Are Members Prepared for the Day of Tribulation and Desolation of the Last Days
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Introduction

What does the Doctrine and Covenants teach on how the saints should prepare for the ‘tribulation and desolation of the last days?

How will members of the church be preserved in the last days from the devastating destructions that are predicted before the Second Coming? 
Will food storage be sufficient to survive this ‘desolation of abomination’ as it is called?

Since no one knows the ‘day or the hour’ and the scriptures state that the destructions will come upon the world as a ‘whirlwind’, what can members do to prepare themselves for these awesome events now?

Should this preparation take place now in a time of comparative peace? 
Did Noah wait until it rained before building the ark?
Are Latter-Day Saints prepared today for the day of Tribulation and Desolation?

At the present time in their scattered condition amongst the nations the Latter-Day Saints suffer the same consequences in natural disasters, crime, and wars as the rest of society. 
See the study Disasters in the World Affect Members of the Church
This article will hopefully teach the truth from the scriptures on how the Latter-Day Saints can prepare to survive the future holocaust of the last days. 
The Lord has said to His Prophet Joseph Smith: 
D&C 29:8-9: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they (the saints) shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 

The purpose of this study is to draw attention to the need for the saints to be prepared in the way the Lord has directed in the scriptures. The Prophet Joseph earnestly prayed:

D&C 109:38, 45-46: “Prepare the hearts of thy saints for all those judgments thou art about to send, in thy wrath, upon the inhabitants of the earth, because of their transgressions, that thy people may not faint in the day of trouble…. We know that thou hast spoken by the mouth of thy prophets terrible things concerning the wicked, in the last days-that thou wilt pour out thy judgments, without measure; therefore, O Lord, deliver thy people from the calamity of the wicked” (see D&C 88:79)
Jeremiah warned of those who speak of peace when there will be no peace

Jeremiah 23:16-20: “Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, ‘Hearken not unto the words of the Prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. They say still…..the Lord hath said, ‘Ye shall have peace’; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, ‘No evil shall come upon you for who hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and hath perceived and heard His word? Who hath marked His word and heard of it’. 
Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return, until He hath executed, and till He hath performed the thoughts of His heart: In the Latter Days ye shall consider it perfectly.”
The Need for Preparation for the Destructions of the Last Days

See the study The Need to Prepare for the Coming of Jesus Christ
As the world degenerates into a state of prevailing wickedness, (See 2nd Tim 3:1-7, Mormon 8:31, D&C 84:49-51, D&C 33:4.) it reaches a point of no return. This is known as the ‘fullness of iniquity’ and eventually brings the indignation and wrath of Almighty God: 
D&C 101: 11: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full” See D&C 43:26, 103:2-3, Ether 2:8-10
When the indignation of God is poured out upon the nations the resulting desolation and destruction will bring sorrow and anguish to all who not prepared. Such will be the carnage and widespread destruction that the Lord states that the nations of Babylon will be destroyed:
D&C 64:24: “For after today cometh the burning—this is speaking after the manner of the Lord—for verily I say, tomorrow all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, for I am the Lord of Hosts; I will not spare any that remain in Babylon” 
D&C 87: 6: “And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn; and with famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations”
In the study Prophetic Warnings of the Destructions in the Last Days is given a full list of scriptures on the destructions that will take place prior to the Second Coming from all four-standard works of the scriptures. The Lord has emphasized that all His prophecies will be fulfilled. D&C 1:7: “Wherefore, fear and tremble, O ye people, for what I the Lord have decreed in them (the Doctrine and Covenants) shall all be fulfilled.”
Will the Saints Escape the Judgments of the Last Days?

The Lord himself invites the question “Where will be the safety of my people”

D&C 124:10: For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them?
The Lord’s people will escape but only if they do what is commanded of them

D&C 97:22-26: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; For the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. 
Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her. But if she observe not to do whatsoever I have commanded her, I will visit her according to all her works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with sword, with vengeance, with devouring fire.”

The Saints have a choice

D&C 63:29-37: “Wherefore, the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you. And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; And if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from synagogue to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance. 

V32-37: I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints also shall hardly escape nevertheless, I, the Lord, am with them, and will come down in heaven from the presence of my Father and consume the wicked with unquenchable fire. 
And behold, this is not yet, but by and by. Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion; And that every man should take righteousness in his hands and faithfulness upon his loins, and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”
Phrases that Describe the Desolation Prior to the Coming of Jesus Christ

The scriptures speak in plainness of the terrible effect of the wrath of God upon the nations by using such phrases as: ‘the only people that shall not be at war one with another’
‘Desolation of Abomination’ 

‘A Desolating Scourge’ 
‘The Desolation and Utter Abolishment which await them’

‘Utterly destroyed’ 

‘Tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked’

‘Weeping and wailing among the hosts of men’

‘Great destructions await the wicked’
‘From wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.’
‘A day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation’
‘The whole earth shall be in commotion, and men’s hearts shall fail them’

‘An overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land.’
‘Until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations.’
‘Men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die.’
‘The day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations’

‘Consume the wicked with unquenchable fire.’
See the study Prophetic Warnings of the Destructions in the Last Days
The Destructions of the Last Days will come as a Whirlwind

