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Gun Violence in the USA

BBC 27 Oct 2018: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-41488081
“About 40% of Americans say they own a gun or live in a household with one, according to a 2017 survey, and the rate of murder or manslaughter by firearm is the highest in the developed world. There were more than 11,000 deaths as a result of murder or manslaughter involving a firearm in 2016…. While it is difficult to know exactly how many guns civilians own around the world, by every estimate the US with around 270 million is far out in front.

Attacks in US become deadlier

The Las Vegas attack was the worst in recent US history - and five of the shootings with the highest number of casualties happened within the past 10 years. The Parkland, Florida, attack is the worst school shooting since Sandy Hook in 2012. (SEE THE CHART BELOW) 

From https://www.vox.com/2015/10/1/18000444/gun-crime-us-foreign-countries “Gun homicides are considerably more common in the US than in peer countries. There were 35.5 gun homicides per million people in the US in 2013, compared to only 4.9 per million in Canada, and 0.93 per million in the UK, according to Global Burden of Disease study
Gun violence in the United States has become a human rights crisis, Amnesty International said in a new report…...

In 2016: "The sheer volume of people killed or injured each year in the USA by gun violence is staggering," said the report, released on Wednesday. "Our government has allowed gun violence to become a human rights crisis." According to the international human rights organisation, an average of 106 individuals died a day from firearm-related incidents in 2016.

Of the 38,658 firearm-related deaths that year, nearly 23,000 were suicides and more than 14,400 were homicides, Amnesty said. There were another 1,305 deaths that were unintentional, undetermined or from legal interventions. The report noted that more than 116,000 people suffered from non-fatal firearm injuries.”

Wikipedia:  Compared to 22 other high-income nations, the U.S. gun-related murder rate is 25 times higher. Although it has half the population of the other 22 nations combined, the U.S. had 82 percent of all gun deaths, 90 percent of all women killed with guns, 91 percent of children under 14 and 92 percent of young people between ages 15 and 24 killed with guns. 
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Have there been more mass shootings in 2018 than previous years? The toll for the first half of this year is roughly the same as in 2017. Last year saw a total of 346 mass shootings as defined by the Gun Violence Archive. They included the Sutherland Springs church shooting that killed 26 and the Las Vegas gun massacre in which 58 died and 851 were hurt. That was the deadliest shooting in modern American history. In 2016 there were 382 mass shootings and in 2015 there were 335.
Newsweek: Yet another American community is reeling from a horrifying, fatal act involving a firearm. On Monday, a gunman opened fire in a public library in Clovis, New Mexico, killing two people and wounding four others. 

This incident marked the 244th mass shooting in 2017, according to Gun Violence Archive. To put this into perspective, we are 240 days into the year. In short, the U.S. has had more mass shootings than days in 2017. Gun Violence Archive defines a mass shooting as any incident in which "four or more shot and/or killed in a single event, at the same general time and location not including the shooter."

Data from Gun Violence Archive also shows there have already been more than 10,000-gun deaths this year. 

As of August 29, 2017, this year there have been:
-10,223-gun deaths
-20,530-gun injuries
-1,343 unintentional shootings
-244 mass shootings

By this point in 2016, there had been 234 mass shootings in the U.S., according to Gun Violence Archive.
Example-The Murder of an LDS Couple with 3 Children under 4

Police arrest wife of homicide suspect, say killings of West Jordan couple weren’t random Deseret News 20 April 2020

WEST JORDAN — A primary suspect was named Monday in the shooting deaths of a West Jordan couple.

Police announced Monday afternoon they are looking for Albert Enoch Johnson, 31, of West Jordan, in connection with the killing of Tony Butterfield, 31, and Katherine Butterfield, 30.

“We do believe the Butterfields were absolute true victims,” Holt said. “They did not have any role in this. We don't believe there was any criminal activity going on on their part or anything like that. Just a terrible situation. Horrific.”

The bodies of the Butterfields were found early Saturday at their home, 3277 W. 6920 South. A neighbor called police after hearing gunshots and a woman screaming about 1:15 a.m., according to police. Tony Butterfield’s body was found in the backyard and his wife’s just inside the doorway. Police have not said if each person was shot more than once.

