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Introduction

Grace is an attribute of perfection that God possesses in its fulness.

Grace is the giving of strength beyond our normal capacity or capability to achieve. It is a lifting power that provides opportunity for growth and development. Consider the young child learning to stand and then to walk. The child needs a helping hand and encouragement in first standing and then taking the first few steps. Through the assistance and grace of the parents the child is soon walking independently. 

Bible Dictionary page 697: “Freeness of God’s gifts to man especially with reference to the freeness of forgiveness. The main idea of the word is divine means of help and strength given through the bounteous mercy and love of Jesus Christ”….
This grace is an enabling power that allows men and women to lay hold on Eternal Life and exaltation after they have expended their own best efforts…….It is truly the grace of Jesus Christ that makes salvation possible.”
Benevolence is a word that can be used in place of grace. It is the giving of assistance or a helping hand when not always merited or appreciated.

The Oxford Dictionary: “Grace is the assistance of God bestowed upon a being with a view to his salvation.” 

Example of Paul receiving Grace

Grace is a lifting power given through the benevolence and Love of God. It is not given on merit alone. It was for example a direct act of Divine Grace, not through any earthly works on his part that Paul was blessed with the Gospel.
1 Corinthians 15:9-10: “For I am the least of the apostles that am not meet to be called an Apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am: and His grace which [was bestowed] upon me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”
1 Timothy 1:13-14: “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.”
Even though an individual may feel weak and inadequate they can become strong and accomplish much through the Grace of God. Paul the Apostle stated:

Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 

Elder David Bednar stated:” I believe we can learn much about this vital aspect of the Atonement if we will insert enabling and strengthening power each time we find the word grace in the scriptures.” BYU 23 Oct 2001
Christ is Full of Grace

Scriptures 
Moses 6:52: “….And be baptized, even in water, in the name of mine Only Begotten Son, who is full of grace and truth, which is Jesus Christ.”
D&C 20:1, 2, 4 extracts: “The rise of the Church of Christ in these last days…. Which commandments were given to Joseph Smith, Jun., who was called of God…… And this according to the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom be all glory, both now and forever. Amen.”

D&C 45:3-5: “Listen to him who is the advocate with the Father, who is pleading your cause before him—Saying: Father, behold the sufferings and death of him who did no sin, in whom thou wast well pleased; behold the blood of thy Son which was shed, the blood of him whom thou gavest that thyself might be glorified; Wherefore, Father, spare these my brethren that believe on my name, that they may come unto me and have everlasting life.” 
D&C 76:5: “For thus saith the Lord--I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end.” 
D&C 84:102: “Glory, and Honor, and Power, and Might, be ascribed to our God; for He is full of Mercy, Justice, Grace and Truth, and Peace, Forever and ever, Amen.”
D&C 93:11-14: “And I, John, bear record that I beheld His Glory, as the Glory of the “Only Begotten of the Father”, full of grace and truth, even “The Spirit of Truth”, which came and dwelt in the flesh, and dwelt among us. And I, John, saw that He received not of the fulness at the first, but received grace for grace; and He received not of the fulness at first, but continued from grace to grace, until He received a fulness. And thus He was called the Son of God, because He received not of the fulness at the first.”
1 Nephi 1:14: “And it came to pass that when my father had read and seen many great and marvelous things, he did exclaim many things unto the Lord, such as: Great and marvelous are thy works, O Lord God Almighty! Thy throne is high in the Heavens, and thy Power, and Goodness, and Mercy are over all the inhabitants of the earth; and, because thou art Merciful, thou wilt not suffer those who come unto thee that they shall perish!”
2 Nephi 2:8: “Wherefore, how great the importance to make these things known unto the inhabitants of the earth, that they may know that there is no flesh that can dwell in the presence of God, save it be through the merits, and mercy, and grace of the Holy Messiah, who layeth down His life according to the flesh, and taketh it again by the power.”

2 Nephi 9:53: “And behold how great the covenants of the Lord, and how great His condescension’s unto the children of men; and because of His greatness, and His grace and mercy, He has promised unto us that our seed shall not utterly be destroyed.” 
2 Nephi 11:5: “And also my soul delighteth in the covenants of the Lord which He hath made to our fathers; yea, my soul delighteth in His Grace and in His Justice, and Power, and Mercy in the Great and Eternal Plan of deliverance from death.”
Alma 5:48: “I say unto you, that I know of myself that whatsoever I shall say unto you, concerning that which is to come, is true; and I say unto you, that I know that Jesus Christ shall come, yea, the Son, the Only Begotten of the Father, full of Grace, and Mercy, and Truth. And behold, it is he that cometh to take away the sins of the world, yea, the sins of every man who steadfastly believeth on his name.”
Alma 9:26: “And not many days hence the Son of God shall come in His glory; and His glory shall be the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of Grace, Equity, and Truth, full of Patience, Mercy, and Longsuffering, quick to hear the cries of His people and to answer their prayers.”

