Be Wise-Have Wisdom
Introduction

Wisdom is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. 

Wisdom is correctness; to be proper; to do things right. It is to be sensible
To be wise is to do things “in a right and proper way” (D&C 101:63)

It is to have all things “right before me saith the Lord”

It is make the right choice.

It is to make good judgement. 

Faithful and Wise are words often used together in the scriptures

The correct application of knowledge

Experience and Knowledge will assist in making wise choices

The opposite of wisdom is to be foolish (lacking good sense or judgment)
As a young boy, the Savior “grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40).
It was the desire for wisdom after reading the following scripture that motivated Joseph Smith to pray and thereby begin the process of opening the last dispensation. 

James 1:5: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”

Jacob 6:12: “O be wise; what can I say more?”
“The art of being wise is knowing what to overlook” William James

“Knowing yourself is the beginning of all wisdom.” Aristotle

“The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man knows himself to be a fool.” William Shakespeare, As You Like It
See the study God is Full of Wisdom, Knowledge-He Reasons with Man
The Wisdom of God

Isaiah 11:2: “And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord;.” 
Matthew 13:54: “And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, ‘whence hath this [man] this wisdom, and [these] mighty works?”
Luke 2:52: “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.”

D&C 5:9: “Behold, verily I say unto you, I have reserved those things which I have entrusted unto you, my servant Joseph, for a wise purpose in me, and it shall be made known unto future generations.”

D&C 9:3: “Be patient, my son, for it is wisdom in me, and it is not expedient that you should translate at this present time.”
D&C 9:6: “Do not murmur, my son, for it is wisdom in me that I have dealt with you after this manner.” 
D&C 10:43: “I will not suffer that they shall destroy my work; yea, I will show unto them that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil.

D&C 11:26: “Therefore, treasure up in your heart until the time which is in my wisdom that you shall go forth.”

D&C 19:21: “And I command you that you preach naught but repentance, and show not these things unto the world until it is wisdom in me.” 
D&C 25:4: “Murmur not because of the things which thou hast not seen, for they are withheld from thee and from the world, which is wisdom in me in a time to come.”

D&C 45:11: “Wherefore, hearken ye together and let me show unto you even my wisdom —the wisdom of him whom ye say is the God of Enoch, and his brethren.”
D&C 58:53: “Behold, here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance, save it be by the shedding of blood.”
D&C 61:35: “Only let my servant…. and my servant…. with whom I am well pleased, be not separated until they return to their homes, and this for a wise purpose in me.” 
D&C 76:1-2: “Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth, and rejoice ye inhabitants thereof, for the Lord is God, and beside Him there is no Savior. Great is His wisdom, marvelous are His ways, and the extent of His doings none can find out.”

D&C 78:2: “And listen to the counsel of him who has ordained you from on high, who shall speak in your ears the words of wisdom, that salvation may be unto you in that thing which you have presented before me, saith the Lord God.”

D&C 105:23: “And let all my people who dwell in the regions round about be very faithful, and prayerful, and humble before me, and reveal not the things which I have revealed unto them, until it is wisdom in me that they should be revealed.”

D&C 124:1: “Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you, my servant Joseph Smith, I am well pleased with your offering and acknowledgments, which you have made; for unto this end have I raised you up, that I might show forth my wisdom through the weak things of the earth.”

2 Nephi 2:24: “But behold, all things have been done in the wisdom of him who knoweth all things.”

Jacob 4:10: “Wherefore, brethren, seek not to counsel the Lord, but to take counsel from his Hand. For behold, ye yourselves know that he counseleth in wisdom, and in justice, and in great mercy, over all his works
Mosiah 4:9: “Believe in God; believe that He is, and that He created all things, both in Heaven and in earth; believe that He has all Wisdom, and all Power, both in Heaven and in earth; believe that man doth not comprehend all the things which the Lord can comprehend.
Mosiah 5:15: “Therefore, I would that ye should be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in good works, that Christ, the Lord God Omnipotent, may seal you His, that you may be brought to Heaven, that ye may have Everlasting Salvation and Eternal Life, through the Wisdom, and Power, and Justice, and Mercy of Him who created all things, in Heaven and in earth, who is God above all. Amen.”