It will be necessary to prepare in advance since these destructions will come upon the world as quick and as unexpected as a whirlwind:
D&C 112:24-26: “Behold vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord. First among those among you saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house, saith the Lord.” 
D&C 97:22: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it.” (See Isaiah 29:5-6; Revelations 18:8.) 
D&C 63:6: “Wherefore, verily I say, let the wicked take heed, and let the rebellious fear and tremble; and let the unbelieving hold their lips, for the day of wrath shall come upon them as a whirlwind, and all flesh shall know that I am God.” (see 3 Nephi 8:17-19)
Jeremiah 23:17-20: “Behold a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return (cease), until He hath executed and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.”
The Exact Time of the Second Coming is Not Known
See the study The Timing of the Second Coming
D&C 61:38: “Gird up your loins and be watchful and be sober, looking forth for the Coming of the Son of Man, for He cometh in an hour you think not.” 
D&C 39:21; “For the time is at hand; the day or the hour no man knoweth; but it shall surely come.” See D&C 33:17-18; D&C 50:46
D&C 106:4-5: “And again, verily I say unto you, the coming of the lord draweth nigh, and it overtaketh the world as a thief in the night-Therefore, gird up your loins, that you may be the children of light, and that day shall not overtake you as a thief.” 
D&C 133:11: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour.”

Matthew 24:42-44: “Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this that if the Goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” 
The Saints are Admonished to be Prepared at all Times

See the study Personal Preparation for the Second Coming
Because these things will come upon the world as a whirlwind and since no one knows the day or the hour the Lord has admonished the faithful to be prepared at all times:
D&C 1:11-12: “Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all that will hear may hear; Prepare ye Prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of the lord is kindled, and His sword is bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth. 
D&C 65:3: “Yea, a voice crying—Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the supper of the Lamb, make ready for the Bridegroom.” 
D&C 101:22-23: “Behold, it is my will, that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together and stand in Holy Places; and prepare for the revelation which is to come when the veil of the covering of my Temple, in my Tabernacle, which hideth the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh shall see me together.” 
It is important that the hearts of the saints are prepared for that which is to come
D&C 109:38, 45-46: “Prepare the hearts of thy saints for all those judgments thou art about to send, in thy wrath, upon the inhabitants of the earth, because of their transgressions, that thy people may not faint in the day of trouble…. We know that thou hast spoken by the mouth of thy prophet’s terrible things concerning the wicked, in the last days-that thou wilt pour out thy judgments, without measure; therefore, O Lord, deliver thy people from the calamity of the wicked.”
D&C 43:17-19: “Hearken ye, for, behold, the Great Day of the Lord is nigh at hand. For the day cometh that the Lord shall utter His voice out of Heaven…...Wherefore gird up your loins lest ye be found among the wicked.” 
The Lord has warned His people that to overcome fear they need to be prepared:

D&C 38:30-31: “Ye hear of wars in far countries, and say that there will soon be great wars in far countries, but ye know not the hearts of men in your own land I tell you these things because of your prayers; wherefore, treasure up wisdom in your bosoms, lest the wickedness of men reveal these things unto you by their wickedness, in a manner which shall speak in your ears with a voice louder than that which shall shake the earth; but if  ye are prepared ye shall not fear”  

The Preparation to Take Place in a Time of Peace

The Saints are admonished by the Lord not to wait until the destructions are virtually upon them before making the essential preparations. 
D&C 101: 48, 50: “And consulted for a long time saying among themselves: What need hath my Lord of this tower (Zion), seeing this is a time of peace?…and while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord” 
D&C 101:7-8: “They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble. In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 
It is the will of God that the Saints rest in peace and safety:

D&C 105:24-25: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety”…
To prosper in the land
Lehi obtained a promise of the Lord that “Inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments ye shall prosper in the land…” 2 Nephi 1:20. What is the Lord referring to when He used the word prosper? Was it riches, wealth, an abundance of everything that is needed? The Lord explained it this way:

2 Nephi 1:9: “And if it so be that they shall keep His commandments they shall be blessed upon the face of this land, and there shall be none to molest them, nor to take away the land of their inheritance; and they shall dwell safely forever.”

 To prosper is to be free from the power of one’s enemies-to be safe and secure. 
How will the Saints Escape the Destructions of the Last Days?
To receive Physical Protection the Saints will need to Gather to the Land of Zion
Zion is an ancient Hebrew word meaning a place of refuge or sanctuary. The scriptures teach that unless the saints are willing to take up their sword against their neighbour they will need to flee to Zion for safety:
D&C 45:65-66, 68-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
As the above scripture clearly teaches the only people that will not be at war are those who have gathered to Zion for safety. Therefore our loving and protecting Heavenly Father has decreed that His saints should assemble to the land of Zion in preparation:
D&C 63:32-33, 36-37: “I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man. And the saints also shall hardly escape….Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion. And that every man should take righteousness in his hands and faithfulness upon his loins, and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” 
The people of the Lord will need to leave the nations of Babylon and heed the call to gather to Zion in preparation for the ‘Great Day of the Lord’:
D&C 133:4-5, 7-9,11-12, 14-15, 17, 19: “Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye O my people; sanctify yourselves; gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the Land of Zion. Go ye out from Babylon. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the lord….the time has come when the voice of the lord is unto you; Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other….go forth unto the Land of Zion…....Yea, let the cry go forth among all people…..Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch therefore for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness. Let not your flight be in haste but let all things be prepared before you. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight, for the hour of His Coming is nigh. Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom.” 
3 Nephi 20:20-22: “And it shall come to pass, saith the father that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” (See 3 Nephi 21:14-24)
The Prophet Joseph declared his testimony of the need for the saints to gather in the last days:     
“It (The gathering) is a principle I esteem to be of the greatest importance to those who are looking for salvation in this generation or in these that may be called, “the latter times.” All that the prophets have written, from the days of righteous Abel, down to the last man that has left any testimony on record for our consideration, in speaking of the salvation of Israel in the last days, goes directly to show that it consists in the work of the gathering.”    Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 83   
“These are the testimonies that the Good shepherd will put forth his own sheep, and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion, and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought.” Ibid Teachings page 17