The Butterfields’ three children, all under the age of 4, were also home at the time. They were not injured. It was not known if the children saw or heard anything that morning.

Investigators believe Albert Johnson forced his way into the Butterfields’ house and a confrontation ensued.

“We do believe this was a home invasion,” Holt said. “He was not a welcome guest there.”

He was armed with a gun and the Butterfields tried to defend themselves with a knife from the house, Holt said. As of Monday, police had not found the gun.

Holt said the investigation has been hard on police as well as the Butterfield family because of its tragic nature and young children involved.

Family members of the couple described them as “incredible Christ-like, kind, happy and loving parents, children, siblings and friends.” The Butterfields were active members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
See also https://www.deseret.com/utah/2020/4/25/21236240/west-jordan-couple-remembered-funeral-katherine-tony-butterfield-utah
Fleeing Gangs, Central American Families Surge Toward U.S New York Times 12 Nov 2016

Migrants from Honduras and El Salvador at a shelter in Tapachula, Mexico, near the Guatemalan border, one morning last month. “It’s really a refugee crisis,” a United Nations official there said. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times TAPACHULA, Mexico — Leaving El Salvador had never been in Alberto’s plans. He and his wife had stable jobs and supportive friends and relatives, and their five children were happy. But a local gang tried to recruit one of Alberto’s sons as a drug mule and beat him up when he resisted, the family said. A gang leader approached his daughter, then 10 years old, and told her that he was going to make her his girlfriend. Then Alberto and his family received a phone call threatening to kill them if they did not turn over the children for the gang’s use. The corpse of a boy even appeared on the street in front of their house. 

The family fled north, taking only what it could carry. “We can’t just hand them over to the gang,” Alberto said of his children, sitting with his family in a shelter in Tapachula, a small Mexican city near the Guatemalan border. (Like other migrants interviewed, Alberto and his family asked that their last name not be used, fearing their persecutors could find them.) Gang violence in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala has conspired with economic desperation to drive an unrelenting exodus of migrants, including entire families, seeking safety in other countries, mainly the United States.
Despite American backed efforts to tighten regional borders…..American and international  officials say the migration numbers have soared in the last year. In the 2016 fiscal year nearly 409,000 migrants were caught trying to cross the southwestern border of the United states a 23% increase over the previous year. 

Latin America Is World's Most Violent Region

Area accounts for nearly one in three global homicides, U.N. study shows.

By DAVID LUHNOW Wall Street Journal April 11, 2014 

Latin America is the world's most violent region, accounting for nearly one in three global homicides, according to data from a new study by the United Nations.

Latin America racked up some 134,519 homicides in 2012, about 31% of the total for that year, according to a tally by The Wall Street Journal of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime's Global Study on Homicide, its first since 2011. Yet the region's 574 million people comprise just 8% of the global population, according to U.N. figures.

As a whole, Latin America's per capita homicide rate is 23.4 per 100,000 people, nearly double the rate in Africa, which is sometimes mistakenly believed to be the most violent continent. Venezuela is the only country in the region with a consistently rising homicide rate since 1994, the report said.

El Salvador: One murder every hour: How El Salvador became the Homicide Capital of the World Aug 2015 The Guardian

 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/aug/22/el-salvador-worlds-most-homicidal-place

A 2012 truce between the government and gangs has fallen apart, and a police offensive is under way to combat a murder rate 90 times greater than the UK’s
On the deadliest day of the century in the world’s most homicidal country, a gang leader and convicted murderer sits quietly in a vegetable farm ruing what he calls a disappearing opportunity for peace. Marvin is a senior figure in the Mara Salvatrucha, one of El Salvador’s two biggest gangs. They have been at war with each other for two decades and now find themselves under attack by the state amid a bloody escalation of violence.

Last Sunday was, briefly, the bloodiest day yet with 40 murders. But the record was beaten on Monday with 42 deaths, and surpassed again on Tuesday with 43. Even Iraq – with its civil war, suicide bombings, mortar attacks and US drone strikes – could not match such a lethal start to the week.

