What is the Full Meaning of the Term ‘Zion’ in the Scriptures 
Introduction

The Doctrine and Covenants teaches in clarity and simplicity the true meaning of the term Zion.
One of the main purposes in the building up of the church is to see it develop into a Zion society in preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Indeed, it may be said: 
The Church is the preparation for Zion

Zion is the preparation for the Second Coming

The Second Coming brings the Millennium
The Millennium leads to the Celestial Glory. 
Does Zion just mean the pure in heart and nothing else? 
Are there additional meanings to Zion which are just as vital to understand? 
Can there be the creation of Zion in its fullest sense without the United Order?
See the letters to Elder Jeffrey R. Holland and Elder D. Todd Christofferson. 

Zion is a Composite Term

In this generation the Doctrine and Covenants teaches that Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of the Celestial Kingdom. The Key to understand the concept of Zion is to understand that it is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. 
To emphasize in writings or sermons one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the others, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and can result in misunderstanding.

The Essential Parts of Zion

Zion is the Pure in Heart: D&C 97:21: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” 

Zion is a distinct place: D&C 97:19-20: “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  

Zion requires the Celestial Law: D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” (This refers to The Law of Consecration, See also v 4, 29, 34) 
Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: 

Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’ 
Zion has Several Component Parts
Zion has several vital integral parts each of which is essential to have the complete Zion. To emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and is therefore misleading. This can cause an imbalance in understanding the full meaning of the word which in turn can lead to erroneous doctrine. It is true to say that “Zion is the pure in heart”, but it also true that Zion has additional meanings that are essential to its completion. 
Members of the Church need to be aware of all the essential component parts that are required to build the complete Zion as taught clearly in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: 

“It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done, then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject we are considering.” D.O.S 2:95-96.
(Note: Another example of a composite term is salvation which is comprised of vital parts like faith, repentance, baptism, gift of the Holy Ghost, endurance to the end. Each part is essential to obtain the full blessing of salvation. However sometimes in scripture one part of this composite term is used as if referring to the whole such as:  
D&C 68:9: “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned”. 
If this scripture is taken in isolation a misunderstanding could be obtained that all that is required for salvation is belief and baptism. It is apparent however, from additional verses of scripture, that repentance, the Gift of the Holy Ghost, and other principles and ordinances of the gospel, are essential components of salvation.)
Becoming the pure in heart is essential in the preparation to redeem Zion ‘the City of our God’. 
The Relationship of (Zion) the Pure in Heart to (Zion) the Appointed Place
Becoming the ‘pure in heart’ is an essential quality, required of those who would inherit the future Zion. (See “Becoming the pure in heart” by President Kimball Ensign March 1985) 
The relationship between Zion the place and Zion the pure in heart is captured figuratively in the following scripture: 

D&C 101:17-18: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion.”  (See also D&C 101:41; D&C: 103:35 for phrase ‘children of Zion’)
In this scripture Zion the place is the ‘mother’, who is separated from ‘her children’ who are Zion the pure in heart. The children are waiting to return to their mother who is longing for their return. Isaiah referred to this relationship of mother and children throughout his prophecies. Speaking on behalf of the place of Zion Isaiah states:

Isaiah 60:4: “Lift up thine eyes round about, and see; all they gather themselves together, they come to thee; thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side” (See also Isaiah 49:14, 17-23; 1 Nephi 21:14-25; and Isaiah 66:7-9)
The Complete Zion

When both the place of Zion (mother) and the pure in heart (Children of Zion) unite, under the Celestial Law of God (Law of Consecration) then Zion in all its completeness, power and glory is established.
It is then that Zion will become a “land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God”; (D&C 45:66.) and as Isaiah states “A Crown of Glory in the hand of the Lord and a Royal Diadem in the hand of thy God” Isaiah 62:3
By far the most oft quoted scripture on the concept of Zion in the church today is D&C 97:21 which states that Zion is the ‘pure in heart’. This verse should be examined in the context of the whole revelation which according to the section heading deals particularly “with the affairs of the saints in Zion, Jackson County, Missouri in response to the Prophet’s inquiry of the Lord for information.”
To obtain the full picture it is necessary to refer back to verse ten of Section Ninety-Seven:

D&C 97:10: “Verily I say unto you that it is my will that a house should be built unto me in the Land of Zion, like unto the pattern which I have given you.”