“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.” Ibid Teachings Page 71
The Saints will Need to Gather to the Appointed Place to be Prepared
See the study: A Scriptural Study of The Final Gathering to the New Jerusalem
D&C 10:65: “For, behold, I will gather them as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, if they will not harden their hearts.”
In September 1830 not long after the organization of the church the Prophet Joseph received a revelation concerning the gathering of this dispensation:
D&C 29:1-2: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, the Great I am, whose arm of mercy hath atoned for your sins, who will gather His people even as a hen gathereth her under her wings, even as many as will hearken to my voice and humble themselves before me, and call upon me in mighty prayer.” (3 Nephi 10:4-6; Luke 13:34)
The allegory of a hen protecting her chicks by bringing them together under her wings is used by the Lord as an illustration of His willingness to protect His Saints when the need arises by bringing them together as one people. The Lord added in the same revelation that the gathering will be to one place in preparation for the tribulations to come:

D&C: 29:7-9: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they (the saints) shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 
The rest of Section 29 explains more about the destructions that will precede the Second Coming and which will necessitate the gathering of the Lord’s people as one to preserve them.
In the Doctrine and Covenants Commentary it states:

“In the councils of Heaven it had been decreed that the saints should gather to one place on the American continent in order to be prepared against the last great tribulations of the world. Jackson County, Mo; is the central gathering place of the saints.” ‘Doctrine and Covenants Commentary’ pages 146/147 Commentary on D&C 29:8
Elder Joseph F Smith stated: 
“In this dispensation there is a principle or commandment peculiar to it. What is that? It is the gathering of the people to one place. The gathering of this people is as necessary to be observed by believers, as faith, repentance, baptism, or any other ordinance. It is an essential part of the Gospel of this dispensation, as much so as the necessity of building an ark by Noah for his deliverance, was a part of the Gospel in his dispensation. Then the world was destroyed by a flood, now it is to be destroyed by war, pestilence, famine, earthquakes, storms, and tempests, the sea rolling beyond its bounds, malarious vapours, vermin, disease, and by fire and the lightnings of God’s wrath poured out for destruction upon Babylon.” Journal of Discourses volume 12 page 153 1868

President Marion G. Romney of the First Presidency stated in General Conference how the Saints will be preserved in a talk titled “Be Not Troubled” 

“If I correctly divine the temper of our times, people are troubled – troubled by the portent of the current events: “The rising risk of runaway inflation”; the shocking debauchery of the “new morality”; crippling industrial strife; increasing crime and general disrespect for law and order; mob rule; threatening world food shortages; the denial of God; His eviction from the affairs of our daily lives; escalating wars. These and other signs of the times fill the minds and hearts of honest, God-fearing people everywhere with foreboding doubts and fearful apprehension.

(Elder Romney then quotes D&C 45:24-26, 28, 31-35)

The fact that the Lord recounted these predictions to the Prophet Joseph in 1831 surely emphasizes their importance to us. And since the disciples were troubled when they were but been told of these calamities to come far in the future, it is no wonder that we are troubled as witness their occurrence. (He then quotes D&C 45:36-40, 44-50, 56-59)

I hope we are all familiar with these words of the Lord and with his predictions concerning other coming events, such as the building of the New Jerusalem and the redemption of the old, the return of Enoch’s Zion, and Christ’s millennial reign.

Not only do I hope that we are familiar with these events; I hope also that we keep the vision of them continually before our minds. This I do because upon knowledge of them, and an assurance of their reality and a witness that each of us may have part there in, rests the efficacy of Christ’s admonition, “be not troubled”..... General Conference Report October 1966

Jeremiah 32:37-39: “Behold I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: and I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children.” (See Ezekiel 28:25-26)
The City of the New Jerusalem and Surrounded Areas are Identified as the ‘One Place’ to which the Saints will Gather
See the study A Scriptural Study of Zion-A Bit of Heaven on Earth
D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” 
D&C 42:34-36 extracts: “Therefore the residue shall be kept in my storehouse….for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed-that my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people.” 
Enoch saw in vision the gathering to this Holy City: 
Moses 7:60-62 extracts: “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting Moses 7:61-62 declared: “And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an Holy City, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 84
He further stated:

“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the City of Righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a City of Righteousness….  Ibid. Page 93.
The Land of Missouri is the Final Gathering Place of the Saints
At the June 1831 conference in Kirtland the Lord declared Missouri to be the land of inheritance for the saints: 

D&C 52:2; 42: “I the Lord, will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant……… And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.”  
D&C 57:1-4: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the Gathering of the Saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints… that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance”.
Even though the early saints were not able to establish the church in the lands appointed for the gathering the Lord re-emphasized that the future gathering would still be at the appointed place of Missouri and surrounding areas:
D&C 101: 17-20: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion-and all these things that the prophets might be fulfilled. And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints.” 
When the time for the Gathering to Zion arrives, the Lord will help to prepare the way for His people

