hebrews 11:6)

The opposite of faith is doubt and fear

The evidence of fear and doubt is disbelief and disobedience, withdrawal
Fear is the opposite of faith. It is caused by unbelief and doubt of the truth. There is no attempt to accomplish what is required according to the revelations received. 

Jesus Christ is the Author and Finisher of our Faith

Faith in Jesus Christ
· His Atonement- His mercy, Grace, and Love towards His children
· His Teachings- The Law which will perfect and prepare for Celestial Glory
· His Divine Sonship- Jehovah, Messiah, King of Kings
· His Power    
Hebrews 12:2: “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Faith is Essential to Accomplish the Work of God

D&C 8:10: “Remember that without faith you can do nothing; therefore ask in faith. Trifle not with these things; do not ask for that which you ought not.”
D&C 12:8: “And no one can assist in this work except he shall be humble and full of love, having faith, hope, and charity, being temperate in all things, whatsoever shall be entrusted to his care.”
D&C 18:19: “And if you have not faith, hope, and charity, you can do nothing.”
D&C 35:11: “But without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon Babylon, the same which has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”

D&C 42:14: “And the Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of faith….”

D&C 63:11: “Yea, signs come by faith, unto mighty works, for without faith no man pleaseth God; and with whom God is angry he is not well pleased.” 

Moroni 7:33: “And Christ hath said: If ye will have faith in me ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is expedient in me.”
Moroni 7:37-39, 43-44: “Behold I say unto you, Nay; for it is by faith that miracles are wrought; and it is by faith that angels appear and minister unto men; wherefore, if these things have ceased wo be unto the children of men, for it is because of unbelief, and all is vain. For no man can be saved, according to the words of Christ, save they shall have faith in his name; wherefore, if these things have ceased, then has faith ceased also; and awful is the state of man, for they are as though there had been no redemption made.
But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have faith in Christ because of your meekness; for if ye have not faith in him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of his church.......And again, behold I say unto you that he cannot have faith and hope, save he shall be meek, and lowly of heart. If so, his faith and hope is vain, for none is acceptable before God, save the meek and lowly in heart.” (See all Hebrews chapter 11 “But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]” V 6)

Notes: A person’s faith is shown by whatever their main focus is on. As a man thinketh so is he. Accomplishments will depend upon personal belief and conviction.

The Lord Responds According to the Faith of Individuals
The scriptures teach that the Lord works according to the faith exhibited by individuals. 
D&C 44:2: “And it shall come to pass, that inasmuch as they are faithful, and exercise faith in me, I will pour out my Spirit upon them in the day that they assemble themselves together.”

D&C 52:20: “And the days have come; according to men’s faith it shall be done unto them”
1 Nephi 7:12: “Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten that the Lord is able to do all things according to His will, for the children of men, if it so be that they exercise faith in Him? Wherefore let us be faithful to Him.”
2 Nephi 27:23. “I work not among the children of men save it be according to their faith.” 

3 Nephi 26:9-11: “And when they shall have received this, which is expedient that they should have first, to try their faith, and if it shall so be that they shall believe these things then shall the greater things be made manifest unto them. And if it so be that they will not believe these things, then shall the greater things be withheld from them, unto their condemnation.

Behold, I was about to write them, all which were engraven upon the plates of Nephi, but the Lord forbade it, saying: I will try the faith of my people.”
Alma 18:35: “And a portion of that Spirit dwelleth in me, which giveth me knowledge, and also power according to my faith and desires which are in God.”
Ether 4:7: “And in that day that they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that they may become sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them all my revelations, saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father of the heavens and of the earth, and all things that in them are.”

Ether 12:6: “for ye receive no witness until after the trial of your faith”.

Ether 12:16-18: “Yea, and even all they who wrought miracles wrought them by faith even those who were before Christ and also those who were after. And it was by faith that the three disciples obtained a promise that they should not taste of death; and they obtained not the promise until after their faith. And neither at any time hath any wrought miracles until after their faith; wherefore they first believed in the Son of God.”