Scriptures on Being Wise and Having Wisdom

Doctrine and Covenants
D&C 1:26: “And inasmuch as they sought wisdom they might be instructed.”

D&C 6:7: “Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich.”
D&C 10:33-36: “Thus Satan thinketh to overpower your testimony in this generation that the work may not come forth in this generation. But behold, here is wisdom, and because I show unto you wisdom, and give you commandments concerning these things, what you shall do, show it not unto the world until you have accomplished the work of translation. Marvel not that I said unto you: Here is wisdom, show it not unto the world—for I said, show it not unto the world, that you may be preserved. Behold, I do not say that you shall not show it unto the righteous.”
D&C 19:40-41: Or canst thou run about longer as a blind guide? Or canst thou be humble and meek, and conduct thyself wisely before me? Yea, come unto me thy Savior.”

D&C 38:30: “I tell you these things because of your prayers; wherefore, treasure up wisdom in your bosoms, lest the wickedness of men reveal these things unto you by their wickedness, in a manner which shall speak in your ears with a voice louder than that which shall shake the earth; but if ye are prepared ye shall not fear.” 
D&C 42:66, 68: “Ye shall observe the laws which ye have received and be faithful…..Therefore, he that lacketh wisdom, let him ask of me, and I will give him.
D&C 45:57: “For they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived—verily I say unto you, they shall not be hewn down and cast into the fire, but shall abide the day.”

D&C 46:17-18: “And again, verily I say unto you, to some is given, by the Spirit of God, the word of wisdom. To another is given the word of knowledge, that all may be taught to be wise and to have knowledge.”
D&C 50:1: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, and give ear to the voice of the living God; and attend to the words of wisdom which shall be given unto you, according as ye have asked…..” 

D&C 51:19: “And whoso is found a faithful, a just, and a wise steward shall enter into the joy of His Lord, and shall inherit Eternal Life.”
D&C 52:16-17: “He that speaketh, whose spirit is contrite, whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances……and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you.”

D&C 58:23: “Behold the Laws which ye have received from my hand are the Laws of the church, and in this light ye shall hold them forth, Behold here is wisdom.”
D&C 58:26: “For behold it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no reward.”

D&C 58:53: “Behold, here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance, save it be by the shedding of blood.”
D&C 72:4: “For he who is faithful and wise in time is accounted worthy to inherit the mansions prepared for him of my Father.”

D&C 72:22: “That they also may render themselves approved in all things, and be accounted as wise stewards.”

D&C 76:5, 9: “For thus saith the Lord—I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end……And their wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to heaven….”
D&C 78:22: “And he that is a faithful and wise steward shall inherit all things.” 

D&C 82:22: “And now, verily I say unto you, and this is wisdom, make unto yourselves friends with the mammon of unrighteousness, and they will not destroy you.”
D&C 88:118: “And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by faith.” D&C 109:7
D&C 97:1: “Verily I say unto you my friends, I speak unto you with my voice, even the voice of my Spirit, that I may show unto you my will concerning your brethren in the land of Zion, many of whom are truly humble and are seeking diligently to learn wisdom and to find truth.”

D&C 98:20: “For they do not forsake their sins, and their wicked ways, the pride of their hearts, and their covetousness, and all their detestable things, and observe the words of wisdom and eternal life which I have given unto them.”

D&C 101:61: “And this shall be my seal and blessing upon you—a faithful and wise steward in the midst of mine house, a ruler in my kingdom.”

D&C 101:63: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation.”

