Phrases Associated with the Second Coming

‘Great and Dreadful of the Lord’
Scriptures
D&C 110:16: “Therefore the keys are committed into your hands; and by this ye may know that the Great and Dreadful day of the Lord is near, even at the doors.”

Malachi 4:5: “Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet before the Great and Dreadful Day of the Lord.”  

D&C 2:1: “Behold, I will reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the Great and Dreadful day of the Lord.” 

Joel 2:29-32: “And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit and I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood and fire, and pillars of smoke, the sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord come
The Second Coming is the “Great Day of the Lord”

D&C 43:17: “Hearken ye, for, behold, The Great Day of the Lord is nigh at hand”
D&C 43:20: “Prepare yourselves for the Great Day of the Lord.”

D&C 43:21-22: “Speaking to the ears of all that live, saying—Repent, and prepare for the Great Day of the Lord? Yea, and again, when the lightning’s shall streak forth from the east unto the west, and shall utter forth their voices unto all that live, and make the ears of all tingle that hear, saying these words—Repent ye, for the Great Day of the Lord is come?”
‘Power and Great Glory’
D&C 34:7: “I shall come in a cloud with Power and Great Glory
D&C 29:11: “For I will reveal myself from heaven with Power and Great Glory, with all the hosts thereof, and dwell in righteousness with men on earth a thousand years, and the wicked shall not stand.”

Matthew 24:30: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with Power and Great Glory.”
D&C 45:44: “And then they shall look for me, and behold, I will come; and they shall see me in the clouds of heaven, clothed with Power and Great Glory; with all the holy angels; and he that watches not for me shall be cut off.”

No Word is used more than the word “Glory” to describe the Saviours Coming
Glory= Resplendent beauty and magnificence-An exalted State-Given Adoration Honour and Praise. See Scriptures above

D&C 133:49: “And so great shall be the Glory of His presence that the sun shall hide his face in shame, and the moon shall withhold its light, and the stars shall be hurled from their places.” 
Matthew 16:27: “For the Son of man shall come in the Glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.”
He will Come as the ‘The King of Heaven’
He was mocked as a King at His First Coming

Alma 5:50: “Yea, thus saith the Spirit: ‘Repent, all ye ends of the earth, for the Kingdom of Heaven is soon at hand; yea, the Son of God cometh in His Glory, in His Might, Majesty, Power, and Dominion,’ Yea my beloved brethren, I say unto you, that the Spirit saith: ‘Behold the Glory of the King of Heaven shall very soon shine forth among all the children of men.’”
Revelations 19:15-16: “And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress  of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

The Hymn 196 ‘Jesus Once of Humble Birth’ contrasts the First and Second Coming 
Jesus, once of humble birth, Now in glory comes to earth.
Once he suffered grief and pain; Now he comes on earth to reign.
Once a meek and lowly Lamb, Now the Lord, the great I Am.
Once upon the cross he bowed; Now his chariot is the cloud.

Once he groaned in blood and tears; Now in glory he appears.
Once rejected by his own, Now their King he shall be known.

Once forsaken, left alone, Now exalted to a throne.
Once all things he meekly bore, But he now will bear no more.
Text by Apostle Parley P. Pratt
What is the True Meaning of ‘Nigh at Hand’?
It says frequently the time is “Nigh at hand” “But the day soon cometh” “For the time is at hand” “not many days hence” “the Great and Dreadful day of the Lord is near”
The Lord said these words nearly 200 years ago so what is the true meaning:

Answer: One scripture explains: 
D&C 63:53:  “These things are the things ye must look for; and speaking after the manner of the Lord, they are nigh at hand and in a time to come, even in the day of the coming of the Son of Man.” 
Speaking after the manner of the Lord or in other words the Lord’s time. Inasmuch as one day in the Lord’s time is equivalent to 1000 years of earth time then indeed ‘the day soon cometh’. (D&C 38:8) and is ‘not many days hence’. (D&C 88:87)
Why does the Lord Emphasize ‘But the Hour and the Day No Man Knoweth’?
Answer: So members are watchful and prepare in advance
Watch 

D&C 61:38: “Gird up your loins and be watchful and be sober, looking forth for the Coming of the Son of Man, for He cometh in an hour you think not.”
D&C 133:11: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour.”
Matthew 24:42-44: “Watch therefore; for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this that if the Goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” 
Revelations 16:15:  “Behold I come as a thief, blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and see his shame.”