Verses 11-17 explain other aspects involved in the building of the House of God in Zion.

Verses 18-20 then explain that if Zion (used in composite form of place and people) obeys she will prosper: “And now, behold, if Zion do these things she shall prosper, and spread herself and become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is The City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of His might to be her salvation and her high tower.” 
Two explanations of the integral parts of Zion are then given:

Verse 19: “Surely Zion is the City of our God”
Verse 21: “For this is Zion the Pure in Heart”

The Celestial Law of Zion-the Law of Consecration

See the separate studies

 Can Zion be Established without the United Order
The United Order-A Scriptural Study
Equality Through the Law of Consecration
It is fundamental to understand that for the establishment, expansion and glory of Zion the Law of Consecration under the United Order is required. When the scriptures, especially the Doctrine and Covenants speak of Zion in its fullness, it is inclusive of the United Order. The following scriptures for example are referring to a Zion that includes the United Order: 
D&C 133:4, 9, 12, 20-21, 24, 32; D&C 115:6; D&C 64:41-42; D&C 84:14; D&C 45:67-71 

Hugh Nibley stated: 

“The best news-indeed the only wholly good news that can come to the inhabitants of this wicked earth –is the bringing again of Zion to bless the earth with the only order of society acceptable to God and unreservedly beneficial to man. Zion is any society in which the Celestial Law is operative.” Ensign June 1977 page 82

One of the main purposes of Zion is to enable the saints to live the United Order and thereby receive the multiplicity of blessings associated therewith. (See D&C 104:2; D&C 70:14) 
Equality which is a Celestial Law of God can only be accomplished through the observance of the Law of Consecration as administered by a United Order created for that purpose. 
(See D&C 38:24-27; 51:2-3, 9, 15; 70:14: 82:17-19; 104:14-18)  

Observance of the Law of Consecration to bring about this equality will be required of all Latter-day Saints in order to receive an inheritance in Zion. 

It is important to realize that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order as the following scriptures testify: 
D&C 105:4-5: “And are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself. (See D&C 104)
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” 
President Wilford Woodruff stated that we cannot have Zion without the Law of Consecration: “For Zion can only be built up by the Law the God revealed for that purpose which is the Law of Consecration-not the law of tithing.”

He further said: “Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to Celestial Law, for all who go into the presence of God; have to go there by this Law.” (Journal of Discourses vol. 17 pages 250)
The Lord has also stated unequivocally that the Law of Consecration will only be lived after the Redemption of Zion:

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and Her law, be executed and fulfilled, after her Redemption.” 

In interpretation of the above scripture D&C 105:34 Elder Marion G. Romney stated:

“Further implementation of the order must therefore await the Redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri. April 1966 General Conference
So, there would not be any misunderstanding, President J Reuben Clark Jr. defined the phrase “Redemption of Zion” as follows:

“In the meaning in which the Lord was using the term Zion, the Redemption means the reestablishment of the people in Missouri. This has not yet been accomplished’. 
Church News 15 Sep 1945 page 9-Institute Manual 1981 page 427 
In seminary material on The Law of Consecration and Stewardship ref HC 69-2-3-R1 it states: 

“There have been four general periods throughout the history of the world when the Lord has set about to establish Zion by revealing the Celestial law of Consecration and Stewardship.” 
The four periods are then detailed: The Zion of Enoch’s Time; Zion in the New Testament; Zion among the Book of Mormon people; and Zion in the Last Days…..As part of the Lord’s great plan for the reestablishment of His Kingdom, He revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith the Law of Zion; the Law of Consecration and Stewardship is part of this law.”
From the above quoted scriptures and quotations, it is evident that there can be no complete Zion as the term is used in the Doctrine and Covenants, without the Law of Consecration. The introduction of this law must wait for the Redemption of Zion in Missouri. 
The Appointed Place for the City of Zion or New Jerusalem

See the separate study Where is the Land of Zion
The word Zion has various scriptural geographical connotations such as the Old Jerusalem and its Mount. For the purpose of this study however Zion is being referred to as the City of the New Jerusalem, and her stakes to be built in Jackson County, Missouri, spreading from the centre outwards to all the surrounding areas. 