D&C 104:74-75: “Until he be found a transgressor, and it is manifest before the council of the order plainly that he is an unfaithful and an unwise steward. But so long as he is in full fellowship, and is faithful and wise in his stewardship, this shall be his token unto the treasurer that the treasurer shall not withhold.” 
D&C 105:28: “And to have sent wise men, to fulfil that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of all the lands in Jackson county that can be purchased, and in the adjoining counties round about.”

D&C 111:11: “Therefore, be ye as wise as serpents and yet without sin; and I will order all things for your good, as fast as ye are able to receive them. Amen.”

D&C 122:2: “While the pure in heart, and the wise, and the noble, and the virtuous, shall seek counsel, and authority, and blessings constantly from under thy hand.”

D&C 124:15: “And again, verily I say unto you, blessed is my servant Hyrum Smith; for I, the Lord, love him because of the integrity of his heart, and because he loveth that which is right before me, saith the Lord.”

D&C 132:24: “This is eternal lives—to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. I am he. Receive ye, therefore, my law.”

Book of Mormon

2 Nephi 9:28-29: “O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of men! When they are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves, wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not. And they shall perish. But to be learned is good if they hearken unto the counsels of God.”
2 Nephi 21:2: “And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord...”
2 Nephi 28:30: “...blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more......”
Jacob 6:11-12: “O then, my beloved brethren, repent ye, and enter in at the strait gate, and continue in the way which is narrow, until ye shall obtain eternal life. O be wise; what can I say more?”
Mosiah 2:17: “And behold, I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when ye are in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of your God.”

Mosiah 4:27: “And see that all these things are done in wisdom and order; for it is not requisite that a man should run faster than he has strength. And again, it is expedient that he should be diligent, that thereby he might win the prize; therefore, all things must be done in order.”
Alma 37:12: “And it may suffice if I only say they are preserved for a wise purpose, which purpose is known unto God; for he doth counsel in wisdom over all his works, and his paths are straight, and his course is one eternal round.” See 1 Nephi 9:5; Alma 37:14; Alma 37:2
Alma 37:35: “O, remember, my son, and learn wisdom in thy youth; yea, learn in thy youth to keep the commandments of God.”
Alma 38:9: “And now, my son, I have told you this that ye may learn wisdom that ye may learn of me that there is no other way or means whereby man can be saved, only in and through Christ.” 

Helaman 12:5: “Yea, how slow to walk in wisdom’s paths!”
3 Nephi 14:24: “Therefore, whoso heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, who built his house upon a rock……”
Mormon 9:28: “Be wise in the days of your probation; strip yourselves of all uncleanness; ask not, that ye may consume it on your lusts, but ask with a firmness unshaken, that ye will yield to no temptation, but that ye will serve the true and living God.” 

Moroni 10:9: “For behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may teach the word of wisdom.”

Old Testament

Proverbs 1: 7: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”
Proverbs 8: 33: “Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.”
Proverbs 9:9: “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.”

Proverbs 10:1: “The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.”
Proverbs 10:14: “Wise men lay-up knowledge.” 
Proverbs 12:15: “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.”

Proverbs 15:2: “The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.” 
Proverbs 29:11: “A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.”
Psalms 19:7-8: “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right…..”

Psalm 111:10: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.”

Hosea 14:9: “Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? Prudent and he shall know them? For the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.”
New Testament
Matthew 24:45-46: “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing.”
Matthew 25:1-4: “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.”
Luke 12:42: “And the Lord said, ‘who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his Lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?”

1 Corinthians 1:20: “Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?”
1 Corinthians 2:11-13: “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

2 Timothy 3:15: “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”
Quotes

President Marion G. Romney Ensign July 1983 First Presidency Message

‘Converting Knowledge into Wisdom’
“What we desperately need is to recognize and acquire that quality which converts knowledge into wisdom.....The development of this capacity, which converts knowledge into wisdom, is one of the blessings that comes from receiving the guidance and companionship of the Holy Spirit after we have entered into the Master’s church.