D&C 105:15: “Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the gathering together of my saints.” 
Additional Cities for gathering will also be appointed in the same general area:

D&C 101:69-71: “And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; all the land which can be purchased in Jackson county, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.” 
D&C 105:28: “…To fulfill that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of all the lands in Jackson County that can be purchased, and in the adjoining counties round about.” 
The Choice Before the Saints-By Purchase or by Blood
See the study By Purchase or By Blood
The Saints are given a choice by the Lord either to purchase the sacred Land of Zion willingly and obtain the blessing of protection or suffer the consequences of their disobedience. The Lord gives His people a clear warning that the Land of Zion can only be obtained by either one of two ways. First the Saints can willingly use their agency to follow the counsel of the Lord in a time of peace and purchase the sacred lands. Secondly they can obtain the land by force through necessity in a time of great turmoil when their lives will be at risk. The scriptures state: 
D&C 63:29-31: “Wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood otherwise there is none inheritance for you. And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; and if by blood as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city and from synagogue (meetinghouse) to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance.”  
It is essential for their physical protection that the church exercises wisdom in this choice:
D&C 58:53: “Behold here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance, save it be by the shedding of blood.” 
If members continue to be part of Babylon (the world) until the time of the destructions which are prophesied to take place prior to the Second Coming then they will suffer with the wicked. The Lord has said: “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon” and that “without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon Babylon” D&C 64:24; D&C 35:11
The Need to Exercise Faith

Priesthood leaders have the responsibility to exercise faith in following the counsel of the Lord and willingly obtain the Land of Zion to receive the Promised blessings. It is dependent upon the exercise of  faith to accomplish these things. Faith is shown by obedience and willingness to sacrifice to accomplish the Lord’s commandments. 
D&C 52:42: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 

Concerning the purchase of the sacred lands of Zion the Lord has said: 
D&C 101:63: “I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation” 
D&C 38:18-19: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a land of promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.” 
D&C 101:100: “Nevertheless, I do not say they shall not dwell thereon; for inasmuch as they bring forth fruit and works meet for my kingdom they shall dwell thereon.”
The responsibility of leadership is to follow the counsel of the Lord in order to accomplish what is required in the bringing forth of Zion: 
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.”
D&C 103:5: “But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree which my people shall realize inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them.”
What is that counsel? 
D&C 101: 74-75: “And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion. There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.” 
By purchasing and gathering to the lands of Zion the saints fulfil the Lord’s mandate to be prepared: 
D&C 101:68-70, 72 extracts: “Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment (See D&C 63:24-36) ….let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the Land of Zion….verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you”  
The Saints will Need to Obey the United Order to establish Zion

See the study The United Order-A Scriptural Study
Part of the fulness of the Gospel is to strive to establish Zion by purchasing the appointed lands, gathering upon them and observing the United Order. It is vital to have a correct knowledge and understanding of these subjects. If we choose an alternative route to faith and do not purchase the promised lands to live the Law of Consecration there will indeed be “but few shall stand to receive an inheritance” D&C 63:31 (See D&C 63:27-37)
Concerning the inability of the early saints to live the United Order the Lord said: 

D&C 105:3-6: “But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; and are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself. And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be, by the things which they suffer.” 
The above scripture clearly states that Zion cannot be built up without the Law of the Celestial Kingdom which includes the Law of Consecration. It will therefore be necessary for the saints to prepare by obtaining a knowledge and understanding of this Celestial Law as part of their preparation for the ‘day of vengeance and burning’. The Prophet Joseph declared: 
D&C 85:3: “It is contrary to the will and commandment of God that those who receive not their inheritance by consecration, agreeable to His Law, which He has given, that He may tithe His people, to prepare them against the day of vengeance and burning, should have their names enrolled with the people of God.” 
Tithing in this scripture and in sections previous to D&C 119 represents the Law of Consecration not just one tenth of income-In the heading to D&C 119 it states:

“The Law of tithing, as understood today, had not been given to the church previous to this revelation. The term “tithing” in the prayer just quoted and in previous revelations (64:23; 85:3; 97:11 had meant not just one-tenth but all free will offerings, or contributions, to the church funds. The Lord had previously given to the church the Law of Consecration and stewardship of property, which members entered into a covenant that was to be everlasting.”

A closer look at the revelation in D&C 64:23:  “For he that is tithed shall not be burnt at His Coming” reveals that the Lord is connecting this to the Land of Zion where members will be under obligation to live the Law of Consecration in preparation for the Second Coming.       (See D&C 64:22-25)
The scriptures further state that the Law of Consecration must await the Redemption of Zion: 

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption” 
Concerning the absolute need for the Law of Consecration Elder Marion G. Romney stated: 
“The very building of Zion and the escape of the saints from the tribulations yet to be poured out upon the nations turn upon a full compliance with the “Royal Law”. Elder Marion G. Romney in Conference Report Oct 1954 pp 65-70
The Kingdoms of the World will Prevail unless the Saints are Obedient