Moroni 7:33: “And Christ hath said- “If ye have faith in me ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is expedient in me.” 
D&C 8:10: “Remember that without faith ye can do nothing, therefore ask in faith” 
Moroni 10:7: “For He worketh by power according to the faith of the children of men”
Matthew 9:29: “Then touched he their eyes, saying, according to your faith be it unto you.” 
Desire Controls the Exercise of Faith
1 Nephi 11:1: “For it came to pass after I had desired to know the things that my father had seen, and believing that the Lord was able to make them known unto me, as I sat pondering in mine heart I was caught away in the Spirit of the Lord, yea, into an exceedingly high mountain, which I never had before seen, and upon which I never had before set my foot.” See all 1 Nephi chapter 11

Alma 9:20: “Yea, after having been such a highly favored people of the Lord; yea, after having been favored above every other nation, kindred, tongue, or people; after having had all things made known unto them, according to their desires, and their faith, and prayers, of that which has been, and which is, and which is to come.” see Ether 3:2
D&C 6:27: “And now I command you that if you have good desires--a desire to lay up treasures for yourself in Heaven--then shall you assist in bringing to light, with your gift.” 
D&C 6:8: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, even as you desire of me so it shall be unto you; and if you desire, you shall be the means of doing much good in this generation.”                (See D&C 4:3; 6:3; 7:8; 11:3.)
D&C 11:8, 13-14, 17: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, even as you desire of me so it shall be done unto you…verily, verily, I say unto you, I will impart unto you of my Spirit, which shall enlighten your mind, which shall fill your soul with joy; And then shall ye know, or by this shall you know, all things whatsoever you desire of me, which are pertaining unto things of righteousness, in faith believing in me that you shall receive…. and then, behold, according to your desires, yea, even according to your faith shall it be done unto you” 
D&C 11:21: “Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; then, if you desire, you shall have my Spirit and my word, yea, the power of God unto the convincing of men.” 
D&C 67:1: “Behold and hearken, O ye elders of my church, who have assembled yourselves together, whose prayers I have heard, and whose hearts I know, and whose desires have come up before me.” 
D&C 95:16 “….and the offering up of your most holy desires unto me, saith your Lord.” 

Faith Without Works is Dead

James 2:14: “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath Faith, and have not works? Can faith save him” 

James 2:17-18: “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, ‘Thou hast faith, and I have work, shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.”
James 2:26: “For as the body without the Spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also 

Matthew 7:20: “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” 
D&C 6:13 “If thou wilt do good yea and hold out faithful to the end, thou shalt be saved in the Kingdom of God” 

D&C 64:25: “Wherefore if ye believe me ye will labour while it is called today.”

D&C 20:13-15: “Therefore, having so great witnesses, by them shall the world be judged, even as many as shall hereafter come to a knowledge of this work. And those who receive it in faith, and work righteousness, shall receive a crown of eternal life; But those who harden their hearts in unbelief, and reject it, it shall turn to their own condemnation”

D&C 27:17: “Taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”

The Prayer of Faith brings Blessings
See the study Prayer and Fasting
D&C 103:36 “All victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your diligence, faithfulness, and prayers of faith”

D&C 104:79-80: “And it is my will that you shall humble yourselves before me and obtain this blessing by your diligence and humility and the prayer of faith. And inasmuch as you are diligent and humble, and exercise the prayer of faith, behold I will….” 

Hebrews 11:4: “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous.
Faith unto Repentance

Alma 34:13-17 extracts: “Therefore, it is expedient that there should be a great and last sacrifice……and that great and last sacrifice will be the Son of God, yea, Infinite and Eternal. And thus He shall bring salvation to all those who shall believe on His name; this being the intent of this last sacrifice, to bring about the bowels of mercy, which overpowereth justice, and bringeth about means unto men that they may have faith unto repentance. And thus mercy can satisfy the demands of justice, and encircles them in the arms of safety, while he that exercises no faith unto repentance is exposed to the whole law of the demands of justice; therefore only unto him that has faith unto repentance is brought about the great and eternal Plan of Redemption. Therefore, may God grant unto you, my brethren, that ye may begin to exercise your faith unto repentance that ye begin to call upon His Holy name, that He would have mercy upon you.” 