Matthew 25:13: “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.”
Be Ready

D&C 33:17-18: “Wherefore, be faithful, praying always, having your lamps trimmed and burning, and oil with you, that you may be ready at the coming of the Bridegroom; for behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, that I come quickly, Even so.”

D&C 50:46: “And the day cometh that you shall hear my voice and see me, and know that I am. Watch, therefore, that ye may be ready Even so Amen.”

D&C 65:3: “Yea, a voice crying—Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the supper of the Lamb, make ready for the Bridegroom.”

‘Be Prepared’
D&C 1:11 “Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all that will hear may hear; Prepare ye Prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh.

D&C 88:92: “Prepare ye, prepare ye, O inhabitants of the earth; for the judgment of our God is come. Behold, and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.”

D&C 65:3-4: “Yea, a voice crying- Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the supper of the Lamb, make ready for the Bridegroom.”

D&C 38:8: “Wherefore, gird up your loins and be prepared”

‘Gird up your Loins’
What does Gird up your loins mean: to prepare and strengthen oneself for future actions, typically ones that may be dangerous or difficult. Synonyms are prepare, get ready and gear up- Get ready for battle or hard labour 

D&C 27:15: “Wherefore ……gird up your loins, and take upon you my whole armour……” 
D&C 36:8: “I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God; wherefore, gird up your loins and I will suddenly come to my temple. Even so Amen”

D&C 38:8-9: “But the day soon cometh that ye shall see me, and know that I am; for the veil of darkness shall soon be rent, and he that is not purified shall not abide the day. Wherefore, gird up your loins and be prepared.”

D&C 43:19: “Wherefore gird up your loins lest ye be found among the wicked.”

D&C 61:38: “Gird up your loins and be watchful and be sober, looking forth for the coming of the Son of Man, for He cometh in an hour you think not.”

D&C 106:4-5: “And again, verily I say unto you, the coming of the lord draweth nigh, and it overtaketh the world as a thief in the night-Therefore, gird up your loins, that you may be the children of light, and that day shall not overtake you as a thief.”
How can Members be Prepared and Ready for the Bridegroom?

Malachi asks the question Malachi 3:2: ‘Who will abide the day of His Coming’? And who shall stand when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap”

Malachi 3:2: “But who may abide the day of His coming? And who shall stand when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap
Prepare Spiritually: Oil in the lamps-take the Holy Spirit for their Guide.

D&C 45:56-57:​​ “And at that day when I shall come in my glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I spake concerning the Ten Virgins. For they that are wise and have received the Truth and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived-verily I say unto you, they shall not be hewn down and cast into the fire, but shall abide the day.”

D&C 27:15-18 extracts: “Wherefore, lift up your hearts and rejoice and gird up your loins, and take upon you my whole armour that ye may be able to withstand the evil day, having done all that ye may be able to stand. Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth, having on the breastplate of righteousness…. The preparation of the gospel of peace….The shield of faith…. The helmet of salvation…The sword of my Spirit …and my Word which I reveal unto you, and be agreed as touching all things all things whatsoever ye ask of me, and be faithful until I come, and ye shall be caught up, that where I am ye shall be also.” Amen

D&C 35:21: “For they (the elect) will hear my voice, and shall see me, and shall not be asleep, and shall abide the day of my Coming; for they shall be purified, even as I am pure.”