Alma 13:9: “Thus they become high priests forever, after the order of the Son, the Only Begotten of the Father, who is without beginning of days or end of years, who is full of grace, equity, and truth. And thus it is. Amen.”
Moroni 8:3: “I am mindful of you always in my prayers continually praying unto God the Father in the name of his Holy Child, Jesus, that He, through his infinite goodness and grace, will keep you through the endurance of faith on his name to the end.” 
Moroni 9:26: “And may the grace of God the Father, whose throne is high in the Heavens, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who sitteth on the right hand of His Power, until all things shall become subject unto Him, be, and abide with you forever”

Exodus 34:6-7: “And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin…..”
Nehemiah 9:17: “….But thou [art] a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not…..”

Joel 2:13: “And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for He [is] gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness…..”

1 Peter 5:10-11: “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his Eternal Glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle [you]. To Him [be] glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

Sanctification and Justification through the Grace of God
D&C 20:30-32: “And we know that justification through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just and true; And we know also that sanctification through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just and true, to all those who love and serve God with all their mights, minds, and strength. But there is a possibility that man may fall from grace and depart from the living God.”

Moroni: 10:32-33: “Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of God. And again, if ye by the grace of God are perfect in Christ, and deny not his power, then are ye sanctified in Christ by the grace of God, through the shedding of the blood of Christ, which is in the covenant of the Father unto the remission of your sins, that ye become holy, without spot.”

Romans 3:23-25: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

Titus 3:7: “That being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of Eternal Life.”
Step by Step Progress Through the Grace of God

D&C 50:40: “Behold, ye are little children and ye cannot bear all things now; ye must grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.”
D&C 93:20: “For if you keep my commandments you shall receive of His Fullness, and be glorified in me as I am in the Father; therefore, I say unto you, you shall receive grace for grace.” 

Helaman 12:23-24: “Therefore, blessed are they who will repent and hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; for these are they that shall be saved. And may God grant, in his great fulness, that men might be brought unto repentance and good works, that they might be restored unto grace for grace, according to their works.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “Here then, is eternal life- to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and to be Kings and priests to God, the same as all Gods have done before you, namely by going from one small degree to another, and from a small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in everlasting power.”              (The Prophet Joseph Smith Teachings p 346-347)
Repentance and Good Works to Benefit from the Grace of God

2 Nephi 25:23: “For we labor diligently to write, to persuade our children, and also our brethren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.” 

Helaman 12:23-24: “Therefore, blessed are they who will repent and hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; for these are they that shall be saved. And may God grant, in His great fulness, that men might be brought unto repentance and good works, that they might be restored unto grace for grace, according to their works. 

D&C 88:78: “Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you”
D&C 109:53: “But inasmuch as they will repent, thou art gracious and merciful, and wilt turn away thy wrath when thou lookest upon the face of thine Anointed.”
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith summarized the relationship between grace and works: 
“So Paul taught these people—who thought that they could be saved by some power that was within them, or by observing the law of Moses—he pointed out to them the fact that if it were not for the mission of Jesus Christ, if it were not for this great atoning sacrifice, they could not be redeemed. And therefore it was by the grace of God that they are saved, not by any work on their part, for they were absolutely helpless. 
Paul was absolutely right. “And on the other hand, James taught just as the Lord taught, just as Paul had taught in other scripture, that it is our duty, of necessity, to labor, to strive in diligence, and faith, keeping the commandments of the Lord, if we would obtain that inheritance which is promised to the faithful. …
“So it is easy to understand that we must accept the mission of Jesus Christ. We must believe that it is through his grace that we are saved, that he performed for us that labor which we were unable to perform for ourselves, and did for us those things which were essential to our salvation, which were beyond our power; and also that we are under the commandment and the necessity of performing the labors that are required of us as set forth in the commandments known as the gospel of Jesus Christ.” (Doctrines of Salvation, comp)
All are Ultimately Saved by Grace because Works are Insufficient
Ephesians 2:7-8: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
2 Timothy 1:9-10: “Who hath saved us, and called [us] with an holy calling, not according to our works but according to His own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”
Through the Grace of God We can Return to His Presence

D&C 76:94: “They who dwell in His presence are the Church of the Firstborn; and they see as they are seen, and know as they are known, having received of His fullness and of His grace.”
D&C 138:14: “All these had departed the mortal life, firm in the hope of a glorious resurrection, through the grace of God the Father and his Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ.” 