Alvin R. Dyer, who was a counsellor to the First Presidency, had a specific interest in Zion, the City of the New Jerusalem. He accompanied President David O McKay and President Joseph Fielding Smith when they toured the consecrated land of Missouri in 1966. His book “The Refiner’s Fire” gives much detail of the history and future events of that place. 
Elder Alvin R Dyer states: 
“Here in the sacred areas of Jackson, Caldwell, and Daviess counties, the Cities of Zion with their Temples will rise as will many other Cities of Zion. All will follow in their proper time, after the City of Zion (New Jerusalem) is established in the “centre place” at Independence, Missouri. ‘Refiner’s Fire’ By Alvin R Dyer page 3.
“It is of compelling interest to realize that more than fifty revelations were given to the Prophet Joseph Smith over a period of eleven years from 1830 to 1841, which pertain to the Redemption of Zion, and the building of the City of the New Jerusalem. While generally Zion has many meanings and applications, the revelations concerning Zion given to the Prophet principally concern the centre place of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri, and the surrounding Counties.” Ibid Page 333 END
The Land of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri and surroundings areas is referred to by the Lord in various connotations in the Doctrine and Covenants. The most important of these is that of the “Holy Land” the same as for the Jerusalem of Old: 
D&C 84:59: “For shall the children of the kingdom pollute My Holy Land? Verily, I say unto you, nay.”  
D&C 115:7: “Let the city, Far West, be a Holy and Consecrated land unto me; and it shall be called Most Holy for the ground upon which thou standest is Holy.” 
The New Jerusalem to be Built in the Land of America

The Saviour taught the Nephites that the New Jerusalem would be built in the land of America by their descendents and the righteous Gentiles who would assist them: 

3 Nephi 20:22: “And behold this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of Heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” 

3 Nephi 21:22-25: “But if they (the Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; and they assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. And then shall the power of Heaven come down among them; and I also will be in the midst. (See Moses 7:62)
The Prophet Ether in the Book of Mormon stated:
Ether 13:6-8: “And that a New Jerusalem should be built up upon this land, unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph, for which things there has been a type. 
For as Joseph brought his father down into the land of Egypt, even so he died there; wherefore, the Lord brought a remnant of the seed of Joseph out of the land of Jerusalem, that He might be merciful unto the seed of Joseph that they should perish not, even as He was merciful unto the father of Joseph that he should perish not. Wherefore, the remnant of the House of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a Holy City unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old; and they shall no more be confounded, until the end come when the earth shall pass away.” 

The Location of the New Jerusalem was Revealed to the Prophet

In this dispensation, at a conference of the church in Fayette, New York on the second January 1831, the Lord set forth His desire to give the saints there inheritances in the Land of Promise and thereby fulfil the “covenant which I made with your father Jacob.” 

D&C 38:18-20: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance if you seek it with all your hearts. And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away. 

The exact location of this Land of Promise, in which the New Jerusalem would be located, was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith by revelation over a period of time. At Kirtland, Ohio in February 1831 the Lord taught Joseph: 
D&C 42:61-62: “If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge…Thou shalt ask, and it shall be revealed unto you in mine own due time where the New Jerusalem shall be built.” 

A few months earlier the Lord had stated: D&C 28:9: “That it is not revealed, and no man knoweth where the city Zion shall be built, but it shall be given hereafter, Behold, I say unto you that it shall be on the borders by the Lamanites.” 

