Chiasmus in the Book of Mormon

Introduction

While on a mission in Germany in 1967 John Welch attended a Catholic-taught class on the New Testament. In this class Welch discovered that New Testament scholars had recently become aware of an Hebrew literary form called chiasmus. The word chiasmus is Greek, deriving from the twenty-second letter of the Greek Alphabet, chi (x) and the Greek chiazein, meaning to mark with an X. Thus a chiamus takes the form of an X- to cross over. 

A chiastic passage is arranged so that the first and last elements parallel each other; the second and the last elements parallel each other, and so forth to the centre. The apex or centre of the chiasmus is the central point of the passage. This literary form was virtually unknown in the Western world during Joseph Smith’s day. 
After some additional research, Welch wondered if chiasmus could be found in the Book of Mormon since it claimed a Near Eastern background. As Welch’s investigation progressed, he found that not only did the Book of Mormon contain chiastic structures, but some of these structures were very elaborate and complex. 

John Welch offers the following analysis in a 1969 BYU Studies Paper 
"There exists no chance that Joseph Smith could have learned of this style [chiasmus] through academic channels. No one in America, let alone in western New York, fully understood chiasmus in 1829. Joseph Smith had been dead ten full years before John Forbes' book was published in Scotland. Even the prominent scholars today know little about chiasmic forms beyond its name and a few passages where it might be found. 
The possibility of Joseph Smith's noticing the form accidentally is even more remote, since most biblical passages containing inverted word orders have been rearranged into natural word orders in the King James translation. And even had he known of the form he would still have had the overwhelming task of writing original, artistic chiasmic sentences. Try writing a sonnet or multi-termed chiasm yourself: your appreciation of these forms will turn to awe. 
If the Book of Mormon then is found to contain true chiasmal forms, should it not be asserted without further qualification that the book is a product of ancient Hebrews culture?"
See the study https://byustudies.byu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/10.1WelchChiasmus-ff514a59-6c19-47bf-ac76-bf82dd796a01.pdf
A Biblical Example of Chiasmus is Leviticus 24:17-21
	
He that killeth any man…


	
	He that killeth a beast…


	
	If a man cause a blemish…


	
	Breach for breach,
Eye for eye
Tooth for tooth.


	
	As he hath caused a blemish…


	
	He that killeth a beast…


	 
	He that killeth a man….


Examples of Chiasmus in the Book of Mormon
Mosiah 3:18-19:
(Men will drink damnation to their souls unless)

(a) They HUMBLE themselves

(b) and become as little CHILDREN

(c) believing that salvation is in the ATONING BLOOD OF CHRIST;

(d) for the NATURAL MAN

(e) is an enemy of GOD

(f) and HAS BEEN from the fall of Adam

(f') and WILL BE forever and ever

(e') unless he yieldeth to the HOLY SPIRIT

(d') and putteth off the NATURAL MAN

(c') and becometh a saint through the ATONEMENT OF CHRIST

(b') and becometh as a CHILD

(a') submissive, meek and HUMBLE.

Mosiah 5:10-12:
(a) And now it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall not take upon him the NAME of Christ 

(b) must be CALLED by some other name; 

(c) therefore, he findeth himself on the LEFT HAND of God.

(d) And I would that ye should REMEMBER also, that this is the NAME 

(e) that I said I should give unto you that never should be BLOTTED out, 

(f) except it be through TRANSGRESSION; 

(f') therefore, take heed that ye do not TRANSGRESS, 

(e') that the name be not BLOTTED OUT of your hearts.

(d') I say unto you, I would that ye should REMEMBER to retain the NAME 

(c') written always in your hearts, that ye are not found on the LEFT HAND of God, 

(b') but that ye hear and know the voice by which ye shall be CALLED, 

(a') and also, the NAME by which he shall call you.