Moses 7:59: “….thou hast made me, and given unto me a right to thy throne, and not of myself, but through thine own grace; wherefore, I ask thee if thou wilt not come again on the earth.” 
2 Nephi 10:24-25:  “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, reconcile yourselves to the will of God, and not to the will of the devil and the flesh; and remember, after ye are reconciled unto God, that it is only in and through the grace of God that ye are saved. Wherefore, may God raise you from death by the power of the resurrection, and also from everlasting death by the power of the Atonement, that ye may be received into the Eternal Kingdom of God, that ye may praise Him through grace divine.” Amen

Titus 2:11: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.”
The Lord’s Grace is Sufficient for the Meek and Humble

Ether 12:26-27: “And when I had said this, the Lord spake unto me, saying: ‘Fools mock, but they shall mourn; and my grace is sufficient for the meek, that they shall take no advantage of your weakness; And if men come unto me I will show unto them their weakness. I give unto men weakness that they may be humble; and my grace is sufficient for all men that humble themselves before me; for if they humble themselves before me, and have faith in me, then will I make weak things become strong unto them.”
2 Corinthians 12:9: “And He said unto me, my grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

James 4:6: “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”

D&C 17:8: “And if you do these last commandments of mine, which I have given you, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you; for my grace is sufficient for you, and you shall be lifted up at the last day.”
D&C 18:31: “And now I speak unto you, the Twelve--Behold, my grace is sufficient for you; you must walk uprightly before me and sin not.” 
The Grace of God gives Power to Accomplish His Work
Jacob 4:6–7: “Wherefore, we search the prophets, and we have many revelations and the spirit of prophecy; and having all these witnesses we obtain a hope, and our faith becometh unshaken, insomuch that we truly can command in the name of Jesus and the very trees obey us, or the mountains, or the waves of the sea. Nevertheless, the Lord God showeth us our weakness that we may know that it is by His grace, and His great condescension’s unto the children of men, that we have power to do these things” 
D&C 106:8:  “And I will give him grace and assurance wherewith he may stand; and if he continue to be a faithful witness and a light unto the church I have prepared a crown for him in the mansions of my Father.” 

D&C 84:99: “The Lord hath redeemed his people, Israel, According to the election of grace, which was brought to pass by the faith and covenant of their fathers.” (See Romans 11:3, 5-6)
Ephesians 4:7: “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” 

Paul frequently started his epistles by stating: 

1 Corinthians 1:3: “Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ” (see 1 Thessalonians 1:1)
The Rebellious- ‘The Day of Grace was Passed with Them’
Mormon 2:14-15: “And they did not come unto Jesus with broken hearts and contrite spirits, but they did curse God, and wish to die. Nevertheless they would struggle with the sword for their lives. And it came to pass that my sorrow did return unto me again, and I saw that the day of grace was passed with them, both temporally and spiritually; for I saw thousands of them hewn down in open rebellion against their God, and heaped up as dung upon the face of the land…..”
Quotes and Talks
“Another Testament of Jesus Christ” Elder Dallin H Oaks Ensign Mar 1994

“Men and women unquestionably have impressive powers and can bring to pass great things. But after all our obedience and good works, we cannot be saved from death or the effects of our individual sins without the grace extended by the atonement of Jesus Christ. The Book of Mormon makes this clear. It teaches that “salvation doth not come by the law alone” (Mosiah 13:28). In other words, salvation does not come simply by keeping the commandments. “By the law no flesh is justified” (2 Ne. 2:5). Even those who try to obey and serve God with all their heart, might, mind, and strength are “unprofitable servants” (Mosiah 2:21). Man cannot earn his own salvation. He cannot be cleansed by personal suffering for his own sins.

