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One of the major signs that must take place before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ is the separation of the righteous from the wicked.  
What does the Doctrine and Covenants teach concerning the saints gathering as one people and becoming a separate nation?
Separation of the Righteous and Wicked
The scriptures speak of this event: 
D&C 63:54: “And until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked…” 
D&C 86:7: “Therefore, let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is fully ripe; then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the tares, and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo, the tares are bound in bundles and the field remaineth to be burned.”
2 Nephi 30:10: “For the time speedily cometh that the Lord God shall cause a great division among the people, and the wicked will he destroy; and he will spare His people, yea, even if it so be that he must destroy the wicked by fire” 
Jacob 5:76-77: “For behold, for a long time will I lay up of the fruit of my vineyard unto mine own self against the season, which speedily cometh; and for the last time have I nourished my vineyard, and pruned it, and dug about it, and dunged it; wherefore I will lay up unto mine own self of the fruit, for a long time, according to that which I have spoken. And when the time cometh that evil fruit shall again come into my vineyard, then will I cause the good and the bad to be gathered; and the good will I preserve unto myself, and the bad will I cast away into its own place. And then cometh the season and the end; and my vineyard will I cause to be burned with fire.”
Who are the Righteous and the Wicked?
The Lord has given a pattern to discern between the Righteous and the Wicked: 
D&C 52:14-19: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations-wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh whose spirit is contrite (repentant), whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances…….and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you. And again he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me. Wherefore by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under Heaven” 
D&C 84:49-53: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. And by this ye may know they are under the bondage of sin because they come not unto me. For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin; and whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice and is not of me. And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth under sin and darkness even now.” 
The Righteous are they who accept the Fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
D&C 35:12: “And there are none that doeth good except those who are ready to receive the Fulness of my Gospel, which I have sent forth unto this generation.” 

The Wicked are Classified as both the Unbelieving and the Rebellious 

D&C 1:8-9: “....To them is power given to seal both on earth and in Heaven, the unbelieving and the rebellious; yea verily, to seal them up unto the day when the wrath of God shall be poured out upon the wicked without measure.” 
When members of the Church fail to act in accordance with the truth, they are rebellious and lose the Holy Spirit as their guide. 

Alma 9:23: “And now behold I say unto you, that if this people, who have received so many blessings from the hand of the Lord, should transgress contrary to the light and knowledge which they do have, I say unto you that if this be the case, that if they should fall into transgression, it would be far more tolerable for the Lamanites than for them.”
Helaman 8:25: “But behold ye have rejected the truth and rebelled against your Holy God; and even at this time ........ye are heaping up for yourselves wrath against the Day of Judgment.” 

3 Nephi 6:18: “Now they did not sin ignorantly, for they knew the will of God concerning them, for it had been taught unto them; therefore they did wilfully rebel against God.”
The wicked and rebellious are those who are not on the straight and narrow path.. They are not following the ordinances and basic commandments of God.
The Wicked and Rebellious to be Cut off from the Lord’s People
Those who refuse to follow the Word of the Lord and do not participate in the ordinances of the gospel will be cut off or separated from the Lord’s people in the due time of the Lord. 

D&C 1:14-15: “And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of His servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people; For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine Everlasting Covenant”
Joseph-Smith-History 1:40: “In addition to these, he quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that it was about to be fulfilled. He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty-second and twenty-third verses, precisely as they stand in our New Testament. He said that that prophet was Christ; but the day had not yet come when "they who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the people," but soon would come.” 
The Saviour explained further about this separation or cutting off from the wicked 
3rd Nephi 21:11, 14-21: “Therefore it shall come to pass that whosoever will not believe in my words, who am Jesus Christ, which the Father shall cause him to bring forth unto the Gentiles, and shall give unto him power that he shall bring them forth unto the Gentiles, (it shall be done even as Moses said) they shall be cut off from among my people who are of the covenant. And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strongholds. 
And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers; Thy graven images I will also cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee, and thou shalt no more worship the works of thy hands; And I will pluck up thy groves. Yea, wo be unto the Gentiles except they repent; for it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Father, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots; out of the midst of thee; so will I destroy thy cities. And it shall come to pass that all lyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strifes, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, shall be done away. For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that day whosoever will not repent and come unto my Beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my people, O House of Israel; And I will execute vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.” 
Continuing the Savior explained that as part of the cutting off process the righteous will be separated to Zion the New Jerusalem: 

3 Nephi 21:22-25: “But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. And then shall the Power of Heaven come down among them; and I also will be in the midst.” 
This Separation Fulfills the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
The righteous will first be gathered out in fulfillment of the Parable of the Wheat and Tares. This will occur at the time of the harvest when the earth is fully ripe in wickedness: 
Matthew 13:24-30: “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field. But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.”