Helaman 15:7: “And behold, ye do know of yourselves, for ye have witnessed it, that as many of them as are brought to the knowledge of the truth, and to know of the wicked and abominable traditions of their fathers, and are led to believe the holy scriptures, yea, the prophecies of the holy prophets, which are written, which leadeth them to faith on the Lord and unto repentance, which faith and repentance bringeth a change of heart unto them—"
Trust in God

These scriptures show how the word trust is sometimes used in place of faith.
D&C 11:12: “And now, verily, verily, I say unto thee, put your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good--yea, to do justly, to walk humbly, to judge righteously; and this is my Spirit.”
D&C 19:29-30: “And thou shalt declare glad tidings…...And thou shalt do it with all humility, trusting in me, reviling not against revilers.”
D&C 84:116: “Let him trust in me and he shall not be confounded; and a hair of his head shall not fall to the ground unnoticed.”
Mormon 9:20: “And the reason why he ceaseth to do miracles among the children of men is because that they dwindle in unbelief, and depart from the right way, and know not the God in whom they should trust.”
Helaman 12:1: “And thus we can behold how false, and also the unsteadiness of the hearts of the children of men; yea, we can see that the Lord in his great infinite goodness doth bless and prosper those who put their trust in him.” See Alma 36:3. 
Alma 57:26-27: “And now, their preservation was astonishing to our whole army, yea, that they should be spared while there was a thousand of our brethren who were slain. And we do justly ascribe it to the miraculous power of God, because of their exceeding faith in that which they had been taught to believe--that there was a just God, and whosoever did not doubt, that they should be preserved by his marvelous power. Now this was the faith of these of whom I have spoken; they are young, and their minds are firm, and they do put their trust in God continually.” 
Mosiah 29:20: “But behold, he did deliver them because they did humble themselves before him; and because they cried mightily unto him he did deliver them out of bondage; and thus doth the Lord work with his power in all cases among the children of men, extending the arm of mercy towards them that put their trust in him.” See Mosiah 7:33
Jeremiah 17:5, 7-8: “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed [be] the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord……….. Blessed [is] the man that trusteth in the Lord and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and [that] spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.”
Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
Nahum 1:7: “The Lord [is] good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.”
1 Timothy 4:10: “For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God.”
Confidence in God and His Servants

Joseph A. Cannon Mormon Times 9 July 2008

"Confidence" is "the mental attitude of trusting in or relying on a person or thing; firm trust, reliance, faith" (Oxford English Dictionary). 

It is also defined as "the feeling sure or certain of a fact or issue; assurance, certitude" (OED). "Confidence" can also be "assurance, boldness, fearlessness, arising from reliance on divine support" (OED).

 "Confidence" comes from the Indo-European root to persuade or trust; to abide or await trustingly. Interestingly, this is the same root for the word "faith." END

Scriptures on Confidence
D&C 121:45-46: “Let virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of God; and the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from heaven…”

James 1:6: “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed
Nothing wavering means to have “complete confidence and concentration in”
Hebrews 4:16: “Let us therefore come boldly (with confidence) unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

1 John 3:21-22: “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.”

I John 5:13-14: “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.”

Joseph Smith History 1:29: “I betook myself to prayer and supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and follies, and also for a manifestation to me, that I might know of my state and standing before him; for I had full confidence in obtaining a divine manifestation, as I previously had one.”
D&C 107:22: “Of the Melchizedek Priesthood, three Presiding High Priests, chosen by the body, appointed and ordained to that office, and upheld by the confidence, faith, and prayer of the church form a quorum of the Presidency of the Church.”
Proverbs 25:19: “Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint.” 
Belief is a Vital Part of Faith
Belief is a vital part of having faith in God. It is to have trust and confidence in something. It is the acceptance of doctrine or statements as true. It is a person’s genuine and firm opinion. The terms belief and faith are sometimes used interchangeably. 
Each person has their own believe system which contributes to what their faith is. False beliefs should be challenged because they destroy faith in the truth. Beliefs can alter over time due to experiences and circumstances. A person beliefs is also dependent on how much light they have through observing the commandments.   