Revelations 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the Marriage of the Lamb is come and His wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”
Prepare Physically: The need of a place of refuge and safety by gathering to one place.
D&C 29:8-9: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.
D&C 45:64-66, 68-69: “Call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me. And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another
D&C 63:33-37: “I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; and the saints shall hardly escape…. Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion, and that every man should take righteousness in his hands and faithfulness upon his loins, and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”
Parable of the Ten Virgins

Matthew 25:1-13: “And then at that day, before the Son of Man comes (J S T) shall the kingdom of Heaven be likened unto Ten Virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them. But the wise took oil in their vessels with the lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so lest there be not enough for us and you, but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage, and the door was shut….I know ye not….Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh. (See Luke 12:40; Mark 13:32-33)

As the Bridegroom tarried all the virgins ‘slumbered and slept’. Then ‘at midnight, there was a cry made, ‘Behold the Bridegroom Cometh; go ye out to meet Him.’

Where do the Wise Virgins Go to Meet the Bridegroom?

The virgins represent members of the church. When the cry is made where do the wise virgins go to meet the Bridegroom? Where is the Marriage to take place? The scriptures state that “Until that hour (midnight) there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked.” D&C 63:54 
Where are the righteous separated to? The answer is clearly given in scripture: 

D&C 133:10-14, 19: “Yea let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom: behold and lo the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the Great Day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the Mountains of the Lord’s house. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon….Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom; go ye , go ye out to meet Him.” 
What does the Phrase ‘Cut Short in Righteousness’ Mean?

Explanation
The Lord has promised to hasten His work in its time (D&C 88:73) which time is now. However, He has also declared that He will “cut my work short in righteousness” (D&C 52:11) when plagues will overtake the world:

D&C 84:96-98: “For I, the Almighty, have laid my hands upon the nations, to scourge them for their wickedness. And plagues shall go forth, and they shall not be taken from the earth until I have completed my work, which shall be cut short in righteousness-until all shall know me who remain even from the least unto the greatest….”

This could be termed the Intervention when Almighty God brings about the end of the Telestial or mortal existence of the earth and commences the Millennium or Terrestrial stage. 

D&C 84:119: “For I, the Lord, have put forth my hand to exert the powers of heaven; ye cannot see it now, yet a little while and ye shall see it, and know that I am and that I will come and reign with my people.” 

I concur with the following thoughts of Richard D Draper in his book “opening the seven seals on the subject of the Lord’s intervention in the history of mankind when the fulness of iniquity is reached. 

“A basic theological foundation forms the ground that gives apocalyptic literature a unique religious perspective. This is composed of three elements. First it is nearly always eschatological. That is, it focuses on a period of time yet future when God will disrupt the flow of history to bring about the end of wickedness and institute a new order of righteousness and peace. It is God’s breaking into the flow of history and altering it that distinguishes the apocalyptic panorama from its counterpart, prophecy. 
Prophesy like apocalyptic, is predictive but concentrates on a future that arises out of the present such that historical flow is not interrupted. Apocalyptic looks to the end time when God will discontinue the course of history, turn it to His own purposes, and bring about a new beginning. Therefore, apocalyptic ignores, and in this way, denies man’s capacity to create a peaceful future by overcoming wickedness. The united witness of apocalyptic literature (cannon) is that the consummation will come from outside the flow of history, thereby disrupting it to bring about God’s own end.” 

An example of an Intervention by God is the flood:

Another example is the time just before Christ appeared to the Nephites:

See 3 Nephi 8: 5-17 for details of the tremendous destructions that took place in a short time.
The Destructions will Come as a Whirlwind

D&C 112 24: “Behold vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord.

D&C 97:22: “For behold and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it.” Isaiah 29:5-6; Revelations 18:8; 3 Nephi 8:16-19

D&C 63:6: “Wherefore, verily I say, let the wicked take heed, and let the rebellious fear and tremble; and let the unbelieving hold their lips, for the day of wrath shall come upon them as a whirlwind, and all flesh shall know that I am God.”

This could be referred to as the Tipping Point from which there is no turning back nor time to change. Things will happen so quick and furiously that there will be no time to ‘add oil to the lamps.’