D&C 86:7: “Therefore, let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is fully ripe; then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the tares, and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo, the tares are bound in bundles and the field remaineth to be burned.” 

The Lord explains where the ‘Wheat’ will be gathered when the time of harvest arrives: 

D&C 101:64-71: “That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may be build them up unto my name upon the Holy Places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled. Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess Eternal Life and be crowned with Celestial Glory…. while the tares shall be bound in bundles and their bands made strong, that they may be burned with unquenchable fire. 

Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I appointed. Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment (See D&C 63:24-36) …. let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints. All the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about and leave the residue in mine hand.” 

These scriptures state that the Land of Zion is the place where ‘the wheat’ will be secured. When the churches are ‘built up’ they are to buy the designated lands at the appointed time and then gather upon them to establish a Zion community. In this way they will become separated from the nations that the Lord refers to as Babylon. 
This Separation will also take place within the Church

Those who have kept their covenants within the Church and have strived to be obedient to the principles and ordinances of the Gospel will become separate from those who have not: 

D&C 63:54: “And until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked…” 

The parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins refers to members of the church. The wise virgins are members of the church who have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide. They are the ones who will have the opportunity to gather and become a Holy nation. The foolish less-active virgins who have not lived up to their covenants will be found amongst the tares ready to be burned. 
The wise virgins will have prepared themselves sufficiently so as to be able to live the higher Law of Consecration when it is introduced: 
D&C 85:3: “It is contrary to the will and commandment of God that those who receive not their inheritance by consecration, agreeable to His law, which He has given, that He may tithe His people, to prepare them against the day of vengeance and burning, should have their names enrolled with the people of God.” 
JST Matthew 13: 39-44: “The harvest is the end of the world, or the destruction of the wicked. The reapers are the angels, or the messengers sent of heaven. As, therefore, the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of this world, or the destruction of the wicked. For in that day, before the Son of man shall come, he shall send forth his angels and messengers of heaven. And they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall cast them out among the wicked; and there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. For the world shall be burned with fire.”
The Rebellious will be cut off in the Due Time of the Lord
D& 56:1-3: “Hearken, O ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations. And he that will not take up his cross and follow me, and keep my commandments, the same shall not be saved. Behold, I, the Lord, command; and he that will not obey shall be cut off in mine own due time, after I have commanded, and the commandment is broken.” 

The final judgments of God in the Last Days will first be felt by the rebellious members of the Church: 
D&C 112:24-26: “Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. And upon my House shall it begin, and from my House shall it go forth, saith the Lord; First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my House, saith the Lord.”
It is through these judgments that the Lord’s work will be cut short in righteousness: 

D&C 52:11: “For thus saith the Lord, I will cut my work short in righteousness, for the days come that I will send forth judgment unto victory.” 

When the net of converts is full the sifting process will take place: 

Matthew 13:47-48: “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.” 

Previous leaders of the Church have spoken of the need for the Church to be cleansed. Elder Ezra T. Benson in the April 1969 Conference stated: 

“Sometimes we hear someone refer to a division in the Church. In reality, the Church is not divided. It simply means that there are some who, for the time being at least, are members of the Church but not in harmony with it. These people have a temporary membership and influence in the Church; but unless they repent, they will be missing when the final membership records are recorded. It is well that our people understand this principle, so they will not be misled by those apostates within the Church who have not yet repented or been cut off. But there is a cleansing coming. The Lord says that his vengeance shall be poured out "upon the inhabitants of the earth. . . . And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord; first among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have not known me. . . ." D&C 112:24-26 I look forward to that cleansing; its need within the Church is becoming increasingly apparent.” 

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith speaks of a cleansing at the time of the Redemption of Zion. 