Then in June 1831 at a conference in Kirtland the Lord declared that the next conference was to be held in Missouri which was to be the consecrated land: 

D&C 52:2: “Saying I the Lord will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant”. 
D&C 52:42: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 
Upon arrival at Jackson County, Missouri, in July 1831 the Prophet inquired of the Lord: 

“When will Zion be built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple stand unto which all nations shall come in the last days?” (See section heading to D&C 57)
Subsequently the following revelation was received detailing the location of the City of Zion: 
D&C 57:1-4: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. 
And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the Temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints… that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance”

The Lord further indicated in a revelation in September 1832 that the building of the New Jerusalem would commence with the majestic Temple complex: 
D&C 84:2-4: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and for the gathering of His Saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the City of New Jerusalem, which city shall be built, beginning at the Temple lot, which is appointed by the finger of the Lord in the Western boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph smith, Jun.…
Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the City New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place even the place of the Temple, which Temple shall be reared in this generation.” 

On the 3rd of August 1831, the Temple site was dedicated by the Prophet. D.H.C. vol. 1 p.199

The church in its infancy had insufficient strength to establish Zion at that time. For a detailed historical narrative of the events that took place including the expulsion of the saints from Missouri the book ‘Refiner’s Fire by Alvin R. Dyer’ is recommended.
The Lord reaffirmed that Missouri would remain the designated place:
D&C 101:16-20: “Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands; be still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion—
And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my Saints.” (See D&C 64:30-32)
The Redemption of Zion will come after ‘Much Tribulation’
The Lord revealed that the Redemption of Zion would come after much tribulation.
D&C 103:11-13: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances and shall build up the waste places of Zion.  For after much tribulation, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the blessing. Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the tribulations of your brethren-your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even their restoration to the Land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down.” (See also D&C 58:3-4)
D&C 136:31: “My people must be tried in all things, that they may be prepared to receive the glory that I have for them, even the glory of Zion; and he that will not bear chastisement is not worthy of my kingdom.” 

The elders were exhorted to patience until the church had received sufficient strength and maturity: 

D&C 105:13: “Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the Redemption of Zion.”. (See also D&C 105:9-12)
D&C 105:31-32: “But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me, that it may become fair as the sun, and clear as the moon, and that her banners may be terrible unto all nations; that the kingdoms of this world may be constrained to acknowledge that the Kingdom of Zion is in very deed the Kingdom of our God and His Christ; therefore, let us become subject unto her laws. 
It is now many years since the dedication of the temple site. To those who may be sceptical concerning the eventual Redemption of Zion Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: 
“Nearly 100 (now over 170) have passed since the site of Zion was dedicated and the spot for the temple was chosen, and some of the members of the church seem to be fearful lest the word of the Lord shall fail. Others have tried to convince themselves that the original plan has been changed and that the Lord does not require at our hands this mighty work, which has been predicted by the prophets of ancient times. We have not been released from this responsibility, nor shall we be. The word of the Lord will not fail.” Doctrines of Salvation Vol. 3:78-79 
Laying the Foundation for the Future Zion
Even before the expulsion of the saints from Missouri the Lord made known that the actual purpose of their endeavours in trying to establish Zion was to lay the foundation for the future. This was hard for the saints to comprehend even though the Lord explained they were laying the foundation.
D&C 58:3-7, 13: “Ye cannot behold with your natural eyes, for the present time, the design of your God concerning those things which shall come hereafter, and the glory which shall follow after much tribulation. For after much tribulation come the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be crowned with much glory; the hour is not yet but is nigh at hand. 
Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. Behold, verily I say unto , for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; and also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand. And that the testimony might go forth from Zion, yea, from the mouth of the city of the heritage of God” 

D&C 64:30-33: “And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion. And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail, that they shall obtain it. But all things must come to pass in their time. Wherefore, be not weary in well-doing, for ye are laying the foundation of a great work. And out of small things proceedeth that which is great.”.
The tenth Article of Faith which states: “that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent” will yet find its fulfilment.