D&C 103:4-8: “And that those who call themselves after my name might be chastened for a little season with a sore and grievous chastisement, because they did not hearken altogether unto the precepts and commandments which I have given unto them. But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree, which my people shall realize, inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them. Behold they shall, for I have decreed it, begin to prevail against mine enemies from this very hour. And by hearkening to observe all the words which I, the Lord their God, shall speak unto them, they shall never cease to prevail until the kingdoms of the world are subdued under my feet, and the earth is given unto the saints to possess it forever and ever. But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe all my words, the kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them.” 
D&C 98:22: “And again I say unto you, if ye observe to do whatsoever I command you, I the Lord, will turn away all wrath and indignation from you and the gates of hell shall not prevail.” 
As it states in Proverbs 1:33: “But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely and shall be quiet from fear of evil.”
The Lord will provide safety and protection for His people as they willingly follow the counsel He has given:  
D&C 82:10: “I the Lord am bound when ye do what I say, but when ye do not what I say ye have no promise.” 
All the Prophecies and Promises in the Doctrine and Covenants will be Fulfilled

The Doctrine and Covenants contains prophecies that will be fulfilled in the due time of the Lord: 

D&C 1:7: “Wherefore, fear and tremble, O ye people, for what I the Lord have decreed in them shall be fulfilled” 
D&C 1:37-38: “Search these commandments, for they are true and faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled. What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled…..” 
D&C 5:20: “Behold, I tell you these things, even as I also told the people of the destruction of Jerusalem; and my word shall be verified at this time as it hath hitherto been verified” 

D&C 45:34-35: “And now, when I the Lord had spoken these words unto my disciples, they were troubled. And I said unto them: Be not troubled, for, when all these things shall come to pass, ye may know that the promises which have been made unto you shall be fulfilled.”
D&C 56:11: “And though the heaven and the earth pass away, these words shall not pass away, but shall be fulfilled.”

D&C 58:31: “Who am I, saith the Lord, that have promised and have not fulfilled?”
D&C 64:31-32: “And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail…. but all things must come to pass in their time” 

D&C 76:3: “His purposes fail not, neither are there any who can stay his hand.”
D&C 85:10: “These things I say not of myself; therefore, as the Lord speaketh, he will also fulfil.”
D&C 101:64: “That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled.”

Is Food Storage the Answer?
To teach that Food Storage is the preparation the Lord has given to the Saints to survive the major destructions of the Last Days is deceptive and misleading.
It is a myth even false doctrine that food storage is the essential preparation for the major destructions that will take place prior to the Second Coming. This is not in accord with the Word of the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants. In fact, there are no scriptural references to food storage as the means of preservation in the Doctrine and Covenants. 
Food storage did not assist the saints whose homes were destroyed when Hurricane Katrina struck in New Orleans. Nor will it help when earthquakes bring down buildings or when properties are submerged by a tsunami or volcanic lava. The destructions of the last days will be similar to that which took place on the American Continent prior to the first coming of the Lord. How would food storage suffice under those conditions: “And the city of Zarahemlah did take fire.......And the city of Moroni did sink into the depths of the sea and the inhabitants thereof were drowned.......And the earth was carried up upon the city of Moronihah, that in the place of the city there became a great mountain” 3 Nephi 8:8-10.
The righteous Nephites were spared by first gathering out from the cities listed in the above scripture to the land Bountiful, where the Saviour appeared to them.

Food storage is part of the inspired welfare programme of the church and is designed to assist families in alleviating hardship in time of economic need caused by illness, loss of work and local emergencies. It has been in operation for over eighty years and has assisted many families in their time of need.
Unfortunately, some have adopted this programme as the Lord’s plan for the safety and protection of His Saints prior to the Second Coming even though this is contrary to scripture. 
Food storage could be compared to using an umbrella in a storm. It is useful for rainy conditions but when a storm with heavy winds and rain strikes it is of little use. Only secure shelter will then provide the necessary refuge. 
See the study Is Food Storage the Preparation for the Last Days
What Happened to the German Saints during the Second World War?
See the study: What Happened to the German Saints in World War 2
It is devastating to read what happened to the German saints referred to in the article by Elder Benson. 
Here are just a few brief extracts from the study ‘What Happened to the German Saints in World War 2’
Extracts from the Book ‘On Wings of Faith’ by Elder Frederick W. Babbel
“The German saints at this time were in a seriously scattered condition. This made active Church attendance and participation difficult, but their faithfulness was nonetheless amazing. Nearly all meetinghouses had been destroyed. Many branches were meeting in the homes of the relatively few members who still could claim a home of their own. Page 51
“Screaming air raid sirens and unusually active anti-aircraft batteries announced the beginning of the thousand- bomber annihilation raids upon Hamburg, Germany. Before the night had passed, the city was a mass of flames and smouldering wreckage. Among the thousands of casualties resulting from the first concentrated bombing raid were 28 Latter-day saints listed as dead and a larger number seriously wounded. During the following two weeks, bombers by the hundreds and by the thousands continued to pour their blockbuster bombs upon this once proud and beautiful city…five branches of Hamburg…. It was determined that of the 300 members of the St. George branch, more than 60 had been killed and a large number were receiving medical treatment. The other four branches, although smaller, suffered proportionate losses. Nearly all were homeless, and many had lost practically every piece of clothing, all of their provisions, furniture, etc.” Page 110