Mark 9:23: “Jesus saith unto him “if thou canst believe all things are possible to him that believeth”
John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

John 6:69: “And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Mark 5:36: “As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.”

John 11:25-27: “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.”
John 20:27: “Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.”

John 20:31: “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”
D&C 5:16: “And behold, whosoever believeth on my words, them will I visit with the manifestation of my Spirit.”
D&C 8:1: “…shall you receive a knowledge of whatsoever things you shall ask in faith, with an honest heart, believing that you shall receive…”
D&C 11:10: “…. thou shalt have a gift if thou wilt desire of me in faith, with an honest heart, believing in the power of Jesus Christ.”
D&C 11:14: “And then shall ye know, or by this shall you know, all things whatsoever you desire of me, which are pertaining unto things of righteousness, in faith believing in me that you shall receive.”
D&C 11:30: “But verily, verily, I say unto you, that as many as receive me, to them will I give power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on my name. Amen.”
D&C 20:25: “That as many as would believe and be baptized in his holy name, and endure in faith to the end, should be saved.” (See D&C 20:29)
D&C 35:2: “I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was crucified for the sins of the world, even as many as will believe on my name, that they may become the sons of God, even done in me as I am one in the Father, as the Father is one in me, that we may be one.” 
D&C 35:8-9: “For I am God, and mine arm is not shortened; and I will show miracles, signs, and wonders, unto all those who believe on my name. And whoso shall ask it in my name in faith, they shall…...”

D&C 38:4: “……As many as have Believed in my name for I am Christ………..”
D&C 45:5: “Wherefore, Father, spare these my brethren that believe on my name, that they may come unto me and have everlasting life.”

D&C 45:8: “……..And even unto them that believed on my name gave I power to obtain Eternal Life.”

There is a difference between knowing and believing: 

D&C 46:13-14: ”To some it is given by the Holy Ghost to know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that he was crucified for the sins of the world. To others it is given to believe on their words, that they also might have eternal life if they continue faithful.

D&C 64:25: “Wherefore if ye believe me ye will labour while it is called today.”

D&C 68:10: “And he that believeth shall be blest with signs following, even as it is written.”
D&C 84:65-73: “And these signs shall follow them that believe—In my name they shall do many wonderful works; In my name they shall cast out devils; In my name they shall heal the sick; In my name they shall open the eyes of the blind, and unstop the ears of the deaf; And the tongue of the dumb shall speak; And if any man shall administer poison unto them it shall not hurt them; And the poison of a serpent shall not have power to harm them. But a commandment I give unto them, that they shall not boast themselves of these things…”

D&C 90:24: “Search diligently, pray always and be believing and all things shall work together for your good.” 

3 Nephi 11:35: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that this is my doctrine, and I bear record of it from the Father; and whoso believeth in me believeth in the Father also; and unto him will the Father bear record of me, for he will visit him with fire and with the Holy Ghost.”

Ether 3:14: “Behold, I am he who was prepared from the foundation of the world to redeem my people. Behold, I am Jesus Christ……In me shall all mankind have life, and that eternally, even they who shall believe on my name; and they shall become my sons and my daughters..

Mark 16:16: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
John 17:20: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word.”

Acts 8:37: “And Philip said, ‘If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”
Genesis 15:3-6: “And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. And behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.”
Exodus 14:31: “And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord , and believed the Lord , and his servant Moses.”
The Opposite of Faith is Doubt, Fear, and Unbelief
See the study Fear Not-Doubt Not-Be Not Afraid
Some ‘believe not’
John 8:24: “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”
John 10:25-26: “Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.”
Satan says ‘Believe it not’

Moses 5:13-15: “And Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God; and he commanded them, saying: Believe it not; and they believed it not, and they loved Satan more than God. And men began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual, and devilish. 1And the Lord God called upon men by the Holy Ghost everywhere and commanded them that they should repent; And as many as believed in the Son, and repented of their sins, should be saved; and as many as believed not and repented not, should be damned; and the words went forth out of the mouth of God in a firm decree; wherefore they must be fulfilled.”
Moses 5:57: “For they would not hearken unto his voice, nor believe on his Only Begotten Son, even him whom he declared should come in the meridian of time, who was prepared from before the foundation of the world.”