The Book of Mormon teaches, “Since man had fallen he could not merit anything of himself” (Alma 22:14). “There can be nothing which is short of an infinite atonement which will suffice for the sins of the world” (Alma 34:12; see also 2 Ne. 9:7; Alma 34:8–16). “Wherefore, redemption cometh in and through the Holy Messiah; … he offereth himself a sacrifice for sin, to answer the ends of the law” Consequently, “there is no flesh that can dwell in the presence of God, save it be through the merits, and mercy, and grace of the Holy Messiah” (2 Ne. 2:8). And so we “rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ … that our children may know to what source they may look for a remission of their sins” (2 Ne. 25:26).

These teachings obviously stand in opposition to the belief or assumption of some mortals (perhaps even some members of our Church) that they have no need of Christ because they can save themselves by their own works.

As members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we testify with the Book of Mormon prophet-king Benjamin that “there shall be no other name given nor any other way nor means whereby salvation can come unto the children of men, only in and through the name of Christ, the Lord Omnipotent. “For behold … salvation was, and is, and is to come, in and through the atoning blood of Christ” (Mosiah 3:17–18).

And so we say to all, in the words the prophet Moroni wrote as a conclusion to the Book of Mormon: 

“Come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ. …

“And again, if ye by the grace of God are perfect in Christ, and deny not his power, then are ye sanctified in Christ by the grace of God, through the shedding of the blood of Christ, which is in the covenant of the Father unto the remission of your sins, that ye become holy, without spot” (Moro. 10:32–33).” END
“The Gift of Grace” by President Dieter F Uchtdorf April 2015 Gen Conf. 

Do we understand our indebtedness to Heavenly Father and plead with all our souls for the grace of God? When we kneel to pray, is it to replay the greatest hits of our own righteousness, or is it to confess our faults, plead for God’s mercy, and shed tears of gratitude for the amazing plan of redemption?

Salvation cannot be bought with the currency of obedience; it is purchased by the blood of the Son of God. Thinking that we can trade our good works for salvation is like buying a plane ticket and then supposing we own the airline. Or thinking that after paying rent for our home, we now hold title to the entire planet earth.
Grace is a gift of God, and our desire to be obedient to each of God’s commandments is the reaching out of our mortal hand to receive this sacred gift from our Heavenly Father.

All We Can Do

“The prophet Nephi made an important contribution to our understanding of God’s grace when he declared, “We labor diligently … to persuade our children, and also our brethren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.”

However, I wonder if sometimes we misinterpret the phrase “after all we can do.” We must understand that “after” does not equal “because.” We are not saved “because” of all that we can do. Have any of us done all that we can do? Does God wait until we’ve expended every effort before He will intervene in our lives with His saving grace?
Many people feel discouraged because they constantly fall short. They know first-hand that “the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” They raise their voices with Nephi in proclaiming, “My soul grieveth because of mine iniquities.”
I am certain Nephi knew that the Savior’s grace allows and enables us to overcome sin. This is why Nephi labored so diligently to persuade his children and brethren “to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God.” After all, that is what we can do! And that is our task in mortality!.........

Today and forevermore God’s grace is available to all whose hearts are broken and whose spirits are contrite. Jesus Christ has cleared the way for us to ascend to heights incomprehensible to mortal minds.

I pray that we will see with new eyes and a new heart the eternal significance of the Savior’s atoning sacrifice. I pray that we will show our love for God and our gratitude for the gift of God’s infinite grace by keeping His commandments and joyfully “walk[ing] in [a] newness of life.”
“Believing Christ: A Practical Approach to the Atonement” Stephen E Robinson ( professor of ancient scripture at BYU on 29 May 1990.)
Becoming One with the Saviour through His Grace in providing the Atonement
“Of course we fail at the celestial level. That’s why we need a savior, and we are commanded to approach God and to call upon him so we may receive according to our desires. In the New Testament the Savior says, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). We misinterpret that frequently. We think that means blessed are the righteous. It does not. When are you hungry? When are you thirsty? When you don’t have the object of your desire. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after the righteousness that God has, after the righteousness of the Celestial Kingdom, because as that is the desire of their heart, they can achieve it—they will be filled. We may receive “according to our desires.”
Perfection comes through the Atonement of Christ. We become one with him, with a perfect being. And as we become one, there is a merger. Some of my students are studying business, and they understand it better if I talk in business terms. You take a small bankrupt firm that’s about ready to go under and merge it with a corporate giant. What happens? Their assets and liabilities flow together, and the new entity that is created is solvent.