“Daily we continued to feel deep concern for many of our members throughout Europe. The situation in Germany and Austria, to say nothing of our saints in Poland, seemed to be reaching crises proportions. Hardly a day passed without the receipt of letters and reports indicating mass deaths through starvation, disease and persecutions. Immorality and rape, which had become commonplace in Europe, were now being inflicted upon young girls not yet in their adolescence. The horrible spread of venereal diseases, especially syphilis, even among small children and adolescents, was reaching epidemic proportions. The homeless, the orphaned, and the abandoned children were undergoing indescribable hardships. The infant mortality rate, even among our members, was a matter of grave concern. And yet proposals had been made for further cuts in rations in those nations suffering most severely.” Page 125
“At that time the German saints in Poland had virtually no security. They were expected to subsist by selling all their belongings and purchasing food on the ‘black market’ at outrageous prices. Meanwhile their homes were subjected to frequent pilfering. Everything the marauding Russian and Polish conquerors wanted they took. German women were being raped; German men were being whipped and beaten. Our saints were in desperate straits. They had been forced to sell every piece of available clothing (except what they had on their bodies), all the household belongings they had been able to hide from plundering bands, and their keepsakes, jewellery, etc. Virtually all of their material possessions had been stripped from them.” P 140

“As we met together in the home, we began to learn something of what had been happening. Since the end of hostilities our saints in the territories cede to Poland had become a despised, persecuted, and unwanted people because of their German nationality. They had endured the most shocking cruelties and bestialities. 

One of our faithful brethren was shot down in cold blood by the invading troops from the East because he could not produce cigarettes for which they had asked him. His mother, who ran to lift up his lifeless body from the pool of blood in which it lay, was driven away at the point of bayonets and threatened with death. As this forlorn mother comforted his grief-stricken wife-the mother of two lovely children-these soldiers whipped and flogged the two women so severely that they were unable to lie down comfortably for two weeks.

Since that day women and girls-some of them just approaching adolescence-had been repeatedly ravished by a group of ten soldiers. Another young girl, not quite twelve years old, had been raped several times. One of the married sisters was ravished three times in a single night. Meanwhile her husband, who had been on crutches for some time as a semi-invalid, was snatched from his sickbed and deported to Siberia, never to be heard from again. This mother now had a Russian baby to care for, as a result of this experience, in addition to two children by her deported husband.

Until the last two months the saints had been in daily fear of their lives. Their homes had been repeatedly entered at night and plundered. Everything the marauders desired had been confiscated. Their lusts had run rampant. Men, women, and children had been taken from homes, never to be seen again” Pages 150-151 End of Quotes
Preservation of the Lord’s People in the Past

It is through the Principle of Gathering and Separation from the Wicked that the Lord has Preserved His People in Past Dispensations. 

The Righteous Nephites are Gathered out Prior to Destructions

Prior to the Saviours Appearance on the American continent the Nephites they were first gathered out to the land of Bountiful to be spared from the impending destructions. The Lord declared:

3 Nephi 10:6: “O ye house of Israel whom I have spared, how oft will I gather you as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, if ye will repent and return unto me with full purpose of heart.” 

3 Nephi 10:12: “And it was the more righteous part of the people who were saved, and it was they who received the prophets and stoned them not” 
In the great cities that were destroyed there were no righteous left:

3 Nephi 9:11-12: “And because they did cast them all out, that there were none righteous among them, I did send down fire and destroy them, that there wickedness and abominations might be hid from before my face …And many great destructions have I caused to come upon this land and upon this people, because of their wickedness and their abominations.” 

How would the righteous have been spared if they had lived in the following cities? 

3 Nephi 8:8-10: “And the city of Zarahemlah did take fire. And the city of Moroni did sink into the depths of the sea and the inhabitants thereof were drowned. And the earth was carried up upon the city of Moronihah that in the place of the city there became a great mountain.” (See also 3 Nephi 9:3-10)
3 Nephi 8:14: “And many great and notable cities were sunk, and many were burned, and many were shaken till the buildings thereof had fallen to the earth, and the inhabitants thereof were slain, and the places were left desolate.” 

The righteous were first gathered out from these cities to the Land of Bountiful. The Saviour appeared to them in the area round about the Temple:

3 Nephi 11:1: “And it came to pass that there were a great multitude gathered together, of the people of Nephi, round about the Temple which was in the land Bountiful; and they were marvelling and wondering one with another, and were showing one to another the great and marvelous change which had taken place.” (See also 3 Nephi 3:22-24)

There has to be “an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked” (D&C 63:54) for the righteous to be spared from ‘great destructions’ that cause complete devastation.
The Early Saints in Jerusalem were Gathered to a place called Pella

The Lord warned His disciples of the impending destruction of Jerusalem and explained how they could be preserved by separating themselves from the wicked: 

J.S.T Matthew 24:12-15, 18: “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, then you shall stand in the Holy Place. Then let them who are in Judea flee unto the mountains; Let him who is on the housetop flee, and not return to take any thing out of his house: Neither let him who is in the field return back to take his clothes…For then, in those days, shall be great tribulation on the Jews, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem…” 

An article in the Ensign explains in detail how the Lord’s people were preserved by heeding the above warning of the Lord. In A D. 70 more than 1,100,000 Jews perished and nearly 100,000 were taken captive by the Roman legions. (See the June 1989 Ensign Page 48/49) The members of the Lord’s Church however carefully watched for the signs and the followed the Saviors’s admonition to immediately flee Jerusalem when the predicted signs occurred. They obeyed the warning and separated themselves from the wicked fleeing Jerusalem to a town called Pella in A.D. 66 before the major onslaught occurred. 