This is similar to a tipper lorry unloading its sand. As the height slowly increases all of a sudden, the sand pours out-there is no stopping it. It is similar to the Huddersfield Sports Centre Splash where large buckets of water slowly fill and then all of a sudden they tip over and empty their contents. There is no turning back.  
The ‘Arm of the Lord’?
D&C 45:45-50: “But before the Arm of the Lord shall fall, an angel shall sound his trump, and the saints that have slept shall come forth to meet me in the cloud. Wherefore, if ye have slept in peace blessed are you; for as you now behold me and know that I am, even so shall ye come unto me and your souls shall live, and your redemption shall be perfected; and the saints shall come forth from the four quarters of the earth. Then shall the Arm of the Lord fall upon the nations. And then shall the Lord set His foot upon this mount, and it shall cleave in twain, and the earth shall tremble, and reel to and fro, and the heavens also shall shake. And the Lord shall utter his voice, and all the ends of the earth shall hear it; and the nations of the earth shall mourn, and they that have laughed shall see their folly. And calamity shall cover the mocker, and the scorner shall be consumed; and they that have watched for iniquity shall be hewn down and cast into the fire.” 

D&C 133:2-5: “The Lord who shall suddenly come to His Temple; the Lord who shall come down upon the world with a curse to judgment; yea, upon all the nations that forget God, and upon all the ungodly among you. For he shall make bare His Holy Arm in the eyes of all the nations and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of their God. Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye, O my people; sanctify yourselves; gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the land of Zion, all you that have not been commanded to tarry. Go ye out from Babylon. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 

D&C 56:1: “Hearken, O ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations.” 

The Earth to be ‘Cleansed as if by Fire’
D&C 101:24-25: “And every corruptible thing both of man, or of the beasts of the field, or of the fowls of the heavens, or of the fish of the sea, that dwells upon all the face of the earth, shall be consumed; and also, that of element shall melt with fervent heat; and all things shall become new, that my knowledge and glory may dwell upon the earth.”

Isaiah 24:6: “Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.”

Nahum 1:5-6, 10: “The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before his indignation? And who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him…...He will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time. For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.”

Malachi 4:1: “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.”

D&C 64:24:  “For after today cometh the burning—this is speaking after the manner of the Lord—for verily I say, tomorrow all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, for I am the Lord of Hosts; and I will not spare any that remain in Babylon.”
Looking for the ‘Signs of His Coming’
Signs of the Second Coming are those things that will happen either to prepare the way or as indicators that the time is approaching. Members of the church are should be looking forth for the signs related to the Second Coming
D&C 39:23: “And they shall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost, and shall be looking forth for the signs of my Coming, and shall know me. Behold I come quickly.”\z
D&C 35:15-16: “And the poor and the meek shall have the gospel preached unto them, and they shall be looking forth for the time of my Coming, for it is nigh at hand-- And they shall learn the parable of the fig-tree, for even now already summer is nigh.” 

D&C 45:16: “And I will show it plainly as I showed it unto my disciples as I stood before them in the flesh, and spake unto them saying: As ye have asked of me concerning the signs of my coming in the day when I shall come in my glory in the clouds of heaven, to fulfil the promises that I have made unto your fathers.

D&C 45:37-40: “Ye look and behold the fig-trees, and ye see them with your eyes, and ye say when they begin to shoot forth, and their leaves are yet tender, that summer is nigh at hand; even so it shall be in that day when they shall see all these things, then shall they know that the hour is nigh. And it shall come to pass that he that feareth me shall be looking forth for the Great Day of the Lord to come even for the signs of the Coming of the Son of Man. And they shall see signs and wonders, for they shall be shown forth in the heavens above, and in the earth beneath”
D&C 68:11: “And unto you it shall be given to know the signs of the times and the signs of the coming of the Son of Man.” 
Matthew 24:32-33: “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer [is] nigh: so likewise, ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, [even] at the doors.” (See Mark 13:27-29)
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