It’s like when Janet and I got married. I was overdrawn; Janet had money in the bank. By virtue of making that commitment, of entering into that covenant relationship of marriage with my wife, we became a joint account. No longer was there an I, and no longer a she—now it was we. My liabilities and her assets flowed into each other, and for the first time in months I was in the black.

Spiritually, this is what happens when we enter into the covenant relationship with our Savior. We have liabilities, he has assets. He proposes to us a covenant relationship. I use the word “propose” on purpose because it is a marriage of a spiritual sort that is being proposed. That is why he is called the Bridegroom. This covenant relationship is so intimate that it can be described as a marriage. I become one with Christ, and as partners we work together for my salvation and my exaltation. My liabilities and his assets flow into each other. I do all that I can do, and he does what I cannot yet do. The two of us together are perfect.

This is why the Savior says in Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” What heavier load is there than the demand for perfection, that you must do it all, that you must make yourself perfect in this life before you can have any hope in the next? What heavier burden is there than that? 
Turn, if you will, to 2 Nephi 4:17–19. You know the prophet Nephi. He was one of the great prophets, yet he had a sense of his need for the Savior and his reliance upon the Savior. He says, “O wretched man that I am! Yea, my heart sorroweth because of my flesh; my soul grieveth because of mine iniquities. I am encompassed about, because of the temptations and the sins which do so easily beset me. And when I desire to rejoice, my heart groaneth because of my sins. Did Nephi have an appreciation for his mortal condition, for his need of the Savior to be saved from his sins? Oh yes, and the key is what comes next, “nevertheless, I know in whom I have trusted.” All right, I’m imperfect. My sins bother me. I’m not Celestial yet, but I know in whom I have trusted. 
Nephi trusted in the power of Jesus Christ to cleanse him of his sins and to bring him into the Kingdom of God……We need to know that in this covenant relationship we have with the Savior, if we should die tomorrow, we have hope of the Celestial Kingdom. That hope is one of the promised blessings of the covenant relationship.
Brothers and sisters, do Mormons believe in being saved? If I ask my classes that question with just the right twang in my voice, “Do we believe in being saved?” I can generally get about a third of my students to shake their heads and say, “Oh no, no! Those other guys believe in that.” What a tragedy! Brothers and sisters, we believe in being saved. That’s why Jesus is called the Savior. What good is it to have a savior if no one is saved? It’s like having a lifeguard that won’t get out of the chair. “There goes another one down. Try the backstroke! Oh, too bad, he didn’t make it.” We have a Savior who can save us from ourselves, from what we lack, from our imperfections, from the carnal individual within us.

Turn to Doctrine and Covenants 76:68–69. In Joseph’s vision of the Celestial Kingdom, he describes those who are there in these terms:

“These are they whose names are written in heaven, where God and Christ are the judge of all. These are they who are just men made perfect through Jesus the mediator of the new covenant.” D&C 76:68-69
Just men and women, good men and women, those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, made perfect through Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant.
Parable of the Bicycle

As my wife and I talked about her feeling of inadequacy and her feeling that she couldn’t do it and that she couldn’t make it, I had a hard time reaching her until finally I hit upon something that had happened in our family just a couple of months earlier. In our home it is now called the parable of the bicycle.

After I had come home from school one day, I was sitting in a chair reading the newspaper. My daughter Sarah, who was seven years old, came in and said, “Dad, can I have a bike? I’m the only kid on the block who doesn’t have a bike.”

Well, I didn’t have enough money to buy her a bike, so I stalled her and said, “Sure, Sarah.” She said, “How? When?” I said, “You save all your pennies, and pretty soon you’ll have enough for a bike.” And she went away.

A couple of weeks later as I was sitting in the same chair, I was aware of Sarah doing something for her mother and getting paid. She went into the other room and I heard “clink, clink.” I asked, “Sarah, what are you doing?”

She came out and she had a little jar all cleaned up with a slit cut in the lid and a bunch of pennies in the bottom. She looked at me and said, “You promised me that if I saved all my pennies, pretty soon I’d have enough for a bike. And, Daddy, I’ve saved every single one of them.”

She’s my daughter, and I love her. My heart melted. She was doing everything in her power to follow my instructions. I hadn’t actually lied to her. If she saved all of her pennies she would eventually have enough for a bike, but by then she would want a car. But her needs weren’t being met. Because I love her, I said, “Let’s go downtown and look at bikes.”

We went to every store in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Finally we found it—the perfect bicycle, the one she knew in the premortal existence. She got up on that bike; she was thrilled. She then saw the price tag, reached down, and turned it over. When she saw how much it cost, her face fell and she started to cry. She said, “Oh Dad, I’ll never have enough for a bicycle.”