Quoting D&C 103:20 “In time ye shall possess the goodly land” he states: 

“It appears from this declaration that the Redemption of Zion was not to come immediately but was to be postponed to some future day. Moreover that day would not come until members the members of the Church were willing to keep their covenants and walk united, for until the members of the church learn to walk in full accord and in obedience with all of the commandments this day cannot come. It may be necessary in order to bring this to pass for the Lord to use drastic measures and cleanse the church from everything that offends. This He has promised to do when He is ready to redeem Zion.” Church History and Modern Revelation 1:481 in D&C Institute manual 1981. 
The Righteous will need to Separate from the Wickedness of Babylon
The Lord has warned His people that there will come a time when there is a need for the righteous to separate themselves from the wickedness of Babylon. Living amongst such wickedness places members of the church in a spiritual form of bondage due to its pervasive influence, and it therefore becomes necessary for the saints to remove themselves: 

D&C 103:17-18: “For ye are the Children of Israel and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm. And as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the Redemption of Zion be.” 
It is when the Fulness of Iniquity is reached that the Lord declares the righteous need to separate themselves from Babylon and create their own society: 

D&C 133:4-5, 7, 9, 12, 14 Extracts only: “Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye, O my people; sanctify yourselves; Gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the Land of Zion. Go ye out from Babylon, be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord….. Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other….. Go ye forth unto the Land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged…. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. Go ye out from among them the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.” 

Isa 48:20: “Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; say ye, ‘The Lord hath redeemed His servant Jacob’” 
Isaiah 52:2-6: “Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus saith the Lord, ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money. For thus saith the Lord God, my people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people are taken away for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. Therefore, my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am He that doth speak; behold it is I.” 
The Prophet Isaiah explained that by being in bondage to Babylon the people of God are captive and have sold themselves short: To remain clean it will become necessary for the saints to remove themselves from the wickedness that surrounds them and therefore the command of the Lord is heard to go out from the wicked: 
D&C 38:42: “And go ye out from among the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 

Revelations 18:4-5: “And I heard another voice from Heaven saying, ‘Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues, for her sins have reached into Heaven, and God hath remembered her’” 

Zechariah 2:7: “Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon” 

Isaiah 52:11-12: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rearward.” 

President John Taylor stated: “Before the Lord destroyed the old world, He directed Noah to build an ark; before the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, He told Lot to “flee to the mountains”; before Jerusalem was destroyed, Jesus gave His disciples warning, and told them to “flee out of it;” and before the destruction of the world a message is sent; after this, the nations will be judged…….. The testimony of God is first to be made known, the standard is to be raised, the Gospel of the Kingdom is to be preached to all nations, the world is to be warned, and then comes the troubles. The whole world is in confusion, morally, politically, and religiously; but a voice was to be heard, “Come out of her, my people, that you partake not of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues” The Government of God page 101 

The Lord has admonished His people to become independent from the world. He has given Laws and Commandments such as the United Order which will enable the Saints to accomplish this independence: 

D&C 78:14: “That the church may stand independent above all other creatures beneath the Celestial world; that you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion.” 
The Separation from Babylon needs to Take Place before the Time of the Lord’s Vengeance upon the Nations:
Jeremiah 51:6-10 (extracts only): “Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance; he will render unto her recompense…. the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed… let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God.” 

D&C 43:19: “Behold the Great Day of the Lord is nigh at hand…the Heavens shall shake and the earth shall tremble…. wherefore gird up your loins lest ye be found among the wicked” (See v17-27) 

The Separation of Ancient Israel

This future separation of the righteous from the nations (Babylon) that have descended into wickedness is not unlike what happened to Ancient Israel. The nations had defiled themselves through serious sin or abominations. This is why they were cut off from Israel who were given strict commands not to commit the same transgressions. 
Leviticus 18:24-29: “Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye shall therefore, keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations…..For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which [were] before you, and the land is defiled; That the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that [were] before you. For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit [them] shall be cut off from among their people.” 
Leviticus 20:22-23 “Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out. And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them. 
Deuteronomy 7:2-6: “And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them: Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.
But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut down their groves, and burn their graven images with fire. For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.”
Through Separation that Israel became the Lords Inheritance

By obeying their covenants and separating themselves from the wickedness of the nations Israel pleased the Lord and became His inheritance: 