For the 31-year-old gangster, such statistics are further cause for pessimism that his country is being sucked deeper into a culture of death – one that he has been part of for most of his life. The statistics are awful.

More than 3,830 people have been murdered in El Salvador this year. With one killing on average every hour, August is on course to be the deadliest month since the 1992 peace accord. On current trends, the homicide rate will pass 90 per 100,000 people in 2015, overtaking that of Honduras as the highest in the world (not including battlegrounds like Syria). This would make El Salvador almost 20 times deadlier than the US and 90 times deadlier than the UK.

“This country is bleeding and it urgently needs a tourniquet,” says Raul Mijango, a former Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN) guerrilla, who was a key mediator in the truce. “Now we have a war between the state and the gangs.”

To some extent, violence has been normalised. For much of its history, this small country has suffered levels of murder unimaginable almost anywhere else outside of wartime, primarily due to turf battles and revenge killings by the Mara Salvatrucha (better known as MS-13), and Barrio 18, which is split into two factions.

In financial and political terms, El Salvador’s gangs are disorganised small fry compared to the mafia, the Yakuza or the narco-cartels of Colombia and Mexico. They largely miss out on the lucrative drug-trafficking business, even though most of the world’s cocaine passes through this country on its way to the US. Instead, they are left with low-value distribution of marijuana and cocaine in the local market. The rest of their income comes from robbery and extortion – often in their own low-income communities. When rival gangsters kill one another, it is almost always a case of the poor killing the poor.

Nobody is immune. Even before the latest surge, fear permeated daily life, particularly in poor communities where the gangs stake out most of their territories. Residents who cross the invisible line between them – usually an innocuous-looking bridge, road or park – risk beatings or even death. Taxi drivers dread wrong turns that can lead to robbery or kidnap. Shopping trips, lovers’ trysts and football matches are all circumscribed by safety concerns. Even staying at home is no guarantee of safety.

Shopkeepers, hairdressers and restaurant owners are frequently assailed by extortionists, who typically threaten arson attacks or to cut off the ears or fingers of spouses or children. Parents watch with rising alarm as their sons and daughters approach pubescence – and the inevitable pressures that follow to join the local gang. There is often no one to turn to for support: teachers are intimidated by students and police are afraid to enter many communities.

“Our son doesn’t dare go out because gang members threatened us. He hasn’t been to school for three months” said Bianca Sanchez, whose name has been changed, a hairdresser in the Aguilares region. “In our neighbourhood, people are killed all the time.”

While the rich hide behind high fences, often manned by armed security guards, they too fear kidnapping, carjacking, robbery and extortion. Few are willing to accept phone calls from strangers for fear of death threats and cash demands. Many young people prefer to take their chances on the perilous journey through Mexico and across the US border because illegal migration poses fewer risks than staying in El Salvador.

Constant anxiety and the prevalence of crime have generated widespread hatred of the gangs and demands for the government to take tougher countermeasures. This has almost always proved counterproductive. Past crackdowns – “Iron Fist” and “Super Iron Fist” – tended to increase violence rather than improve security. But the public appears to prefer this to dialogue with the gangs.

Others simply despaired. “There is no safe place in this country. I know hundreds of people who have been extorted. Some of my neighbours have been murdered. No town is free from violence,” lamented Claudia Henrique, who sells T-shirts by the cathedral gate.

The gangs are estimated to have about 50,000 members aged 12-55, including more than 10,000 in jail. With the addition of several hundred thousand wives, children, parents and collaborators, it is estimated that nearly one in 10 Salvadorian’s depend on the gangs.

“You can’t kill them all. That would be genocide,” Mijango says. “It’s like a snake that you can’t kill. You can only remove the fangs.”
BRAZIL: “Violent deaths in Brazil surge to peak of 58,000 amid Olympic safety fear” 9 Oct 2015 The Guardian Newspaper

Brazil reached a new peak of violence last year with more than 58,000 violent deaths, a watchdog group said Thursday. As the country gears up to host the Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro in 2016, the Brazilian forum of public security said the number of violent deaths was up nearly 5% last year from 2013, when the country suffered a then high of 55,000 such deaths.

