The Order the Gospel will be Preached to all Nations
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Introduction

It is assumed by some that before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ all nations will need to have the church built up and established with stakes organized. Is this looking beyond the mark? The scriptures, however, teach that there is an order in which the Gospel will be preached to the nations of the earth
The order in which the Gospel will be preached to the nations

This order in which the gospel will be preached to the nations is outlined in scripture
 D&C 90:9-10: “That through your administration they may receive the word, and through their administration the word may go forth unto the ends of the earth, unto the Gentiles first, and then, behold, and lo, they shall turn unto the Jews. And then cometh the day when the arm of the Lord shall be revealed in power in convincing the nations, the heathen nations, the house of Joseph, of the gospel of their salvation.”

As this scripture indicates the Gospel will first be taken to the Gentiles, then the Jews, and finally the Heathen nations. The Heathen nations will mostly have their opportunity to receive the Gospel after the Second Coming.
Through this process the Gospel will be preached to all nations but in an orderly way. 

The Gospel is also to be preached to the congregations of the wicked in the world 
The Gospel is to Go to All People

The scriptures teach that the gospel is to go to all people in the due time of the Lord

D&C 1:4-6: “And the voice of warning shall be unto all people, by the mouths of my disciples, whom I have chosen in these last days. And they shall go forth and none shall stay them, for I the Lord have commanded them. Behold, this is mine authority, and the authority of my servants, and my preface unto the book of my commandments, which I have given them to publish unto you, O inhabitants of the earth.”
D&C 1:34-35, 37: “And again, verily I say unto you, O inhabitants of the earth: I the Lord am willing to make these things known unto all flesh; For I am no respecter of persons, and will that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the devil shall have power over his own dominion.”
D&C 42:58: “And I give unto you a commandment that then ye shall teach them (the scriptures) unto all men; for they shall be taught unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and people.” 
D&C 58:63-65: “And let them also return, preaching the gospel by the way, bearing record of the things which are revealed unto them. For, verily, the sound must go forth from this place into all the world, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth--the gospel must be preached unto every creature, with signs following them that believe. And behold the Son of Man cometh. Amen.” 
D&C 112:28-29: “But purify your hearts before me; and then go ye into all the world, and preach my gospel unto every creature who has not received it; And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not, and is not baptized, shall be damned.” 
D&C 133:36-38: “And now, verily saith the Lord, that these things might be known among you, O inhabitants of the earth, I have sent forth mine angel flying through the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel, who hath appeared unto some and hath committed it unto man, who shall appear unto many that dwell on the earth. And this gospel shall be preached unto every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people. And the servants of God shall go forth, saying with a loud voice: Fear God and give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is come.”
3 Nephi 11:41: “Therefore, go forth unto this people, and declare the words which I have spoken, unto the ends of the earth.”
Mark 16:15-17: “And he said unto them, ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe…’”
Luke 24:46-48: “And said unto them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day. And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.”
First the Gentile Nations

The Gentile nations according to the meaning given in the Doctrine and Covenants are those nations, which have had Christianity in one form, or another introduced to them as a preparation to receive the gospel message. These nations have a scattering of the House of Israel amongst them. Some heathen nations also have pockets of Christianity within their nation such as Goa in India.
Many scriptures speak of the Gospel being established amongst the Gentiles nations
D&C 109: 60: “Now these words, O Lord, we have spoken before thee, concerning the revelations and commandments which thou hast given unto us, who are identified with the Gentiles.”
D&C 107:33-35: “The Twelve are a Traveling Presiding High Council, to officiate in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Presidency of the Church, agreeable to the institution of heaven; to build up the church, and regulate all the affairs of the same in all nations, first unto the Gentiles and secondly unto the Jews. The Seventy are to act in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Twelve or the traveling high council, in building up the church and regulating all the affairs of the same in all nations, first unto the Gentiles and then to the Jews—The Twelve being sent out, holding the keys, to open the door by the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and first unto the Gentiles and then unto the Jews.”

D&C 133:8: “Send forth the elders of my church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the islands of the sea; send forth unto foreign lands; call upon all nations, first upon the Gentiles, and then upon the Jews.”

The order is clearly established: First unto the Gentile nations and then to the Jews. 

The Gospel has been preached amongst the Gentile nations from the time of the restoration to the present. 

D&C 35:7: “And it shall come to pass that there shall be a great work in the land, even among the Gentiles, for their folly and their abominations shall be made manifest in the eyes of all people.”

D&C 45:9: “And even so I have sent mine everlasting covenant into the world, to be a light to the world, and to be a standard for my people, and for the Gentiles to seek to it, and to be a messenger before my face to prepare the way before me.”
As Prophesied the Lord is now Hastening His Work amongst the Gentiles 
D&C 88:73: “Behold I will hasten my work in its time.” 

