By Purchase or By Blood 
Introduction

The appointed land of Zion in Missouri has been designated by the Lord as a place of safety and refuge from the final destructions of the Last days prior to the Second Coming. The Church is given a choice by the Lord either to purchase the sacred Land of Zion willingly through the exercise of faith and obtain the blessing of protection or eventually suffer the consequences of disobedience. 

The Lord gives His people a clear warning that the Land of Zion can only be obtained by either one of two ways. First the Saints can willingly use their agency to follow the counsel of the Lord in a time of peace and purchase the sacred lands. Or second, they can obtain the land by force through necessity in a time of great turmoil when their lives will be at risk. 
The scriptures state: 

D&C 63:29-31: “Wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood otherwise there is none inheritance for you. And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; and if by blood as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city and from synagogue (meetinghouse) to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance.” 
It is essential for their physical protection that the church exercises wisdom in this choice:

D&C 58:53: “Behold here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance, save it be by the shedding of blood.” 
If members continue to be part of Babylon (the world) until the time of the destructions which are prophesied to take place prior to the Second Coming, then they need to remember they will suffer with the wicked. The Lord has said: “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon” D&C 64:24
The Need for the Church to Exercise Faith to bring about Zion
The Lord works according to the faith and prayers of His people. He has given all the revelations that are required to commence the Redemption of Zion. It is therefore dependent upon the exercise of faith in those revelations to bring them to pass. The Lord will not move matters forward and open doors concerning Zion if the saints and their leaders do not first exercise faith and ask Him. 

Concerning organising the Kingdom of God “upon the consecrated land” the Lord explains the recipe for success:
D&C 103:35-36: “All victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your diligence, faithfulness, and prayers of faith.” 
The purchase of the appointed lands in a time of peace requires the exercise of faith:
D&C 52:42: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 
There Needs to be a Willingness and Desire to Purchase the Land
The Lord has said that the Saints will only receive an inheritance in the Land of Zion if they seek it with all their hearts and are willing and obedient: 
D&C 38:18-19: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the Land of your Inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.” 
D&C 58:52-53: “For, behold, verily I say unto you, the Lord willeth that the disciples and the children of men should open their hearts, even to purchase this whole region of country, as soon as time will permit. Behold, here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance, save it be by the shedding of blood.”
D&C 64:34: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the Land of Zion in these last days.” 
D&C 101:63-64: “I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation-that the work of the gathering of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon Holy Places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled.” 
The Lord will provide the means and all that is necessary to accomplish His purposes if the church exercises faith and is willing to obey the voice of God:  

D&C 101:75: “There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice....” 
The Saints Need to Follow the Counsel given concerning Zion
It is the responsibility of the church to follow the counsel of the Lord to accomplish that which is required in the bringing forth of Zion:
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.” 
The Lord has made a decree (law) concerning Zion which is just as much fully in force today as it was the day it was given:
D&C 103:11: “I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion” 
The Saviour then explains how this decree will be realized: 
D&C 103:5: “But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree which my people shall realize inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them.” 
What is that counsel which the Lord has given?  
D&C 101:74: “And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 
In this way the church will fulfil the Lord’s mandate to be prepared for future events:  
D&C 101:68-72: “Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment (See D&C 63:24-36) let not your gathering be in haste, nor by flight; let all things be prepared before you.” 
“And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion for the beginning of the gathering of my saints.”
“All the land which can be purchased in Jackson county, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand. Now verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you”  
Only when the Church follows the direction of the Lord will it receive the necessary power to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion:
D&C 101:100: “Nevertheless, I do not say they shall not dwell thereon; for inasmuch as they bring forth fruit and works meet for my Kingdom they shall dwell thereon.” 
It is the Lord’s will that His people lay claim to the Land of Zion: 
D&C 101:99: “Therefore, it is my will that my people should claim, and hold claim upon that which I have appointed unto them, though they should not be permitted to dwell thereon.”
It is in this way that the final call to be prepared to meet the Bridegroom is accomplished:
D&C 133: 10: “Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the Great Day of the Lord” 
Warning of Failure

Those who lead the saints are warned  that the sin of omission offends God and can have serious consequences: 

D&C 101:97-98: “Let not that which I have appointed be polluted by mine enemies, by the consent of those who call themselves after my name. For this is a very sore and grievous sin against me, and against my people, in consequence of those things which I have decreed and which are soon to befall the nations”
D&C 90:5: “And all they who receive the oracles of God, let them beware how they hold them lest they are accounted as a light thing, and are brought under condemnation thereby, and stumble and fall when the storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains descend, and beat upon their house.”
When members of the Church have all that they need in wealth, security, health, education, family and position in the world, there can develop a reluctance to jeopardise those circumstances in a time of peace, by taking the steps necessary to redeem Zion. 
The Church is warned however of the consequences of failure to exercise sufficient faith in following the counsel of the Lord because of complacency, prosperity and peace. 
D&C 101:8: “In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 

D&C 101: 48-50: “And consulted for a long time saying among themselves: What need hath my Lord of this Tower (Zion), seeing this is a time of peace? Might not this money be given to the exchangers? For there is no need of these things. And while they were at variance one with another, they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord” 
Conclusion

D&C 35:11: “And the time speedily cometh that great things are to be shown forth unto the children of men; but without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon Babylon.” 
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