While murder remains the top cause of violent death in Brazil, killings by on- or off-duty police officers now are in second place, the statement said…..

The total number of deaths is one of the highest in the world but is not the highest on a per capita basis. For comparison, El Salvador has the highest murder rate in the world with a projected rate of 92 deaths per 100,000 for 2015. That puts it ahead of its central American neighbour Honduras 0n 85 and Venezuela on 53. The US has a rate of 4.7 and the UK stands at 1.

Brazil saw more violent deaths than civil-war torn Syria in 2015

Independent Newspaper 29 Oct 2016

More people died from violent crime in Brazil than in the Syrian conflict in 2015, a Brazilian monitor has claimed. There were 58,383 violent deaths in Brazil that year, according a report by the Brazilian Forum for Public Security, while the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights documented 55,219 deaths in the conflict-ridden country.  

However, Syria is a much smaller nation with a pre-war population of 22 million – now believed to be around 16 million – while Brazil is home to 200 million people. 

The report demonstrated the grim extent of violence in the Latin American country. The Forum’s numbers did not just include murders but also other violent deaths, such as people who died at the hands of the police. 

Despite having fallen since 2014, the Brazilian murder rate in 2015 reached 28.6 per 100,000 people, according to the report, much higher than the 10 per 100,000 rate that the United Nations considers the threshold for chronic violence.

The worst affected areas were the impoverished, north eastern states of Sergipe, Alagoas and Rio Grande do Norte. Sergipe saw 57 murders per 100,000 people.

Police brutality was also highlighted by the report, which said 3,345 people – an average of nine every day – were killed by police in 2015. Nearly 400 police officers died, although only a third were on duty at the time of their death. 

While Brazilian police work in dangerous conditions and have suffered budget cuts, it is widely accepted that corruption remains endemic in the country’s law enforcement institutions.

Brazil breaks own record for number of murders in single year as deaths hit 63,880 Independent Newspaper 10 Aug 2018 for the year 2017
Rapes also up 8 per cent to 60,018, while 4,539 women were murdered, a rise of 6.1 per cent

Brazil has broken its own record for the number of murders in a single year after the South American country saw 63,880 people slain in 2017, according to new report. 

The shocking number – a rise of 3% on the previous year – was revealed by the Brazilian Forum of Public Security (BFPS), an independent organisation that tracks national crime statistics.

Rapes were also up 8% to 60,018, while 4,539 women were murdered, a rise of 6.1%. 

The grim homicide milestone underscores the deteriorating security in Latin America’s largest nation as a presidential election approaches. 

Brazil has long been the world leader in overall homicides, and its murder rate is also one of the highest. Security groups are raising the alarm about the continued rise in killings – there were 61,597 homicides in 2016 after several years below 60,000. 

“I’m terrified to leave the house alone,” said Maria Jacemar Ugulinho, a 60-year-old administrative manager in Rio. “Three of my nephews already moved abroad to flee the violence.” 

The BFPS said organised crime is one of the reasons the rate keeps growing, but it added increasingly violent police operations also play an important role. Those operations come as authorities seek to confront drug gangs and other criminal organisations that control many of Brazil’s favelas; slums with limited public services. 

The report counted an average of 14 deaths a day at the hands of police officers, which it said was a 20 per cent increase over last year. 

Addressing violence against women, the report said more than 1,000 women were killed in hate crimes tied to their gender. Even though Brazil has strong domestic abuse laws, violence against women is regularly in the news. Most recently, security footage of a man beating his wife moments before she died shocked the country. 

Ms Bueno said improved cooperation is crucial because at present most homicide cases in Brazil never get solved. The lack of convictions “sends the message, ‘You can kill, and get away with it’,” she said. 
Central America’s Violent Northern Triangle

El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras 
http://www.cfr.org/transnational-crime/central-americas-violent-northern-triangle/p37286 19 Jan 2016

Tens of thousands of Salvadorans, Guatemalans, and Hondurans, many of them unaccompanied minors, have arrived in the United States in recent years, seeking asylum from the region’s skyrocketing violence. Their countries, which form a region known as the Northern Triangle, were rocked by civil wars in the 1980s, leaving a legacy of violence and fragile institutions. 