This hastening is shown by the increase of missions, stakes and temples. Eventually the law will be bound, and the testimony sealed amongst the Gentile nations. The Gospel will then be taken to the Jews and the gentile converts gathered to Zion the New Jerusalem
Bind up the Law and Seal up the Testimony

D&C 88:84, 88: “Therefore, tarry ye, and labor diligently, that you may be perfected in your ministry to go forth among the Gentiles for the last time, as many as the mouth of the Lord shall name, to bind up the law and seal up the testimony, and to prepare the saints for the hour of judgment which is to come…And after your testimony cometh wrath and indignation upon the people.” 
D&C 109:45-46: “We know that thou hast spoken by the mouth of thy prophets terrible things concerning the wicked, in the last days--that thou wilt pour out thy judgments, without measure; Therefore, O Lord, deliver thy people from the calamity of the wicked; enable thy servants to seal up the law, and bind up the testimony, that they may be prepared against the day of burning.” 
D&C 133:71-72: “Behold, and lo, there are none to deliver you; for ye obeyed not my voice when I called to you out of the heavens; ye believed not my servants, and when they were sent unto you ye received them not. Wherefore, they sealed up the testimony and bound up the law, and ye were delivered over unto darkness.”
The Saints in those Gentile nations where the testimony is sealed will then be gathered to Zion to prepare to meet the Bridegroom: 

D&C 133: 10-13, 19: “Yea, let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house……. Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom; go ye, go ye out to meet him.”

After this period when the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled the Gospel will be taken to the Jewish people. 

Secondly to the Jews

See the studies under the section heading of ‘Judah’
The Gospel is now being preached to some Jews who remain scatted amongst the Gentile nations. There are now Jewish members in many stakes of the church.  
The Lamanites are also classified as a remnant of the Jews in a national sense since they originate from Jerusalem:
D&C 19: 27: “Which is my word to the Gentile, that soon it may go to the Jew, of whom the Lamanites are a remnant, that they may believe the gospel, and look not for a Messiah to come who has already come.”

In a more powerful way, the Gospel will be preached to the Jews in their homeland just prior to the Second Coming: 

D&C 77:15: “Q. What is to be understood by the two witnesses, in the eleventh chapter of Revelation? A. They are two prophets that are to be raised up to the Jewish nation in the last days, at the time of the restoration, and to prophesy to the Jews after they are gathered and have built the city of Jerusalem in the land of their fathers.” 

However, most of the Jews who are gathered will not accept the gospel until the Saviour makes His appearance on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem:

D&C 45: 48, 51-53: “And then shall the Lord set his foot upon this mount, and it shall cleave in twain, and the earth shall tremble, and reel to and fro, and the heavens also shall shake….. And then shall the Jews look upon me and say: What are these wounds in thine hands and in thy feet? Then shall they know that I am the Lord; for I will say unto them: These wounds are the wounds with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. I am he who was lifted up. I am Jesus that was crucified. I am the Son of God. And then shall they weep because of their iniquities; then shall they lament because they persecuted their king.” 

Finally, to the Heathen Nations

The redemption of the Heathen Nations who do not have Christianity as their main religion will take place after the above-mentioned appearance (See D&C 45: 48, 51-53) of the Saviour to the Jews. 

D&C 45:54: “And then shall the Heathen nations be redeemed, and they that knew no law shall have part in the first resurrection; and it shall be tolerable for them.” 
D&C 90:9-10: “That through your administration they may receive the word, and through their administration the word may go forth unto the ends of the earth, unto the Gentiles first, and then, behold, and lo, they shall turn unto the Jews. And then cometh the day when the arm of the Lord shall be revealed in power in convincing the nations, the heathen nations, the house of Joseph, of the gospel of their salvation.”
2 Nephi 26:33: “For none of these iniquities come of the Lord; for he doeth that which is good among the children of men; and he doeth nothing save it be plain unto the children of men; and he inviteth them all to come unto him and partake of his goodness; and he denieth none that come unto him, black and white, bond and free, male and female; and he remembereth the heathen; and all are alike unto God, both Jew and Gentile.”
Heathen nations like India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, China, and the Arab nations, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Egypt etc are those whose main religion is not Christian. The scriptures teach that the Heathen nations will mostly have their opportunity to receive the Gospel after the Second Coming. There will be people from these heathen nations who accept the Gospel but the church will struggle to get a firm footing and establish stakes in these nations before the Second Coming
Gospel to be Taught among the Congregations of the Wicked

D&C 60:8: “And let the residue take their journey from St. Louis, two by two, and preach the word, not in haste, among the congregations of the wicked, until they return to the churches from whence they came.”
D&C 60:13-14: “Behold, they have been sent to preach my gospel among the congregations of the wicked……. thou shalt speedily return, proclaiming my word among the congregations of the wicked, not in haste, neither in wrath nor with strife.” 
D&C 61:30-33: “My servants…...shall not open their mouths in the congregations of the wicked until they arrive at Cincinnati; And in that place they shall lift up their voices unto God against that people, yea, unto him whose anger is kindled against their wickedness, a people who are well-nigh ripened for destruction. And from thence let them journey for the congregations of their brethren, for their labors even now are wanted more abundantly among them than among the congregations of the wicked. And now, concerning the residue let them journey and declare the word among the congregations of the wicked, inasmuch as it is given.” 

D&C 62:5: “And then you may return to bear record, yea, even altogether, or two by two, as seemeth you good, it mattereth not unto me; only be faithful, and declare glad tidings unto the inhabitants of the earth, or among the congregations of the wicked.”
D&C 68:1: My servant ….. was called by his ordination to proclaim the everlasting gospel, by the Spirit of the living God, from people to people, and from land to land, in the congregations of the wicked, in their synagogues, reasoning with and expounding all scriptures unto them.”
2