1 Kings 8:53: “For thou didst separate them from among all the people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy servant” 
Exodus 33:16: “For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight- Is it not in that thou goest with us? So shall we be separated I, and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.” 
The promise of receiving a special relationship to God was given to the ancient Israelites who were in bondage in Egypt. The Lord speaking to Israel in Egypt spoke of this relationship:  
Exodus 6:5-8: “And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under the Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to you for an heritage: I am the Lord.” 
After Moses had brought Israel out of their Egyptian bondage he sought to obtain this special relationship which the Lord had promised His people. The Lord spoke with Moses “face to face” in the Tabernacle. Moses said to the Lord, “consider that this nation is thy people”, the Lord replied, “My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest”. 
Moses replied “…. wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with us? So shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth”. See Exodus 33:13-16
It was in this separation from other people and in obtaining their Promised Land that the special relationship of Israel to their God was to be established: 
Leviticus 20:24, 26: “Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey; I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people…and ye shall be Holy unto me: for I the Lord am Holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine”. (See also Deut 6:6-8, 7:1, 6, 26:18-19)
When Modern Israel inherit their Promised Land and become a separate people under His Law this special relationship with God will also be renewed:
D&C 42:8-9: “…Ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on high, when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God.”
Righteous Nephites were Separated Prior Christ’ Appearance

In the great cities of the Nephites that were destroyed the righteous had left the wicked society: 

Nephi 9:11-12: “And because they did cast them all out, that there were none righteous among them, I did send down fire and destroy them, that there wickedness and abominations might be hid from before my face …And many great destructions have I caused to come upon this land , and upon this people, because of their wickedness and their abominations.” 

3 Nephi 10:12: “And it was the more righteous part of the people who were saved, and it was they who received the prophets and stoned them not” 
The righteous were first gathered out from the wicked to the Land of Bountiful where the Saviour appeared to them at the Temple site: 
The Final Gathering of the Saints will be to One Place

The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that because of increasing wickedness with the threat of destruction the saints will need to separate and gather as one people.

D&C 29:7-9: “And ye (the elders) are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh, and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 
The rest of Section 29 explains more about the destructions that will precede the Second Coming which will necessitate the gathering of the Lord’s people for their preservation. To escape these devastating events The City of the New Jerusalem and surrounding cities are identified as the ‘one place’ to which the saints will gather for their safety and protection:

D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” 

D&C 42:35-36: “And for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed-that my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people.”
The Lord has Promised to Protect His people through this Gathering as One people:

D&C 45:65-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God and the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 

The Saints are to warn by both ‘word and flight’ that desolation will come upon the wicked: 

D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” 
Enoch saw in vision how the Saints of God in the last days would be preserved: 

Moses 7: 60-62 (extracts only) “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 

The Prophet Joseph Smith also testified that the gathering together of all the Saints as one people would be the means of saving them temporally: 

In addition to all temporal blessings, there is no other way for the saints to be saved in these last days, than by the gathering as the concurrent testimony of all the holy prophets clearly proves…. It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 183 

He also testified that without Zion as a place of deliverance the Saints would fall: 
“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.” Ibid page 71 

Inasmuch as the Lord has stated that no one knows ‘the day nor the hour’ (see D&C 133:11, D&C 49:7; Matthew 24:36) and that the promised ‘desolation of abomination’ will come as a ‘whirlwind (see D&C 63:6, 97:22, 112:24;) it behooves the saints to be prepared to gather at all times. 
Jeremiah and Isaiah testified of the need for the Children of Israel to gather as one that they might dwell safely:

Jeremiah 32:37-39: “Behold I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: and I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children.” See Ezekiel 28:25-26
Jeremiah 30:10: “Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; neither be dismayed O Israel: for lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid” 
Isaiah 60:18: “Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” 

Isaiah 54:13-14: “And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear, and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.” 
The Gathering as One People will Create a Little but Strong Nation
D&C 133:57-58: “And for this cause that men might be made partakers of the glories which were to be revealed, the Lord sent forth the fulness of His Gospel, His Everlasting Covenant, reasoning in plainness and simplicity to prepare the weak for those things which are coming on the earth, and for the Lord's errand in the day when the weak shall confound the wise, and the little one become a strong nation, and two shall put their tens of thousands to flight.”

This Nation will have the Power and Glory of God upon it 

D&C 45:67, 70: “And the Glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion…And it shall be said among the wicked: Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for the inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand” (see D&C 124:6, 9, 11)
D&C 97:18-19: “And, now behold if Zion do these things she shall prosper, and spread herself and become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth shall honour her and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God. And surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there.” 

D&C 64:41, 43:   “For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the Glory of the Lord shall be upon her…and the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her, and shall fear because of her terrible ones.”
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