John 10:25-26: “Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.”
Satan says ‘Believe it not’

Moses 5:13-15: “And Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God; and he commanded them, saying: Believe it not; and they believed it not, and they loved Satan more than God. And men began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual, and devilish. 1And the Lord God called upon men by the Holy Ghost everywhere and commanded them that they should repent; And as many as believed in the Son, and repented of their sins, should be saved; and as many as believed not and repented not, should be damned; and the words went forth out of the mouth of God in a firm decree; wherefore they must be fulfilled.”
Moses 5:57: “For they would not hearken unto his voice, nor believe on his Only Begotten Son, even him whom he declared should come in the meridian of time, who was prepared from before the foundation of the world.”

Doubt not, Fear not

D&C 6:36 “Look, unto me in every thought doubt not fear not” 

D&C 8:8, 10: “Therefore, doubt not, for it is the gift of God…...Remember that without faith you can do nothing; therefore ask in faith.”

D&C 19:19 “And if you have not faith hope and charity ye can do nothing.” 

D&C 67:3: “Ye endeavoured to believe that ye should receive the blessing which was offered unto you; but behold, verily I say unto you there were fears in your hearts, and verily this is the reason that ye did not receive.”

D&C 63:17: “Wherefore I, the Lord have said that the fearful, and the unbelieving, and all liars, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie, and the whoremonger, and the sorcerer, shall have part that lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

3 Nephi 1:18: “For they knew that the prophets had testified of these things for many years, and that the sign which had been given was already at hand; and they began to fear because of their iniquity and their unbelief.”
Mormon 9:25, 27: “And whosoever shall believe in my name, doubting nothing, unto him will I confirm all my words, even unto the ends of the earth……... O then despise not, and wonder not, but hearken unto the words of the Lord, and ask the Father in the name of Jesus for what things soever ye shall stand in need Doubt not, but be believing…..”

Matthew 21:21: “Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.”

Mark 11:22-24: “And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore, I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”

Lectures on Faith

Lecture 1-Faith Defined
‘Faith is the Moving Cause of All Things.’ “The Lectures on Faith” Extracts
(See https://lecturesonfaith.com/1/ for the Full Lecture
“If men were duly to consider themselves, and turn their thoughts and reflections to the operations of their own minds, they would readily discover that it is faith, and faith only, which is the moving cause of all action in them; that without it, both mind and body would be in a state of inactivity, and all their exertions would cease, both physical and mental”1:10
“Are you not dependent on your faith, or belief, for the acquisition of all knowledge, wisdom, and intelligence? Would you exert yourselves to obtain wisdom and intelligence, unless you did believe that you could obtain them?” 1:11c
Turn your thoughts on your own minds, and see if faith is not the moving cause of all action in yourselves; and if the moving cause in you, is it not in all other intelligent beings? And as faith is the moving cause of all action in temporal concerns, so it is in spiritual; for the Savior has said, and that truly, that "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). 1:12 As we receive by faith all temporal blessings that we do receive, so we in like manner, receive by faith all spiritual blessings that we do receive.

But faith is not only the principle of action, but of power also, in all intelligent beings, whether in heaven or on earth; Thus says the author of the epistle to the Hebrews (11:3). Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God.......By this we understand that the principle of power, which existed in the bosom of God, by which the worlds were framed, was faith” 1:11g-15a
“And that if the principle of power, it must be so in man as well as in the Deity? This is the testimony of all the sacred writers, and the lesson which they have been endeavouring to teach to man. The Savior says (Matthew 17:19-20), in explaining the reason why the disciples could not cast out the devil, that it was because of their unbelief: "For verily I say unto you," said he, "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you."