So I said, “Sarah, how much do you have?” She answered, “Sixty-one cents.”

“I’ll tell you what. You give me everything you’ve got and a hug and a kiss, and the bike is yours.” Well, she’s never been stupid. She gave me a hug and a kiss. She gave me the sixty-one cents. Then I had to drive home very slowly because she wouldn’t get off the bike. She rode home on the sidewalk, and as I drove along slowly beside her it occurred to me that this was a parable for the Atonement of Christ.

We all want something desperately—it isn’t a bicycle. We want the Celestial Kingdom. We want to be with our Father in Heaven. And no matter how hard we try, we come up short. At some point we realize, “I can’t do this!” That was the point my wife had reached. It is at that point that the sweetness of the gospel covenant comes to our taste as the Savior proposes, “I’ll tell you what. All right, you’re not perfect. How much do you have? What can you do? Where are you now? Give me all you’ve got, and I’ll pay the rest. Give me a hug and a kiss; enter into a personal relationship with me, and I will do what remains undone.”
There is good news and bad news here. The bad news is that he still requires our best effort. We must try, we must work—we must do all that we can. But the good news is that having done all we can, it is enough—for now. Together we’ll make progress in the eternities, and eventually we will become perfect—but in the meantime, we are perfect only in a partnership, in a covenant relationship with him. Only by tapping his perfection can we hope to qualify.

When I explained to Janet how it worked, finally I broke through and she understood. She bloomed. I remember her saying through her tears, “I’ve always believed he is the Son of God. I have always believed that he suffered and died for me. But now I know that he can save me from myself, from my sins, from my weakness, inadequacy, and lack of talent.”

Oh, brothers and sisters, how many of us forget the words of 2 Nephi 2:8:

There is no flesh that can dwell in the presence of God, save it be through the merits, and mercy, and grace of the Holy Messiah.

There is no other way. Many of us are trying to save ourselves, holding the Atonement of Jesus Christ at arm’s distance and saying, “When I’ve done it, when I’ve perfected myself, when I’ve made myself worthy, then I’ll be worthy of the Atonement. Then I will allow him in.” We cannot do it. That’s like saying, “When I am well, I’ll take the medicine. I’ll be worthy of it then.” That’s not how it was designed to work. END 
“The Infinite Atonement” by Tad Callister page 266/7

“It is by grace that those enabling, endowing, exalting powers of the Atonement, provided measure upon measure and line upon line, transform a man into a God. The Saviour bore record of this. He admonished us to listen to John’s message on grace so that we might come unto the Father in His name “and in due time receive of His fulness”. (D&C 93:19)

“Line upon line, measure upon measure grace upon grace we become one, as He and the Father are one.” 
‘The Infinite Atonement’ by Tad Callister page 264 

“In essence, grace is a gift of Divine power, made possible by the Atonement, that can transform a mere mortal with all his failings into a god with all his strengths-provided we have done “all we can do” (2 Nephi 25:23 That is exactly what Peter taught; “Christ’s divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness” 2 Peter 1:3.
The divine principle to be learned is this: that God will use His Heavenly Powers to exalt us, but only if we have done all within our power to accomplish that end.”(He then quotes the example of the brother of Jared) 
Scriptures Used in this Study

Doctrine and Covenants: D&C: 17:8; 18:31; 20:1-2, 4; 20:30-32; 45:3-5; 50:4; 76:5; 76:94; 84:99; 84:102; 88:78; 93:11-14; 93:20; 106:8; 109:53; 138:14.  
Book of Mormon: 1 Nephi 1:14; 2 Nephi 2:8; 9:53; 10:24-25; 11:5; 2 Nephi 25:23; Jacob 4:6-7; Alma 5:48; 9:26; 13:9; Helaman 12:23-24; Mormon 2:14-15; Ether 12:26-27;            Moroni 8:3; 9:26; 10:32-33. 
New Testament: Romans 3:23-25; 1 Corinthians 1:3; 15:9-10; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Ephesians 2:7-8; 4:7; Philippians 4:13; 1 Timothy 1:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:9-10; James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:10-11; Titus 2:11; 3:7. 
Old Testament: Exodus 34:6-7; Nehemiah 9:17; Joel 2:13. 
Pearl of Great Price: Moses 6:52; Moses 7:59.  
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