How many people have left the Northern Triangle in recent years?

Nearly 10 percent of the Northern Triangle countries’ thirty million residents have left, mostly for the United States. In 2013, as many as 2.7 million people born in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras were living in the United States, up from an estimated 1.5 million people in 2000. Nearly one hundred thousand unaccompanied minors arrived to the United States from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras between October 2013 and July 2015, drawing attention to the region’s broader emigration trend. At the United States' urging, Mexico stepped up enforcement along its southern border, apprehending 70 percent more Central Americans in 2015 than it did in the year before.

Many seek asylum from violence at home: Between 2009 and 2013, the United States registered a sevenfold increase (PDF) in asylum seekers at its southern border, 70 percent of whom came from the Northern Triangle. Neighboring Belize, Costa Rica, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama all registered a similar rise. Migrants from all three Northern Triangle countries cite violence, forced gang recruitment, extortion, as well as poverty and lack of opportunity, as their reasons for leaving. 

Why are so many people fleeing the Northern Triangle?

El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras consistently rank among the most violent countries in the world. Gang-related violence in El Salvador brought its homicide rate to ninety per hundred thousand in 2015, making it the most world’s most violent country not at war. All three countries have significantly higher homicide rates than neighboring Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama.

Extortion is also rampant. A July 2015 investigation by Honduran newspaper La Prensa found that Salvadorans and Hondurans pay an estimated $390 million and $200 million, respectively, in annual extortion fees to organized crime groups; meanwhile, Guatemalan authorities said in 2014 that citizens pay an estimated $61 million a year in extortion fees. Extortionists primarily target public transportation operators, small businesses, and residents of poor neighborhoods, according to the report, and attacks on people who do not pay contributes to the violence. Guatemala’s transportation sector has been hit especially hard: In 2014, more than four hundred transportation workers were killed, and authorities linked most of those cases to extortion.
What is causing the violence?

The nature of the violence is distinct in each country, but there are common threads: the proliferation of gangs, the region’s use as a transhipment point for U.S.-bound narcotics, and high rates of impunity are major factors contributing to insecurity in the region.

A CFR special report in 2012 said organized crime is a clear legacy of the region’s decades of war. In El Salvador, fighting between the military-led government and leftist guerrilla groups (1979–92) left as many as seventy-five thousand dead, and Guatemala’s civil war (1960–96) killed as many as two-hundred thousand civilians. Honduras did not have a civil war of its own, but nonetheless felt the effects of its neighbors’ conflicts; it served as a staging ground for U.S.-backed Contras, a right-wing rebel group fighting Nicaragua’s Sandinista government during the 1980s. Organized crime grew following these civil wars, particularly in El Salvador, where war produced a “large pool of demobilized and unemployed men with easy access to weapons,” according to the CFR report. In Guatemala, groups known as illegal armed groups and clandestine security apparatuses, grew out of state intelligence and military forces.

MS-13 and M-18, the region’s largest gangs, may have as many as eighty-five thousand members combined (PDF). Both were formed in Los Angeles: M-18 in the 1960s by Mexican youth, and MS-13 in the 1980s by Salvadorans who had fled the civil war. Their presence in Central America grew in the mid-1990s following large-scale deportations from the United States of undocumented immigrants with criminal records.

Location along drug-trafficking routes adds to the violence. U.S.-led interdiction efforts in Colombia, Mexico, and the Caribbean have pushed trafficking routes into the region, and U.S. officials report that 80 percent of documented drug flows (PDF) into the United States now pass through Central America. DTOs sometimes partner with maras to transport and distribute narcotics, sparking turf wars (PDF), according a Congressional Research Service report.

Why has violence lasted so long?