Moroni, while abridging and compiling the record of his fathers, has given us the following account of faith as the principle of power: He says, (Ether 5:14), that it was the faith of Alma and Amulek which caused the walls of the prison to be rent, (Alma 10:77-85); that it was the faith of Nephi and Lehi which caused a change to be wrought upon the hearts of the Lamanites when they were immersed with the Holy Spirit, and with fire, as seen on the (Ether 5:15; also Helaman 2:79-118); and that it was by faith that the mountain Zerin was removed, when the Brother of Jared spake in the name of the Lord. (Ether 5:30-31)

In addition to this we are told in Hebrews 11:32-35, that Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens, and that women received their dead raised to life again, etc. Also Joshua, in the sight of all Israel, bade the sun and moon to stand still, and it was done (Joshua 10:12-13). We here understand that the sacred writers say that all these things were done by faith. It was by faith that the worlds were framed - God spake, chaos heard, and worlds came into order, by reason of the faith there was in Him.

So with man also - he spake by faith in the name of God, and the sun stood still, the moon obeyed, mountains removed, prisons fell, lions’ mouths were closed, the human heart lost its enmity, fire its violence, armies their power, the sword its terror, and death its dominion; and all this by reason of the faith which was in them. Had it not been for the faith which was in man, they might have spoken to the sun, the moon, the mountains, prisons, lions, the human heart, fire, armies, the sword, or to death in vain!

Faith then, is the first great governing principle which has power, dominion, and authority over all things; by it they exist, by it they are upheld, by it they are changed, or by it they remain, agreeable to the will of God. Without it, there is no power, and without power there could be no creation, nor existence! 1:17b-24b
Lecture 2-The Object of Faith
Summary-How Faith is developed in the First Place
See https://lecturesonfaith.com/2/ for the Full Lecture
55: Let us here observe, that after any portion of the human family are made acquainted with the important fact that there is a God who has created and does uphold all things, the extent of their knowledge, respecting his character and glory, will depend upon their diligence and faithfulness in seeking after him, until like Enoch the brother of Jared, and Moses, they shall obtain faith in God, and power with him to behold him face to face.

56: We have now clearly set forth how it is, and how it was, that God became an object of faith for rational beings; and also, upon what foundation the testimony was based, which excited the enquiry and diligent search of the ancient saints, to seek after and obtain a knowledge of the glory of God: and we have seen that it was human testimony, and human testimony only, that excited this enquiry, in the first instance in their minds—it was the credence they gave to the testimony of their fathers—this testimony having aroused their minds to enquire after the knowledge of God, the enquiry frequently terminated, indeed, always terminated, when rightly pursued, in the most glorious discoveries, and eternal certainty.” (Now also Missionaries)

Lecture 3-The Character of God
See https://lecturesonfaith.com/3/ for the Full Lecture

Three things that are Necessary for the Exercise of Faith in God

(2-6) “Let us here observe, that three things are necessary, in order that any rational and intelligent being may exercise faith in God, unto life and salvation:

First, the idea that he actually exists

Second, a correct idea of his character, perfections and attributes

Third, an actual knowledge that the course of life which he is pursuing, is according to His [God's] will

For without an acquaintance with these three important facts, the faith of every rational being must be imperfect and unproductive, but with this understanding, it can become perfect and fruitful, abounding in righteousness unto the praise and glory of God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Having previously been made acquainted with the way the idea of his existence came into the world, as well as the fact of his existence, we shall proceed to examine his character, perfections and attributes, in order that this class may see, not only the just grounds which they have for the exercise of faith in him, for life and salvation, but the reasons that all the world, also, as far as the idea of his existence extends, may have to exercise faith in him the Father of all living.” Lectures on Faith 3:2-6
Note: See the under ‘Godhead Studies’ extensive details of the characteristics of God. 
(19) “An acquaintance with these attributes in the divine character, is essentially necessary, in order that the faith of any rational being can center in him for life and salvation. For if he did not, in the first instance, believe him to be God, that is, the creator and upholder of all things, he could not center his faith in him for life and salvation, for fear there should be a greater than he, who would thwart all his plans, and he, like the gods of the heathen, would be unable to fulfill his promises; but seeing he is God over all, from everlasting to everlasting, the creator and upholder of all things, no such fear can exist in the minds of those who put their trust in him, so that in this respect their faith can be without wavering.”