Alma 36: 

The most powerful and beautiful example of chiasmus in the Book of Mormon is Alma 36. The structure is obviously chiastic, but there are some very sophisticated and elegant perturbations which have been the subject of careful and lengthy analysis. 
Welch assesses the degree of chiasticity, showing that this is not a contrived example or chance occurrence but fits objective criteria for intentional and deliberately crafted chiasmic structures. Finally, a comparison of other accounts of Alma's conversion story in the Book of Mormon show that only this one is presented in chiasmic form, indicating that this passage, crafted about 20 years after the initial experience he describes, had been carefully reorganized to yield a masterful and poetical statement of his conversion.
Outline of the overall structure of Alma 36. Only the key phrases and concepts (sometimes paraphrased) are shown, with the verse number. (By John Welch)
 (a) My son, give ear to my WORDS (1)

  (b) KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS of God and ye shall PROSPER IN THE LAND (2)

   (c) DO AS I HAVE DONE (2)

    (d) in REMEMBERING THE CAPTIVITY of our fathers (2);

     (e) for they were in BONDAGE (2)

      (f) he surely did DELIVER them (2)

       (g) TRUST in God (3)

        (h) supported in their TRIALS, and TROUBLES, and AFFLICTIONS (3)

         (i) shall be lifted up at the LAST DAY (3)

          (j) I KNOW this not of myself but of GOD (4)

           (k) BORN OF GOD (5)

            (l) I sought to destroy the church of God (6-9)

             (m) MY LIMBS were paralyzed (10)

              (n) Fear of being in the PRESENCE OF GOD (14-15)

               (o) PAINS of a damned soul (16)

                (p) HARROWED UP BY THE MEMORY OF SINS (17)

                 (q) I remembered JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD (17)

                 (q') I cried, JESUS, SON OF GOD (18)

                (p') HARROWED UP BY THE MEMORY OF SINS no more (19)

               (o')  Joy as exceeding as was the PAIN (20)

              (n') Long to be in the PRESENCE OF GOD (22)

             (m') My LIMBS received their strength again (23)

            (l') I labored to bring souls to repentance (24)

           (k') BORN OF GOD (26)

          (j') Therefore MY KNOWLEDGE IS OF GOD (26)

         (h') Supported under TRIALS, TROUBLES, and AFFLICTIONS (27)

        (g') TRUST in him (27)

       (f') He will deliver me (27)

         (i') and RAISE ME UP AT THE LAST DAY (28)

     (e') As God brought our fathers out of BONDAGE and captivity (28-29)

    (d') Retain in REMEMBRANCE THEIR CAPTIVITY (28-29)

   (c') KNOW AS I DO KNOW (30)

  (b') KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS and ye shall PROSPER IN THE LAND (30)

 (a') This is according to his WORD (30).

As John Welch notes: “Alma shows that it was not the angel or his suffering or the prayers of others that caused his conversion. It was not until he remembered that his father had taught of the atonement of Christ and then exercised faith to call upon Christ that his conversion occurred, bringing a rapid change in which guilt and the pains of hell were replaced with joy and a taste of heaven. I find this story to be powerful and moving, and knowing the underlying chiasmic structure greatly enhances my appreciation of this marvelous text.”
Chiasmus is part of the intellectual evidence for accepting or believing in an ancient origin to the text. For some critics, it is so convincing that they must resort to arguing that Satan inspired the chiasmus in the text in order to deceive people. An example is found in a book by Loftes Tryk, The Best Kept Secrets in the Book of Mormon, Redondo Beach, CA: Jacob's Well Foundation, 1988. Tryk argues that the Book of Mormon is packed with elegant examples of chiasmus and other complex structures. "Even a very high native intellect would not account for a computer-like selection of images which have been fitted into the story with such knife-edge precision. The closer we examine the Book of Mormon's literary character; the greater burden will be placed on the theory of an unaided creation. There are too many complex uses of symbolism and of sophisticated literary form in it" (Tryk, p. 82).
 He notes that the chiasms of Alma 42 are "a formidable piece of writing," perhaps "unequaled in brilliance anywhere else in literature" (p. 84). Tryk argues that the only reasonable explanation is supernatural origin - but he ascribes that supernatural power to Satan.
I find that a pretty wild argument, especially when much of the chiasmus - like the Book of Mormon itself - is designed to focus our attention on Christ as the Redeemer and Savior. Look at Alma 36, for example. What honest Christian can help but rejoice to see the forgiving power of Christ so beautifully taught and so majestically crafted into poetry? The Book of Mormon is a Christ-centered book, teaching us to look toward Christ - the Christ that we read of in the Bible, not "some other Christ" as critics often try argue - for salvation, for grace, for forgiveness, to be baptized in His name and follow Him.
I don't think anyone can honestly read the Book of Mormon without realizing that it confirms the Bible and teaches of Christ.
For another example of chiasmus See Helaman 6:7-13
The presence of chiasmus in the Book of Mormon supports the claim that the book is based on an authentic ancient text. 
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