Additional Meanings of the Word Zion

Zion is also a word that denotes something that is Heavenly or Celestial. It is ‘A bit of Heaven on Earth’ or in other words the bringing of Heavenly ideals to Earth. The name Zion is literally taken from the City where God himself dwells: “These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the City of the living God, the Heavenly place, the Holiest of all.” D&C 76:66 
Zion used in a general sense in the scriptures means ‘the cause of righteousness’ or ‘the work of God’ as in the following: “For thou shalt devote all thy service in Zion; and in this thou shalt have strength” D&C 24:7 “Now, as you have asked, behold I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.” D&C 6:6; 11:6, 12:6, 14:6, 21:7-8, 24:7, 30:11.
Zion is also an ancient Hebrew word meaning a place of refuge or sanctuary and is used in scripture to describe both the Old and the New Jerusalem. It is the name given to the Holy City built by Enoch which was taken into Heaven: “Enoch built a city that was called The City of Holiness, even Zion” Moses 7:19.
Zion is Not Yet Established upon the Earth in this Generation
Since all the integral parts of Zion are not yet in place it can be concluded that Zion in its completeness is not yet found anywhere upon the earth. Roy Doxey in the Ensign stated:
“The context in which the modern revelations reveal information about Zion is the establishment of a centre place in Jackson County, Missouri….. Zion, as envisioned by the prophets, is not here now; but as the Kingdom of God, through the church, spreads out and brings people with a Zion potential into its fold, Zion in its fullness, will come in the due time of the Lord. Preparation continues for that blessed day, when the elect will be prepared for the Saviour’s return to usher in His Millennial reign. The day will come when the leaders of the church will call the faithful devoted members to build the New Jerusalem: but the call will come only when the revelation is received by the Prophet.” See “Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57.
When the pure in heart inhabit their rightful appointed place, under the Celestial law of God, then Zion in its fullness is established. The bringing together of these three essential parts constitutes Zion. END
Correspondence
Letter to Elder Christofferson concerning his talk “Come to Zion” in October 2008 General Conference
Elder D. Todd Christofferson

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                                       22nd Nov 2008

Dear Elder Christofferson

With reference to your recent general conference talk ‘Come to Zion’. As I listened and then studied this talk, I became concerned that you quoted several scriptures which have direct reference to the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order, without actually referring to this Celestial Law.

You stated that ‘Zion is both a place and a people’, without mentioning that it is also living the Law of Consecration as spoken of in several revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants. (Sections 42, 51, 78, 82, 102, 104) In fact Zion in its fullest meaning cannot be achieved without observance of the Law of Consecration.

You quoted D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” The scripture footnotes along with the previous verse (4) clearly indicate that this scripture has sole reference to the Celestial Law of Equality which is accomplished through the Law of Consecration. This revelation (D&C 105) is directly about the Redemption of Zion and in verse Twenty Nine the Lord connects the purchase of the sacred land of Zion with living this Celestial Law: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given” (D&C 105:29)

The Celestial Law of Equality or the United Order as it is known is the Law lived by Our Father in Heaven. (See D&C 76:95, 84:38; 88:107) For the Saints to achieve the unity spoken of in your talk they will need to live this Law of God as the scriptures plainly teach: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” (D&C 51:9). The Lord has also said: “If ye are not one ye are not mine”; (D&C 38:27) Verse 26 is about equality in material goods. 

The Lord has decreed how unity through equality will be achieved as revealed in Section 104 which is about the United Order: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low.” The Lord’s way is the United Order.
You also refer in your talk to Enoch’s Zion and quote several scriptures including Moses 7:18 which states: “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” Note the words “No Poor among them”. By living the Celestial Law of Equality, the people of Enoch had eliminated poverty altogether. 
Again in 4th Nephi it states: “And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the Heavenly Gift” (4 Nephi 3) The Nephites lived the law of equality and removed poverty completely. As pride through prosperity developed the United Order eventually broke down and as a result:  “From that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them, and they began to be divided into classes.” (4 Nephi 25) This in reality is the present situation of the church with millionaires, even billionaires, along with those on the very breadline, being members of the church. The Church is even involved in building an up-market shopping mall at which the very poor will not be able to afford to shop. 
You also ask the question “whether we are doing what we should and all that we should in the Lord’s eyes with respect to the poor and needy.” The Lord’s eyes are firmly fixed upon Celestial Law which is equality and the complete removal of poverty. I do not see the established wealthy members of the church moving or even talking in this direction. The rationalisation is that as long as they give a small proportion of their wealth to the poor they are living the Lord’s Law.
The Lord specifies that alternatives such as the fast offering and welfare programmes are only there to help to relief the suffering of the poor until the Celestial Law is introduced: “Behold I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief, that they may be kept until all things may be done according to my Law which ye have received.” 
It has always been the purpose of the Lord to eliminate poverty altogether and this can only be accomplished by His Celestial Law. 
This fact was clearly understood and taught by President Marion G. Romney who stated:

“Almost from the beginning of my services in Church welfare I have had the conviction that what we are doing in this welfare work is preliminary to the reestablishment of the Law of Consecration and Stewardship as required under the United Order. If we could always remember the goal toward which we are working, we would never lose our bearings in this great work.” April 1977 General Conference May 1977 Ensign. 

Without the Law of Equality the saints miss out on the greater gifts of the Spirit: D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld.” 

I testify that that these things are true. I believe it is dishonourable to quote scriptures and then apply them to less than the full meaning the Lord intended.

Yours sincerely Malcolm E Twigg
Reply from Elder Christofferson

                                   The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

                                                The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

                           47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1200

                                                        13 January 2009

Address

Dear Brother Twigg

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 22 2008.
I agree with your scriptural exposition and statements regarding the law of consecration and the interim nature of current fast offerings and welfare programs. I too see the law of consecration as central to the establishment of Zion, but in this instance, I decided to limit myself to a focus on preparatory steps that, for the present, could move us closer to establishing Zion. I hope to speak on the law of consecration at some point in future when the Spirit is willing and the subject can be treated fully.

Please accept my best wishes and prayers for your well-being. I trust you and your loved ones will enjoy a rewarding new year.

                                               Sincerely

                                       D. Todd Christofferson
Letter to Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland,

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, 

Utah 84150-1200, U.S.A                         

                                                           23 July 2007      

Dear Elder Holland,

Concerning your C.E.S. fireside address “This, the greatest of all dispensations” published in the July 2007 Ensign. Under the heading of ‘A wedding feast’ you speak of the need for the church to be prepared as the Bride for the Bridegroom “and be worthy of an invitation to the wedding feast.”  You emphasize the need for preparation throughout your talk. As part of this preparation however surely it is also vital that members of the church understand where the marriage feast will be held.

In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins to which you give reference, the Lord explains the need to be constantly prepared:  “for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh” (Matt 25:13). As the Bridegroom tarried all the virgins slumbered and slept and then the scripture records:
“At midnight, there was a cry made, ‘Behold the Bridegroom Cometh’; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps” Matthew 25:6-7

It must be imperative that the ‘wise virgins’ understand where they need to go to meet the Bridegroom to be part of the marriage feast as the hour of midnight approaches. 

The scriptures state: “Until that hour (midnight) there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked.” D&C 63:54 

Where will the righteous virgins go when they are to be entirely separated from the wicked?  The answer to this question is clearly given in the Doctrine and Covenants:
“Yea let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom: behold and lo the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon…. Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom; go ye , go ye out to meet Him.” D&C 133:10-14, 19

Inasmuch as the above scripture states that in order to meet the Bridegroom the righteous will need to “Flee unto Zion” it is therefore vitally important that members of the Church understand where this Zion will be as part of their preparation. Again, the Doctrine and Covenants reveals where this place will be located and also the reason why the saints will need to flee there:

“And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God and the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” D&C 45:65-69 

The situation will become so difficult for members of the Church that unless they are willing to contend with their neighbour they will need to ‘flee unto Zion’ for safety. As the world declines in wickedness the Spirit of the Lord is held back and as a result contention and wars amongst the wicked will increase. The Saints will have no alternative but to flee these conditions to escape the desolation as the Lord testifies:

“I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”    D&C 63:32-37.  