(25) “From the above description of the character of the Deity which is given him in the revelations, to men, there is a sure foundation for the exercise of faith in him among every people, nation and kindred, from age to age, and from generation to generation.”
Lecture 4-The Attributes of God

See https://lecturesonfaith.com/4/ for the Full Lecture

(2) “Let us here observe, that the real design which the God of heaven had in view in making the human family acquainted with his attributes, was, that they through the ideas of the existence of his attributes, might be enabled to exercise faith in him, and through the exercise of faith in him, might obtain eternal life. For without the idea of the existence of the attributes which belong to God, the minds of men could not have power to exercise faith on him so as to lay hold upon eternal life. 
The God of heaven understanding most perfectly the constitution of human nature, and the weakness of man, knew what was necessary to be revealed, and what ideas must be planted in their minds in order that they might be enabled to exercise faith in him unto eternal life.”
Note: Attributes of Knowledge, Power, Justice, Judgment, Mercy, and Truth discussed

(17) (Summary) “Let the mind once reflect sincerely and candidly upon the ideas of the existence of the before mentioned attributes in the Deity, and it will be seen, that as far as his attributes are concerned, there is a sure foundation laid for the exercise of faith in him for life and salvation. 
For in as much as God possesses the attribute knowledge he can make all things known to his saints necessary for their salvation; and as he possesses the attribute power he is able thereby to deliver them from the power of all enemies; and seeing also, that justice is an attribute of the Deity, he will deal with them upon the principles of righteousness and equity, and a just reward will be granted unto them for all their afflictions and sufferings for the truth's sake. 
And as judgment is an attribute of the Deity also, his saints can have the most unshaken confidence, that they will, in due time, obtain a perfect deliverance out of the hands of all their enemies, and a complete victory over all those who have sought their hurt and destruction. 
And as mercy is also an attribute of the Deity, his saints can have confidence that it will be exercised toward them; and through the exercise of that attribute toward them, comfort and consolation will be administered unto them abundantly, amid all their afflictions and tribulations. 
And lastly, realizing that truth is an attribute of the Deity, the mind is led to rejoice amid all its trials and temptations, in hope of that glory which is to be brought at the revelation of Jesus Christ, and in view of that crown which is to be placed upon the heads of the saints in the day when the Lord shall distribute rewards unto them, and in prospect of that eternal weight of glory which the Lord has promised to bestow upon them when he shall bring them into the midst of his throne to dwell in his presence eternally.”
(18) “In view, then, of the existence of these attributes, the faith of the saints can become exceedingly strong: abounding in righteousness unto the praise and glory of God, and can exert its mighty influence in searching after wisdom and understanding, until it has obtained a knowledge of all things that pertain to life and salvation.”
Lecture 6-The law of Sacrifice

(Note Lecture 5 on the Godhead is ambiguous in parts and is therefore not included)

See https://lecturesonfaith.com/6/ For the Full Lecture

(1-2) Having treated, in the preceding lectures, of the ideas of the character, perfections and attributes of God, we next proceed to treat of the knowledge which persons must have, that the course of life which they pursue is according to the will of God, in order that they may be enabled to exercise faith in him unto life and salvation.

This knowledge supplies an important place in revealed religion; for it was by reason of it that the ancients were enabled to endure as seeing him who is invisible. An actual knowledge to any person that the course of life which he pursues is according to the will of God, is essentially necessary to enable him to have that confidence in God, without which no person can obtain eternal life. It was this that enabled the ancient saints to endure all their afflictions and persecutions, and to take joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing, (not believing merely,) that they had a more enduring substance (Hebrews 10:34).

(4) Such was and always will be the situation of the saints of God, that unless they have an actual knowledge that the course that they are pursuing is according to the will of God, they will grow weary in their minds and faint……….