Eusebius wrote: “The whole body, however of the church at Jerusalem, having been commanded by a divine revelation, given to men of approved piety there before the war, removed from the city, and dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella.”
Epiphanies also attested to the Christian escape, according to the Bible scholar Adam Clarke. The latter wrote:  “It is very remarkable that not a single Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem, though there were many there when Cestius Gallus invested the city; and had he persevered in the siege, he would soon have rendered himself master of it; but, when he unexpectedly and unaccountably raised the siege, the Christians took that opportunity to escape.”

Again, the righteous saints had to separate themselves to survive. 
The Righteous in Enoch’s day were Gathered out to the City of Zion

Enoch was called to preach repentance due to the wickedness of the people. They had reached the fullness of iniquity and would soon face the wrath of God: 

Moses 6:27: “And he heard a voice from heaven, saying: ‘Enoch, my son, prophesy unto this people, and say unto them-repent, for thus saith the Lord: I am angry with this people, and my fierce anger is kindled against them; for their hearts have waxed hard, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes cannot see afar off.’”(See all chapter six and seven for more details)

Enoch prophesied of future devastating wars and destructions: 

Moses 7:7: “And the Lord said unto me: Prophesy; and I prophesied, saying: Behold the people of Canaan, which are numerous, shall go forth in battle array against the people of Shum, and shall slay them that they shall be utterly destroyed……and the land shall be barren and unfruitful.” 

Moses: 7:9-10: “And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me: Look; and I beheld the land of Sharon, and the land of Enoch, and the land of Omner, and the land of Heni, and the land of Shem, and the land of…..And the Lord said unto me: Go to this people and say unto them- Repent, lest I come out and smite them with a curse, and they die.”  

Enoch made converts and there developed a division amongst the people. The righteous needed to separate themselves from the wicked. They created their own righteous society which they called Zion and in this way they were preserved from the threatened destructions: 

Moses 7:13-20 extracts: “And so great was the faith of Enoch that he led the people of God, and their enemies came to battle against them….….And there went forth a curse upon all people that fought against God; and from that forth there were wars and bloodshed among them; but the Lord came and dwelt with His people, and they dwelt in righteousness. The fear of the Lord was upon all nations, so great was the glory of the Lord, which was upon His people. And the Lord blessed the land, and they were blessed upon the mountains, and upon the high places, and did flourish. And the Lord called His people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them…..And it came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion……the Lord said unto Enoch: Zion have I blessed, but the residue of the people have I cursed”  

Eventually Zion was taken into Heaven but the rest of mankind on the earth suffered the wrath of God in the form of a devastating flood: Moses: 7:34: “And the fire of mine indignation is kindled against them; and in my hot displeasure will I send in the floods upon them, for my fierce anger is kindled against them” 
When the ‘Fullness of Iniquity’ is reached the wrath of God will descend upon the wicked and the earth will be destroyed as if by fire. The only way for the saints to be preserved is to gather out from the wicked and build a City of Zion.”
Correspondence
Elder Quentin L. Cook, 

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City

Utah 84150-1200                                     12 Dec 2008     

Dear Elder Cook, 

With reference to your recent general conference talk titled “Hope ya know, we had a hard time”( Oct 2008 General Conference) which is about ‘being prepared for the unexpected’. As I read and pondered your talk I had the following thoughts that I would like to share with you. You spoke about the normal vicissitudes of life which is the common lot of mankind. I agree with the sentiments you expressed concerning these trials, especially when you stated, “we would be ungrateful if we did not appreciate our blessings”.

You also spoke of another set of hardships that arise from being unprepared, giving the example of your family being trapped by the snow blizzard in June. You state concerning these challenges “The Lord expects us to be prepared for many of the challenges that come. He proclaims ‘If ye are prepared ye shall not fear’….. One of the great blessings of the scriptures is that they warn us of challenges that are unexpected….We would do well to be prepared for them” End of Quote.

The emphasis you give here is on being prepared for future events quoting D&C 38:30.This scripture ‘If ye are prepared ye shall not fear’ has direct reference to being prepared for the Second Coming of the Savior and the troubles that will precede this glorious event. For example earlier verses in the same revelation state “But the day soon cometh that ye shall see me, and know that I am; for the veil of darkness shall soon be rent, and he that is not purified shall not abide the day. Wherefore, gird up your loins and be prepared.” D&C 38:8-9
It is interesting to read the whole statement of the Lord which includes the brief line you quoted in D&C 38:30: 

“Ye hear of wars in far countries, and you say that there will soon be great wars in far countries, but ye know not the hearts of men in your own land. I tell you these things because of your prayers; wherefore, treasure up wisdom in your bosoms, lest the wickedness of men reveal these things unto you by their wickedness, in a manner which shall speak in your ears with a voice louder than that which shall shake the earth; but if ye are prepared ye shall not fear.” D&C 38:29-30

Events that are now beginning to happen may indeed reveal that “ye know not the hearts of men in your own land.” The Lord has warned His people to be prepared well in advance for such events that are caused by the wickedness of man. The concern I have is that it appears to me that the actual situation of the church today is one of being unprepared according to what the scriptures teach. 
You spoke of ‘this sudden unexpected event’ which has a similar connotation to the word ‘whirlwind’ which the Lord uses to describe the way the destructions of the Last Days will come upon the world: “Behold vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord.” (D&C 112:24-See also D&C 97:22; and 63:6) In fact the Lord asks the following question of His people: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of, and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them.” (D&C 124:10)

Where shall be the safety of the Lord’s people? Surely the only way to be prepared for the desolations to come is to follow precisely what the Lord has instructed in the scriptures on how to prepare. For example: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” (See also D&C 42:8-9, Moses 7:60-62) Note the words ‘prepared in all things’. Notice how many times the Lord uses the word prepared in the following scripture which identifies the action to be taken by those who would be prepared. 

“Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment (See D&C 63:24-36) ….let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion….verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you” D&C 101:68-70, 72 extracts
This preparation of purchasing the sacred land of Zion is ultimately for the safety and refuge of the church: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” (D&C 45:65-66, 68-69) This is where the Lord’s people will be safe.

As the above scripture states it will be necessary to prepare a place of safety for the saints because of violence and war? This violence and war is mentioned in D&C 38:29-30 and if the Saints are not prepared will “speak in your ears with a voice louder than that which shall shake the earth” The Lord further states: “I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked and fear shall come upon every man. And the saints also shall hardly escape….Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the Land of Zion. And that every man should take righteousness in his hands and faithfulness upon his loins, and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” (D&C 63:32-33, 36-37)

General wickedness always eventually results in widespread destruction in one form or another. This is now the fate facing the people of the Western world because of the deterioration in moral standards and the increase in crime. Is the church prepared for such things in the manner the Lord has directed? The scriptures above are corroborated by many others which show in plainness how the church is to prepare for the whirlwind of desolation to come. For example: 

“And it shall come to pass, saith the Father that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” (3 Nephi 20:20-22 See also 3 Nephi 21: 14-24)

As the sword of the justice of God falls upon the nations in the last days will the church be prepared in the manner the Lord has stipulated in the Holy Scriptures? Can the church really feel prepared by having food storage as the main means of survival for members scattered throughout the earth? 
As you state further in your talk “clearly having the blessings of the Spirit-the ministration of the Holy Ghost-is an essential preparation to truly prosper in the land and to be prepared.” The Holy Ghost has testified to me that to be prepared the church needs to follow precisely the direction of Jesus Christ given in the Doctrine and Covenants. Right at the beginning of this dispensation the Lord declared concerning the fulfilment of His word in the Doctrine and Covenants: “Wherefore fear and tremble O ye people, for what I the Lord have decreed in them shall be fulfilled…..Prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh.” D&C 1:7, 12

After speaking of the great destructions to come President Ezra T Benson stated: “The world will present a scene of conflict such as has never been experienced before.........But there is a bright side to an otherwise gloomy picture—the coming of our Lord in all His glory. His coming will be both glorious and terrible, depending on the spiritual condition of those who remain.

His first appearance will be to the righteous Saints who have gathered to the New Jerusalem. In this place of refuge they will be safe from the wrath of the Lord, which will be poured out without measure on all nations.” End of Quote Ensign, Dec 2001 This surely is the preparation the Lord intends for His people for the unexpected event, 

With Best wishes
Malcolm E. Twigg
Elder L. Tom Perry, 

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                                       18th Jan 2008

Dear Elder Perry,   

I appreciate your inspired leadership as an Apostle over the last thirty three years. I still recall your visit many years ago to a stake conference in Huddersfield, when you spoke about marriage in the Temple for Eternity. 

I would like to share my testimony with you concerning a very important subject of the Gospel. Recently I have been studying by topic the pure words of Jesus Christ given by revelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith. In fact my understanding is that they will form part our judgment in the Last Day. The Lord has said in Doctrine and Covenants 41:12

“These words are given unto you, and they are pure before me; wherefore, beware how you hold them, for they are to be answered upon your souls in the day of Judgement.”

As I studied the topic of being prepared for the Second Coming I came across the following pure words of the Saviour, concerning the future:

“Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh, and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” D&C 29:7-9 

“And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” D&C 42:8-9

“And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God and the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” D&C 45:65-69 

“I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”    D&C 63:32-37

 “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” Moses 7:60-62 extracts

These are the pure words of Jesus Christ that will form part of our judgment. In fact in the mouth of two or three scriptures will the word of the Lord be established?  

Do we teach these doctrines clearly in the church today? Why do members have fixed in their minds that ‘food storage’ is the main essential preparation for the Second Coming? Why have the pure words coming from Our Lord and Saviour been replaced by alternative doctrines? (See June 2005 Ensign “Finding hope in the Second Coming” by Elder Spencer V. Jones)

I know that President Marion G. Romney who I love, and respect clearly had a vision of these things. He said at the October 1966 General Conference:

“I hope we are all familiar with these words of the Lord and with his predictions concerning other coming events, such as the building of the New Jerusalem and the redemption of the old, the return of Enoch's Zion, and Christ's Millennial Reign. Not only do I hope that we are familiar with these coming events; I hope also that we keep the vision of them continually before our minds. This I do because upon knowledge of them, and an assurance of their reality and a witness that each of us may have part therein, rests the efficacy of Christ's admonition, "be not troubled."

Are we taught to keep the vision of these things before our minds today? What has changed in recent years to cause the church to be so reticent on the above quoted scriptures?

May the Lord continue to bless you,
Malcolm E. Twigg
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Doctrine and Covenants:
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Pearl of Great Price: Moses 7: 60-62
New Testament: Mark J.S.T. 9:42-48
Book of Mormon: 3 Nephi 20:20-22

Old Testament: Jeremiah 23:17-20; Jeremiah 32:37-39
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