“Since knowledge is an “acquaintance with, or clear perception of, facts”; and “wisdom is the capacity of judging soundly and dealing broadly with facts; especially in their practical” application “to life and conduct,” it follows that wisdom, although more than, is nevertheless a product of, and is dependent upon knowledge. The Book of Mormon specifically relates God’s wisdom to his knowledge. Speaking of God’s plan for the salvation of men, Lehi says: “All things have been done in the wisdom of him who knoweth all things.” (2 Ne. 2:24.) Thus as God’s perfect wisdom is a product of His knowledge of all things, so man’s wisdom is dependent upon his knowledge.......” 

“The Psalmist gave us the answer when he said, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Ps. 111:10.) Now, I have done a little homework on the meaning of the word fear as here used. And I assure you that the Psalmist did not intend it to mean dread, fright, terror, or dismay. What he did intend to express by whatever word he actually used was “profound reverence.” Webster uses this phrase, “profound reverence,” as one of the definitions of fear. A more meaningful version of the Psalmist’s statement would be, “Profound reverence for the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”
“When one reverences God, the profoundly reverent person has a worshipful adoration coupled with a respectful behavior toward him and all that pertains to him. One who has a profound reverence for the Lord loves him, trusts in him, prays to him, relies upon him, and is inspired by him. Inspiration from the Lord has always been, and now is, available to all mankind who have a profound reverence for him.

In soundly judging—which is a function of wisdom—the inspiration of the Lord can and often does compensate for unknown facts—that is, for lack of knowledge. For example, if a stranger at the crossroads, not knowing which way to turn, can receive inspiration from God, his decision will be as wise as if he had known all the facts. Why? Because God “knoweth all things.” Inspiration from him is an expression of total wisdom. Not only does such inspiration compensate for want of facts; it also induces men, by self-discipline, to conform in their personal conduct and in their dealings one with another to the highest standards that they know. In other words, it gives men the capacity which distinguishes wisdom from knowledge. 
Surely the Psalmist was inspired when he declared that profound reverence for God “is the beginning of wisdom.” Obviously, no one can have reverence for an unknown being. Conversely, those who have the most profound reverence for God are the people who know him best.

The conclusion of the whole matter is: Wisdom is in short supply in the world today because men do not know God, not even all those who preach of him. Until mankind comes to a knowledge of God, we will continue in our distraction, regardless of how much other knowledge we acquire.

The Lord, knowing all things, foresaw our present state, and long ago, speaking about us through his prophet, Isaiah, declared, “The wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.” (Isa. 29:14; see also 2 Ne. 27:26.) Confirming the fact, He has said in our day that the wisdom of men has perished and their understanding has come to naught. And he has specified the reason for their loss of wisdom, their forsaking of him:

“They have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine everlasting covenant.
“They seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own god, whose image is in the likeness of the world.” (D&C 1:15–16.)

The Lord has also told us clearly many times where our wisdom-less course will take us. And I assure you that that condition will be neither comfortable nor pleasant.

If a person seeks to obtain wisdom in his life, the first step he must take is to seek the Lord, “to establish his righteousness.” He must come to a realization that he is inadequate in and of himself. He must in sincerity call upon God with full purpose of heart. “Seek, and ye shall find” (Matt. 7:7) has ever been and is now the pattern and the promise. Doing this, a person may—and it is the only way he can—be led to a knowledge of God from which springs that “profound reverence” declared by the Psalmist to be the beginning of wisdom.........”
My sincere desire is to impress upon our minds and souls that to foster wisdom is a central purpose of our membership in the Church. If we fail to understand and appreciate the importance of the wisdom that comes through inspiration from the Lord, we will have missed a pearl of great price. God grant that we may not miss it and that we will be imbued with its significance.” END

‘Reverence for God Is the Beginning of Wisdom’ By Elder Neil L. Andersen Jan 2013 Ensign

This talk highlights the difference between the Wisdom of God and the wisdom of the world. Extracts only

“The scriptures describe two types of wisdom: the wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God. The wisdom of the world has both a positive and a negative component. In the darkest description, it could be described as a partial truth, mixed with intelligence and manipulation, to achieve selfish or evil purposes.