(5) For a man to lay down his all, his character and reputation, his honor and applause, his good name among men, his houses, his lands, his brothers and sisters, his wife and children, and even his own life also, counting all things but filth and dross for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ, requires more than mere belief, or supposition that he is doing the will of God, but actual knowledge: realizing, that when these sufferings are ended he will enter into eternal rest; and be a partaker of the glory of God.

(7) Let us here observe, that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things, never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation; for from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and salvation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things: it was through this sacrifice, and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy eternal life; and it is through the medium of the sacrifice of all earthly things, that men do actually know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God. When a man has offered in sacrifice all that he has, for the truth's sake, not even withholding his life, and believing before God that he has been called to make this sacrifice, because he seeks to do his will, he does know most assuredly, that God does and will accept his sacrifice and offering, and that he has not nor will not seek his face in vain. Under these circumstances, then, he can obtain the faith necessary for him to lay hold on eternal life.

(10) Those, then, who make the sacrifice will have the testimony that their course is pleasing in the sight of God, and those who have this testimony will have faith to lay hold on eternal life, and will be enabled, through faith, to endure unto the end, and receive the crown that is laid up for them that love the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ…….
Lecture 7- The Effects of Faith

See https://lecturesonfaith.com/7/ For the Full Lecture

(3) “Let us here offer some explanation in relation to faith that our meaning may be clearly comprehended: We ask, then, what are we to understand by a man's working by faith? We answer: We understand that when a man works by faith he works by mental exertion instead of physical force: it is by words instead of exerting his physical powers, with which every being works when he works by faith—God said, Let there be light, and there was light—Joshua spake and the great lights which God had created stood still—Elijah commanded and the heavens were stayed for the space of three years and six months, so that it did not rain: He again commanded, and the heavens gave forth rain,—all this was done by faith; and the Savior says, If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, say to this mountain, remove, and it will remove; or say to that sycamine tree, Be ye plucked up and planted in the midst of the sea, and it shall obey you. Faith, then, works by words; and with these its mightiest works have been, and will be performed.”
(17) “Who cannot see, then, that salvation is the effect of faith? for as we have previously observed, all the heavenly beings work by this principle; and it is because they are able so to do that they are saved: for nothing but this could save them. And this is the lesson which the God of heaven, by the mouth of all his holy prophets, has been endeavoring to teach to the world. Hence we are told, that without faith it is impossible to please God; and that salvation is of faith, that it might be by grace to the end, the promise might be sure to all the seed…..”

“And Jesus said unto the man who brought his son to him, to get the devil who tormented him, cast out, ‘If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.’ Mark 9:23: 

These with a multitude of other scriptures, which might be quoted, plainly set forth the light, in which the Savior, as well as the Former Day Saints, viewed the plan of salvation: That it was a system of faith—it begins with faith, and continues by faith; and every blessing which is obtained, in relation to it, is the effect of faith, whether it pertains to this life or that which is to come.—To this all the revelations of God bear witness. 

Blessed is she that believed, said Elizabeth to Mary, when she went to visit her;—for there shall be a performance of the things which were told her of the Lord; Luke 1:45: Nor was the birth of John the Baptist the less a matter of faith; for in order that his father Zacharias might believe he was struck dumb. And through the whole history of the scheme of life and salvation, it is a matter of faith: every man received according to his faith: according as his faith was, so were his blessings and privileges; and nothing was withheld from him when his faith was sufficient to receive it. 

He could stop the mouths of lions, quench the violence of fire, escape the edge of the sword, wax valiant in fight, and put to flight the armies of the aliens; women could, by their faith, receive the dead children to life again: in a word, there was nothing impossible with them who had faith. All things were in subjection to the Former Day Saints, according as their faith was—By their faith they could obtain heavenly visions, the ministering of angels, have knowledge of the spirits of just men made perfect, of the general assembly and church of the first born, whose names are written in heaven, of God the judge of all, of Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and become familiar with the third heavens, see and hear things which were not only unutterable, but were unlawful to utter……
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