Weak, underfunded institutions, combined with corruption, have undermined efforts to address gang violence and extortion. Tax revenues as percentage of GDP in the Northern Triangle are among the lowest in Latin America, exacerbating inequality and straining public services. Transparency International, a global anticorruption NGO, ranks all three countries low on its corruption perceptions index. Honduran institutions remain particularly shaky following a 2009 coup—Latin America’s first in nearly two decades—that ousted President Manuel Zelaya.

As many as 95 percent of crimes go unpunished (PDF) in some areas, and the public has little trust in the police and security forces. (The police and military were accused of widespread human rights abuses during El Salvador and Guatemala’s civil wars.) 
Mexico's 2016 Murder Tally Second only to War-Torn Syria

10 May 2017 the Independent Newspaper

Mexico had the second-highest number of murders last year among countries considered in “armed conflict,” more than Iraq and Afghanistan, according to a report published on Tuesday that dealt a blow to President Enrique Pena Nieto's efforts to end a deadly drug war. With nearly 23,000 intentional homicides in 2016, Mexico's murder tally was second only to war-torn Syria's 60,000, said Antonio Sampaio, one of the authors of the International Institute for Strategic Studies' “Armed Conflict Survey 2017.”

Iraq had roughly 17,000 murders, while Afghanistan had 16,000 last year, he added, noting that Mexico's militarised drug battle increasingly resembles an armed conflict.

Although the 2016 homicide data has been around for a few months, the revelation that Mexico's murder tally was second only to Syria's is a massive setback for Pena Nieto, who is struggling with tense negotiations with the administration of U.S. President Donald Trump, rising inflation and low approval ratings.

While homicides are generally reported at a rate per 100,000 people, Sampaio said many countries in armed conflict lack reliable population data.

“We think absolute numbers are a good way of measuring intensity,” he said. “Plus 23,000 is a huge number, Pena Nieto has sought to cast Mexico's as a modern economy, pushing through energy, telecommunications and labour laws aimed at kick-starting growth.

Nonetheless, his administration has been scarred by stubbornly weak growth, a perception of corruption and confused tactics on how to end a decade of drug violence that has killed well over 100,000 people.
The 2016 murder tally rose to its highest level since Pena Nieto became president, and the first few months of 2017 have shown no signs that the violence has stopped.

In January, Reuters reported that Mexico's declining security budget could help drive the 2017 murder tally to its highest level ever.

“The inability of the Mexican economy to grow by significant rates ... is a reason why the state is incapable of implementing a nationwide, significant security strategy to the same level that other Latin American countries have,” Sampaio said.

A split within the Sinaloa cartel, which was run by kingpin Joaquin “Chapo” Guzman until his arrest last year, and the continued ascent of fearsome newcomers the Jalisco New Generation cartel, also contributed to the rise, Sampaio said.
Mexico: surge in Drug Gang Violence leaves 35 dead in one Weekend

Guardian 24 Apr 2017
At least 35 people were killed over the weekend in Mexico, according to local officials, amid a widespread surge in drug gang violence that has driven murders to a level not seen since 2011.

In Sinaloa state, 12 people were killed in different incidents since the early hours of Sunday, according to local officials.

Battles between gangs have increased in the area following the arrest last year of Sinaloa cartel boss Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, who was extradited in January to the United States.

Nine people were killed in what prosecutors said on Sunday was a gun battle between rival drug gangs in the mountains of Mexico’s west coast state of Michoacan. The shootout took place on Saturday in an isolated village of the municipality of Churumuco, which borders on Guerrero state, where eight bodies were found on the main street and another in the nearby sierra, the state prosecutor’s office said in a statement.

In January 2014, the federal government effectively took over control of Michoacan for more than a year in a bid to curb violence between drug gangs and community militias that had risen up to fight extortion and kidnappings. The region, especially Guerrero state, is the site of the worst violence in Mexico as gangs battle over fields of opium poppies, which are used to make heroin. A surge in US demand for heroin has fed the violence.

Eight bodies were found in different sites around Guerrero on Sunday while another six bodies were found in Veracruz state on the Gulf of Mexico, according to local officials.

Violence in Mexico has risen to its worst since 2011. In March, there were 2020 recorded murders, the highest for any month since June 2011, according to government data.
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