An example from the Book of Mormon is the man Amlici. The scriptures say that “a certain man, being called Amlici, he being a very cunning man, yea, a wise man as to the wisdom of the world … [drew] away much people after him.” The scriptures go on to describe Amlici as a “wicked man, … [whose] intent [was] to destroy the church of God” (Alma 2:1–2, 4; emphasis added). We are not interested in this kind of wisdom.

There is another kind of wisdom of the world that is not nearly so sinister. In fact it is very positive. This wisdom is consciously acquired through study, reflection, observation, and hard work. It is very valuable and helpful in the things we do. To good and decent people, it comes as we experience our mortality.

We can pole-vault over many of the sad experiences that come to some in life by obtaining wisdom early﻿—wisdom beyond our age. Seek after this wisdom﻿—be reflective, observe carefully, think about what you experience in life.

More important, the wisdom that brings success in the world must be willing to step behind the wisdom of God and not think that it can substitute for it.

The Psalmist said, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). What the scripture means is that a “profound reverence” for the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
That profound reverence comes because our Heavenly Father “has all wisdom, and all power, both in heaven and in earth” (Mosiah 4:9). His wisdom is perfect. It is pure. It is unselfish.

This wisdom, at times, will be opposite the wisdom of the world, meaning the wisdom of God and the wisdom of the world will come in direct conflict one with another.

The wisdom of God will not come to us by entitlement; we must be willing to seek after it. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5; emphasis added).

The wisdom of God is a spiritual gift. “Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you be made rich” (D&C 6:7; emphasis added).

Seeking for the wisdom of God is always accompanied by obedience to the commandments.

Finally, the source of the wisdom of God is different from that of the world. The wisdom of God is found in the scriptures, in the teachings of the prophets (such as during general conference), and, of course, in our prayers (see D&C 8:1–2). And always, always this wisdom distills upon us with the power of the Holy Ghost. The Apostle Paul said:

“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. …

“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 Corinthians 2:11, 13; emphasis added).

Where will you put your trust? Listen to the Lord’s warning directly to us:

“O the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of men! When they are learned [in the wisdom of the world] they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves [the wisdom of the world], wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not. And they shall perish.

“But to be learned [in the wisdom of the world] is good if they hearken unto the counsels of God” (2 Nephi 9:28–29; emphasis added).

The test is often whether we will allow the wisdom of God to be our guiding course when it moves opposite the wisdom of the world.

Sadly, the wisdom of the world can deceive capable people. Joseph Smith said it this way: “There are a great many wise men, and women too, in our midst who are too wise to be taught; therefore they must die in their ignorance, and in the resurrection they will find their mistake.” 

I suggest you take some of the issues facing you. Put a line down the middle of a piece of paper. List the wisdom of the world on the left side and the wisdom of God on the right side. Write the issues in conflict one with another.

What choices are you making?

“I promise you that the Lord’s blessings will attend you as you seek for wisdom﻿—the wisdom of God.”

“Wisdom to Obey” Ensign June 1997 (no author given)

“To some is given, by the Spirit of God, the word of wisdom” (D&C 46:17).

As a young boy, the Savior “grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40).

Like the Savior, we too can grow in wisdom as we use good judgment in our daily experiences. Faithful obedience to gospel principles will help us obtain the gift of wisdom and maintain it throughout our lives.
Wisdom consists of knowing our Heavenly Father’s commandments and living them. Knowing this, Alma counselled his son Helaman to obtain wisdom: “O, remember, my son, and learn wisdom in thy youth; yea, learn in thy youth to keep the commandments of God” (Alma 37:35). Gaining wisdom in all things is a lifelong process.
As we continually strive to obey the commandments given to us, we are promised that we will increase in wisdom “line upon line, precept upon precept, … for unto him that receiveth I will give more” (2 Ne. 28:30). END
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