Only by the ‘flight’ to the New Jerusalem will the saints be prepared. This will entail the Saints gathering as one people to escape the predicted desolations:
“Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” D&C 29:8

If because of a lack of preparation, the desolations commence before the church has redeemed Zion then the scriptures point out that “but few shall stand to receive an inheritance” D&C 63:31

In a revelation given to the Prophet Joseph Smith, the early members were told they were laying the foundation in Zion Jackson County Missouri for the future place where the ‘Marriage of the Lamb’ would be prepared: - (see heading to Section Fifty Eight)

“And also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand…Yea a supper of the House of the Lord, well prepared, unto which all nations shall be invited. First, the rich and the learned, the wise and the noble; and after that cometh the day of my power; than shall the poor, the lame, and the blind, and the deaf, come in unto the marriage of the Lamb, and partake of the supper of the Lord, prepared for the great day to come.” D&C 58:7, 9-11 see also D&C 101:69-74

Again as part of their preparation to ‘flee to Zion’ the wise virgins will also need to understand the Law of Consecration because the Lord has said that “Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive Her unto Myself” (D&C 105:5). “For it is My will that these lands be purchased and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” (D&C 105:29)

It is of concern to me that members of the church understand so little today about the United Order, the Law of Consecration, the principle of equality, and other vital related topics which will be essential for them to establish the future Zion and be prepared. In fact, I believe there is a general lack of understanding of the full meaning of the term Zion. You state in your talk: “And remember the most fundamental definition of Zion we have ever been given those who are ‘pure in heart’” 

The Doctrine and Covenants teaches however that Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of the Celestial Kingdom. The Key to understand the concept of Zion is to know that it is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. The essential parts of Zion are given in the scriptures: 

Zion is a distinct place:
“And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  D&C 97:19-20

Zion is the Pure in Heart:
“Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” – D&C 97:21 

Zion requires the Celestial Law:
“And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”D&C 105:5 

Hugh Nibley who was a great advocate of Zion stated: 

Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our Glory or our Condemnation’ 

Because Zion is a composite term to emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word out of context and is misleading. This causes an imbalance in our understanding of the full meaning of the concept, which in turn can then lead to erroneous doctrine. We need to be aware of all the essential component parts that are required to build the complete Zion as taught clearly in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Joseph Fielding Smith said: 
“It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done, then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject we are considering.” D.O.S 2:95-96.

There are many composite terms used in scripture such as the gift of salvation, which is comprised of vital parts like faith, repentance, baptism, the gift of the Holy Ghost, endurance to the end etc. Each part is essential to obtain the full blessing of salvation. However sometimes in scripture one part of a composite term is used as if referring to the whole such as: - “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned” D&C 68:9.

If this scripture is taken in isolation a misunderstanding could be obtained that all that is required for salvation is belief and baptism. This is why the so-called born-again Christians have so easily misinterpreted the Bible. We know however, from additional verses of scripture, that repentance, the Gift of the Holy Ghost, and the ordinances of the gospel, are also essential components of salvation. To declare Zion as the pure in heart and infer that this is the complete meaning of Zion is indeed wrong.

The relationship between Zion the place, and Zion the pure in heart is captured figuratively in the following scripture which you also quoted in your talk: -

“Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion.” D&C 101:17-18. See also D&C: 103:35

Zion the place is the ‘mother’, who is separated from ‘her children’ who are Zion the pure in heart. The children are waiting to return to their mother who is longing for their return. Isaiah referred to this relationship of mother and children throughout his prophecies. Speaking on behalf of the place of Zion he states:
“Lift up thine eyes round about, and see; all they gather themselves together, they come to thee; thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side” Isaiah 60:4 (See also Isaiah 49:18-23 and Isaiah 66:7-9)

When both the place of Zion (mother) and the pure in heart (children of Zion) unite, under the Celestial Law of God (Law of Consecration) then we have Zion in all its completeness, power and glory.

It is now vital that the saints are given the correct perspective and vision to be prepared for the future marriage feast in Zion and be ready to meet the Bridegroom. They also need to understand where the marriage feast will take place and what constitutes the full meaning of the term Zion in order to be prepared. 

Of this I bear my sincere testimony,  

Malcolm E. Twigg

I received no reply to this letter
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